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INTRODUCTION. 


The first volume of the Marquess Wellesley’s despatches, 
Sac., contained the documents relating to the origin of the 
war in Mysore, and to the series of measures and events 
which terminated in the death of Tippoo Sultaun, and in the 
occupation of his capital and kingdom by the British forces, 
'rhis volume contains, in a similar form, the proceedings of 
the Marquess Wellesley, which followed the reduction of 
Mysore down to the commencement of the Mahratta war. 
The contents of this volume may be enumerated in the fol- 
lowing order. 

The settlement of Mysore, as explained in" the documents 
noted beneath.* 

The treaties of Hyderabad arose out of the settlement of 
Mysore.f 

The discoveries made in the palace of Seringa])atam, dis- 
closing the treachery of the Nabobs of the Carnatic, led to 
the final settlement of that part of India, on the principles 
detailed in the treaty of 31st July, 1801, | which, together 
with a similar arrangement in Tanjore,§ placed our territories 
ir^the south of India on a footing of permanent tranquillity, 
prospenty, and security. 

* Letters, &c. uiiinbered 2, .‘J, 4, 5, 12, l.'l, 15, If!, 23, 24, 2G, 45, 10/ ; 
the treaties of Mysore, page 26, of Seringapatatu, j). 43, and in the Ap- 
pendix, p. 736. 

f See letters No. 41, 73, 711> 162, and Appendix, p. 766 and 726, 

J Nos. 1, 66, 70, 72, 133, 134, 136, and Appendix, p. 720 and 740. 

§ No. 6!), and Appendix, p. 705. 
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Tke settlement of Ouile, so essential to the security of our 
north-west frontier, after a protracted negotiation with the 
Vizier Saaclut Ali Khan, terminated in the conclusion of the 
^treaty of cession under date 10th of November, 1801.^' 

The settlement of Surat was efTccted on a principle cor- 
responding with that of the Carnatic and Mysore, by a treaty 
concluded with the Nabob of Surat, under date IStli of May, 
1800,f and with the Gnicowar, by articles of agreement dated 
6th of June, 1802.:{ 

A treaty wdth the Rajah of Nepaiil, under date 30th of 
October, 1801, § placed our alliance with this frontier state 
on an amicable basis. 

The political and commercial treaties with Persia afforded 
a check to Zemaiui Shah.|| 

The policy pursued towards the Peishwa and Mahrattas is 
detailed in the documents specified.^ 

'Die Egyptic^n expedition, by wliich the combined troops 
of England and of India co-operated in the delta of the Nile 
for the expulsion of the French army from the East, was a 
useful se((uel to the destruction of the French influence at 
Hyderabad and in Mysore.'^"^ 

Tlie foundation of a collegiate estabJishrnci^t at Fort Wil- 
liam for the instruction of the civil servants of the East India 
Company is explained in the following documcnts.ff 

* Sro letters, Nt». L'O, 40, M, (p. 115,) 17. 48, 64, 69, 109, 110, 124, 
126, 135, 137, 139. 

t No. 57, and Appendix, p. 708. 

X See Apjjeiidix, p. 7-8, 729,* ** 730, 731. § p. 7-0* 

II No. 29, and Appendix, p. 715 and 717. 

% See letters, No. 6, 10, 18, 26, 32. 36, 54, 69, 78, and 90. 

** No. 30, 42, 43, 62, 63, 69, / U 80, 81, 83, 84, 98, 100, 103, 104. 105, 
106, 111, 113, 111, 117, 118, 120, 122, 123, 125, 127, 135, 136, 13/, and 
Appendix, >53, 755, 758, and 759. 

tt LcUers, ^\e. No. 39, 85, 86, 87 ; Appendix, p. 732 and 738. 
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iii 

The measures adopted for the regulation of the pnvate. 
trade of India api)ears in the several papers noted bclow.*^ 

The rebellion of Doondiah Waugh, f in which the Duke 
of Wellington (then Colonel Wellesley) distinguished himself 
by his able conduct and brilliant successes, is so fully ex- 
plained in his Grace’s despatches as to render a repetition 
in this work unnecessary. 

The Poligav insurrection § which resulted from the fall of 
Mysore was temporary in its duration and circumscribed in 
its operation. 

The finances,! j taxation, H and police of India required 
and received the minute attention of the Governor-General. 
The naval and military armfiments assembled at Trincomalee 
for the conc|iiest of Java, Mauritius and Hourbon, were sub- 
seqiumtly employed in the expedition to Egypt, but tlie policy 
of the measure was fully recognized by the Marquess Wel- 
lesley’s plans being carried into execution before the close of 
the war.f'j- 

The power vested (for tlic first time) in the Governor-Ge- 
neral,|;J Captain-Cienerul of the h'orces, gave his Lordship 
full ;uit!iority over all military operations. The reduction of 
the military c!n?rges on the ratification of the peace of Amiens, 

* No. f)0, ()J), and Appendix, p. 

t Sec Nos. 31 iind 7^- 

I See Vol. I. of tlie JJfuke of Wellington’s despatches, p. 52, 56,00, 
iind 7*1. § No. '15 and 1S3. 

•|1 No. 56 and 59. 1i No, 69. ^ No. 69. 

ft Atfiniral Rtiinier doubted the power of the Goveriior-f leneral to send 
an expedition against tJic French islands without special orders from 
home, and refused to proceed thither wdtli tljc sliips under his cominaud. 
The authority assumed by his Lordship on this occasion was afterwards 
approved by the King’s Government at lioinc. Sec Lord TIohurFs letter. 
No. 185, and the Manpiess Wellesley’s Letters to Admiral Rainier in the 
Appendix, p. 753. 

:: Letter, No. 121. 
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is shewn in the Governor-GeneraFs letter to General Lake,^ 
and the intended resignation of the Marquess Wellesley of 
the Indian Govcrninentj is announced in his Lordship’s let- 
' ter to the Court of Directors, dated 1st of January, 1802.f 
Goa, to prevent its intended occupation by the French, 
was garrisoned by British troops.J 

Tlic murder of the Persian ambassador at Bombay (20th of 
July, 1802), and the Governor-GeneraFs declaration to the 
surviving relations and attendants of that nobleman§ is de- 
tailed as below. 

The papers relating to Ceylon,] [ and several other matters 
referring to the Governor-General in liis public capacity, re- 
cpiired insertion in the present work. 

The army engaged in the war in Mysore presented to the 
Marquess Wellesley a star formed of the diamonds caj)tured 
at Seringapatam ; it was declined by Ins liordship on public 
grounds ; the army presented it to the Court of Directors, 
under whose authority the Governor-General accepted it.^ 
The prize taken at Seringapatam was very considerable : 
the Governor-General ordered the immediate distribution of 
a large part of it among the troops employed in the war, 
reserving however the ordnance, ammunition, and military 
stores until the pleasure of his Majesty and the Court of 
Directors coidd be received.* ** 

It was proposed by Mr. Dundas and the Chairman and 
Deputy Chairman of tlie East India Company to grant 
jB 100,000 out of the sum thus reserved to the Marquess 
Wellesley. liis Ix»rdship declined this proposition as inju- 
rious to the interests of the army.f f A pension of £ 5,000 

* No. 168. 'I' See 166 an6 172. 

X LetUirs, Nos. 38, 3J1 and 167. § Letter, No. 130, and p. 668. 

ji No. 130, and 185. IT Nos. 52, 170 and 17L 

** No. 14 and 15. ft Nos. 7o» 76, and 03. 
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per anmim for twenty years was afterwards granted to his 
Lordship/* 

The King was graciously pleased to express his Majesty’s 
royal pleasure at tlic co-operation of the Indian army with 
his Majesty’s forces, and those of the Ottoman Porte in 
Egypt, f and the Grand Seignior conferred the order of the 
Crescent on the Governor-General and on Major-General 

Baird 4 

The third volume will contain the account of the Mah- 
ratta war, down to tlie peace with Scindiah and the Rajah 
of Berar.§ 

* No. lOS. t Nos. 185 and 186. t No. 187. 

§ The Editor has much pleasure hi renewing his thunks to N. B. 
Edmonstoue, Esq. for his continued kind and most valuable assistance in 
the preparation of the present work. iVIr. Edrllonstonc^s aid has been more 
particularly useful on account of his having lillod the important offices 
of Persian Translator, and Secretary to the (loverunient in the Secret 
Political and Foreign Departments with so much credit d\iring the greater 
part of the period of these memorable transactions. 

LonfUm^ 18.36. 
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p. 12, fourth from l>oUom — for of read to. 

— 24, li tter, No. XTIJ.^ — for tjord, read Karl of. 

— o2, letter XI K. fourth line from end t)f letter — advcntiirus may he, read ailvcii- 
turers may heromc. 

— r>r», lettc.T XXI- line H — for resid ,‘»dv\ 

— -HO, last tine — for nr union, road nor union. 

— S3, line 10 — for has, road hatf, 

— Sf), line [) from fiottom — for most, read tnorr. 

— 01, line 5 from top, for i?ito, read to. 

— 12'J, line 10 from bottom-r-for c>/ forward, read of the forward. 

— lfJ2, end of 3rd paragrajdi — for . put ?, 

— 1S4, la.st line but one from bottom — fqr Most h'ohlr, read Iti^ht Ilnvourable. 

— 23 J, paragraph 4, line J 7.r~-for those, read they. 

— 244, line 0, reverse bracket. 

— 1.'»2, letter CXV. liiiir U), after India, omit semicolon. 

— filO, line lyfroru toji, for Gorrmor, read (fttrernotent. 
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No. I. 

/Vo/» His JH^hness Omdut ul Omra, Nabob of the Carnatic, to the Earl of 

Mornington, 

Written the 7 Zellic^fc, 1213 Hegervi 
My Lord, or 13 May, 1799. 

Having read your Lordship’s letter of the 24th ultimo,* 
with great and serious attention, suitable to -the importance 
of the contents, I shall return to it Ji fair and explicit answer ; 
the candour and sincerity of my character, without a request 
from your Lordship would have induced me on this, as on 
all other occasions, to speak without disguise. I htuve an 
additional inducement however, for plainness of language and 
sentiment, in the earnest desire and manly example of your 
Lord.ship. * 

1 acknowledge my Lord, that under certain circumstances, 
explained by the third Article of the Treaty of 1792, the 
Company are vested with authority to assume the Carnatic, 
and amongst other things empowered to collect the revenue, 
wBich it yields; and I confess, without regard to the con- 
sequence of that confession, that the assumption of the 
control over the affairs and revenues of my country, under 
the provision of the Treaty, would occasion a severe and 
heartfelt affliction; yet, if the time should arrive, which 
should render it necessary, that the Company avail themselves 
of the objects which that Article secures, I hope that Divine 

See Vol, I. p. 541. 
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Providence will endue me with fortitude, adapted to the 
necessity of the season, and the adversity of fortune, that I 
may make the sacrifice required of me, if not with cheerful- 
ness, at least with dignity and resignation. And in per- 
forming this extreme act which the treaty enjoins (if it ever 
he demanded of me) I shall have a constant consolation in 
reflecting on the letter of the treaty itself, whicli stipulates 
that as soon as the exigency of the times which required the 
temporary exercise shall have been satisfied, that I shall be 
reinstated in all my privileges and authorities ; and I should 
wrong your Lordship’s honor, and slur the reputation of 
those whom your Jjordship represents, if I could suspect for 
an instant, tliat whilst I was fulfilling every relation to the 
Company with fidelity and exactness, that they should hesi- 
tate on their parts to discharge their relative connective 
duties. 

Possessing these avow’ed sentiments wdthin myself, and 
this declared sense of the honor and justice of my allies, I 
have no disinclination of that strong and rootetl kind w’lilch 
your Lordship would seem to indulge, so as to induce me to 
enter into any new arrangement, rfither than conform myself 
to the provisions of the existing engagements. No, my Lord, 
— the treaty of 179^2, w-as concluded under such happy 
auspices, and is calculated from its precision and clearness, 
to promote and maintain so good iiiulerstaiuling between all 
the i)arties to it ; and is, moreover, so recommended to my 
affections, by the loved and revered personages who framed 
it, that 1 could not for any personal inconvenience, were it 
ten times greater, so it w^ere created by the treaty, consent 
that it should be altered even in a letter. 

But your Lordship has submitted reasons apparently more 
cogent, why a new arrangeinent would be desirable ; and 
these arise out of the supposed defect of the treaty itself, to 
ensure the objects wdiich it had in view, and the probable 
deficiency of my means to' fulfil hereafter the duties which it 
imposes. 

I cannot overlook a circumstance, wdiich in an affair of this 
sort, must naturally present itself to the mind of your Lord- 
ship ; that the treaty wJiich is now suggested to be defective, 
has had a trial, my Lord, of more than seven years, and 
W'ithout a single exception, has been found for that period. 
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not only sufficient for all common purposes, but has secured 
the fulfilment of every engagement stipulated in it, with a 
harmony uninterrupted, and perhaps I might add, almost 
unprecedented in any country or age. And if experience be 
the true test of human institutions, there can be nothing, my 
Lord, to ap])rehend of the competency of the treaty of 179^;J, 
to continue to the contracting parties to an incalculable date, 
that happiness, that security, and that universal good-will 
which it has hitherto produced. 

But, my Lord, you have directed my observation beyond the 
present hour, and have informed me that your Lordship, and 
the ministers of his Majesty the King of Great Britain, whom 
may the Almighty preserve, have looked, and do still look 
with a politic care, and wise prudence, to future probabilities 
and events as they regard our mutual conditions, and that 
the prospect is terrifying, 

I do not presume to know the grounds on wliich your 
Lordslii]) has formed your opinion of the instability and 
uncertainty of my affiiirs, nor is it necessary that I should be 
acquainted with them. It is sufficient for me to know, that 
they are abundant enough to enalilc me to keep with punc- 
tuality my plighted faith. Your liordship, however, has 
supposed, that from a difficvdty to raise the kists, periodically 
payable to the Company, that I have been reduced to so 
great pecuniary distresses, that to provide Mreinculy for them, 

I have liad recourse to measures, which 1 cannot bring myself 
to name; and that these measures in their expected consequent 
ces, may affect ‘the interests of tlie Company, as connected 
with the treaty. 

Your Lordshij) has a right undoubted, to expect an expla- 
nation of me, as to any public matter, w'hich may regard tlie 
affairs of the Ctnnpany as interwoven with my own ; and I 
shall be happy on all occasions, as I am at the present oppor- 
tunity, of answering that part of your Lordship’s letter, 
which respects the alleged assignment of certain districts, set 
apart by the treaty of 1792, as a security for the Company 
on the possible occurrence of a described event ; hut as to 
any thing foreign to this, that may relate either to the internal 
management of my coiinlries, or the government of my people, 

I must, on principles as obvious as they arc just, decline 
to enter into a discussion. 
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tL supposed assi^^nnient of the districts, alluded to by 
your Lordship, is stated as having been productive of the 
greater part of tlie mischief, which is lamented and deplored 
in your Lordship’s letter, and as having laid the seeds of a 
more deadly and extensive ruin : and your Lordship relying 
principally on this, and on reasoning applicable to it, has 
suggested the necessity of a new arrangement. I am happy, 
my Lord, to offer an unqualified explanation of this alleged 
transaction ; and I have a double motive to rejoice at the 
opportunity afforded by your Lordship, since it will serve to 
free my character and honor from the imputations which at 
present rest upon it, and will convince you, my Lord, that 
there are no substantial reasons, which must give your Lord- 
ship infinite satisfaction, for any apprehensions on this, or 
any other ground related with it. 

I do most unequivocally assure your Lordship, on the word 
and fiiitli of a sovereign, that no one foot of the Districts, set 
apart by tJie treaty of 1795^, have been, or are in any manner 
or way, directly or indirectly assigned by me, or tmlh my 
knoicledge to any individual whatsoever; and having made 
this solemn and unreserved declaration, I would hope that I 
need not urge more. 

But I have sufferetl, my Lord, so much from reports founded 
on an erroneous conception of my conduct in this particular, 
that I am unavoidably led to be more explicit perhaps, than 
might be expected by your Lordship. 1 have been repre- 
sented, my Lord, to the world, and it were impossible to 
calculate how far I may yet be injured by It, unless I put a 
limit to the representation, to have notoriously mortgaged 
and assigned the Districts, pledged to the Company, and the 
manner of my doing it has been publicly and confidently 
spoken of and proclaimed. That the ill-will of those, who 
are inimical to niy interests, may have no further pretence* for 
their assertions, and that it may be unable further t6 operate 
to my prejudice on the enlightened mind of your I^ordship, 
I shall briefly state the manner in which payments are made 
into my treasury from those Districts by the officers of my 
revenue department, and which are ordinarily said to give 
rise to the assigtinionts in question ; and it is in this simple 
w^ay — 

As my monthly kists require to be paid with regularity, and 
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as the expence and danger of tlie remittance of money in 
specie, from a distant country to the Presidency are great, 
my aumils, or managers, for the amount of their respective 
payments, procure bills from soucars for the particular 
sums to be remitted ; and these bills are indifferently pur- 
chased of native bankers, who may have money unemployed 
at Madras ! They are taken without reference to me, or to 
any connected with my durbar. They are paid in specie, or 
gi’ain, and never superinduce an jigreement of any sort to 
which I am made a party, directly, or collaterally. The 
transaction ends as it originates, with the managers and the 
soucars. 

Having convinced your Lordship, as I would believe, that 
the evil anticipated by your Lordship of the expected failure 
of my resources to answer tlie exigencies of the treaty, can 
never happen from any of the causes mentioned by your 
liordship ; and that the treaty in its operation, is capable of 
insuring all those advantages which it %vas designed to 
secure, 1 shall not enter, my Lord, into a detail of the new 
proposals founded on supposed circumstances, which I liave 
shewn to your Lordship to have been withoufexistence. 

The wisdom and justice which pervades many parts of the 
arrangement propos(;d, 1 cannot but admire, as 1 have hitherto 
admired, all the public acts and propositions of your Lord- 
ship. They are tlie certain and avowed offsprings of a great 
and compreliensive mind ; and although I cannot so far accede 
to tlie measure,^ as to give it, inasmuch as regards myself, all 
the w^eight and aiithority of a treaty; yet f shall endeavour, 
as circumstances allow, to observe tin? genuine maxims which 
your Lordsliip lias used to enforce your yiroposals, and the 
conduct wliich tliey would inculcate. 

\ou need not be told, my Lord, of tlie unconquerable and 
in siirtnouii table obstacle in the way of any new engagement, 
which could not be overstepped w^ithout outraging every 
principle that should make engagements binding; for your 
Lordship is not unacquainted that my revered and honouved 
father, with his departing spirit, entreated and enjoined me 
that I should not consent to the alteration of a treaty, which 
he had painfully concluded ; and I assured him on the most 
sacred obligation that religion imposes that 1 w'ould obey 
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his dying commands. Does it remain for me to conjure 
your Lordship, by the nobleness of your own nature — by 
your filial piety — by the reverence you owe to God — by each 
and all of these, not to renew an application which I cannot 
accede to, without a breach of all moral and religious duties, 
and cannot listmi to without reproach. 

My Lord, Praise be to the Almighty God, that in conse- 
(pience of your Lordship’s wise and resolute measures, the 
strong Fortress of Seringapatam, whicli is equal to the wall 
of Alexander, and which has for a great length of time with- 
stood all the attempts of other princes, has been captured, 
and the extensive counti-y of Mysore restored to tranquillity 
and safety, by the annihilation of the disturber of that 
country. This lias conveyed to my mind unspeakable Joy 
and gladness. It was right that such a glorious victory, and 
the acijuisition of such honourable advantages, should be 
derived purely from your Lordship’s good fortune ; and it 
wmII remain for ever on tlie records of time. Verse — ^^It is a 
luip])y plan that has succeeded, this affair lias been effected 
by you, and is such as is done by the brave.” The victories 
Mdiich my friends have obtained by Divine favour, has given 
the greatest joy to me wlio am their ancient ally, I consider 
them as an auspicious omen of my own happiness, and am 
Xiersuaded tliat your Lordship will manifest your kindness 
towards me, especially in support of niy rights. The talooks 
of CaiTore, the two Sealams, and as far as Tungarpeatty, have 
always been dependencies on Trichinopoly, The fatlicr of 
Tippoo arrogantly usurped these talooks, I hope they will 
now be restored to me by your Lordship’s justice. Another 
request tliat I have to make, and with whioli I trust your Lord- 
ship will not only be not oHended, but that you will grant my 
desire is this — wdieii friends acquire an immensity of power, 
those who are tlieir sincere and ancient friends, are inspired 
with certain hopes of obtaining tlieir wishes. The troops, 
for which I pay nine lacks of pagodas yearly, in the service 
of the Company, were employed with those of my friends in 
the reduction of the Mysore country. I trust, therefore, that 
I shall he allowed to participate in tlie conquered countries, 
in proportion to tlie sum I contribute for those troops, and 
that tliercby tliroiigh your Lordship’s justice and equity, I 
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who have always followed the* fortunes of my friends,' and 
prayed for their acquirement of such successes, may obtain 
niy wishes. May your days be happy. 

What more ? 


No. II. 

From Lieut,-General Harrfs, to the Earl of Mornlngton, 

My I. 1 OIID, Seringiipataiii, May 13th, 1/99. 

This morning Purneah, who has so long been at the head 
of the principal departments of the Mysore Government, and 
enjoyed the confidence of the late Sultaun, paid me a visit, 
having arrived last night from the army, which remained 
under his command. 

After the customary ceremonies of an Eastern visit, Pur- 
ncah stated, in reply to my <|uestions concerning Futteh 
Ifyder, and tlie reason of his absence, that prudence re- 
quircil the preseinu? of a person of rank with the troops ; but 
tlu? Prince was ready to attend my summons. This led to 
farther conversation on the subject of the troops of the Sircars^ 
still remaining in arms near Seringapatamj and produced 
from Pitrneah a direct jiroposal for an arrangement, by the 
adoption of which alone, in his opinion, the immediate res- 
toration of order and tranquillity could be obtained. 

The following is the outline of tlic Plan proposed. 
1st. That one of the family of the late Tippoo Sultaun, 
should be pli*ced at the head of the Government, to be 
established in this Country. 

2i\d, That the Prince should pay to the English such 
tribute as sliall be agreed upon. 

ord. That the English troops shall garrison such Forts, as 
they deem necessary for the security of the Country. 

Purneali further suggested, that Futteh Hyder should be 
.the Prince selected, and under this arrangement, which he 
very strongly pressed on my consideration, he declared he 
would be rcs})onsible for tlie immediate settlement of the 
Country; and he intimated, through the discussion that he 
expected, as Dewan^ to be charged with the administration 
of the reveniiCwS under the Government, wliich it was pro- 
posed to establish. He stated, that the troops who, under 
any other plan would, he fcarctl, become a lawless banditti, 
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pillaging the Country, and only to be quelled by force, wotild 
under this remain quiet, on the hope of future employment 
in the Service. The family of Tippoo Sultaun would be 
preserved in a respectable rank, and the power of the 
English established by an arrangement, the moderation of 
which, would do honour to the national character. 

‘ I informed Purneah in reply to his proposal, that my 
powers did not authorise me even to give an opinion on his 
plan, that I would state it to your Lordship; but that he 
must clearly understand, I made no promise regarding the 
event. I insisted that Futteh 'Hyder should immediately 
repair to Scringapatam ; and weaving the consideration of 
permanent settlement, requested him to suggest measures for 
the temporary arrangements of the remains of the Sultaun's 
army, and the re-cstablishment of order in the Country. 

This, he said, was difficult, unless a prospect of the adop- 
tion of such apian, as lie had suggested was held out. About 
3000 of the cavalry wore he informed me, mounted on horses 
the property of the State ; the men would not serve us ; and 
although he thought his influence would be sufficient to 
cause their horses to he delivered up, together with the 
elephants and camels of the Sircar, which were also with his 
army ; arrears were due to the troopers, and the persons 
employed to attend the horses, which they had a right to 
expect. The rest of the cavalry were Sillalulars, whose 
horses were tlieir owm ; and whom it might be difficult to 
disperse at once, by dismission from the service, without the 
risk of great inconvenience to Government, and distress to 
the country from tlieir licentious conduct ; Meer Cummer 
lid Deen's party he informed me, had joined that now with 
Futteli 1 lyder. 

After much discussion, it was agreed, that the proposal 
of Purneah^ should be submitted to your Lordship’s consi- 
deration ; and that he should immediately receive ah order 
from me, to deliver up the elephants, camels, horses, &c. 
the property of the State. That I should cause a small 
advance of money for the supply of their immediate w^ants, 
to be paid to the troopers and horse-keepers of the Hargeer^ 
or regular cavalry ; and that all *Tagheedars, Sillalidars, &c. 
should be directed to return to the lands assigned to them 
respectively for their support, under the late Government, of 
which they should remain possessed until further orders; 
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reslU*icting at present^ their collection of the revenues of 
these lands, to the arrears of the last year only. This, as a 
temporary arrangement seemed satisfactory, and Purneah 
returned to his camp to put it in force. 

In the course of conversation, the possibility of an arrange- 
ment was hinted, for the establishment of a Hindoo Govern- 
ment, in favour of the ancient family of Mysore, but Purneah 
cautiously evaded entering into this idea, in the slightest 
degree. The Mahomeclan interest is so intimately blended 
with every department of the State irt this Country, that no 
plan by which it is set aside in favour of an Hindoo Prince, 
could produce the very desirable effect of restoring tran- 
quillity, and reconciling the troops, and most powerful class 
of the inhabitants to the change of Government. 

I have the honour to be. My Lord, 

Your most obedient and faithful Servant, 

G. Harris. 


No. III. 

The Earl of Mormngton to Lwut.^deneral Harris, 

Fort St. George, 14 May, 1/9.9. 

Having judged it necessary to entrust the conduct of all 
political afEiirs in Mysore, until my arrival at Seringapatam, 
or until further orders, to the exclusive management of my 
private Secretary, the honourable Mr. Henry Wellesley, and 
of my military Secretary Lieut.-Colonel Kirkpatrick, the ser- 
vices of the Commissioners appointed under my instructions 
of 22nd February are no longer required. That Commis- 
sion is, therefore, now super. seded.^ I request you to ex- 
press to the members of the commission my entire satisfac- 
tion in the zeal, ability, and discretion with which tliey have 
discharged the trust reposed in them in every part of their 
proceedings, of whicli I have hitherto been apprized. 

I am, &c. 

Mornington. 

• The instruction conveyed in this letter, was not to take elFeci until the 
arrival of Mr. Henry Wellesley at ISeriiigapatam, which will account for the 
apparent discrepancy of the letter dated May 20th 1709, [see next page] ad- 
, dressed to the members of the Army Coinriii8.sion, for a specific purpose. 
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No. IV. 

I'flC Earl of Morning'Um to the Resident at Hyderabad. 

Sir, Fort St. George, 17th May, 

Altliougli his highness the Nizcim has unreservedly com- 
mitted the interests of his government in the final adjust- 
m(‘nt of the concerns of tlie triple alliance to my charge, yet 
being desirous of consulting him in the present important 
conjuncture of affairs, as far as is consistent with a prompt 
and efficacious arrangement, I desire that you will, witliout 
delay, intimate to his Highness and the Minister my wish to 
be informed of their sentiments, not only with respeett to the 
general arrangement of affairs in Mysore as affecting the 
combined interests of the triple alliance, but also with re- 
gard to his Highness’s particular views and pretensions. 
You may assure his Highness of my entire disposition to 
meet his wishes to the utmost extent compatible with the 
general objects and interests of the alliance; and that it is 
witli a view to consvdt his wishes, as far as may be practi- 
cable, that 1 now solicit his sentiments and opinion. You 
will obtain his Highness’s and the Minister’s reply as early 
as possible, and forward it, in duplicate, to me to Fort St. 
George, and to Scringapatam. 

I am, &c. 

Mounington. 


No. V. 

The Earl of Mormn^ ton to the HomimdAe Colonel fVvllesley, and the 
Members of the Armff Commmion. 

(xENTLEMKN, Fort St. Goorge, 20th May, 

I liave great pleasure in expressing my entire approbation 
of the manner in which you have hitlierto executed the pow- 
ers entrusted to you. Unexpected circumstances, for wliich 
I could not make a particular provision, not only justified 
your deviation from the letter of my instructions, but would 
have rendered an adherence to their letter inconsistent with 
their spirit. You very properly considered that my first ob- 
jects must be fas 1 had expressed it,) in all crises, the safety 
of the army, and the success of the expedition; and that 
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these important considerations must always be pai’aniount to 
tlie strict execution of any special instruction. 

I am desirous of learning the nature of all the steps taken 
to conciliate the various Leaders of Troops dispersed in 
Mysore. Effectual measures of conciliation are absolutely 
necessary to the restoration of tranquillity in the country, and 
to the establishment of a final arrangement. 

1 desire that you will immediately ascertain and report to 
me the condition of the late Sultan’vS family, and the charac- 
ters, dispositions and views of his sous respectively, and their 
connections with parties ahd politics, either foreign or do- 
mestic. — ^T.^his enquiry will naturally lead to the question, how 
far any of the sons of the Sultan had either entered into his 
views of establishing an alliance with France, or had disap- 
proved them. The state of the family of the ancient Rajas 
of Mysore, and the cliaracters and description of the persons 
composing it must also form an immediate object of your in- 
vestigation to be rei)ortcd to me. 

It is also my wish to receive the opinion of the Commis- 
sion with respect to the most eligible settlement ot the Coun- 
try of MysorCj in every possible view of that extensive and 
intricate question. I request, therefore, that you will, imme- 
diately, take this important subject into deliberation ; if una 
iihnous in your opinion, you wdll report it collectively ; and it 
you should differ, you will each of you report your uj)iiiions 
separately, in writing, on the question, and transmit them to 
me for my consideration. As you may be assured of the 
most liberal construction, on my part, 1 shall expect that you 
will be pei’fectly unreserved in your communications iind sen- 
timents upon this momentous subject. My judgment is per- 
fectly without prejudice on any part of the question, and I 
am anxious to learn the result of your observations, with a 
view to assist me in forming a correct opinion. 

I wilf, however, state a few general points which may serve 
to explaiji the considerations requiring immediate attention in 
the examination of this question : 

1st. That mode of settlement is to be preferred which 
shall unite the most speedy restoration of peace and order, 
with the greatest practicable degree of security for the con- 
tinuance of both. 
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2nd. For this purpose not only the interests of tlie Com- 
pany, but those of tlie Nizam, of the Mahrattas, and of the 
leading Chieftains in Mysore must be conciliated. 

3rd. The Military power of Mysore must be broken ; or 
absolutely identified with that of the Company. 

4. Seringapatsmi must be, in effect, a British Garrison 
under whatever nominal authority it may be placed. 

5. The Company must retain the whole of the Sultan’s 
territorv in Malabar, and also in Coimbatore and Daraporam 
with the Heads of all the Passes on the Table Land. 

The 4th and 5th of these points are properly matters of 
detail, but 1 consider them to be so essential to the stability 
of any new settlement, that I have stated them here as fun- 
damental articles in every possible view and modification of 
the question. 

1 have, &c. 

Mornington. 


No. VI. 


77w Karl of Mornln^ton to the llaaident at Poonah. 

Sir, Fort 8t. George, 23d May, 1799. 

Although the Peishwa's conduct, since my declaration was 
signified to him has been such as to forfeit every claim upon 
the faith or justice of the Company, I have determined to 
allow him a certain share in the division of the conquered 
territory, ])rovided he shall conduct liiinself in a manner suit- 
able to the nature of his own situation and of that of the 
Allies, and shall not attempt to disturb the Settlement which 
I shall deem most expedient for the affairs of Mysore. 

The Peishwa’s sudden determination to take the field, ac- 
companied by the tacit acquiescence of Scindiah, and by tlie 
orders wdiich you state to have been forwarded to Purseram 
Bhow appears to me very suspicious. It is possible that be- 
fore the 10th t)f May, tlie Peishwa might have been ap- 
prised of the fall of Seringapatam ; and his own preparations 
together witli the orders of Purseram Bhow', may have been 
intended to fiivoiir the seige of Bednore, or of some other 
part of the late Tippoo Sultaun’s dominions, with the view of 
securing the dominions seized in defiance of tlu? consent of 
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the .Company and of the Nizam. Such a proceeding could 
not be viewed with indiflerence by me, and ultimately must 
prove injurious to the interests of the I^'^ishwa, by compell- 
ing the Company to renounce his alliance altogether, and to 
recover, by force of arms, the territory so unjustly invaded. 
I desire that you will take the most eftcctual measures in 
your power to discover the intentions of the Peishw a w'itli 
resj)ect to the treacherous design which 1 apprehend him to 
have formed ; and that you wdll employ such representations 
or other means as may appear to you most likely to prevent 
the execution of this design, if really entertained. You will 
apprise Lieut.-General Harris at Seringapatam, and J jieut.- 
Genei*al Stuart (now' occupying the late Sultan’s dominions 
on the coast of Malabar,) of any movement which you may 
apprehend from the Mahrattas towards the dominions of 
Tippdo Siiltaun. It is almost supertliions to state to you that 
the whole Kingdom of Mysore, liaving fallen to tlie arms of 
the Company and the Nizam, is at present to be considered 
as a part of their Dominions by right of conquest, and con- 
sequently any invasion of the Kingdom of Mysore must bo 
deemed, on the part of the Mahrattas, an aggression against 
both the otlier Members of the ^J'riple Alliance. Tlie 
Peishwa can derive no right to the conquered territories 
under an alliance of which he has violated both the letter 
and spirit. Whatever benefit he may eventually be j)er- 
initted to derive from our recent conquest, will flow" from the 
mere generosity and liberal policy of the British councils. 

Although I Imve not yet completely arranged in my mind 
the portion of territory which I mean to cede to the Peishw^a; 
I can now state to you generally, that I expect it will 
consist of the Territory of Anagooridy, Ilarponelly, and a 
part of Rydroog, to this may possibly be added a part of 
Bednore ; but the extent of that addition must depend upon 
circumstances on which I am not at present prepared to give 
a decision. It is evidently for the Peishwa's interest to 
await the quiet cession of the considerable territory wdiich he 
W"ill acquire under any possible modification of the settle- 
ment of Mysore, rather than incur the hazard of provoking 
that power which lifis so recently given a signal instance of 
its vigour and efficiency. 

The Peishwa must bt? aware that the Nizam will not wil- 
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lingly consent to any partition of Territory tending to enlarge 
the Maliratta Dominion, and tlierefore the Pcishwa should 
feel that he must rely on me exclusively for any such consi- 
deration and favour. Under such circumstances his wisest 
policy would be to be guided by your suggestions, and to 
make no attempt wdiich can serve to confirm my late suspi- 
cions of his disalfection to the interests of the Company. 

Previously to the cession of any j)ortion of Territory to the 
Peishwa, I should wish to endeavour to accomplish the 
w hole of the arrangement contained in my instructions to you 
of the 8th of July 1798.*' And I desire to learn from you, 
w'ithout delay, wdiether a renewal of tlioso propositions under 
the present circumstances of affairs would prove acceptable 
to the court of Poonah. 

On some parts of these propositions I sliall absolutely in- 
sist, as indispensable preliminaries to any cession of territory 
to the Peislnva. 

The establislunent of a Subsidiary P>ritish force at Poonah 
still appears to me to he a most desirable measure, although 
its importance has been iniicli diminished by tlie reduction of 
Mysore ; but a complete adjustment, under my arbitration, 
of every point now at issue between tlic courts of Poonah 
and Hyderabad, as w ell as an engagement to al)itle by tlie 
arbitration of the Company on all future points of di/lerenct? 
which may arise betw een the tw o courts ; the perpetual ex- 
clusion of the French from the territories and armies of the 
Peishwa, and a defensive alliance against any French inva- 
sion of India, must be made indispensable preliminaries of 
whatever cession of territory I may deem it expedient to 
make to the Peislnva. This general outline of my view's 
w'ill enable you to take such steps as may tend to favour 
their suec(\ss ; and 1 sliall hojie to receive from you, as e;irly 
as possible, such reflections as shall occur to you upon the 
suggestions contained in this letter. 

I enclose copies of two French papers found in the Palace 
of Tippoo Sultaun after the caxjture of Seringapatarn. Tlie 
originals are attested by the Sultan’s Byze or usual form of 
abbreviated signature. You will commiiuicate these papers 
to the Peishwa and to Nana; and you will not fail to enforce 
the arguments which arise from the evident design of the late 

* St'o Vol. I. j>. jn. 
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Sultan to employ the French arms for the purpose of reco- 
vering from the Mahrattas, and the Nizam, as well as from 
the Company the territories ceded to each of them under the 
treaty of Seringapatam. 

1 am, &c. 

Morninoton. 


No. VII. 

Xhe Earl of Mornington to the Eemlent nt Uytlerahad, 

Sir, Fort St. George, 23rd May, 1/99. 

I am apprehensive that the extraordinary tide of success 
which attends us in Mysore may so elate Aziin ul Onirali as 
to raise the pretensions of his court beyond all bounds of 
discretion. I rely on you to correct every appearance of 
such a disposition as well as every symptom of an inclination 
to hostilities against Scindiah, or the Peishwa. My wish is 
that the whole arrangement of our conquests should he left 
implicitly to the Company’s government, but I sliould h<^ 
glad to be furnished with a general outline of the view’s and 
pretensions of the Nizam, wrhich his Highness may be as- 
sured will form an anxious object of my attention in framing 
any new distribution of territory or pow er. 

I am, &c. 

M OUNINGTON. 


No. VIII. 

•J 

The Ilononrahle Henry ITeUmley to the Earl of Mormngton. 

My DKAR MornINGTON, Cmnp iknu* AnicuJ, 2.5fli May, 1/99. 

No part of the Carnatic is in a more traruiuil state than 
the country w-e passed through last night and this morning ; 
and there can be little doubt that if the (Commissioners of 
Malabar w ere to use proper cxcr.tions, that the same state 
of tranquillity and obedience to our (loveriiment might be 
produced in Canara. 1 am told that tlic inhabitants of all 
the villages betw een this place and Seringapatam express the 
greatest satisfaction at the fall of Ti])poo, and «it the pros- 
pect of living under the Company’s Cfovcrnment. 

Ever your’s, 

H. W'j-.TJ/CST.EY. 
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No. IX. 

Lieuf.^GctifTuf Sir Ah^rcd Clnrhe to the Eurl of Afornlngton. 

My dear Loud, Fort William, May 28, 1/99. 

Thanks to the expeditious passage of the Success Galley, 
I have been honoured with your letter of the 22nd instant, 
by wliich I was happy to find you had been dissuaded from 
undertaking tlie journey to Seringapatarn at this inclement 
season. The heat here has been intense, and I am told it is 
so much worse in the Amboor Valley and Baramalil sit this 
time of the year, that you would have found it insupport- 
able, and probably have suffered much ill health in conse- 
quence ; and as I see a great deal still to be done, that must 
depend on your strength of mind and active exertions, I 
should have been sorry that the benefit we may expect from 
the full operation of both, should have been hazarded by an 
overzeal for the public good. The moi*e 1 reflect on the 
events of the last twelve months the greater surprise and gra- 
tification 1 feel; and tlie wider view 1 take of their probable 
consequences, the more vsatisfied I am of the wisdom of those 
measures, and the merit of those persevering exertions that 
have ensured, so far, a jirospcct of long peace and general 
stability to the interests of the British Empire in India. I 
am aware this is something like a repetition of wlia^ I said 
before, but it presses so heavily on my mind, tliat I cannot 
restrain it. I shall wait witli much impatience to know the 
outlines of the plan you may determine on with respect to 
the possessions of every description that liave fallen under 
our controiil, which is a matter of no easy arrangement ; but 
will, 1 am persuaded, be brought to the most favourable 
issue that enlightened policy and sound judgment can devise. 

No evidence was w anting to corroborate the justice of the 
w^ar against Tippoo ; but if there had, nothing could have 
proved more satisfactory and complete than the papers you 
have been good enough to send me copies of. They are 
such as one w^ould be desirous of recording immediately and 
every where. 

1 have the honour to be, with the greatest respect and es- 
teem, my clear Lord, your Lordship’s obedient, 

And most faithful humble Servant, 

A LURED Clarke. 
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llic Earl of Mornni^hm to I/icnt general Harru. 

Fort St. Gourde, 28th Muy, 

I think it necessary to apprise you, without delay, that it 
is my most earnest desire to avoid hostilities with the Mah- 
rattas, and, therefore, altliougli their army should actually 
liave entered the Mysore Country, I do not wish that mea- 
sures of force should be taken to reixd them. I approve the 
letter which you have written to Purseram Bhow for the pur- 
pose of preventing the advance of his army into Mysore, or 
of inducing him to withdraw it, if already advanced. 

It wdll be advisable to lose no time in taking possession of 
the Forts of Simogu, Bednore, Chittcldroog, and any others 
on the northern Frontier of Mysore, w'hich may appear im- 
portant for the purpose of checking the advance of tlie Mali- 
rattas. You will judge how far such detachments may be 
practicable consistently wdth the essential object of inaintain- 
ing your main army in a formidable and eilicient state. If 
the Mahrattas, however, should have occupied any forts in 
that quarter, I desire that no measures of force jnay bo taken 
to dislodge them; representations may be made to the se- 
veral Counnanders and Killalidars, but no liostility must, on 
any account, be undertaken against the Mahratta army, 
unless in the case stated, that the safety of your own army’^ 
or their aggression should absolutely demand the use of 
force,” 

Whatever fortS may actually be in our poss(?ssion must bo 
maintained, even at the hazard of liostility ; Imt I do not sup- 
pose that the Mahrattas will vemture to become th(» aggrt's- 
sors, althougli it would be conformable to their policy to 
pre-occupy the nortliern parts of the country with a vi(iw of 
rediicing me to the alternative eitliiu' of ceding tliem to the 
Peishwa, or of engaging in a war for the purpose of ex- 
pelling his army. 

I iurthor think it necessary to apprise you tliat upon prin- 
ciples of policy too obvious to require ex])lanation, it is my 
determination to allow' the state of Poonah to participate in 
the division of the country now at the disposal of the Allies. 

i have, tvc. 
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No. XL 

The Earl of Morningtm to Lieut. -General Steuart. 

Sir, Fort St, Geor/yc, 1st June, 1799. 

I learnt with much satisfaction the important intelligence 
of the safe arrival of the airniy of Bombay on the frontier of 
the Province of Canara. 

From your several communications it appears that the sea- 
son is too far advanced to admit of an attempt to reduce the 
Province of Canara in tlie event of any resistance being of- 
fered to the introduction of our government; but I flatter 
myself that the orders transmitted from Seringapatam to the 
Killahdars of the several forts in Canara may enable you to 
take possession of the country even during the monsoon. I 
rely on you to make the best distribution of your present 
foree for that purpose. 

I now proceed to add such general directions as occur to 
me with respect to the first settlement of the country if it 
should fall into our hands. With respect to the policy to be 
observed upon our entrance into the Government of Canara, 
our great object should be to reconcile the inhabitants to our 
authority by the utmost degree of indulgence to their pre- 
judices and customs, and by refraining from any other 
changes of system than such as evidently tend to alleviate 
oppression, if oppression \vere felt by the people under the 
former government. With this view I empower you to esta* 
blish such a temporary system of administration of revenue 
and justice as may appear best calculated tp maintain order 
and tranquillity, and to conciliate tlie affections of the people. 

I am, &c. 

Mornington. 


No. XIL 

ne Earl of Mornington to Lieut. -General Harris^ Colonel A’rthur ITd- 
lesley. Honourable Henry IVelkdeyy Lieut, -Colonels IViUiam Kirkpa- 
trick, and Barry Close— -Commissioners for the Affairs of Mysore. 

Gentlemen, Fort St. Geor^^e, 4th June, 1799. 

The Commission which accompanies this Letter* will ap- 
prize you of the nature and extent of the powers wliich I 


* See page 23, 
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have deemed it advisable to entrust to you. These powers 
necessarily supersede those which I had delegated during 
tlie campaign to the Commission appointed to assist Lieut.-* 
General Harris in all matters relating to political negotiation, 
Tlie favourable situation of affairs in Mysore appearing to 
render my presence at Seringapatara quite unnecessary; I 
have again taken the resolution of remaining at Madras, and I, 
therefore, propose to confide to you such a portion of my au- 
thority as may enable you, under my orders, to effect a settle- 
ment of tlie country without my presence. Whatever three 
Members of the Commission shall be present at Seringapa- 
tam, on tlie arrival of this despatch, will proceed immedi- 
ately to act under the Commission, and to execute the in- 
structions contained in this letter. 

The restoration of the representative of the ancient fa- 
mily of the Rajahs of Mysore, accompanied by a partition of 
territory between the Allies, in which the interests of the 
Mahrattas should be conciliated, appearing to me, under all 
the circumstances of the case, to be the most advisable basis 
on wliich any new settlement of the Country can be vested, 

I have resolved to frame, without delay, a plan founded on 
these principles ; and I hope, in the course of to-morrow, to 
be able to forward to you the Articles of a Treaty, with pro- 
jier instructions annexed, for the purpose of carrying the 
abovemontioned plan into effect. In the meanwhik* it is ab- 
solutely necessary that certain measures of precaution should 
be immediately adopted in order to facilitate the intended 
arrangement, ^hese measures relate — 

1st. To the satisfaction of the principal Musselman Sir- 
dars, and of the Killalidars of the several Forts. 

2ncl. To the mode of removing the family of Tippoo Sul- 
taun from Mysore with the least practicable injury to their 
feelings. With regard to the first object, I have already 
forw^ardeM to the Honourable Mr. H. Wellesley a letter to 
Meer Allum, and a copy of a letter from the Nizam to me, 
which I trust will enable you to give a complete satisfaction 
to Kummer ud Deen ; and unless you expect any considerable 
advantage from his influence at Seringapatam in conciliating 
others of his religion, I desire that you will take the earliest 
measures to induce him to repair to Gurrumcondah ; with the 
/>ther leading Musselnians you should immediately enter into 
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such specific engagements as may preclude tbe possibility of 
any alarm in their minds with respect to their situation and 
prospects under any new arrangements of the country. I rely 
on your discretion to conclude such an arrangement, with as 
little hurtheu to the finances of the Company as circiim- 
stanjcs will admit. The whole'hody of Tippoo's Sirdars 
ought not to become an exclusive charge upon tlie Company, 
they must he employed and provided for by the Allies, and 
by the llajah of jMysore collectively. The families of the 
Sirdars, slain during the campaign, must also be provided for 
in the same manner. 

The Killahdars who have suiTcndered posts, and those who 
still hold forts in their possession, should be paid their ar- 
rears for tlie montli of April, at least, with their j)ay for the 
month of May, and for as long a time as we may leave them 
in charge of their forts. On dismissing any of them, a liberal 
gratuity should be given them for the purpose of concilia- 
tion; all these charges may hereafter be adjusted between 
the Allies. 

As soon as you shall judge that your avrangeimmts with 
the remnayit of the Mussclman interest are in suflicitait for- 
wardness, you will proceed to take necessary measures for 
removing the family of tlie Sultann. The details of this 
painful, but Indisjiensahle, measure cannot be entrusted to 
any person more likely to combine every office of humanity 
with the prudential precautions recpiired by this occasion 
than Colonel Wellesley; and F, therefore, commit to his dis- 
cretion, activity and humanity, the wdiolo arfangement, sub- 
ject always to such suggestions as may be oifere<l by tlie 
other ineinberKS of the Commission. I have afipointtal Lieut.- 
Colonel Doveton to take the command of the Fortress of 
Vellore, which is destinetl for the future residence of the Sul- 
taiin’s family. Lieut.-Colonel Doveton is also ajipoiiited 
Paymaster of Stipends to the family ; and he has been di- 
rected to make every pos'sible preparation for tlieir accom- 
modation at Vellore. After their ari'ival, no reasonable ex- 
pence will be spared to render their habitation suitable to 
their former rank and expectations ; and it is my intention 
to give them a liberal pecuniary allowance. ColoiielA^elles- 
ley w ill judge whether it may be necessary to give, either to 
the w'hole or to any branch of the family any specific assur- 
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ance of the exact amount of th6 sums to be allotted to them 
respectively, if any such particular explanation should ap- 
pear necessary for their satisfaction, I authorize you to 
make the allotmoit of stipend to each of them, as well as for 
the establishment of the Zenana, provided that the total sum • 
for the maintenance of the family be not stated at more than 
three, or at the utmost, four lacs of pagodas. Tlie sons of 
the late Sultaun may be accompanic;d by such attendants as 
they may select, provided the number be not so great as to 
endanger the public tranquillity, or to form a point of union 
for the adherents of the late Sultaun. It might be desir- 
able that Alii Reza should accompany the Trinces, as he 
appears to be attached to the interests of the Company, and 
at the same time to entertain considerable affection for the 
Princes. The females and children of the several families 
must follow the Princes as speedily as possible. Colonel 
AVellesley, in my name, Avill give the most unequivocal assur- 
ances of j)rotection and indulgence to every branch of the 
family. And at a jn-oper tinie he will deliver the letters for 
the h>ur eldest sons of Tippoo, forwarded by the Persian 
translator to Mr. Wellesley. If Lieut. -General Harris should 
be at Seringapatam, or within reach of it, 1 am' persuaded that 
his humanity will induce him to exert every effort to mitigate 
all tlu! rigorous i»art of this revolution in Mysore, which I 
feel myself bound, by every principle of duty towards the 
British interests in India, to accomplish without delay. 

1 have learned, with the utmost degree of surprise and 
concern, that ^he Zenana, in the Palace of the Sultaun, was 
searched for treasure some time after the capture of the 
place. I could have wished, for the honour of the British 
name, that the apartments of the women had not been dis- 
turbed.* In the heat and confusion of an assault, such 
excesses arc frequently unavoidable ^ but I shall for ever 
lament.thut this scene should have been acted long after the 
contest had subsided, and when .the whole jdace had sub- 
mitted to the superiority of our victorious arms. If any per- 
sonal orrtaments or other articles of value were taken from, 
the women in that unfortunate moment, I trust that the Com- 
mander-in-Chief will make it his business to vindicate the 

*^ec Appendix p. 763. for a satisfactory explanation of this charge. 
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humanity of the British character by using the most zealous 
exertions to obtain a full restitution of the property in question. 

After this observation, it is su])erfluous to add my most 
anxious expectation that the utmost degree of care will be 
► taken to secure the personal property of the Princes, and of 
the w^omen when the period of their removal shall arrive. 

You will, of course, apply to the CommandeiMii-Chief for 
such an escort as may be necessary to convey the family of 
Tippoo to the place of their destination; and you will ar- 
range the time and mode of their departure, so as to preclude 
the possibility of any commotion or escape. It is desirable 
that some ofliccr, conversant in the language, manners, and 
customs of the natives, and of approved humanity, sliould 
• accoin])any the Princes, until Licut.-Colonel Doveton can 
meet them. His qualifications for the trust which I have 
reposed in him are too well known to require any illustration. 

In exercising the general ])Owers vested in you by the ac- 
companying Commission, I desire that you will not interfere 
in the management of the Province of Canara, until you shall 
receive further instructions from me. I have directed Gene- 
ral Steuart to make a temporary arrangement for the Govern- 
ment of that Province, and until I shall have received his 
Report I cannot decide the system of measures most eligible 
to be adopted in that quarter. You will apprise the Com- 
missioners whose power is superseded by this new Commission 
of my entire approbation of tlieir services, ami you will return 
them my thanks accordingly. 

These regulations are founded on an opinion that the Com- 
mand er-in-Chief may not always be at liberty to act in a 
political capacity; and that he may not be able to spare more 
than one of his confidential staff from about bis person; my 
selection of liieut.-Colonel Close has been directed, not only 
by my knowledge of his extraordinary talents, ])roficiency jn 
the native languages, and experience in the native m^anners 
and customs, but by my determination to estal>lish him in 
the important office of Resident with the Rajah of Mysore, 
as soon as that Prince shall be placed upon the Miisnud. 

You will observe that the Commission enjoins all the Com- 
missioners and persons employed under them to take an oath 
of secrecy previously to entering upon their functioh^'^Epu 
will, therefore, communicate a copy of the Commission to any 
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Member who may liappen to be absent from Seringapatam 
when the despatdi shall arrive; but the contents of this 
despatch must not be communicated by the persons to whom 
it is addressed to any person who shall not have taken the 
oath of secrecy prescribed in the Commission, excepting 
Meer Allum. 

It has occurred to me that the removal of your meetings 
to Bangalore might have an useful effect in drawing the mul- 
titude of Musselmans from Seringapatam. This would enable 
the Commandant of the Fort to commence the repair and im- 
provement of the fortifications, and to proceed in clearing 
the place, and making it strictly a Military Station. I recom- 
mend the earliest possible attention to this measure as being 
of essential importance to our security in Mysore. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 

Your faithful Servant, 

Mornington. 

[Commission.] 

Richard, Earl of Mornington, Govffrnor-General for all the Forces 
and Affairs of the British Nation in India. 

To all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting : » 

Whereas, the glorious success of the British and Allied Anns in My- 
sore, under tlic favour of Providence, has reduced the territories of tlic 
late Tippoo Sultaun to the joint power and authority of the Honourable 
tlie liiiglisli East India Ojuipany, and of his Highness the Soubah of the 
Dekkan, their friend and ally : and whereas his said Highness has given 
full power and authority to the Right Honourable llichard, Earl ofMorn- 
ingioji, Governor-General for all the Forces and AtFairs of the British Na- 
tion in India, to conduct and order the interests of his Highness in the 
said possessions, and to conclude such an arrangement thereof as shall ap- 
pear to his Lordship to be most expedient for the security and welfare of 
the Country, and for the coininoii benefit of the Allies. 

Now know ye, that for the more speedy conclusion of such salutary 
arrangement, and for the restoration of order and tranquillity by the set- 
tlement of the said conquered territories, I, the said Richard Earl of 
Morningtftn, Governor-General as aforesaid, do hereby constitute, nomi- 
nate ami appoint , or any three or more of them to be 

Commissioners during my pleasure for the settlement of the territories 
recently conquered from the saidTippoo 8uUaun, and to be and be styled 
Commissioners for tlie Affairs of Mysore, with full powers to negotiate 
and conclude, in my name, ail such Treaties, and to make and issue all 
such tempprary and provisional Regulations for the ordering and ma- 
niigcE^nt of the Civil and ^Military Government and of the Revenues of 
the said territories, as may be necessary for the immediate administration 
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ulid' settlement thereof. The said Couiinissioners to be nevertheless sub- 
ject to siicli orders and iiistmctious as they shall from time to time re- 
ceive from nus and rofiftilarly to r<^ort their proceedings to rne, keeping 
an exact diary <ir daily record thereof under the si^^natiire of o^nc of their 
secretaries : and I do hereby empower the said Commissioners to hold 
their Meetinij^s at such places, either within the territories of the late 
Tip|>Oo Sultaun or elsv* where, as Uitiy shall judger most convenient, and 
to adjourn from time to time, and to chansce the place of their imsetinj;^ 
according to the exigency of the publie stn’vice : and I authorize and di- 
rect the said C(»mmissioners to coiiimunicate fron) time to time with 
Meer Alluin Bahatidiir touching the objects of this Commission, and I 
nominate and appoint to be secretaries, and 

to be Assistafit-secretary to the said Commission during iny 
pleasure ; and before the said Commissioners or any of them shall pro- 
ceed to act in the execution of any of the powers or trusts vested in 
them by this Commission, save only the power of administering the oath 
hereinafter mentioned, he or they shall severally take and subscribe the 
following oath, tliat is to say : 

I, A. IL do faiilifully promise and swear, that as a Commissioner for 
the Affairs of Mvvsore, I >vill execute the several powers and trusts re- 
posed in me according to the best of my skill and judgment without fa- 
vour <»r aff’ecti<m, prejudice or inaJiee, !o any y)crson vvliatcver. I vvill 
not disclose or make kno>vn any <if the, ord(!rs or instructions which sliall 
be transmitted to me, or to the said Commissioners by the (lovenior-Ge- 
neral, or by his order, or any of the [u-oeeedings of tlie said Commis- 
sioners, save only to the Ollier Members of this (A)mmission, onto the 
person or persoiKs who shall be fluly nominated and employed in tran- 
scribing or preparing the same respectively, or in seconding the proceed- 
ings of tlie said Commissioners, or unless I shall be authorized by the 
Governor-General disclose or make known the same. 1 do furthm* 
promise and swear that I will not <iemaud, take, or accept, directly or 
indirectly, by my self or by any other person, l\)r my use, or on my behalf, 
or on the behalf or for the use of any other person tiny sum of money 
or other valuable thing by way of gift, [> resent, or otherwise, and tliat 
to the Governor-General in Council 1 will justly and truly account for, 
answer, and pay the rents, duties, and other revenues and siuns of money 
wliich shall come to my hands or to the hands of any person or per- 
sons in tru-^t lor or eiii]>loyed by me in execution of the powers and au- 
thority vested in the said Coinnijssioiiers by the said Governor-Gcnerul — 

So help me God. 

\Miich oath any two of the said Commissioners shall and arc hereby em- 
powered to administer to the others of tlicm or any of tliem ; and the 
said oath shall he entered by one of the secrctariijs to the Commission, 
amongst the acts of the Board, and be duly subscribed and attested by 
the said ( commissioners at the time <»f their taking and administering the 
same to each other respiictively. 

And the several SiMMctaries and other officers of the said Board of 
Commissioners siiall also take and subscribe before the said Board such 
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t)at.h of secrecy, and for the exceutioii of the duties of their respective 
stations, and the of their eoiidnct therein, as the said Board 

shall direct ; and when any three of the siiid Commissioners shall have 
taken the said outli, th(;y shall immediately constitute a Board, and pro- 
<‘eed to aet under the (h)m mission. And I do hereby empower and di- 
rect tlie said Commissioners to take char;yfe and render an exact aceoiint 
to me of siieh puhlic property as has been or shall lie found within the 
territories of the late Tippoo Siiltaun, and also to collect and hrin/iC to 
ac(‘ount all such arrears of revenue ainl all sueh sums of money as were 
due to the Sirkar on the 4th of iVIay, or ha\c or .shall become due, 
from and after that day to the Government of the Allies, and provided 
always that this order slial) not he construed to prevent or impede the 
distribution amonj^^ the Allied army of the 'prize taken in the Fort of 
Seringapatam, on the 4th of May accordinjt** to the general order issued 
by the Goveriior-Gtuieral in Council under date the ; and 

provided also that nothing coutuiiied in this (commission shall be deemed i 
to preclude the right of captors of any fort or place taken on or before 
the said 4th <lay of May, to obtain from the < •omrnissioners an at- 

tested account of the jmblic property eontained therein, in order that 
tile claims of all such capltirs may be heard and determined hy the Go- 
vernor-General in (kuincil or by the Honourable thi‘. Court of Directors 
or by HisS Majesty in (‘louiicil according to tlie nature of the ease. And 
I do lierchy authorize and direct the said Commissiouers immediately 
upon entering on their duties under this (k)tumiKSsion to issue a IVocla- 
matiou notifying the restoration of trati(|uillity, and proju^ing to all the 
inhabitants of the territories of the late I'ippoo Sultann .security of per- 
son and of private property, and eneouraging them to resume their ordi- 
nary occupations under the protecthui of the Allies. And I further tli- 
re.ct that the said rroelamalioii shall contain the strietest injuui!tions to 
all persons within the said tcrrilorios, under the most severe penalties, to 
abstain from acts of violence, outrage, and jjlunder. 


No. XIII. 

From Lord Alor/ii/f^'ton to tjhyni,-Colomd Kirkpatrwk, 

S\R, Fort 8t. George, r)tli dune, 

I litTve given fiilJ attention to the draft of tlie treaty trans- 
mitted by you, and although the sfihstance, and many parts of 
the detail of that dnift are perfectly conformable to my ideas, I 
think the whole transaction would be more convcnicntlythrown 
into a different form, from that wliich you have given to it. 
1 do not see any necessity for ceding the whole Country in 
the first instance to the Rajah of Mysore, and accepting 
again as a ce.ssion under his authority, such districts as must 
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be retained by the Allies. I think it will be more convenient, 
and less liable to future embarrassment, to rest the whole 
Settlement upon the basis of our right of conquest, and thus 
to render our cession the source of the Rajah’s dominion. For 
this purpose the proceeding should commence with a treaty 
between the Nizam and the Company, with power to the 
Peishwah to accede under certain conditions. The next 
step should be a treaty with the Rajah, containing all that 
relates to his connexion with the Company, and to his interior 
government. 

The Rajah after his accession, may be made a party to the 
general guarantee, contained in my draft accompanying this 
letter.^ The principal points in which I differ with you, are 


[ Treat If of Mysore.'] 

* Treaty for stren^themns^ the Alliance and friendship^ suhsistini{ between 
the English East India Company Bahaudnry His Highness the Nabob 
Nizam ud Dowlah Asoph Jah Bahaa dur^ and the Peishwah Row 
Pundit Purdhann Bahaudary and for effecting a Settlement of the 
Dominions of the late Tippoo Sultaan. 

Wiiercas the deceased Tippoo Sultauii, unprovoke<I by any act of aggres- 
sion on the part of the Allies, entered into an offensive and defensive 
alliance with the French, and admitted a French force into his army, for tlie 
purpose of coumieiicing war against the Honourable English Company 
Bahaiuler, and its Allies, Nizam ud Dowlah Asoph Jah Baliaudur, and 
the Peishwah Ilo^v Pundit Purdliaun Bahaudur. And the said Tippoo 
Sultaun having attempted to evade the just demands of satisfaction and 
security, made by the Honourable English Company Bahaudur, and its 
Allies, for their defence and protection, against the joint designs of the 
said SullaiMi and of the Frcncli j the allied Armies of the Honourable 
English Company Bahaudur, and of His Highness Nizam ul Huwlah 
Asoph Jah Baliaudur proceeded to hostilities in vindication of their rights, 
and for the preservation of their respective Douiiuions from the perils of 
foreign invasion, an<l from the ravages of a cruel and relentless enemy. 
And whereas, it has pleased Almighty God to prosper the just 
cause of the said Allies, the Honourable English Company Bahaudur, 
and his Highness Nizam ud Dowlah Asoph Jah Bahaudur, with a con- 
tinued course of victory ami success, and finally to crown their arms 
liy the reduction of the Capital of Mysore, the fall of Tippoo Sul- 
taun, the utter extinction of his power and the unconditional sub- 
mission of his people. And whereas, the said Allies being disposed 
to exercise the rights of conquest, with the same moderation and for- 
lioaraijcc, which they have observed from the commencement to the con- 
clusion of the late successful war, have resolved to use the power which 
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the necessity of holding certain principal fortresses in absolute 
sovereignty. I have now limited that demand to the fortress 

it has pleased Almighty God to place in their hands, for the purpose of 
oI)taining reasonable compensation for the expenses of the war, and of 
establishing permanent security and genuine tranquillity for themselves, 
and their sul>jects, as well as for all the powers contiguous to their res- 
pective dominions. Wherefore, a treaty for the adjustment of the ter- 
ritories of the late Tippoo Sultaun, between the English East India 
Company Bahaudur, and his Highness the Nabol> Nizam ud Dowlah 
Asoph Jail Bahaudur, is now concluded by Licut.-Gcneral George Harris, 
Commander in Chief of the Forces of His Britannic Majesty, and of the 
English East India Company Bahaudur in the Carnatic, and on the Coast 
of Malabar 5 the Honourable Colonel Arthur Wellesley, t^e Honourable 
Henry AVellesley, Lieut.-Coloncl William Kirkpatrick, and Lieut. -Colonel 
Barry Close, on the part and in tlie name of the Right Honourable Richard 
Earl of Mornington, K. P., Governor-General for all the affairs, civil and 
military of the British nation in India; and by the Nabob Meer Allum Ba- 
haudur, on the part and in the name of His Highness the Nabob Nizam ud 
Dowlah Asoph Jali Baliaudur, according to the iindennentiomMl articles, 
which by the l>lessing of God, shall he binding upon the heirs and successors 
of the contracting juirties, as long as the sun aiul moon shall endure, ai»d of 
which the conditions shall be reciprocally observed by the said contracting 
parties. 

Artwh 1 . 9 r, — It being reasonable and just that the Allies by this treaty 
should accomplish the original objects of the war, viz. a due indemnifica- 
tion for the expenses incurrcMl in their own defence, and effectual security, 
for their respective. ])ossessions against the future designs of their cueinicR, 
it is stipulated and agreed, that the districts specified in the Schedule A, 
hereunto annexed, together with the heads of all the passes leading from the 
territory of the late Tippoo Sultaun, to any part of the pt)hsessioris of the 
English East Iiidiii Company Bahaudur, of its xVllies or tributaries sitiuited 
below the Gliauts on either coast, and all forts situated near to,* and com- 
manding the said passes, shall he subjected to the authority, and for ever in- 
corporated with the dominions of the English East India Company Bahau- 
dur, the said (yOinpany Bahaudur engaging to provide effectually out of the 
revenues of tin; said districts, for the suitable maintenance of the whole of 
thc'famiiies of the lute Hydcr Alii Khan, and of the late Tippoo Sultaun, 
and to apply to this purpose, with the reservation hereinafter stated, au 
annual sum of not less than two lacs of . star pagodas, making the Com- 
pany’s share as follows : — estimated value of districts, enumeiated in the 
Schedule x\, according to the statement of Tippoo Sultaun in 171^^, Can- 
teria pagodas, 7,77,170; deduct provision for the families of Ilyder Alii 
Khan, and of Tippoo Sultaun two lacs of star pagodas in Canteria pagodas, 
remains to the East India Company, 5,37,1/0. 

Ankle For the same reason stated in the preceding Article, the 
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of Seringapatam, which I cannot consent to part with* With 
regard to Chittledroog, Bednoro, &c. lying within the terri- 


districts specified ia Schedule B, annexed hereunto, shall he subjected to 
the antiiority and for ever united with the ddiainioiis of the Nabob Ni- 
zam ud Dowlah Asoph Jali Bahandur, the said Nal)ob bavinj^ engaged to 
provide liberally from the revennes of the said districts, for the support of 
Mecr Kummer ud Deen Bahaudiir and of his family and relations, and to 
grant him for this purpose a personal jaghirc in the district of Onrruni- 
conclah, equal to the annual sum of 2, Ml, 000 rupees, or of 70,000 Caiiteria 
pagodas, over and above and exclusive of a jaghire, which the said Nabob 
has also agreed to assign to the said Meer Kummer ud Dceii Khauii, for 
the pay and inaiiitenance of a proportionate number of troops, to be em- 
ployed in the service of his said Highness, making^the share of his Highness 
as follows — estimated value of the territory specified in Schedule B, accord- 
ing to the statement of Tippoo Siiltann in 1792, b,07,3.‘i2 ; deduct personal 
jaghire to Meer Kummer ud Deen Khuun, 2, 10, ()()() rupees, orrontcrai 
pagodas, 70,000 ; remains to the Naliob Nizam ud Dotvlah Asoph Jah 
Bahaudur, b, 37,0^2, 

^rlkic 3rd , — It being further expedient for the preservation of peace 
and trantpiillity, and for the general security on the foundations now es- 
tablished by tlic contracting parties, that the fortress of 8eringapatam 
should be subjected to the said Company Bahandur, it is stipulated and 
agreed,, that the said fortress and the island on which it is situated, 
including tlie small tract of land or island, lying to the westward of the 
iiuiiu island, and l)ounde<l on the west by a nullah, called the Mysore 
Nullah, which falls into the Cauvery near Chungnl (Oiaut, shall become 
part of the dominions of the said Company in full l ight and sovereignty 
for ever. 

Ankle Ath . — A separate Government shall be established in Mysore, 
and for this purpose it is stipulated and agreed, that ^Maharajuli Mysoor 
Kistna llajah Oodiaver Bahandur, a desceiulant of the antient Rajahs of 
Mysoor, shall possess the territory hereinafter described upon the condi- 
tions hereinafter niciilioned. 

Ankle hth . — 'Die <*ontracting powers mutually and severally agree, that 
the districts specified in Schedule C, Jiereimto annexed, shall be ceded to 
the said iMaharajah Mys«)or upon the conditions hereinafter mentioned. 

Ankle ti///. — The Jiiiglish East India Company Bahaudur shall he at 
liberty to make such deductions from time to time, from the sums allotted 
by the 1st. Article of the present treaty, for the maintenanec of the families 
of Hyder Alii Khaunaiid Tippoo Siiltaim, as may be proper inconsequence 
of the decease of any member of the said families, and in the event of any 
hostile attempt on the jiart of the said family, or of any member of it, 
against the authority of the contracting parties, or against tJie peace of 
their respective duininiuiis, or the territory of the Rajah of Mysore j then 
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tory of the Rajali, the possession of Seringapatam, and the 
conditions of our subsidiary treaty with the Rajah, will I trust, 

the said Enp^lish East India Company Bahaiidtir .shall be at liberty to limit 
or suspend eniirely the payment of the whole, or any part of the .stipend 
hereinbefore stipulated, to be applied to the maintenance and support of 
the sard families. 

Artich Tth . — His Hij(hncs.s the Peishwah Row Pundit Piirdhuiin Bahau- 
dur shall be invited to accede to tlie present treaty ; and nlthouj^h the said 
Peishwah Row Pundit Purdhauii Babaiidur, has rieiiher jiarlicipatcd in the 
expense or danger of the late war, and therefore is not entitled to sliarc any 
part of the acquisitions made by the contracting parties, uainely, the En- 
glish East India Company Bahaudtir, and his Highness the Nabob Nizam 
udDowlah Asoph Jah BmJhaudur; yet, for the maintenance of the relations 
of friendship, and alliance between the said Peishwah Row Pundit Purd- 
haun Bahaudur, the Engli.sh East India Coitipany Bahaudur, his Highness 
the Nabob Nizam iil Dowlali Asoph Jah Raliaiidur, and Maharajah Mysoor 
Kistna Rajah Bahaudur, it is stipulated and agreed that certain distri(*ts, 
specified in Schedule I), hereunto annexed, shall be reserved for the pur- 
pose of being eventually ceded to the said Peishwah Row Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahaudur, in full right and sovereignty, in the same manner as if he had 
been a contracting party to this treaty ; provided however, that the said 
Pei.shwah Row Pundit Purdliuuu Bahaudur shall accede to the present 
treaty in its full extent, within one month from the day on which it shall 
be formally comm iihicatcd to him by the contracting parties ; and providtMj 
also, that he shall give satisfaction to the English liast India Company 
Bahaudur, and to hivS Higliness Nizam ud Dowlali Asoph Jah Bahaudur, 
with regard to certain points now pending between him, tiu* said Peishwah 
Row Pundit Purdhaun Eahimdur, ami the said Nabob Nizam ud Dowlah 
Asoph Jah Bahaudur, and also with regard to .such points as shall he repre- 
sented to the said Peishwah, on the part of the English East India ( -oin- 
pauy Bahaudur, by the (joveraor-General, or the English resident at the 
court of Poonah. 

Art’icle^th. — If, contrary to the. ami<‘ahle expectation of the contracting 
parties, the said Pcishvvali Row Pundit Ihirdhaun Bahaudur .siiall refuse to 
accede to this treaty, or to give satis fairtion upon the point.s, tn which the 
7th Article refers, tlien the right to and sovereignty of the several districts, 
hereinbefore reserved for eventual ces.sioii to the Peishwah Row Pundit 
Purdhauif Bahaudur, shall rest jointly in the said English Ea.st India Com- 
pany Bahaudur, and tlie said Nabob Nizftiin ud Dowlah A.soph Jah Ba- 
haudur, who will eitlicr exchange tliem with tlic Rajah of iVlysorc, for 
other districts of equal value, more contiguous to their respeirtive ter- 
ritories, or otherwise arrange and settle respecting them, as they shall 
judge proper. 

Article — It being expedient for the effectual estahlishmeiit of Maha- 
rajah Mysoor Kistna Rajah, in the government of M 3 ^sore, that his High- 
ness should be assisted with a suitable subsidiary force, it is stipulated and 
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give US a sufficient command over them ; but, I cannot consent 
to allow the Nizam to hold Chittledroog ; it would be a very 


agreed, that the whole of the said force shall he furnished by the English 
East India Company Bahaudur, according to the terms of a separate treaty, 
to be i in mediately concluded between the said English East India Com- 
pany Bahaudur, and his Highness the Maharajah Mysoor Kistoa Rajah 
Oodiavar Bahaudur. 

Artkle lOM. — ^This treaty consisting of ten Articles, being settled and con- 
cluded this day, the22d of June, 1799, (corresponding to the 1 7 th of Moliur- 
rum, 1214, Anno Higcre), by Lieut. -General George Harris, the Honourable 
Colonel ArthurWcllesley, Honourable Henry Wellesley, Licut.-Colonel Wil- 
liam Kirkpatrick, and Licut.-Colonel Barry Close, on the part and in the 
name of the Right flonourablc Richard 12arl of Mornington, Governor- 
General aforesiiid, and hy Meer Allum Bahaudur, on the part, and in the 
name of his Highness the Nabol) Nizam ud Dowlali Asoph Jah Bahaudur, 
the said Lieiit.-General Harris, the Honouralile Colonel Arthur Wellesley, 
the Honourable Henry Wellesley, Lieut.-ColoncI William Kirkpatrick and 
Lieut.-Coloncl BarryClose, have delivered to Meer A Hum Bahaudur oneeopy 
of the same, signed, and .scaled hy themselves; and Meer Allum Bahaudur 
has delivered to Lieut -General George Harris, the Honourable Colonel 
Arthur Wellesley, the Honourable Henry Wellesley, Licut.-Colonel Wil- 
liam Kirkpatrick, and Lieiit.-Colonel Barry Close, another copy of the same 
signed and sealed by himself; and Lieut-General (ieorge Harris, the Honour- 
able (.\)lonel Arthur Wellesley, the Honourable Henry Wellesley, Licut.- 
Colonel William Kirkpatrick, and Lieut, -Colonel Barry Close, and Meer 
Allum Bahaudur, severally and mutually engage, that the said treaty shall 
he resju'etively ratified hy the Right Honourable the Governor General under 
his seal and signature, within eight days from tlic date hereof, and hy his 
Highness the N»ibob Nizam ud Dowlah Asoph Jah Baliaudur, within twenty- 
five days from the date hereof. 

Nizam's .Seal. 

Ratified at; Hyderabad, hy his Highness the Nizam, on tlie 13th day of 
July, Anno Domini, 1799.* 

J. A. KmKPATRicK, Resident. 
SCHEDULE A. 

1st. — ^Thc Company’s Share. — ^The following Districts from Nuggur or 

Bednore. 

Korial, (Mangalore) Bekul and Neliseram, l,.*i3,662 7.i; Karkul, 1 1,393 
2i i Barkoo, 48,3S9 Sh Khoshaulpoor, 26,30174- ; Bulkul, 9,177 0^; 
Gairsopah, 9,192 04 ; Hunawiir (Onorc), 17,482 94; Mirjauii, 8,953 4? ; 


* Ratified at Fort St, George, i»y the Right Honourable the (loveriior- 
Gcneral in CtMuuil, on the 2(>th day of June, A. D. 1/99. 
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inconvenient arrangement in every point of view, .and I, there- 
fore, request you entirely to discourage the repetition of any 


Ancolah Punchnaalil, and Shedasghiir (or Soonda Payen Ghaut) 28,t332 2 ; 

Bilghuy, 18,929 4h Total 3,11,874 

Coimbatoor, viz. — Coimbatoor, 80,000 ; Danaigiiicotah, 35JK)0 ; 

( 'heeor, 27,000 ; Chinjorry, 27,000 ; Darapoor Chuckergherry, (>4,000 ; 
Settimungsdmn, 30,000; Undoor, 8,000 ; Perondoora, 14, (KK) ; Viziinun- 
gill (Ai-avarcourchy), 20,(X)0; Errode, 20,000 ; Caroor, 41,000; Coodgiilly, 
15,000 ; Cavcryporaui, 4,000; total 3,85,000. Wynaad, from Ainudniiggiir 
Chickloor, from Talooks belonging to Seringapatam Pauganoor, 15,000; 
Suttikal Alambady and Kodahully, 15,200; Oiissore, 18,096; Decaiiicotah 
and Riittiingcery, 14,000; Veiicatigyrahcotah, 6,000; Aukusgeery and Sola- 
geery, 4,000; Baugloor, 3,000 ; Talinuttah and Talwaddv (half Talooks) of 

Hurduntrully, 5,000. Total, 80,296, together 7,77.170 6i|. — Deduct 

provision for the maintenance of the families of Hyder Ali Khan, and of Tip- 
poo Sultaun, star pagodas 2 lacs in canteria pagodas, 2,40,000. — Remains 
to the Company, cantoria pagodas, 5,37, 1 70,6^ 

SCHEDULE B. 

2ik 1.— Tlie Nizam’s Share. — Gooty — Fyze Ilussur Rubai, 15,568 ; Kona 
Koomlah, 7,500; Paiiiri, 11,000; Wurjur Kurroor, 8,998 1; Vurutty 
JMurajeherroo, 5,902; Bheem Rapali, 4,800; Muttoor, 2,700 ; Pravalli 
Muniiimoorg, 9,426 3; (^hunuinpilly, 8, .951 8 ; JMulkaira Kootoo, 22, 
^2518:1; Koortunni, 8,800; Yarky, 22,673 1; Peiitiacoondah, 60,000; 
Murriig Secra, 8,000; Hundyteiiantpoor, 16,000; Koorgoor (remainder 
of), 11,629; Kunchungoondy, (remainder of) 10,000; of Gurruincondah, 
all the dist ricts not ceded iu 1792, 1,85,810; Piittuiigerry (from Scriiiga- 
patam), 10,000, Rydroog (6 talooks), 1,02.856 ; Kurnool Paisheuah, 

6(;, 666.— From Chittledroog— Terry mullah, (1 talook), 7,800.- ^'lotal, 

6,07,3.32 1.1 Deduct a personal Jaghirc to Kumnior ud Deen Khun and 

relations, 70,000, — Remains to the Nizam, 5,37>332 11 

SCHEDULE C. 

Districts ceded to Maharajah Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Buhaiidur, 
Talooks belonging to Seringapatam. 

Piittmi Attockrun, 11,000; Mysore Attookruu, or llahiniit Nuzeen, 
11,500; rNuzzerBar. 14,000 ; Hurdunhully, 15,000; PeriapaUun, 6,200; 
Muddoor, 13,200; Hetghur Dewancotab, 8,000; Betndapoor, 7,000; 
Tyoor, 8,0(X); Yelantloor, 10,000; Malwelly ((iuliiiahahad), 9,000; Tiil- 
kar Sosilah, 8,100; Niirsipoor, 10,200; Ye.stoorah, 7,200; BaiJoor, 
15,700; Arkulgoor, 4,300; Chinipatam, 12,100; Bulluui Mungezabad, 
10, OCX) ; llussen, 7,900 ; Ilonawiilly, 9,400 ; Nagmungul, 4,700 ; Bel- 
loor, 3,100; Maharage Droog, i0,(X)b; Gram, 3,500 ; Ramgheery, 7,400; 
Turkarumb, 7,400; Ahmudnugger, Chickloor, 10,000; Kurp, 12,000; 
Toorwy Khaira, 9,000; Coonydghul, 5,008 9; Hoolioordroog, 4,000; 
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such propositiotj on the part of Meer Alliiin. The question 
of ceding any part of Soonda to the Peishwah, may be re- 

Kirkairy, 4,0G5; Chennyputtan, 9,138; Noog^jairly, 8,000; Mairlutesli 
and Kishmujfcpoor, 6,100 ; Suckynputtan, (>,‘200; Banorawar, Giiradim-' 
gilly^Huratihelly, 10,000; Boodelmll, 7,000 ; Nidiiflujl, 6,000 ; Pasghur, 
10,6(H); Ha;;rul\vary, 12,(W)0; (loonumirpolluin, 10,000; Bangalore, 
55,000; Magry, 8,400; Mudgerry, 36,000; Coorglierry, 4,000; Caii- 
kanlidly, 8,900; Nuhvuiigle and Doorbillah, 16,000; AnicMil^ 10,300; 
Byroodroog, 4,000; Hyhoor, 7,000; Dtiwankclly, 20,045; Ooiradroog, 
5,000; Chinroydroog, 8,000; Toonikoor and Devroy, 18,000; Nidge- 
gul and Macklydroog, 16,000; Kundykeera and Chullnaighelly, 16,000; 
Chota Balapoor, 80,000 ; Colar, 80,001) ; Jungumeotah, 13,000 ; Cliiick- 

inoogalum, 8,134 4 ; Kudoor, 7,129 7i. Total, 7,78,321 0 ^^ 

Serua (Remainder of.) — Seira and Amrapoor, 55,000; Hoosuttah, 

50,754; Burra Balapoor, 40^000. Total, 1,49,734. 

Nuoour above Ghaut. — Kusbafi, 29,145 4;] 2; (Joulydroog,28,S!8 0;; *2 
Koompsee, 8,094 ; Kope, 22,864 512: Wosthara, 6,818 9; Eekairy 

and Sagur, 39,41 I J 2; Gliooty (Ifoably), 1 1,(K16 8:^ ; Surbtowannndy, 
10,458 .12; Serryauwitty, 17,424; Shaikarpoor, 1 1,774 ii; Aniuinta- 
poor, 10,191 94 ; Lakouly-danvvass, 1 1,629 O'! 1; Ordguimy, 13,614 ; 

Simoga, 16,883 5 ; Iloolyhonore, 6,583 5:1 1 ; Biddery, 10,835,5 2 ; 
Chingeery Bcswapatam, 22,091 ll3; Turrykecrah, 14,076 44 2; Azera- 

pocr, 1 0,696 25 3. ^^fotal, 3.02,4 17 6 6. 

CHiTTLEOROorj (rcmaiiider of) 12 Talooks. — Kusbali, 20,874 7:1 1 ; 
Bceins uniend ar, 12,148 4 2; Dodiary, 12.984 94 ; HiiJidroog, 1 1,936 2:1 3; 
Mutloor, 10,392 34 2 : Murkal JMurroo, 12,662 9.1 3 ; Tullick, 1 1,854 5 ; 
Bunn Sagur, 10,163 61 ; Kunkopah, 1 2,5 T2 4 2 ; Bilrboor, 10,683 14 2; 

Hinoor, 10,010 2; Goodycotab, 11,330 5.13. Total, 13,79,076 8 1. 

Deduct 2 Pcrgunnahs of Hurdenbdly, viz. Talma II and Tahvaddy, in- 
cluded in the Coini^any’s share, 5,000; halanee, 13,7^,076 8 1. 

SCHEDULE D. 

The Pcishwah’.s Share — Harpondly, (6 Talooks), 1,10,030 8;[; Soonda 
(above the Gbauls), 5!),377 ^ Annagoondy, 60,101. From OUittledroog, 
2 Talooks, viz, liohilkaira, 11,425 44; Myeoonda, 12,22894. From 

Bednore 1 Talook, viz. Hurry hur, 10,796. Total Caatcria Pagodas, 

2, 63,257, 3:L 

Ratified at H3derabad, by his Highness the Nizam, on the 1 3th 
day of July, A.D. 1799. 

J. A. Kirkpatrick, Resident. 

Ratified at Fort St. George, by the Right IJunourable the Giiver- 
nor-Gcncral in Council, on the 26lh day of June, A.D. 1799. 

Separate Articles, appertaining to the Treaty of AJyson?, oonduded on 
the 22nd of June, 1/99 (corresponding to the I7t!» of IMohurriiin, Amio 
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served for future consideration. To-morrow, or at farthest 
on the next day, I hope to be able to forward to you the draft 
of the treaty with the Rajah. At present, it is not my inten- 
tion to quit Madras, unless I shall learn from you and my 
brother, that my presence can be useful in Mysore. My 
baggage is still on the road, and I could move it at a very 
short notice. 

I cannot at all agree with the Commissioners, that it is ne- 
cessary to delay our settlement of the Country until Chittle- 
droog shall be surrendered, or taken; and I desire that you 
will not wait for either event, but proceed forthwith to con- 
clude the necessary treaties, as soon as you shall have taken 
the necessary precautions suggested in my instructions to the 
Commissioners for the affairs of Mysore. I fear that the 
final arrangement is likely to suffer delay, from our liaving no 
person on the spot autliorized to sign a treaty on the part of 
the Nizam ; perhaps Meer Allum may think himself autho- 
rized to do at my request, under tlie full powers which I 
have received from Ilis Highness, — with a view to obviate 
every difficulty, I have written to Hyderabad to desire that 

Iligcree, 1214) botWceii the ilonourablc Rntrlish East India Company Ba- 
huiidiir, and the Nabob Nizam iid Doudah Asoph Jah Bahandiir. 

Article 1.— With a view to the prevention of future uliercations, it is 
agreed between his Highness the Nabob Nizarn ud Dowlah Asoph Jah 
Bahaudiir, aiul the Ilonoiirahle English East India CJornpany Bahaurlur, 
that to whatever amount, the stipends approi>riaied to llte inaintcnanec of 
the Sons, llelatioiis, and Dependants of the late llyder Ali Khaim, and 
Tippoo Siiltaun, the ]»ersonal Jaghire of Meer Kuriimer ud Dccii 
Khaun, shall hereafter be diminished in eonsc(|ucrjec of any* one of the 
stipulations of the Treaty of Mysore, the contracting parties shall not he 
accountable to each other on this head. 

Article 2. — And it is further agreed between tlie contracting parties, 
that in the event provided for by the. Eighth Article of the "i'reaty of My- 
sore*, two-thirds of the shares reserved for Row Pundit Purdhaun Bahau- 
dur, shall fall to his IlighiicsH tlic Nabob Nizam ud Dowlah Asoph Jah 
Bahaudur, and the remaining third to the. Honourable English East India 
Company Bahaudur. 

(The Nizam’s Seal.) 

Ratified at Hyderabad, !>y hi.s Highness the Nizam, on the l.’lth 
day of July, A.D. 1799. 

J. A. Kiiik PATRICK, Resident. 

Ratified at F(»rt St. George, by the Riglit Honourable the Gover- 
nor-General in Council, on the 26th day of June, A.D, 1799. 
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UKUT.-GENERAL HARRIS^ TO 


June, 


your brother will immediately obtain, and despatch full powers 
to Meer Allum for this purpose, but I think it would be a far 
preferable arrangement if Meer Allum could be brought to 
sign the treaty immediately, and thus enable us to proceed at 
once to the settlement of the Country. 

I am, &c. 

Mornington. 


No. XIV. 

LunitmanUHeneral Harris to the Earl of Mornington. 

My DEAR Lord, Camp, 7th June, 1799. 

Your Lordship’s private letter of the 3rd instant, apprizing 
me that it is your intention, as soon as you receive an account 
of the value of the ordnance and stores in Seringapatam, to 
recommend the whole amount to be granted the army ; 
w^as received yesterday, and is a most handsome added proof 
of the zealous interest with which your Lordship has entered 
into our concerns. A Committee is ordered for the above 
jmrpose, and its report shsdl be forwarded to your liordship 
as soon as finished, but as it will be a considerable time in 
making out, and as a reference to his Majesty and the Court 
of Directors is recpiired, you need not be under any appre- 
hension that the amount will be of the least injury to the 
discipline or elHciency of the army; long before it can be 
received, the division you have ordered will have been com- 
pletely despatched. 

I am, with great regard and esteem. 

My dear Lord, 

your faithful Servant, 

George Harris^ 

[Tlie following were the orders issued by the Governor-General for the 
distribution of the prize money.] 

General Orders hy Govei*nment, 

Fort St. George, 2d June, 1 799. 

The Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, having re- 
ceived from Lieutenant-General Harris a report of the ordnance, ammu- 
nition, military stores, and treasure, taken by the allied army in the fort 
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of Serlngapatarn^ has much pleasure in auticipntiiiir the sanction of his 
Majesty and of the Court of Directors, for the distribution of prize- 
money on this memorable occasion. ' ' ' 

His Lordship, accordingly, authorizes and directs the Commander-iu- 
Chief to rhiike an immediate distribution of the treasure and jewels to 
the troops of the allies, in such proportions as may he conformable to the 
usage of the British service in cases of a similar nature. 

In respect to the ordnance, ammunition and military stores, his Lord- 
ship directs that they be reserved entire, until the pleasure of his Majesty, 
and the orders of the Honourable Court of Directors, shall be received. 

The Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council feels particu- 
lar satisfaction, that the happy circumstances, accompanying the glorious 
and final success of this brilliant campaign, enable his Lordship to afford 
a substantial proof of the public gratitude towards the army, by bestow- 
ing a reward, proportioned to the magnitude and importance of their 
services, and earned, not more by their labour, courage, and perseverance, 
than by their exact discipline, regularity, and exemplary subordination. 

By order of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, 

J. Webbe, Sec. to the Govt. 


No. XV. 

The Earl of Mormngton to the Right Hon. Henry Dundns. 

My dear Sir, Fort St. George, 7th June, 1799. 

Nothing can be more favourable than the state of affairs 
in Mysore; the accounts which I have received from Mr. 
Henry Wellesley and from Colonel Kirkpatrick, induce me 
to believe that* I sliall effect the settlement of the country 
with more advantage from this place than if I were to pro- 
ceied to Seringapatam, and I shall tlierefore remain here, 
unless they should be of opinion that my presence upon the 
spot may be useful. In the meanwhile, the information wliich 
1 have collected has enabled me to determine the basis and 
outline of the new settlement of the extensive empire which 
the glorious success of the war has subjected to our power. 

I shall transmit to you, by a more convenient opportunity, 
an accurate view of the motives which have induced me to 
adopt the settlement of the country now carrying into effect 
in preference to any other ; for the present, it may be sufficient 
to observe that, to have divided the whole territory equally 
^between the Company and the Nizam, while it would have 
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afforded strong grounds for jealousy to tlie Mahrattas, would 
litive aggrandized the Nizam.*s power beyond the bounds of 
discretion, and would have left in our bands a territory, so 
extensive, as it might have been difficult to manage, especially 
ill the present state of the Company’s service at this Presi- 
dency. To have divided the territory into three equal portions, 
allowing the Mahrattas, who had taken no part in the ex- 
pense or hazard of the war, an equal share in the advantages 
of the peace, would neither have been just towards the Nizam, 
politic in the way of example to our other allies, nor prudent 
in respect to the aggrandizement of the Mahratta empire. 
To have given the Mahrattas no larger a territory than is 
now proposed, while the Company and the Nizam divided the 
whole of the remainder to the exclusion of any central power, 
would have been liable nearly to the same objection as that 
stated against a total exclusion of the Mahrattas from all 
participation. The cstahlishment, therefore, of a central and 
separate power in the ancient territories of Mysore appeared 
to be the best expedient for reconciling the interests of all 
parties. It would certainly have been desirable that that 
power should have been placed in the hands of one of 
Tippoo’s sons ; but the hereditary and intiinate connection 
established between Tippoo and the French, the probability 
that the French may be enabled to maintain themselves in 
Fgypt, the perpetual interest which 'I'ippoo’s family must 
feel to undermine and subvert a system which had so much 
reduced their patrimony and power, added to their natural 
hatred of. the linglish name, and to the aspiring ambition, 
indignant jiride, and deadly revenge, congenial to the Maho- 
medan cliaracter, precluded tlio possibility of restoring any 
branch of tlie family of the late Sultaun to the throne, with- 
out exposing us to the constant hazard of internal commotion, 
and even of foreign war. Such a settlement w^ould have 
clierished in its bosom a restless and powerful principle of its 
own dissolution ; we could never luive expected harmony or 
concord, or a spirit of friendship and alliance, where no true 
reconcilement could grow ; even submission must have been 
reluctant and treacherous, where bitter memory of fallen 
dignity, wealth, and po\vrr, must have united every passion 
and vice with many of the noblest virtues, in a constant 
desire to recover an empire, originally acquired by an extra- 
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ordinary combination of falsehood, cruelty, and courage, ami 
maintained for a long time with eminent policy and vigour, 
as well in its internal Governmeiat as in its foreign relations. 

You iviil observe that, throughout this view of the subject I 
have assumed the justice and necessity of the late war against 
Tippoo Sultaun, and consequently the right of conquest 
under which I conceive the absolute disposal of the territory 
to have accrued to the Company and the Nizam. In the 
exercise of this right, if I were to look to moral considerations 
alone, I should certainly, on every principle of justice and 
humanity, as well as of attention to the welfare of the people, 
have been led to restore tlic heir of the ancient Rajah of 
Mysore to that rank and dignity wliicli were wrested from 
his ancestor, by the usurpation of Hyder All* 

The long and cruel imprisonment which several branches 
of this family have suffered, the persecution and murder of 
many of their adherents, both l)y Hyder jyid Tippoo, and the 
state of degradation and misery in which it has been the 
policy of both tliose usurpers to retain the surviving descen- 
dants of their lawful Sovereign, would have entitletl the re- 
presentative of the ancient family of Mysore to every degree 
of practicable consideration; but it is also evident, tliat every 
motive must concur to attach the heir of the Mysore family 
if placed on the throiKi to our interests, through which alone 
he can hope to maintain himself against the family of Tippoo. 
Sometliing, perliaps, may also be expected from his gratitude, 
although that quality is not often found among States in any 
part of the world, and seldom, if ever, among the native 
States of India. 

For some time 1 doubted whether this aiTangement, how- 
ever desirable, could be attained in opposition to the Malio- 
medan interest, which 1 imagined to be firmly established in 
Mysore, but I aiir happy to be able to assure you that tlie 
jealous* policy of Tippoo, added to the brilliant and rapid 
success of the war, has left no Mahoniedan influence in My- 
sore from wliich any serious opposition is to be apprehended. 
I cannot better explain the actual state of tlie Sultaun’s do- 
minions in this respect than by quoting a passage of a letter 
received this day from Lieutenant-Colonel Close, which cor- 
responds entirely with all the information which I have col- 
lected from other quarters. 
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That Tippoo loaded the departments of his Government 
with dronish Mussuhnauns cannot be denied; but the charac- 
teristic of his domination was to retain all power within him- 
self, and to allow of no hereditary Claims or fixed offices that 
might in any shape oppose the dictates of his will. Indivi- 
duals holding the principal offices of the State, doubtless, 
exercised authority, and from such cause possessed some in- 
fluence ; but of these, how many remain ? Buchaun Ooddeen 
was killed at Sattimungalum. The Binky Nabob fell at Se- 
daseer, Syed Saheb, Mahomed Saduck, and Syed Ghofar, 
at the storm of Seringapatam, Purneah is forthcoming, and 
rests upon our will. Cummur ud-Dien rests upon our gene- 
rosity, and is perfectly at our devotion ; where then is the 
Mahomedan influence to embarrass us, or give a turn to our 
politics ? Tippoo’s infantry are discharged ; his Sillahdar horse 
are dissolved ; his Killahdars pay us obedience ; his Asophs, 
if so disposed, haye not means to resist us. The stable 
horse remain, and look to our pleasure for subsistence ; at 
best, they are but so many loose individuals, connected by no 
head, and kept apart by separate interests. They are ours 
for actual service at a nod.” The Rajah of Mysore will, 
therefore, be easily restored to the throne, and maintained on 
it under the protection of tlie Company, the Nizam, and I 
trust also of the Mahrattas, who certainly all have a concur- 
rent and common interest in the exclusion of Tippoc’s family, 
especially since the discovery that Tippoo’s alliance with 
France was directed not only against the existence of the 
British power in India, but also •against the Mahrattas and 
the Nizam, at least to the extent of recovering the districts 
ceded to those powers under the treaty of Seringapatam. It 
is my intention to draw the connection between the Company 
and the Rajah as close as possible by a subsidiary treaty, 
under which I mean to retain the general power of garrison- 
ing all his fortresses, such as Bednore, Chittledroog, &c., and 
I will so clearly define our powers of interference in his 
internal government as to preclude (if any precaution can 
preclude) the embarrassments which have occasioned so much 
distress iiijthc Carnatic, Oude, and Tanjore. 

Seringapatam I shall retain in full sovereignty for the Com- 
pany, as being a tower of strength, from which we may at 
any time shake Iliiidostan to its centre, if any combination 
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should ever be formed agmust our interests. 1 shall not at 
present enlarge upon the advantages, which are likely to be 
derived to the Britisli interests from this settlement, they are 
too obvh>us to require any detailed explanation. The Nizam 
will acquire such an accession of strength, as, with the aid of 
our subsidiary force, will enable him to maintain himself 
against the Mahrattas, while he will not only have acquired 
no strength which can render him formidable to us, but, by 
our positions at Chitteldroog, Seringapatam, and along the 
heads of the passes, together with the establishment of about 
seven thousand of our troops in the heart of his dominions, 
he will depend almost absolutely on our power. If this 
power be used with moderation, I think it must be perma- 
nent; we must abstain religiously from all interference with 
the Nizam’s internal government. 

The Mahrattas will receive an accession of territory, the 
value of which is considerable to them, but cannot render 
them in any degree dangerous to us or to the Nizam, wliile 
we retain the power of garrisoning the forts of Bednore and 
Chitteldroog. As the Mahrattas have no claim of right to 
any share in this partition, I shall endeavour to connect the 
cessions made to tliem with some arrangements which shall 
tend to give additional strength to our interests. 

The French influence in India, thanks be to God ! is now 
nearly extirpated, some adventurers, however, still remain in 
the service of the Mahrattas ; and I shall endeavour to ren- 
der the cession of territory to the Mahrattas the instrument 
of anniiiilating evei’y remnant of a French party in that quar- 
ter. I must repeat to you my most earnest and anxious en- 
treaty, that you will never agree to the restoration of any 
part of the territories of France or of Holland (while con- 
nected with France) on the Continent of India. The papers 
found in Tippoo Sultaun’s palace at Seringax)atam will suHi- 
ciently prove the danger of allowing France to retain even 
the isles of Mauritius and Bourbon, and if the war should 
continue, I trust you will strike a blow against those prolific 
sources of intrigue in peace, and of piracy and buccaneering 
in war. , 

I transmit to you by this despatch a set of the French 
papers found in the palace at Seringapatam ; it might appear 
vanity in me to make any comment upon them, further than 
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to request that you will compare them with the whole course 
of my communications with the Court of Directors, the Se- 
cret Committee and yourself previous to the war. I confess 
that, in reading these papers, I could not avoid trembling to 
reflect on the dangers which we have escaped, and which I 
trust are now effectually averted. If Tippoo had obtained 
the aid of two or three thousand French, there is not a doubt 
that he would have rushed into the Carnatic; and I refer you 
to all the communications from this quarter during the last 
summer for an estimate of the consequences of such an in- 
cursion ; all the officers with whom I have conversed, who 
served in this campaign, have assured me that, with one 
thousand French, Seringapatam would have been nearly im- 
pregnable, not only from the strength of its own fortifications, 
but from the difficulty of approaching it through that strong 
barrier which lies at the entrance of the tabic land from the 
Carnatic in the neighbourhood of Kankanhclly, Anicul, &c. 
Through the whole of that line of forest down to Sultaun 
Pett, a very small body of good French troops might have 
checked the progress of our whole Jinny. 

You will observe, in the return of ordnance and stores 
taken at Seringcapatam,*^ the magnitude of the Sultaun’s mili- 
tary preparations and resources. I have not yet received 
authentic accounts of the state of liis military establishments 
compared with that of last war, hut I expect accurate infor- 
mation on that subject from the records found at Seringapa- 
tam. I understand that the Sultaiin’s horse appejirod in 
larger bodies, and manifested more discipline, as well as bold- 
ness, in this war than in the last; that liis infantry apyiearcd 
to be less numerous, but to be greatly improved in efficiency 
for service, and that it both attacked and resisted our Euro- 
pean troops on several occasions with great vigour, firmness, 
and resolution. Under these circumstances, 1 confess that it 
was a matter of exultation and triumph to me to the 
standard of Tippoo Sultauii flying under the colours of Fort 
St. George on the 4th of June. 

A little more eagerness than I could have wished has ap- 
peared in the army on the subject of the property captured 
in Seringapatam ; the question would have been very awk- 


See Vol. f. Appendix, p. 707. 
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ward, if the amount of the property had approached the first 
statements which had been made by common rumour, and 
wliich extended to the enormous amount of eight or ten 
crores* of rupees. The army conceive that, as the place 
was taken by storm, they are, of right, entitled to what 
was found in it ; this is certainly an erroneous opinion, and if 
the principle had been established, and so large a sum as that 
wliicli I have stated had been seized by the army and distri- 
buted, it is impossible to calculate the mischievous effects 
which would have resulted to our military power in India ; 
no regular return has yet been made to me of the amount of 
the property taken ; but I have every reason to believe that 
it does not exceed in value thirty lacs of pagodas, a suffi- 
ciently large sum. The official return has been withholden 
from an idea, that the right is absolute in the captors, and 
that they are not bound to render any account under the 
peculiar circumstances of the assault. I shall endeavour to 
persuade General Harris to make an official return of the 
property, with a view of saving the rights of Government 
and of correcting the erroneous opinions of the army ; but I 
shall not hesitate to direct an immediate distribution of the 
treasure and jewels, as I am persuaded that, in so doing, I 
shall act conformably to your wisiies and to those of the 
Crown, and the Court of Directors. Tlie army would pro- 
bably become a little impatient were I to propose to them to 
postpone all distribution until the ordervS of the Directors and 
the King could be received. The question is rendered still 
more delicate i)y some orders of Lord Cornwallis, admitting 
the exclusive right of the army to all property captured in 
places taken by assault. The amount of the ordnance and 
military stores being very considerable, 1 shall endeavour to 
preserve them entire, until 1 can receive the orders of the 
Court of Directors and of his Majesty. I entreat you imme- 
diately, upon receiving this letter, to procure from the King 
and the Court of Directors, full powers for me to dispose of 
the ordnance and military stores, either by granting them to 
the captors or otherwise, as I shall judge most expedient for 
the public service. ^ 

* A crore is now equal to .i"l,000,000 sterlini^ ; it >vas then abo 
jCI, 200,000, owing to the diftercnce of value in the rupee. 
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You will accompany these powers by a private letter from 
yourself, stating your wishes on the subject ; and 1 beg that 
you will despatch these papers by, express overland. My 
own opinion is decidedly that, unless the value of the ord- 
nance and stores should amount to an enormous sum, this 
also should be given to the army. I take this opportunity of 
requesting that you will take particidar care not to permit 
any allowance which I have found it necessary to make to any 
of the officers of this army to be curtailed ; a great effort was 
to be made, and it was essential to send the men of the first 
talents in the army into the field full of zeal and cordiality. 
For this purpose I made a handsome allowance to Lieut.- 
Colonel Close, the Adjutant-General (a most able and excel- 
lent officer), and to others of General Harris’s staff’; to their 
efforts our success is to be attributed ; if you reduce their 
appointments, it will be impossible to carry on government 
here in great emergencies. 

The extension of our territory and revenue in the Penin- 
sula, as well as the command which we have now acquired 
over the central part of Mysore, will render a revision of the 
limits of the Governments of Fort St. George and Bombay 
absolutely necessary. 

You ought to endeavour to negotiate with Portugal the 
cession of Goa, for which you might give Malacca in ex- 
change. This is an important point. The French look to 
Goa, and will labour to obtain it, either by force or intrigue. 
Our artillery throughout India is very deficient ; we should 
feel this severely in the event of a French invasion. Has it 
ever occurred to you that it would be a good plan to incor- 
porate all the Company’s European regiments into the artil- 
lery in India ? I cannot too strongly press the necessity of 
attention to the artillery in India; if you do not send out 
ample supplies of proper men and officers for this useful 
corps, it will soon fall to ruin ; it is already on the -decay. 
Indeed the whole army is alarmingly deficient in European 
officers ; a larger annual supply of cadets, and a reduction 
in the annual export of wTiters would tend to secure tlie com- 
mercial interests of the Company in India. I btdievc these 
doctrines are not popular in London ; hut if the efficiency of 
the army in India be once allowed to decline, the territory, 
revenue and trade will not long survive : we must either be a 
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predominant military power, or we must be content to suffer 
the fate of those wliose minds are unequal to the magnitiule 
of their fortunes, and wIh) are afraid of their own strengtlu 

Believe me, my dear Sir, ever yours, 

Most faithfully and affectionately, 

Mornington. 


No. XVI. 

The Earl of Mornington to the Commissioners for the Affairs of Mysore. 

Gentlemen, Fort St. (Jeorge, 8th June, 17.99. 

On the 5tli instant I forwarded to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kirkpatrick, and directed him to lay before you the draft of 
a Treaty* between the Company and his Highness the Nizam, 
together with four Schedules, containing a description of the 
respective portions of the territory of the late Tippoo Sul- 
taun to be allotted to the Company, the Nizam, the Rajah of 
Mysore, and eventually to the Peishwa ; this Treaty, or one 
similar to it, must form the basis of the new settlement of 
Mysore, on which will be founded the more detailed arrange- 
ments to be adjusted with the Rajah, as well as the conditions 
to be required from the Peishwa ; each of thesC two latter 
objects will require a separate engagement ; that which re- 
lates to the Peishwa is not immediately within the province 
of your comiyission, but I now transmit a draft of the Treaty 
to be concluded between the Company and tlie Rajah of 
Mysore.f 

* See 26. 

t Tlic “ Subsidiary Treaty of Scringapatara’^ is as follows, — it is given 
here instead of in the Appendix, in order to render the despatch more 
intelligible. 

A Treatjf of perpetual Friendship and^ Alliance^ concluded on the one part 
by his Ea^cellency Lieutenant-General George Harris, Commandei'-in* 
Chief of the Forces of his Britannic Majesty, and of the English East 
India Company Bahaudur in the Carnatic and on the Coast of Ma- 
labar^ the Honourable Colonel Arthur Wellesley, the Honourable Henry 
Wellesley, Lieutenant-Colonel William Kirkpatrick, and Lietitenant- Co- 
lonel Barry Close, on behalf, and in the name of the liight Honourable 
Richard Earl of Mornington, K, P. GovernorAjeneral frr all affairs. Civil 
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To avoid confusion, I shall for the future style the definitive 
treaty between the Nizam and the Company the “ Treaty of 

mid Military t of the British Nation in India, hy virtue of full powers 

vested in them for this purpose by the said Richard Earl of Morning ton, 

Governor-Ceneral i and on the other part hy Maha Raja Mysore Kistna 

Rayah Oodiaver liahaudur. Rajah of Mysore. 

Whereas it is stipulated in the Treaty conclude<l on the 22nd June, 1799, 
between the HonourahTe Enp^lish East India Company Bahaiidiir, and the 
Nabob Nizam ud Dowlah A sop Jah Bahaudur, for strengtheniiijj the al- 
liance and friendship subsisting between the said English East India Com- 
pany Bahaudur, his Highness Nizam ud Dowlah Asoph Jah Bahaudur, 
and the Peishwa Row Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur ; and for effecting a set- 
tlement of the territories of the late Tippoo Sultaun, that a separate go- 
vernment shall be established in Mysore, and that his Highness Maha 
Rajah Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur shall possess certain terri- 
tories specified in .Schedule C, annexed to the said Treaty, and that for the 
effectual ostahlishmeiit of the government of Mysore, his Highness shall 
he assisted with a suitable subsidiary force, to he furnished by the English 
East India (yornpany Bahaudur. 

Wherefore, in order to carry the said stipulations into effect, and to in- 
crease and strengthen the friendship subsisting between the said English 
East India Company and the said Maha Rajah Mysore Kistna Rajah 
Oodiaver Bahaiulur, this treaty is concluded hy Lieu tenant- General George 
Harris, CommaMd<.*r-iii-("hief of the forces of His Britannic Majesty, and of 
the said English East India ('Joinpany Bahaudur in the Carnatic, and on the 
Coast of Malabar ; the Iloriouralile Colonel Arthur Wellesley, the Honour- 
able Henry Wellesley, Lieutenant-Colonel W. Kirkpatrick, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Barry Close, on the part, and in the name, of the Right Honour- 
able Richard Earl of IMornington, Governor-General aforesaid ; anil hy 
His Iligliness IMaha Rajah Mysore Kistna Rajah Oixliaver Bahaudur, 
which shall he hiniliiig upon the contracting parties as long as the sun and 
moon shall endure. 

Artide 1^/. — ^llie friends and enemies of either of the contracting parties 
shall be considered as the friends and enemies of both. 

Article 2nd . — The HonouraI)le the East India Company Bahaudur agrees 
to maintain, and his Highness Maha Tlujah Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver 
Bahaudur agrees to receive, a miliiary force for the defence and security qf 
his Highness’s dominions. In consideration of which protection his High- 
ness engages to pay the annual sum of seven lacs of sttir pagodas \o the 
said East India Company. The said sum to be paid m twelve equal monthly 
instalments ; his Highness further agrees, that the disposal of the said sum, 
together with the arrangement and employment of the troops to be main- 
tained hy it, wshallbe left entirely to the ('ompany. 

Ankle ^rd . — ^If it shall be necessary for the protection and defence of 
the territories of the contracting parties, or of either of them, that hos- 
tilities shall be undertaken, or preparations made for commencing hostili- 
ties against any stale or power, his said Highness Maha ILijah Mysore 
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Mysore and that between the Company and the Rajah the 
** Subsidiary Treaty of Seringapatam.” 

Klstim Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudiir afi^rees to contribute towards the dis- 
charge of the increased expense incurred I»y the augmentation of the mili- 
tary force, and the unavoidable charges of war, such a sum as shall ap- 
pear to the Governor- General in Couiicil of Fort William, on an attentive 
consideration of the means of his said Highness, to hear a just and reiusoii- 
able proportion to the actual net revenues of his said Highness. 

yirtwle 4th . — And whereas it is indispensably necessary that effectnal and 
lasting security should be provided against any failure in the funds destined 
to defray either the expense of maintaining the permanent military force 
in time of peace, or the extraordinary expense described in the 3id article 
of the present treaty ; it is hereby stipulated and agreed between the con- 
traeting parties, that whenever the Governor-General in Council of Fort 
William in Bengal shall have reason to apprehend such failure in the funds 
so destined, the said Governor-General in Council shall be at liberty, and 
shall have full power ami right either to introduce such regulations and or- 
dinances as he shall deem expedient for the internal management and col- 
lection of the revenues, or for the better ordering of any other branch and 
departmept of the governineiit of Mysore 5 or to assume and bring under 
the <lirect management of the servants of the said Company Bahaudur, 
such part or parts of the territorial possessions of his Highness Maha Rajah 
Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur as shall appear to him, the said 
Governor-General in Cotmcil, necessary to render the said funds efficient 
and available cither in time of peace or war. 

Article fyth . — And it is hereby further agreed, that whenever the said 
Governor-General in Council shall signify to the said Malm Rajah Mysore 
Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur that it is become necessary to carry into 
effect the provisions of the 4lh Article, his said Highness Maha Raja My- 
sore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur shall immediately issue orders to his 
Auiuils, or other officers, cither for carrying into effect the said regulations 
according to the tenor of the 4tli Article, or for placing the territories re- 
quired under the exclusive authority and controul (»f the English Company 
Bahaudur ; and in case his Highness shall not issue such orders within ten 
days from the time when the application shall have been formally made to 
him, then the said Governor-General in Council shall heat liberty to issue 
orders by his own authority, either for carrying into effect the said regu- 
lations and ordinances, or for assuming tlie management and collection of 
the revenues of the said territories, as he shall judge most expedient for 
the purpose of securing the efficiency of the said military funds, and of 
providing for the effectual protection of the country, aiul welfare of the 
peojile ; provided always, that whenever and so long as any part or parts 
of his Ksaid Highness’s territories shall be placed, and shall remain under the 
exclusive autliority and controul of the said East India Company, the 
Governor-General in Council shall render his Highness a true and faithful 
account of the revenues and produce of the territories so assumed ; pro 
ijded also that in no case whatever shall liis Highness’s actual receipt or 
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From the first to the ninth article of the draft of the Treaty 
of Mysore no explanation or particular instruction seems to be 

annual income arisinj^ out of his territorial revenues, be less than the sum 
of one lac of star pagodas ; together with onc»iifth of the net revenues of 
the whole of tl*e territories ceded to him l)y the 5tU Article of the treaty 
of Mysore, which sum of one lac of star pagodas, together with Uic amount 
of one-fifth of the said net revenues, the East India Company engages at 
all times, and in every possible case, to secure and cause to be paid for his 
Highness’s use. 

Article Gth. — His Highness Maha Rajah Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver 
Bahaudur engages, that he will be guided by a sincere and cordial attention 
to the relations of peace and amity now established between the English 
( Jornpany Bahaudur and their allies ; and that he will carefully abstain 
from any interference in the aflairs of any state in alliance with the said 
English Company Bahaudur, or of any state whatever ; and for securing 
the object of this stipulation it is further stipulated and agreed, that 
no coiriinunication or correspondence with any foreign stale whatever shall 
be holdcn by bis said Highness without the previous knowledge and sanc- 
tion of the said English Company Bahaudur. 

Article 1th . — His Highness stipulates and agrees, that he will not admit 
any European foreigners into his service without the concurrence of the 
English Coir.pany Bahaudur; and that he will apprehend and deliver up to 
the Company’s Government all Europeans of whatever description who shall 
be found within the territories of his said Highness, without regular piiss- 
ports from the Company’s Government, it being his Highness’s determined 
resoliiri<in not to suffer, even for a day, any European foreigners to remain 
within the territories now subjected to his authority, unless by consent of 
the said Company, 

Article S^/i. — Whereas the complete protection of His Highness’s said 
territories requires that various fortresses and strong places, situated 
within the territories of his Highness, should be garrisoned and com- 
manded, as well in time of peace as of war, by British troops and officers ; 
His Highness Maha Raja Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur engages 
that the said English Company Bahaudur shall at all times be at liberty to 
garrison, in whatever manner they may judge proper all such fortresses 
and strong ])luco.s within his sai<l Highness’s territories as it shall appear 
to them a<lvissable to take charge of. 

Article ^th , — And whereas in consequence of the system of defence 
which it may he expedient to adopt for the security of the territorial pos- 
sessions of his Highness Maha Rajah Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Ba- 
haudur, it may be necessary that certain forts and strong places within his 
IJighness’s territories shall be dismantled or destroyed, and that other forts 
and strong places should be strengthened and repaired; it is stipulated 
and agreed, that the English East India Company Bahaudur, should be the 
sole judges of the necessity of any such alterations in the said fortresses; 
and it is further agreed, that such expenses as may be incurred on this ac- 
count vshall he borne and defrayed in equal proportions hy the contractinj^ 
parties. ^ 
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required. It appeavKS to me, that the ninth, tentli, and eleventh 
articles contain the most crucible foundation of an arraiifyenient 

jtrticlp. \(\th . — In case it shall bccornc necessary for enftirrintf aiirl iiiain- 
talniii^f the authority and cj'ovcrniiient of his Hij[»;hriess in tJie territories now 
snhjeetcd to his power that the regular troops of the Knifrish East India 
(Company Bahnudiir should !)C employed, it is stipuhit<Ml and a<xreed, that 
upon formal ap[)!ication hein^ made for the sei vice of’ the sai l troops, they 
shall he employed in sm-h manner as to the said Company shall seem fit; 
hut it is expressly understood by the contraetimr parties that this stipula- 
tion shall not subject th«! troops of the Enffllsh East India f.’oinpany Ba- 
haudur to he employed in tlie ordinary transactions of revenue. 

ArtlvlaWth. — It beinji^ expedient for the restoration and permanent 
establishment of tranquillity in the territories now subjected to the autho- 
rity of his llio'hness Maha Raja Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur, 
that suitable provision should be made for certain officers of rank in the 
service of the late Tippoo iSultnun, his sai<l Highness agrees to enter into 
the immediate discussion of this point, ami to fix the amount of the funds 
(as soon as the necessary information can be obtained) to be i^raiited for 
tliis purpose in a separate artic le to be; bereafrer added to this treaty. 

Article IlV//. — L est thc^ <jfarrison of Serinjjapatam should at any time he 
sul>jeer. to inconven'teiH^e from the hiirh pri(*e of provisions and other neces- 
saries, his ITi«hiiess Maha Rajah Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur 
afrrees tliat stich quantities of provisions and other necessaries as may he 
recpiired for the use and consumption of the troops composinj»* the said 
ijarrison, shall 1 m* allowed to enter the place from all and every part of his 
dominions free of any duty, tax, or impediment whatever. 

Article VMh . — The coiitraciiiuc parties herc^,l)y aj^rce to take into their 
early coiisidcu'ation the best means of crsUtblishinjij such acomrnerda] inter- 
course between ihcir respi'ctive dominions as shall be*, mutually befiefieial 
to the siibjecrs of botli frovcriiments, and to couelude a cMimmerelal treaty 
for this purpose with as little delay as possible. 

Article I I///. — His flijrhiicss Maha Rajah Mysore* Kistna Rajalc Oodiaver 
Bahaudur hereby promises to pay at all times llu* lit most attention t o such 
advice as the ("omjiany’s (iovernmcuit shall occasimuiliy j inline it necessary 
to nffer to him, with a view to the economy of liis fmancos, the bettor col- 
lection of his revcmies, the n<Ieniinstralion of justice, the extension of cotn- 
mec<‘e, the cmcoura^emcnl of trade, ui^riculturc, and industry, or any other 
objects connected with the advancement of his Highness’s interests, ilie 
happiness of his peophr, and the mutual welfare of both stales. 

Article 15///. — Whereas it may hewcafter appi;ar that some of tlic dis- 
tricts declared by the treaty of Mysore to belonu' respectively to the*. Eng- 
lish Conipaiiy Bahaudur, and to his Hii^hness, arc inconveniently situated 
witli a view to tlic proper connection of their rc.spcctive lines of frontier, 
it is hereby stipulated between the contractin'; parties rimt in all such 
cases they will ]>roceed to such an adjustment, by means of exchange or 
otherwise, as shall be best suited to the occa.sion. 

, jf;rticlc — Tliis treaty, consistiiis; of sixteen articles, l»ein^ this day, 
the cSih of duly, A D. (corresponding to the 'hi! of Suil’er, anno 
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for securing a provision for the family of Tippoo Sultaun.* 
'.rhe general principle on which that arrangement is founded is, 
that the Company and the Rajah of Mysore shall be charged 
exclusively with the expense of providing for the family of 
Tippoo Sultaun, and therefore should hold (over and above 
their proportion in the general partition) a territory equal in 
produce to the amount of this charge. 

The tenth and eleventh articles are absolutely necessary 
for the security of the Company against any contingent in- 
crease in the expense of maintaining Tippoo’s family, as wxll 
as against any possible misconduct in any of its branches ; 
the Nizam may perhaps require (under the principle assumed 
to justify us in taking a l<arger share of territory than is as- 
signed to him,) that in the event of any diminution of the 
expense of maintaining Tippoo’s family, the amount of the 
saving should be paid over to his Highness ; but this claim is 
satislied by the tenth article, which exempts his Highness 
from any charge on accumnt of any contingent increase of 
expense on the same head. 

Whatever may be the amount of the Jaghire granted to 

flegei’c llil'b aiwl to ihe 7th of the month As-sar tif tlu3 I22lsr year of the 
Salluwuiit JL‘ra), scttliMi and ronduded at The Fort of Nu/zabar, near 
Scriiigapatani, by his Excellency Lieutenant-General George Harris, 
niaij(ler-in-( ’liief of the forces of his Britannic Majesty, and of the lh)noiir- 
abJe Company in the Carnatic, uml on the (.'oast of ]Mal;d)ar, the Honour- 
able Colonel Ariliur Wellesley, the floiumrulde Henry Wellesley, Lieut. - 
(!!olonel William Kirkpatrick, and Lienteiiunt-Colonel Barry (lose, with 
t!ic Maha fiajaJi iMysore Kistnu Rajah (.lodiaver Buhai/dnr, the aforesaid 
u:entlem<m jiave ddivered to tlie said Maha Rajali one copy of the same in 
I’higlish and Persian, sealed and signed by them ; and his Highness the 
iMaha Rajah has delivered to the gentlemen aforesaid another copy, also in 
Persian and English, bearing his seal, and sigaied by Luehuma, widow of 
the late Kistna Hujah, and .sealed and signed by Purneah, Hewan of the 
Malia Rajah Kistna Rajah Oodiaver j and the aforesaid gentlemen have 
engaged to proctirc and deliver to the said Maha Rajah, without delay, a 
copy of the .same, under the seal and signature of the Right Honourable 
the Governor-General, on the receipt of which by the said Maha Rajah, 
the present treaty shall he deemed complete anil binding on the Honour- 
able the English East ln<lia (Jompany Bahuudtir, and on the Maha Rajah 
Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur respectively, and the copy of it 
now delivered to the said Malta Rajah lie returned. 

Ratified at Fort St. George, by the Right Honourable the Governor- 
(ieiieral in Council, on the 13th day of July, A. J.). 17^^. 

♦ These articles Rn med a part of the of the treaty, but were omitted 
ill the treaty it.^iclf, and the substance incorporated in the iirsl article of 
that document. 



1799. THE COMMISSIONERS FOR THE AFFAIRS OF MYSORE. 49 

Cuinmur ud Deeii by the Nizam under the twelfth article, 
should be considered in allotting the Nizam’s share of terri- 
tory, in the same manner as the charges of maintaining the 
family of Tippoo Sultaun are considered in fixing the Com- 
pany’s share ; so that upon the whole, the territory holden in 
sovereignty by the Nizam (after deducting the amount for 
the provision of Cummur ud Decn, and the territory holden 
l)y the Company, after deducting in the same manner the pro- 
vision made for the fomily of Tippoo), shoidd be equal in 
value. The remaining articles of the treaty of Mysore do not 
appear to require any explanation or particular instruction. 

In the Treaty of Mysore no stipulation is inserted for pro- 
viding an establishment for the Sirdars of Tippoo Sultaun, 
and for the families of such as fell in battle during the cam- 
paign. This charge must fall on the Rajah of Mysore, and I 
am induced to think that it will not amount to more than one 
lac of pagodas, I leave it to your judgment to insert an article 
in the Treaty of Mysore, guaranteeing the provision of the 
Sirdars if you should think it necessary; but it appears to 
me that it would be more advisable to secure their mainte- 
nance in the subsidiary treaty between the Company and the 
Rajah, as this arrangement will place them more immediately 
under the power of the Company. 

The Draft of tlie Subsidiary Treaty of Seringapatam* will 
not require any explanation from the first to the fourth 
article. In that article the sum of seven lacs of pagodas 
fixed for the subsidy, is as low^ as I can venture to rate it : 
during the Rajah’s mijiority it cannot be felt, and as iny pre- 
sent view of the revenues has induced me to refrain from 
burthening the Rajah with any charge for the expenses of 
the war, the amount of the subsidy cannot be considered to 
be unreasonable. The provisions of article 5th are abso- 
lutely necessary for the purpose of precluding the embarrass- 
ments which have arisen in Oude, the Carnatic, and Tanjore ; 
and I think it a more candid and liberal, as well as a more 
wise policy, to apprize the Rajah distinctly from the first hour 
of his accession of the nature of his situation, than to leave 
any channel open for future ambiguity and discussion. This 
is a point which 1 hold to be so essential to the very ex- 


* Sfte p. M. 
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istencc of the new arrangement, that if it should appear ob- 
jectionable (on grounds of which 1 am not now aware), I see 
no alternative but that of dividing the whole territory luitween 
the allies. No further observation appears necessary on the 
drafts of the subsidiary treaty. If it should appear unobjec- 
tionable to you, 1 authorize you to proceed forthwith to the 
conclusion of it in concert with the Commander-in C^hief ; I 
empower you to place the Rajah formally upon the Musnud, 
and to appoint, in the Rajah’s name, Purneah to be his 
Dewaii. The extreme youth of the representative of the My- 
sore family will render it necessary that his nearest male re- 
lation should sign the treaty in his name, and engage for his 
due performance of its several articles. The fortress of 
Mysore will be most eligible, and as I am informed, the most 
acceptable, seat of the Rajah’s residence. In the event of 
your phicing the Rajali upon the Musnud, I desire that you 
will, in my name, appoint Lieutenant-Colonel Close to the 
office of resident at Mysore. 

I request that you wull state to me without reserve in your 
next despatch, whether my presence in Mysore appears to 
you to be necessary or desirable for the despatch of the 
public service. My baggage is still upon the road, and I shall 
either finally recall it, or proceed directly to Ryakottali, ac- 
cording to the suggestions which I may receive from you. 

I have the honour to he, 

Gentlemen, 

your obedient Servant, 

Mornington. 


No. XVIi. 

General Order of Lieutenant-General Harris, 

Camp, 9th June, 1799. 

The Commander-in-Chief notifies in Orders that the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General with a view of afTording to 
the army the immediate means of lodging their property in 
security, has been pleased to authorise his directing the pay- 
masters in camp, and in Seringapatam, to receive from indi- 
viduals such sums of money as they may be desirous of in- 
vesting in the Honourable Company’s funds. For such sums 
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respectively (of 100 pagodas, or a larger amount), the pay- 
masters will grant receipts to the proprietor, entitling him 
to a bond of the Government of Fort St. George, bearing an 
interest of eight per cent, per annuni from tlie day of pay- 
ment in camp or Seringapatam, and payable in one or two 
years, at the option of Govcriiinent. The Coimnandc^r-in- 
Chief, who intends to profit by this indulgence himself, re- 
commends to the army in general the adoption of this mode 
of obtaining immediate security for their property, and plac- 
ing it to advantage, Avliich, while it obviates all risk attendant 
on other means of remittance, offers to this army a pleasing 
occasion to mark that their confidence in the public credit 
of the state is equal to tlie zeal and gallantry they have ever 
shewn in asserting the claims, and defending the rights, of 
their country. 


No. xvm. 

The Earl of Mornington to Cohnel Palmer, HeMent at Poona h. 

Sir, Fort St. George*, 1 2th June, 1729. 

1 conclude that under my letter of the 23rd of May,* you 
will have made any communication which circumstances may 
have rendered advisable to tlic Peishwa of my intention to 
cede a considerable part of the territory of the late Tippoo 
Sultaun to tlie Mahrattas under certain conditions, the jus- 
tice and nioderatron of which cannot he disputed. I now di- 
rect you to take the first opportunity of as.suring the Pcisliwa 
of my sincere di.spositiori (notwithstanding all that lias past), 
to cultivate his friendship and to promote his interests. You 
will proceed to inform him that it is my intention, under cer- 
tain conditions, to make a considerable cession of territory to 
him, provided his conduct shall not in the interval have been 
such as to have rendered all friendly intercourse with him 
incompatible with the honour of the British Government. 
V^ou will be careful in wliatever communications you shall 
make on this subject to apprize the Peishwa that he has for- 
feited not only all claim to any portion of the conquered 


See p. 12. 
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territory under the terms of the triple Alliance, but also under 
those of the declaration which I authorized you to make in my 
instructions of tlie 3rd of April.* I wisli, however, that the 
general tenor of your communications to the Peishwa should 
be of a conciliatory and amicable nature calculated to remove 
any impressions of jealousy or fear which he may conceive 
from the movements of General Harris’s army to the north- 
ward of Mysore. You may assure the Peishwa in the most 
unequivocal terms that this movement has no other object 
than to secure tlie tran<iuillity and good order of our recent 
conquests ; and that nothing can be more remote from my 
intentions, or those of General Harris, acting under my orders, 
than to offer any degree of violence to the Mahratta territory. 

I wish you to transmit to me, w’ithout delay, the names and 
descriptions of all such districts lying w'ithin the territories of 
the late Tippoo Sultaun at the time of his death as had been 
conquered from the Mahrattas, or were liable to any claims 
from that people. I am also desirous to learn what districts 
of the late Sultaun’s dominions would be most acceptable to 
the Peishwa. These points I imagine you might easily as- 
certain through the means of Nana. You will take an early 
opportunity of making the same friendly declarations on my 
part to Scindiah as I have already directed you to make to 
the Peishwa. I am anxious to find some mode of engaging the 
interests of Scindiah in tlie new settlement of Mysore, under 
the condition of dismissing all the French olliccrs from his 
service, and (if possible), under that of his delivering them 
over to our Goverrnnent for the purpose of, their being sent 
to Europe. I desire that you will turn your attention to this 
subject, and furnish me with an early knowledge of your sen- 
timents upon my suggestion. 

I am. Sir, &c, 

Mornington. 


* Soe Vok I. p. 509. 
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No. XIX. 

fAeut. -General l/orrix, to the Earl of Mornington. 

My Dear Lord^ Camp near Mi]gottah» 15th June> 1799. 

I am sorry to inform your Loriisliip that concurring reports 
from the north-westward describe idl the country in that 
direction as overrun by a formidable banditti. Doondiah 
Waugh, a person whom Tippoo had confined, and who es- 
caped from Seringapatam in the confusion of the assault, has 
collected a considerable force of horse and foot from the fugi- 
tives of Tippoo’s army, and other men of desperate fortunes, 
lie has, it is asserted, taken and governed Simoga, threat- 
ened Bednore, and its vicinity, and having stopped all com- 
munication to that quarter, I am not without apprehension 
that lie may obtain possession of Chittledroog. He has united 
with Kishapah Naig the Poligar of Bullum, and with a near 
relation of Meer Mahomed Saduck, who had autliority over 
some of the forts and districts in that quarter, the force of 
these adventures may be formidable as their followers are 
numerous, and yveW armed, and as the present crippled state 
of the army equipment render it perfectly impossible to move 
a sufficient force against them. 

I am, with regard. 

My Lord, 

your very faithful and obedient Servant, 

• Geo. Harris. 


No. XX. 

The Earl of Mormni^ ton to I Aent. -Colonel IF, Seott, Uesident at lAicknoir, 

m 

(Private.) 

Dear Sir, Fort St. George, June IStb, 1799. 

I received your letter of the 13th of May with great plea- 
sure, and I have since learnt that, by Mr. Lnmsden’s resig- 
nation, as well as by the arraii genie i its which Sir Alured 
Clarke lias made for filling the post of Adjutant-General to 
the army in Bengal, you arc likely to be soon at liberty to 
enter on your new duties. 
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You are already apprized that my principal object is to 
effect a reform of the Njibob Vizier’s army ; and it would be 
a happy circumstance if any steps towards that most desira- 
ble end could be made during the present season before the 
alarm of Zernaun Shah’s return to ftic frontier of Hindustan 
can be renewed. I have, therefore, thought it advisable to 
relax my injunction to you, not to take any step towards the 
accomplishment of the proposed military arrangements before 
you shall have received further instructions from me : I leave 
it to your discretion to act in this matter as you shiill deem 
most expedient. 

I entirely approve your suggestion of the advantages to be 
derived from availing ourselves of any instances of mutiny, 
treachery, or criminal neglect in any branches of the Vizier’s 
army to reduce such divisions of the army as shall be con- 
victed of these crimes. 

The extreme unpopularity of the Nabob Vizier has been 
an object of serious regret to me : I understand that it arises 
principally from his excessive parsimony and liis ungracious 
conduct towards the principal persofiages of his Court. It 
will be a matter of considerable delicacy to attempt to correct 
these defects ; however, I retpiest that you will direct your 
constant attention to tliein ; and if any favourable opportunity 
should occur, that you will a})piTze the Nabob, in an amicable 
maimer, of the concern with which I have learnt, that he 
does not pursue a course likely to conciliate the affection of 
his subjects ; and you will signify to him, that the deep inte- 
rest which I take in the stability, ease, aivd honour of his 
Cxoveriifnent, renders me ])articularly anxious to hear that liis 
Excellency has found means of removing tlie unfavourable 
impressions which have been conceived of his disposition. 

At the same time you will ex[)ress to his 15xcellency, in the 
strongest terms, my corJird approbation of the regularity 
which has marked his payment of the militjiry subsidy ever 
since my arrival in Bengal. It is scarcely necessary to point 
out to you the importance of taking every step to encourage 
and improve the Nabob’s disposition to the punctual dis- 
charge of his pecuniary engagements to the Company, form- 
ing, as they now do, the source of so considerable a branch 
of our revenue. 

You ;ire already informed of my views in the event of the 
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death of Almas Ali Klian^ they are entirely conformable to 
your own ideas upon that subject. I request that you will 
apply to Mr. Luinsden for a copy of a private letter which 
1 addressed to liim a short time previous to my departure 
from Calcutta.* It contains a general outline of my senti- 
ments with regard to the state of Oude. 

I wish to call your particular attention to an evil Mdiich I 
consider to be of the first magnitude. I mean the number 
of real or pretended emissaries of Zemauii Shah who have 
vspread themselves over the provinces of Oude and Benares 
for the last two or three years^ exciting general alarm, and 
weakening the respect due to the British Government by 
inculcating exaggerated reports of the force of the Shah. 

The imperious totie which the Shah has adopted in his 
communication with the Nabob Vizier and with the British 
Government must ])e aViated. Our tacit admission of his 
presumptuous claims of sovereignty upon our provinces and 
tlicir dependencies serves only to inflame bis pride and ambi- 
tion, and to degrade us in the eyes of our own siibjects. 
From the papers discovered in the palace at Scringapatain, 
after the conquest of that place, it appears evident that 
Tippoo Sultaun had formed a connection with Zemaim Shah. 
Under all these circumstances, I desire tliat you will establish, 
in concert with Mr. Vanderheydeii, a most vigilant control 
over any emissaries who may arrive from the Shah ; and that 
you will, without hesitation, either send them beyond the 
frontier of Oude, or imprison them, as the case may require. 

I wish you to understand aiitl to declare that I sliall hereafter 
consider every person as a traitor who shall assert the royal 
authority of Zemaun Shah over any part of the dominions, 
either of the Nabob Vizier, or of the Company. 

\ our attention will necessarily be alive to the intrigues of 
Ambajee and of the French ; with respect to the latter, my 
principle is very simple : wherever I find a Frenchman in 
India, w'ithin my power, I will send him back to Europe, and 
I desire that you will adopt this principle as the general rule 
of your conduct, from which you are never to depart, ex- 
cepting in cases of a very special nature, which you will 
always report to me for my iletermination. 


* See VuL I. p. 38 (i. 
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I am naturally anxious to visit Oude, but as I sec no pro- 
spect of being able to return to Bengal before the month of 
September, it will be impossible for me to move from Calcutta 
before the month of December ; indeed, after so long an ab- 
sence from Calcutta, I should be defoous of remaining there 
until the commencement of the rains in the ensuing year, 
1800, unless you see any necessity for my visiting Oude at 
an earlier period. On tliis question I wish for your unre- 
served opinion, by which my motions shall be regulated. 

Believe me, dear Sir, 

Yours, most sincerely, 

Morninuton. 


No. XXI. 

Chief Justice Sir John Anstruther to the Earl of Mormngton, 

My hear Lord, Jane 2rab, 1709 . 

I had your very kind letter some days ago, and yesterday 
brought me Tijipoo’s private correspondence with the French 
CJovernment, you were so good as to send mo. It affords 
convincing proofs of the good sense and judgment which 
dictated the commencement of the war, and of the danger 
which w^ould have attended any delay, or any IoskS exertion of 
vigour and activity than actually took place. 

I am mucli flattered with the favourable place you gave me 
in your esteem, and sincerely assure you that I feel nearly as 
much satisfaction upon private as upon public grounds at the 
wonderful success of the war, but knowing what 1 do 1 can- 
not Iielp wondering at the slight grounds upon w Inch the fate 
of empires de]>end. The slightest delay in your passage, the 
slightest accident to the ship, an accidental sickness at the 
Cape, nay, had you yielded to the desires of many, of your 
friends, and come to India without the Government being in 
you the instant of your arrival, all your exertions would have 
been in vain, and our empire in India might have been totter- 
ing at this day, instead of being fixed upon foundations I trust 
the most stable. 

I am extremely happy to hear your determination upon the 
question of Seringa patam, w hich I have not disclosed to a 
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soul. It>s central position, its local strength, joined to tlie 
river, being in a great measure a frontier almost all the way 
across the peninsula, and the facility with which an army may 
move from it to any point of attack, point it out as a material 
station for our army, anfl indeed, a line drawn by Colar Ik'in- 
galore to Periapatam, affords a shorter line of d<}fence to tlie 
Carnatic than we had before, and seems to point out that 
and Mangalore as a desirable acquisition for us. Gooty and 
Gurnimcoonda naturally are the places from whence the 
Nizam will secure his share of the conquest, and in the pre- 
sent circumstances an addition to liis power is ratlicr desirable 
than dangerous, adds to our strengtli, and not to our alarm, 
an additional effect of the wise measures of your Government. 
Were I in your place I should be more puzzled with Hednore 
tlian any other part of the country. It is distant from us. 
The Mahrattas w ill claim it. They deserve little, and in their 
present state, although not very formidable, yet might be- 
come so ; and it is a rich province. I dare say your deter- 
mination will be the best and the wisest. 

The correspondence you sent me 1 think, in some degree, 
proves what I have long suspected, that the principles upon 
which the treaty of Seringapatam was founded were but falla- 
cious, and more suited to defend the treaty in an Jinglisli House 
of Commons tlian to assist its operations in this country. To 
Tippoo tlie triple alliance appeared tlie cflect of weakness 
rather than ability, and moderation was by him, and I suspect 
by our allies too, supposed the effect of our inability. Be- 
sides the remoU^ good arising from tlie balance of power 
wisely held to any Indian mind cannot come in competition 
with any immediate advantage whatever. Our successes have 
been too rapid for any Indian to give? us credit for our mode- 
ration, and their false and fickle conduct will, I am afraid, 
prev^eut us iVom practising it long. I have no doubt but hud 
the Frenchman’s advice in the last letter in the collection*^ 


* This was conveyed in a letter from M. Dubiie to Tipjioo Snltami, 
dat(‘d Kith of Dcceniher, 17!>8, urging Tipjmo to iniike oviTtures to the 
Mahrattas for their cooperation against the English, and entreating 
Tippoo so to .stimulate the Mahrattas t!iat they might take alarm and 
attaek the Ea.st India Company's territories. See p. I.'M of Mr. Edmoii" 
stone's translation of tlie discovered doeuments. 
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been taken with vigour, that you would not have had the 
Mahrattas so quiet, and possibly their delay may be in some 
degree owing to its having been attempted to be carried into 
execution. Adieu! may every good attend you, and every 
success follow your measures. 

Yours, ever sincerely, 

J. Anstruther. 


No. XXII. 

Captain (afteneards Sir Thomas) Munro to the Earl of Mornington, 

My Lord, Scringapatam, June, 1/99. 

I should hardly have ventured to trouble your Lordship 
with a letter on the subject of iny appointment as a joint Se- 
cretary to the Commissioners for the affairs of Mysore had 
not their instructions, directing me to communicate with you 
on the civil administration of Canara, opened the way for me 
to make my acknowledgments to your liordship for having 
twice pointed me out as a person that might be usefully em- 
ployed. As it is probable that your Lordsliip may hear that 
1 hesitated for some time in accepting this appointment to 
Canara, I shall, without reserve, explain the motives by 
wdiich I was guided on this occasion. I felt a reluctance to 
quit the coast, where I had served near twerty years. After 
having been the greatest part of the last nine years in tents, 
I dreaded that my constitution would not support the fatigue 
of leading the same kind of life for two or three years longer 
in investigating the revenues of a new country, I thought it 
possible that 1 might be ordered to take charge of a pa^t of 
Coimbatore, and as I know perfectly, from my long residence 
in the neighbourhood of that province, that it yielded more 
than double the estimate of Tippoo Sultaun ; I flattered my- 
self with the hope of gaining some credit by augmenting the 
public revenue. On the contrary, I saw that, by going to 
Canara, I should only disappoint the expectations which your 
Lordship might have formed ; for I never had any doubts of 
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the truth of the report which prevailed in 1792, that the 
Sultaun had overrated the whole of the Malabar coast in 
order to secui’e to himself a part of it for keeping up his 
French connection. This report seems to be confirmed by 
experience in Malabar, where, after a trial of seven years, 
the revenue is still lower than the scliedule. I could scarcely 
hope to bring the country up to its estimated value in a short 
time; to do in one year what had not in the adjoining pro- 
vince been done in seven ; and I therefore foresaw a certain 
unavoidable loss of reputation. But I considered that it was 
my duty to go, and the more especially as I was conscious 
that though I should never be able to realize any sanguine 
ideas that might be entertained on the subject of the revenue 
of Canara I should yet, from possessing the advantages of 
long experience, be enabled to render it as productive as it 
could have been in any other hands. 

I understand that two gentlemen have been proposed as 
my assistants, but I am not sure whether or not they have 
been actually confirmed. It is hardly necessary to mention 
to your Lordship tliat no person can be of the smallest use 
in this revenue who ilocs not understand some one or other 
of the country languages ; besides this indispensable ([ualifi- 
cation, an assistant ought also to possess great perseverance 
and great teni[)er with the natives. I am as yet ignorant how 
far the gentlemen in question are endowed with tljcse requi- 
sites ; but ir 1 find them deficient, I shall not fail to report to 
your Lordship, in full confidence that I sliall be furnished 
with abler assistance. 

1 shall trust to your Lordship’s candour for excusing the 
freedom with which I have expressed myself in this first 
address. 

I have the honour to be, 
your Lordship’s most obedient Servant, 

Til. Munro- 
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T//r ICftrl of Morniuffton to Captain */. A, Kirkpatrick, Ursulcnt at 
Ihfderahad, 

Sir, Fort St. George, 30th June, 1799 . 

I now proceed to furnish you with such observations as oc- 
cur to me to be necessary for your guidance in discussing the 
several articles of the treaty of Mysore with the Court of 
Ilyderaliad, if contrary to my hope any such discussion 
should arise. In tlui first place, I wish to state distinctly the 
fundamental principles on which I have framed the new set- 
tlement. I have always been disposed to pay not only every 
attention to the just pretensions of liis Highness the Nizam, 
but even to evceed the limits of his strict rights in allotting 
the measure of his participation in the advantages of our late 
concjiicsts, but I cannot admit the claim of liis Highness to 
an equal partition of all or any of those advantages to be 
founded on any principles of justice or reason, liis High- 
ness cannot avail himself of the treaty of Faungul to maintain 
this claim because the article of that treaty relating to an 
equal partition of cun(|U(ists could not be construed to apply 
to tlic late war. No other written or verbal engagement 
existing to support such a claim on tlie j)art of his Highness, 

I havii endeavour<*d to (estimate his rights under the alliance 
by an entirely diUcrent, and in my opinion,* more equitable 
standard. My view has been to distribute the recent acqui- 
sitions of revenue between the two States in a due proportion 
to the eflicieiU sliare, whicli each lias borne in the expense 
and hazard of the war, as well as to the security which each 
is likely to derive from the assistance of the other in main- 
taining their common interests, and in consolidating the basis 
of the peace. 

Although I have assumed this principle as the general 
foundation of the whole settlement, I am persuaded that a 
fair review of tlie details of the treaty of IMysore will con- 
vince any impartial mind that I have made concessions to the 
Nizam far exceeding the limits of the rule which 1 had thus 
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prescribed to myself as the just measure of his Highness's 
rights. It is unriecessfiry to enter more minutely into this 
part of the subject ; you will find no difficulty in applying 
these observations to the articles of the treaty. 

The preamble of the treaty requires no remark. 

Tlie 1st and 2nd articles leave to the TMizain and to the 
Company shares of territory, as nearly as is practicable, of 
equal value, after deducting from each the charges for which 
they have reciprocally engaged to provide on account of the 
maintenance of the families of llyder Ali Ivhan, and Tippoo 
Siiltanii, and although on account of the Jaghire of Meer 
Ciimmur ud Deen, it may be observed, on the part of the 
Nizam, that, under the power reserved to the Company in 
the 6th article, the Com})any may derive a greater beiielit 
from its share of territory than that which now appears upon 
the face of the treaty, because the Company having reserved 
tlie power in certain contingencies of diminishing the allow- 
ances of the deposed family is not to be accountabhi to the 
Nizam for any such contingent advantage. On the other 
hand, it is apparent that the Nizam will be entitUid to similar 
advantages with regard to the Jagliire of Cumnuir ud Deen, 
wdiicli bis Highness, under his rights of sovereignty over 
Cuminur ud Deen, will at any lime possess power of limit- 
ing or suspending, although no such power he expressly re- 
served ill tlie treaty. His Highness also is exempt from tlie 
charge of any contingent increase in the expense of inaiii- 
taiuing the deposed family, a contingency by no means im- 
probable. « 

Meer Alliim having objected to the operation of *the 6th 
article, I offered, on the part of llui Company, to render 
annually to the Nizam an account of tlie expense of main- 
taining the dejiosed family, and to divide ecpially with his 
lligtjness any contingent saving within the sum stipulated by 
the trcajty for their annual maintenance, provided his High- 
ness would consent to pay one-half of any eventual excess 
beyond the stipulated sum. Meer Allum declined tliis 
table proposal, and agreed to the articles in tlieir present 
form. 

It appears that the Nizam is desirous of retaining a part 
of Tippoo Sultaun’s family wdthin his Highness’s territory, 
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the objections to such a plan must be obvious to every friend, 
not only of the British interests, but of the alliance between 
his Highness and the Company, the residence of the deposed 
family in the territory of tlie Company can never be an object 
of jealousy to the Nizam. Within his Highness’s dominions 
it might become an object not only of jealousy to the Com- 
pany, but of serious danger to the stability of the new set- 
tlement of Mysore. In addition to this observation, I must 
also remark, that the separation of the different members of 
the famil}^ of Hyder Ali and Tippoo Sultaun would be hea- 
vily felt by them as an unnecessary act of severity. It has 
been my duty to mitigate the rigour of this sudden change 
of their fortunes, and having been apprized that any separa- 
tion of the several branches of the families would greatly 
aggravate the unavoidable pressure of their actual condition, 
principles of humanity, as well as of policy, forbid me to 
adopt the plan suggested by Azim-iil-Omra. 

The whole of the deposed family will therefore be settled 
at Vellore, under the care of Ideutenant-Colonel Hoveton, 
and no reasonable expense will l)c refused by me which can 
contribute to their comfort or accommodation on a muniticent 
scale, suited to the rank in which they were born. 

Before I quit the 1st and 2nd articles, 1 think it proper 
to repeat that a mistake has arisen in enumerating tlie dis- 
tricts of Coimbfitore retained by the Company, the district of 
Kan jam having been omitted in the sclicdulc A. 

The necessity of tl\e third article is evident, as without 
that article Seringapatam would never become an efficient 
military "post in the hands of the allies. I am persuaded that 
the Nizam will soon feel and acknowledge the security wliich 
he is likely to derive from the establishment of a large British 
force at Seringapatam. 

The fourth article contains the basis of an arrangement 
founded on the strongesir principles of justice, humanity, and 
policy. It does not appear to me necessary to state any thing 
fiirther on this, or the fifth article ; you will naturally observe 
that, if the Nizam’s claim to an equal partition of territory 
had been founded in right, and consequently admitted by me, 
this adjustment so honourable to the moderation, generosity, 
and wisdom of the British character, would not have taken 
place. 
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I have already remarked the operation of the 6tli article 
on the interests of the Nizam, its necessity with a view to 
those of the Company is obvious* The policy of the 7th 
and 8th articles, I should trust, would not be disputed even by 
the illiberal, rapacious, and vindictive spirit of which I have 
perceived so many disgusting symptoms at Hyderabad, even 
since the fall of Seringapatam. 

That the new settlement of Mysore should be rendered 
as acceptable as possible to all the powers contiguous to the 
respective boundaries of the allies, is a principle founded on 
the soundest maxims of prudence, as well as of generosity. 
The conditions which I have annexed to the provisional ces- 
sion of territory to the Mahrattas will, I trust, satisfy the 
Court of Hyderabad of my sincere disposition to promote the 
interests of the Nizam by every effort compatible with the 
laws of my country, and the rules of public faith and justice. 

You have already been apprized through iny correspond- 
ence with Colonel Palmer, of the general outline of the 
conditions which 1 propose to require from the Peislnva, as 
well as of those which the Peishwa has proposed to me, 1 
trust I shall be able, in the course of to-morrow, to forward 
to Colonel Palmer the draft of a treaty founded on his late 
communications. The despatch prepared for Colonel Palmer 
will pass througli your hands, and you will communicate its 
contents to the Nizam, conformably to the stipulations of tlie 
treaty of Hyderabad. I desire that you will furnish me and 
Colonel Palmer, by the speediest conveyance, with such 
observations as may occur to you relative to tlie adjustment 
of affairs between the Peishwa and the Nizam. 

The Ninth Article of the treaty of Mysore is intended to 
form the foundation of a connection of the most intimate 
nature between the Company and the Rajah of Mysore; you 
will ipform me whetlier this arrangement is likely to excite 
any degree of jealousy in the mind of the Nizam. It is my 
decided determination not to admit of any relation between 
the Rajah of Mysore and any other power otherwise than 
through the Company’s Government. I am persuaded that 
in this determination I have made the best practicable ar- 
rangement for the interests of the Rajah, the Nizam, and the 
Company. The Nizam will not be a party to the subsidiary 
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treaty with the Rajah. I have not yet determined, however, 
whether a treaty of general guarantee between the three 
states to which the Peishwa hereafter may be invited to 
accede, would not be an advisable measure. 

With regard to the two separate articles of the treaty of 
Mysore, the nature of the first has already been explained 
in my observations on the 6th article of the treaty. The 
liJnd reejuircs some further remarks ; it was proposed by Meer 
Alluui as a mode of removing all jealousy from the mind of 
the Nizam, and of reconciling tlie Court of Hyderabad to 
M ecr Allum’s conduct in signing the treaty without having 
received powers from his Court. 

Tlie article appears to me to be perfectly nugatory, unless 
it be supposed that the Court of Hyderabad possesses suffi- 
cient inffuence with that of Poonali to prevent tl)c I^eisliwa’s 
consent to conditions which might otherwise prove acceptable 
to him, or unless it be intended insidiously to favour some 
unreasonable pretensions of tlie Niisani against the Peishwa. 
I sliall, however, pursue througli the whole of the negociatioii 
tlie course wliich shall appear to my judgment to lead to the 
ends of reason and justice, and I will not suffer myself to be 
divtu’ted from those ends by any intrigues at either court. 

It is difficult to express to you the degree of disgust which 
has been occasioned in my mind l)y some of the late official 
documents from Hyderabad. It is evident that Meer Allum, 
iiotwitlistaiuling his obligations to the British flovernuient, 
and personally to myself, has employed every art to create 
discontent against !)oth, by the tenor of his^unfounded com- 
plaints,' addressed to Azim id Omra, from Seringapatam. I 
am credibly informed tliat the cause of Meer Allum’s conduct 
is no otlier than his disappointment at not having personally 
shared in the distribution of the spoils of iSeringapatam ; and 
1 understand that lie has the imprudence to proceed so far 
as to hint his right to a share in the prize, eipiaJ to that 
allotted to Lieutenant-Cieneral Harris. The rejection of this 
unreasonable claim was immediately followed by the most 
marked symptoms of a discontent, which lias never since been 
removed. I’liis is a proceeding unworthy of his character, 
inconsistent with his professions, and incompatible with his 
obligations to the British Government; from this monmnt he 
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will ever be, in my opinion, an object both of su8})icion and 
contempt. The conduct of tlic Nizam, and of Azim ul 
Omra, is of a similar character. Nor can I conceive any 
attempt more despicable in j)rinciple, or indiscreet in policy, 
than tliat which they have made, to deprive our army and the 
Nizam’s of the just and customary rewards of their gallantry 
and honourable labours. 

I will transmit to you by an early op])ortunity copies of the 
oi'ders of Lord Cornwallis, during the last war, res})Ccting 
the right of the army to projjcrty found in places taken by 
assault. I will add copies of my late orders on the same 
subject. You will remark that I^ord Cornwallis’ opinion 
proceeds far beyond mine on this subject, although practi- 
cally (uir determination has been the same. The plain truth 
is, tljat the claims of the army under such circumstances hav(^ 
never been resisted in His Majesty’s service, nor do I tliink 
they could have been resisted at Seringapatam on any grounds 
of justice or policy, unless the amount of the capturful pro- 
perty liad been so emuanous, as that its distribution must 
Ijave aft(‘cted the disciplme of the army. Tlie Nizam’s foi*(*e 
formed so small a ])roportioii, eitluu* in point of number or 
eliiciency, of the whole army, that it would have been the 
h(*ight of injustice to have admitted his Highness’ claim to an 
<aiual participation of the whole prize, an admission which 
would have deprived our army of its reasonable advantages, 
witliout serving that employed by his Highness. No other 
principle, therefore, could be adopted but that of allowing his 
troops to share fateably with ours ; excepting always his 
cavalry, the irregular construction of vvhicli lamdenal such an 
arrangement impracticahlo. For his cavalry, therefore, a 
com])romise was made with Meer Allum. Whether Mec'r 
Allum defrauded Ins Higliness’ infantry of their sluire of the 
prize money, and reserved it for his Higiniess* private use, to 
the prejudice of those who had so well earned it in the field, 
is a (piestion which 1 confess freely it never occurred to me 
to ask ; iior will 1 degrade the character of the British 
Government by mixing in such a transaction, although tlie 
consequence of my refusal should be the total loss of his 
I lighness’ alliance. 


^ St»e Appendix. 
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When Lieutenant-General Harris communicated to me 
Me(?r Alliini’s recjuisition to be admitted on the part of the 
Nizam, to make a valuation of the treasure, I immediatt^ly 
gave my assent to Meer Alluin’s proposition with some ex- 
pressions of surprise, that the Command er-in-Chief should 
have thought any reference to me necessary* Subsequent 
information, however, has convinced me that the Comnuinder- 
in-Chief not only acted witli propriety in declining Meer 
Alliim’s original proposal, but that lie lias also been com- 
pletely justified in suspending the execution of my orders ; 
for it now appears that the Court of Hyderabad, as w^ell as 
the whole army, would have construed the concession into a 
formal recognition of the personal right of the Nizam to one- 
half of the captured property. 

I shall close this letter with some general reflections arising 
out of the recent conduct and langUcTge of the Nizam, Azim 
111 Omrah, and Mustakeem oo Dowlah. 

It is witli infinite regret that I perceive throughout the 
whole tenor of the reports of their recent conversations a 
spirit extremely dangerous to the stability of our connection 
with tlie Court of Hyderabad. The language of Mustakeem 
oo Dowlah is particularly offensive, iind as he is nearly con- 
nected with Meer Alluin, it is not diflicult to trace the source 
of his insolence and boldness in the disappointed avarice of 
liis patron and kinsman ; it appears, however, tliat the lan- 
guage which he used had been previously concerted with 
Azim 111 Omra, a circumstance whicli renders it the more 
deserving of animadversion. I desire that you will take an 
early opportunity of bringing Mustakeem oo Dowlah to a 
distinct explanation of his statement of the powers w'hich the 
Nizam had vested in me. That statement is, if possible, as 
false and absurd as it is disrespectful to tlie sujireme power 
of the British Government vested in my hands. Ilis» High- 
ness the Nizam, since the fall of Scringapatam, on two distinct 
occasions declared, in the most positive terms, that he w^ould 
not in any degree interfere to restrain those ydenary powers 
which he had requested me to exercise witli respect to all 
his interests in the conquest of Mysore. I desire that you 
\vill take an early opportunity of reprimanding Mustakeem 
oo Dowdah, in the most public and pointed manner, for tlie 
disrespectful terms in which he lias spoken of the British 
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Government, and that you will deprive him of his pension if 
you should deem it necessary to proceed to such an act of 
severity ; at the same time, you will take iin opportunity of 
signifying to the minister the extreme concern with which I 
have learnt that he has suflcred any of his servants to utter 
witli impunity expressions so unwarrantable. It may not be 
useless to embrace this occasion of awakening Azini ul 
Omra to a just sense of the extensive advantages which 
have been acquired by the Nizam’s Government, within the 
last year, by means of his connection with the British power. 
Within that short space of time the Nizam has been delivered 
from the violence and arrogance of an armed party in the 
centre of his dominions, which menaced the independence, if 
not the existence of his throne. His enemies have been 
deterred by the intervention of the British power from prose- 
cuting against his Highness’ kingdom designs which he 
possessed no means of resisting, and which probably would 
have terminated in his destruction. His most formidable 
enemy has been utterly destroyed, with scarcely any expense 
to his Highness’ treasury ; and in place of that enemy has 
been substituted a power, connected with him by all the ties 
of interest and public faith, and affording perfect security to 
his dominions in that quarter, formerly the most vulnerable. 
He has acquired a large accession of territory and revenue, 
as well as of rejmtation and glory, by the conduct of his 
troops under the direction of British officers during the war. 

Finally, from a weak, decaying, and despised state, he has 
recovered substalitial strength, secured the means of culti- 
vating and extending liis resources, with power and honour 
at home and abroad, and resumed a respectable posture 
among the jirinces of India. These have been the conse- 
quences of his connection witli the British powan*, acquired 
witlunit effort or hazard on hivS part. 

It is for his Highness and Azim id Omra to determine 
whether these benefits are all counterbalanced by our adhe- 
rence to the invariable practice of our military service, and by 
our justice to tlie merits of that army which has secured his 
tranqiiillity as well as ours. IVTliiqis ii may occur as a pru- 
dential consideration, whether his Highness’ (Hsa])]}ohitment 
at not being permitted to lay hands on rewards, appropriated 
hy the custom of tlie British Government to encourage the 
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zeal of tliose wlio risk tlioir lives in tlie public cause, shoiilil 
be so far irulul,c;*od, as to hazard any interruption of that 
friendsliip from wliicli he has derived advantages so solid, 
stdistaniia), and honourable. 

M'he treaty of M ysore appears to me to be highly favourable 
to his lligliness’ interests.* If, however, he should object to 
the basis and fundainental princi})les of it, he will not excite 
an emotion of alann or uneasiness in my jnind. 1 am perfectly 
prej)arcd to carry the new settlement into eftect by the aid of 
liritish arms alone ; and his Highness must be aware of the 
advantages which he will open to the Court of Poomih, if he 
should compel me to resort to such extreme measures. But 
if his Highness should object merely to partial details, or 
particular stipvdations of the treaty, 1 trust he will not hesitate 
to ratify it, relying on me to remove all such ohjectionahle 
parts, unless they should appear upon examination either to 
be necessarily connected with the whole arraiigmnent, or 
counterbalaiu ed by a (1 vantages, which bad escaped bis High- 
ness’s observation. 

I am, &c. 

Mortsinoton. 


No. XXIV. 

y/ic Earl of Mornin^'ton to Colonel Painter, Ilraiflent at Poonah. 

Sir, Fort vSt. George, '1th July, 

I liaye already stated to you the grouiuls of my decided 
opinion, that the Peisliwa lias forfeited all right to claim any 
share in the advantages of the late war with Tippoo Siiltaun. 
In this ])lace therefore, 1 shall only observe, that the ])lea of 
inability to fiiHil its engagements stated by the Durbar of 
Poonah, in the 5th article of the Peishwa’s projiositioit, is a 
direct admission that the Mahratta State is not entitled to 
any share of the partition of Mysore, for whatever might be 
their inclination, nothing less tliari an effective co-operation 
in the field could have been deemed to amount to such a per- 
formance of their engagements, as could constitute the foun- 
dation of a right to participate in the division of oiir recent 

* ISoe p, 2(). 
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conquests ; but even their inclination has been at least e([ui- 
vocal, and by their continued intercourse with tlie enemy, 
they have precluded thoin.selve.s from the benefit of your decla- 
ration made in my name, under the express condition of tlieir 
, renouncing all such intercourse during tlie war — their conduct 
in the former war cannot serve as a plea to justify a totally 
diflerent behaviour in the present ; it might as well be con- 
tended that the Nizam should be now ])unished for liis want 
of zeal in the former war, as that the jMahrattas should be 
j)ow^ rewarded for their alacrity at (hat period. 

You must, therefore, uiiderstatid and explain distinctly to 
the Feishwa, that I cannot consent to negotiate with him under 
any admission of his right to an equal, or any, share of tlie 
tlominions of the late Tippoo Sultauri. Whatever cessions 
may be made to the Feishwa from those territories, must he 
<leemed gratuitous on the part of the Company, and of the 
Nizam, excepting in as hir as they shall be compensated by 
correspondent concessions on the part of the Peisliwa. 

It may be necessary to observe, that it is my intention to 
exclude both tlic Nizam and the Mahrattas, especially the 
latter, from any interference in the affairs of the Rajah of My- 
sore, who is to he considered as a dependant of the Company. 
Von will judge wdiether any specific engag(;ment, on this sub- 
ject, will he necessary to restrain the Court of Poonah from 
intriguing in Mysore. 

The whole system of my policy, is a sufficient earnest of my 
anxiety to expel the Frmich from the service of Scindiah ; but 
it miglit be dangm’oiis to proceecl to any steps which tend to 
fix Sciiidiah in tlie interests of France. 1 desire 3^011 will keep 
this object constantly in view% nothing would he mon^ satis- 
factory to me, than to find means of conciliating Scindiali’s 
interests in the present ])acificati«>n ; perhaps it might he 
possible to arrange this most desirable object, by sonu^ (npii- 
table adjustment of his pecuniary claims on the Nizam and 
on tlie Pcishw^a; on this subject you will concert your mc?a- 
sures wdth the Resident at Hyderabad. 

I am, &c- 

Mornington. 
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From Sir Sidney Smithy to His Eweellency the Right Hon. the Governor- 
General of the British Possessions in India. 

^ ^ _ Tiirrc, off C vpriis, 9t\i July, 1 

My Lord, [Received at Fort William 15th Oct. 1799.] 

I feel I cannot do better towards meeting the natural impa- 
tience, and relieving the anxiety of our friends and coadjutors 
in India, than to transmit copies of my late despatches to Rear 
Admiral Lord Nelson, containing the detail of the seigc of Acre, 
which Bonaparte was forced to raise precipitately, after sixty- 
three days labour, and eleven fruitless attempts to carry the 
place by assault. He returned towards Cairo with the remnant 
of his exhausted army, which was originally twelve thousand 
men on the Syrian expedition, and is reduced at least one 
third. Egypt will aflbrdhim a reinforcement of about twtdve 
thousand men, left there under General Klcber, so that his 
tUmost force is now twenty thousand men, but by no means so 
formidable as they were before they met with a clieck, and 
felt their situation as it really is, cut off’ from all resource, and 
in a country by no means congenial to their habits, or furnish- 
ing the means of supplying their wants, still, however it is my 
duty to state that we have experienced desperation to be 
a strong principle of action both in Bonaparte and a portion 
of his followers, consequently as they find themselves hard 
pressed on tliis side by the Ottoman armicte, they may push 
across the Isthmus, and carry terror among those who don’t 
know them ; it is necessary, therefore, that his Majesty’s and 
the Right Honourable Company’s servants in India, should 
continue to be on their guard, notwithstanding tlic recent 
defeat of that portion of the French army whicli entered 
Syria, and if the British forces should have it in tlieir power 
to attack the first of the enemy’s troops, which make their 
appearance to the southward of the Isthmus, the success of 
his Majesty’s arms, which (after what I have witnessed) I look 
on as certain, cannot fail to have the same good effect on the 
opinion of the natives, that onr early successes had in this 
country, in which case the most formidable part of the c?vil is 
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done away, and the rest must be subject to the ordinary course 
of events in war, wliere a succession of fresh troops have to 
deal with a fatigued, diminished and dispirited enemy. If this 
is the case with them in Egypt, I am happy likewise, from 
recent official information to be able to say, it is equally so in 
every other quarter where the French arms have hitherto 
carried all before them. The Russian and Austrian combined 
armies under the command of General Suvarof, have beaten 
them out of Italy. The Austrians on the Illiine have been 
equally successful, the enemy having been driven back across 
the river. In Switzerland, the Austrians have everywhere 
been received as liberators, and the French expelled. We 
have no direct news from the interior of France, but these 
events according to the spirit which I know to prevail^ both 
in Paris and the provinces hid fair to overturn the monstrous 
system, which lias nearly reduced all the surrounding nations 
to the same pitiable state which France is in herself, and con- 
sequently to restore tranquillity to Europe. 

Sir Charles Whitworth writes me word, tluit he has ex- 
changed the ratification of a subsidiary treaty wutli Russia, 
by wlvicli she engages to furnish us 4.5,000 men, which will 
no doubt, enable Government to support your Lordship in the 
laudable exertions you are making to secure our Empire in 
India. You may be apprehensive on hearing, that the French 
fleet sailed from Brest, in the latter end of April, and had not 
been heard of when the last letters left Ijondoii ; they have 
however, made their appearance on the coast of Italy, having 
entered the Mediterranean on the 5th of May ; they are fol- 
lowed by our superior fleet. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

With perfect respect and regard, 
W, SiDNEV Smith. 
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From the Earl of Mornin^ ton to the Itoiiourahh Court of Directors^ 

llONOUllAlJLJi: Sirs, Fort St. George, ad August, \799. 

My last sejjarate letter to your Honourable Court, was 
dated on the 6th of June,* at which period I informed you, 
tliat 1 was occupied in framing: a i^eneral settlement of the 
con(|uored territories of the late Tippoo Sultaun. In tliis 
despatch, I shall submit to your Honourable Court, a sum- 
mary abstract of the principles by which my conduct has been 
governed in framing this settlement, and of the means which 
I have employed for carrying it into effect. 

From the justice and success of the late war with Tippoo 
Sultaun, the Company and the Nizam derived an undoubted 
right to the disyjosal of the dominions conquered by their 
united arms. This right of conquest entitled tlie Company 
and the Nizam, to retain the whole territory in tlieir own 
hands ; the cession of any portion of it to any other party, 
might be a consideration of policy or humanity, but could not 
be claimed on any ground of justice or riglit. 

The Mahrattas, whatever might have been their disposition, 
Iiaving taken no share in the war, had forfeited every preten- 
sion to participate in the advantages of the peace. Tlie 
numerous progeny of Tippoo Siiltaun, (even if it had been 
possible to adjust their several pretensions to tlie succession,) 
could plead no title winch liad not been superseded by the 
coiKpiest of the kingdom ; nor was it possible in estimating 
tlicir claims, to forget tlie usurpation of Hydcr Alii, and the 
sulferings of the unfortunate family, oxpellial by bis crimes 
from the throne of Mysore. A lineal descendant of tlie 
ancient bouse of the Jlajahs of Mysore, still remained at 
Seringapatain ; but, whatever miglit be the hopes of his 
family, from the moderation and hunianity of the coiU|uerors, 
this young Prince could assert no right to any share of the 
conciueretl territory. 

To the free and uncontrouled exercise of the riglit of 
compiest tlius vesteil in the Company and tlie Nizam, ii(» 


^ee Vol.J. 
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obstacle existed in tl»e internal state of the kingdom of Mysore. 
Tlie wdiole body oftlie people liad manifested the most favour- 
able disposition to submit to our authority ; the commander's 
of most of the principal fortresses had surrendered, or ex- 
pressed their readiness to surrender to our arms ; and within a 
few days after the fall of Seringapatam, I was satisfied that no 
difficulty would arise from the influence of the Maliommedans 
introduced into Mysore, under the usurpation of ITyder Alii 
and Tippoo Sultaun. It had been the uniform policy of the 
latter to destroy every vestige of hereditary right, established 
oflice, or territorial possession among his subjects, and to 
concentre not only the whole authority of the State, but the 
whole administration of the Government in his own person ; 
during his reign, therefore, liis numerous Maboinmed an chiefs 
]>o.ssessed neither individual weight, nor collective force ; 
many of them had fallen at Malavclly, Sedasere, and Seringa- 
patam, during the course of the war ; and most of the sur- 
vivors, togetluu' with their families, were actually iu the 
fortress of Seringapatam, subjected to our discretion, and 
confiding in the clemency of the British Cilovernment, witliout 
union, spirit, or strength to resist its power. The inclination 
and temper, both of the surviving chiefs and of the people, 
wore also most liappily disposed to receive any new settlement, 
which might promise to secure them against the revival of a 
despi>ti.sm, the barbarity andcaj)rice of whi(rli have never been 
surpassed even by any of the M.jdiommedan cornpierors of 
India. 

In regulating ♦he exercise of our right of conquest, it ap- 
peared to me that no principle could more justly he assumed, 
tlian that the original objects of the war should constitute 
the basis of the peace, and of the general settlemmit of 
our territorial acquisitions. These objects had been re- 
pea t#^dly declared by the Allies to Tie a reasonable indenn- 
nifieatioH for our tixpence in tlu^ war, and an ado<piate 
security against the return of that danger, which originally 
])rovoked us to arms. 

With a view to each of these just and necessary objects, it 
was requisite that the Company and the Nizam should retain 
a large portion of the conqueretl territory ; hut it required 
mucfi eorisidcratiou to determine the precise extent ot iliat 
]>ortioii, as well as tlie just rule of partition. The wav had 
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not been undertaken in pursuit of schemes of conquest, exten- 
sion of territory, or augmentation of revenue. In proportion 
to the magnitude and lustre of our success, it became a more 
urgent duty to remember, that a peace, founded in the grati- 
fication of any ambitious or inordinate view, could neither be 
advantageous, honourable, nor secure. 

The approved policy, interests, and honour of the British 
nation therefore required, that the settlement of the extensive 
kingdom subjected to our disposal, should be formed on 
principles acceptable to tlie inhabitants of the conquered ter- 
ritories, just and conciliatory towards the contiguous native 
States, and indulgent to every party, in any degree affected 
by the consequences of our success. 

To have divided the whole territory equally between the 
Company and the Nizam, to the exclusion of any other State, 
would have afforded strong grounds of jealousy to the Mah- 
rattas, and aggrandized the Nizam’s power beyond all bounds 
of discretion ; under whatever form such a partition could 
have been made, it must have placed in the hands of the Ni- 
zam many of the strong fortresses on the northern frontier of 
Mysore, and exposed our frontier in that quarter to every 
predatory incursion; such a partition would have laid the 
foundation of perpetual differences, not only between the Mah- 
rattas and the Nizam, but between the Company and both 
those powers. 

To have divided the country into three equal portions, 
allowing the Mahrattas, (who had borne no part in the ex- 
pcnce or hazard of the war,) an equal share w4th the other 
two branches of the triple alliance, in the advantages of the 
peace, would have been unjust towards the Nizam, and towards 
the Company; impolitic, as furnishing an evil example to our 
other Allies in India, and dangerous, as effecting a consider- 
able aggrandizement of the Mahratta empire at the exij^ence 
of the Company, and of the Nizam. This mode of partition 
also, must have placed Cbitteldroog, and some of the most 
important northern fortresses, in the hands of the Mahrattas, 
while the remainder of the fortresses in the same line, would 
have been occupied by the Nizam, and our unfortified and 
open frontier in Mysore, would have been exposed to the 
excesses of the undisciplined troops of both powers. 

The Mahratt as unquestionably had no claim to any por- 
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tion of the conquered territory, and any considerable exten- 
sion of their empire was objectionable, especially when ac- 
companied by the possession of strong fortresses bordering 
on the line of our frontier. It was, however, desirable to 
conciliate their goodwill, and to offer to them such a portion 
of territory as might give them an interest in the new settle- 
ment without offence or injury to the Nizam, and without 
danger to the frontier of the Company’s possessions. On 
the other hand, it was prudent to limit the territory retained 
in the hands of the Company and of the Nizam within such 
bounds of moderation as should bear a due proportion to 
their respective expences in the contest, and to the neces- 
sary means of securing the public safety of their respective 
dominions. 

For the information of your Honourable Court, I have an- 
nexed to this despatch a comparative statement of several 
plans for the partition of Tippoo Sultaun’s dominions, drawn 
up under my instructions with a view to the relative interests 
and power of the Nizam, the Mahrattas, and the Company ; 
to the nature, jiroduce, and geographical boundaries of tluj 
country, and to the position and strength of the several for- 
tresses and passes ; an attentive investigation of every com- 
parative view of these important questions terminated in my 
decision that the establishment of a central and separate go- 
vernment in Mysore, under the protection of the Company, 
anil the admission of the Mahrattas to a certain participa- 
tion in the division of the conquered territory, were the expe- 
dients best calculated to reconcile the interests of all par- 
ties, to secure to the Company, a less invidious, and more 
efficient share of revenue, resource, commercial advantage, 
and military strength, than could be obtained under any 
other distribution of territory or jiower, and to atibrd tlic 
most favourable jirospect of general and permanent tranquil- 
lity in India. 

Having decided these leading principles of the new settle- 
ment, I proceeded to determine the rule of distribution for the 
respective shares of the Company, the Nizam, and the Mah- 
rattas, to fix the most eligible position for the cessions to he 
made to each party, and to define the limits of the new go- 
vernment of Mysore. 

To the Company’s share naturally fell il\e Province of Ca- 
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nara, the Districts of Coimbatoor and Daraporam, with all 
the territory lying below the Ghauts between your posses- 
sions in the? Carnatic, and those in Malabar. These acquisi- 
tions appeared the most eligible, not only on account of their 
intrinsic value in point of produce, but as securing an unin- 
terrupted tract of territory from the coast of Coromandel to 
t]>at of Malabar, together with the entire sea-coast of the 
Kingdom of Mysore, and the base of all tlie eastern, western 
and southern Ghauts. To these I thought it necessary to 
add the forts and posts forming the heads of all the passes 
above the Ghauts on the Table Land. The possession of 
the base of the Ghauts alone formed no eflectual barrier for 
the inhabitants of the Low Lands against an enemy posses- 
sing the summits of those mountains ; and I, therefore, consi- 
dered the ac(iuisition of all the entrances of the Lasses situ- 
ated above tlie Ghauts, to be an essential object of security, 
against every jvossible approach of danger from the Table 
Land. This ac(|iiisition derived a further importance in my 
opinion, from the means which it appeared to aflbrd of curb- 
ing the refractory spirit of the Polygars, and of all other tur- 
bulent and disaffected subjects in the Carnatic, and on the 
coast of Malabar ; 1 also considered the district of Wynaad 
to be an usefid possession with a view to the tranquillity of 
your territories on the latter coast, '^riie last addition which 
I deemed it iiccessai’y to make to your share of the con- 
quered dominions, consisted of the fortress, city and island 
of Seringapatam, the possession of which would effectually 
secure tin? communication between your territories on both 
coasts, and consolidate? all your lines of dcf(?nce in every di- 
rection. 

To the Nizam, it appeared most expedient to allot the dis- 
tri<*ts of Gooty and Giirrumcondah, bordering on tlie c<\ssi(>ns 
which he acejuired by the peace of 179.?, together with a 
tract ol’ country, the frontier of which should be drawn 
nearly along tlie line of Chitteldroog, Sera, Nhndydroog, 
and Colar, leaving, however, these fortresses to the south- 
ward to form the frontier of the new Government of Mysore. 
T1 le Nizam certainly could not assert any just claim to an 
equal participation with tlie Company in the advantages of 
tlie peace, 'riie operation of the Gth Article of the Treaty 
of Pauiigul, respecting an equal division of conquests, was 
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limited to the war which Vc^rt ta bU in 1792. Since the 
peace of Soriiigapatam, the 10th is the only Article of the 
Treaty of Paungul wliich can be considered to continue in 
force ; and no subsequent engagements had l)eeii contracted 
.with the Nizam which could entitle him to any advantages 
in the present peace exceeding his relative proportion in tlie 
expellees and exertions of the allied force during the late 
war. It w'as, liowever, desirable that the territorial revenue 
retained in sovereignty by the Conijiany (after deducting 
wliatever cliargcs might he annexed to the tenure) sJiouJd 
not exceed the Nizam’s portion, and accordingly I deter- 
mined that this principle should be observed in tJie partition ; 
reserving, liowever, to tlie Company, as a just indemnifica- 
tion for their superior share in the expences and exertions of 
the war, tlie principal benefit of whatever advantages might 
flow fVoni any engag<'.ments to be contracted with the new 
Goveriinieiit of Mysore. 

For the Mahrattiis, 1 resolved to reserve a portion of terri- 
tory, the revenues of which should not exceed two-thirds, 
nor fall short of one lialf^ of the portions retained in sove- 
reignty by the Nizam and the Company res\)ectivcly, after 
deducting their respective charges ; considering that any ces- 
.sioii to fhe Pcishwa must be viewed as a matter of mere fa- 
vour, it appeared to me that tlie sliare to he allotted to Jiim 
was amply suflicient, it would contain Harponelly, vSooiula 
above the Gliauts, Annagoondy, part of the district of Chit- 
toldroog, part of Bednore above tlie GJiaiits, and other dis- 
tricts, but the fr»^»ntier fortresses of Chitteldroog and Bed- 
norc would remain for the protection of the new Government 
of Mysore. 1 also determined that no portion of t(Tritory 
should be ceiled to tlie Peislnva unconditionally, and that 
the cession should form the basis of a new treaty with tlie 
Alahratta empire. 

The territory remaining unoccupied by this partition could 
be bounded to the northward by a strong line of lull forts 
and posts, forming a powerful barrier tovvards the southern 
frontiers of the Nizam and of the Malirattas, from Punga- 
noor on the line of the eastern, to Bednore on that of the 
western Ghauts, and would he entirely surrounded to the 
cast, west and south, by the territories of the Company 
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above and below the Company also holding the 

Fort of Seringapatam in the centre of the Table Land. 

Tlie necessity now occurred of determining in wdiat hands 
the new Government of Mysore should be placed, and al- 
thougli no positive right or title to the throne existed in any . 
party, it seemed expedient, that my choice should be made 
between the pretensions of the family ofTippoo Sultaun, and 
those of the ancient house of the Rajalis of Mysore. 

The claims of liuinariity on both sides rendered the deci- 
sion a painful and ungracious task. No alternative remained, 
but to depose the dynasty which I found upon the throne, or 
to confirm the Mahommedan usurpation, and with it the per- 
petual exclusion and degradation of the legitimate Hindoo 
sovereigns of the country. The usurpation, although not 
sanctioned by remote antiquity, had subsisted for such a 
length of time as to have nearly extinguished the hopes of 
the Hindoo family, and to have accustomed them to the hu- 
mility of their actual fortunes, while the sons of Tippoo Sul- 
taun, born ill the state of royalty, and educated with the 
proudest and most exalted expectations of sovc^reignty and 
power, would be proportionably sensible to the sudden 
change of their condition, and to the unexpected disappoint- 
ment of tlieir splendid jirospects. In this view of the sub- 
ject it \vould liave been more grateful to my mind (securing a 
munificent provision for the ancient family of Mysore) to 
have restored that of Tippoo Sultaun to the throne ; if such 
a restoration could have been accomplished without exposing 
Mysore to the pdrpetual hazard of internftl commotion and 
foreign war, and without endangering the stability of the in- 
tended settlement of your interests and those of your Allies 
in this quarter of India. 

Since tlie peace of Seringapatam, and more especially since 
the year 1796, the destruction of the British power in India 
has formed the fiivoiirite and unremitting object of Tippoo 
Siiltaiin’s hopes and exertions. His haughty mind never 
could he reconciled to the sacrifices which he was compelled 
to make for the purchase of peace in 1792 ; and his increas- 
ing eagerness to recover the extensive portion of his domi- 
nions, then ceded to tlie allies, urged him to pursue a syste- 
matic <‘oin se of intrigue against the Britisli power among all 
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the native states, mul to revert to his ancient and hereditary 
connection with France, as the only eflectual means of grati- 
fying either his ambition or revenge. 

The proofs winch I had obtained, previous to the wur, of 
tlie nature and objects of his machinations, were suflicient to 
satisfy iny judgment ; they have since been corroborated by 
the voluminous records discovered in the Palace of Scringa- 
patam ; it is now incontestable that Tippoo Sultaun’s thoughts 
were perpetually intent upon the ruin of the Hritish power, 
that he trusted to have accomplished our expulsion by insti- 
gating the French to invade India; and that he prosecuted 
this unalterable purpose wdth all the aseal and ardour of pas- 
sionate resentment and vindictive hate, as well as with the 
steadiness of a deliberate maxim of state. 

Perliaps the most wdse policy which Tippoo Sultaun could 
have pursued would have been to have rested satisfied with 
the dominions remaining in his hands after the peace of 1792. 
But a policy of so moderate and pacific a spirit being utterly 
incompatible witli the impetuosity of his temper, with the prin- 
ciples of his religiou^s faith, arid with the military cliaracter of 
his government, it might be at least a matter of rational specu- 
lation, whether a close alliance with France (how-cver dan- 
gerous in its remote consecjucnces) was not his true interest, 
in the actual stale of his immediate views and pursuits. The 
possession of liis lost dignity, wealth, and power coulil not 
be recovered without the conquest of a great part of the 
Company’s territory, nor eftectually secured without the total 
subversion of the British interests in India ; — a Fren(;li army 
was the only instrument by which such an enterprize i:oiild 
be attempted; — an alliance with France was, therefore, the 
necessary conse<|uence of Tippoo Sultaun’s restless, but 
natural desire to restore his empire to its former splendour 
and ifTtrength. In addition to liis correspondence with tlie 
French at Tranquebar, with those at the Isle of France, and 
with the executive Directory at Paris, his embassy toZemaun 
Shah, his intrigues at Poonah and Hyderabad, and his 
correspondence with Mens. Raymond, (all wdiieh transac- 
tions jippear distinctly in the records discovered at Se- 
ringapatam) furnish abundant evidence that his antipathy 
to the English was tlie ruling passion of his heart, the 
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main-spring of liis policy, the fixed and fundamental prin- 
ciple of liis councils and government. 

The licir of Tippoo Siiltaun must have been educated in 
the same prijicii)k's, and encouraged to indulge in the same 
prejudices and passions, and instructed to form the same 
views of the interests and honour of tlic throne of Mysore. 
These sentimcids would necessarily acquii’c additional force 
in his mind from tlie issue of the late war. Our unexampled 
success had subverted tlie foundations of his father s empire, 
and transferred to our possession every source of the civil 
or military power of Mysore. Placed on the throne by our 
favour, and limited by our controul, he would have felt 
himself degraded to a state of humiliation and xveakuess so 
abject as no Prince of spirit would brook. Under such an 
arrangement our safety would have required us to retain at 
least all the territory which we now hold by the partition 
Treaty of Mysore. Whatever we retained must have been 
considered by tlu^ prince as a new^ usurpation upon his royal 
inheritance, and an additional pledge of Ins degradation and 
<lisgrace. In proportion to the reduction of his territory and 
resources ho would have less to lose and more to regain in 
any struggle for the recovery of his father’s empire ; nor does 
it seem unreasonable to suppose that the lieir of Ilydor Alii 
and Ti])pooSnllaun, animated by the implacable? spirit and bold 
^examph? of his parents, and acciistome<l to the commanding 
})rosi)ect of independent sovereignty, and to the splendour of 
military glory, might deliberately hazaril the remnant of his 
hereditary possessions in ])ursuit of so j)!'!*)!!!! an object, as 
the recovery of that vast and pow erful empire, wdiich for 
many years liad rendered his ancestors the scourge of the 
Carnatic, and the terror of this quarter of India. 

In the most narrow view of the subject, it must be ad- 
mitted that the son of Tippoo Sultaun must have felt a per- 
petual interest in the subversion of any settlement of Mysore, 
founded on a [)artition of his father s dominions, and on a 
limitation of his own independence. If, therefore, a prince of 
this race had been placed on the throne of Mysore, the foun- 
datior.s of the new settlement would have been laid in the 
very principles of its own dissolution. With such a prince 
no sincere alliance, no concord of sentiments, or union of 
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views could ever have been established ; the appearances of 
amity or attachment must have been delusive, even his sub- 
mission must have been reluctant, if not treacherous ; while 
all his interests, his habits, prejudices, and passions, his 
•vices, and even his virtues must have concurred to cherish an 
irreconcilable aversion to our name and power, and an eager 
desire to abet the cause, t(» exasperate the animosity, and to 
receive the aid of every enemy of the British nation. What- 
ever degree of influence or strength might have been left to 
the native Government of Mysore in such hands, would 
alw^ays have been thrown into the scale opposed to your 
interests. The hostile power of Mysore would have been 
weakened, but not destroyed ; an enemy would still have 
remained in the centre of your possessions, watching every 
occasion to repair the misfortunes of his family at your ex- 
pense, and forming a point of union for the machinations of 
every discontented faction in India, and for the intrigues of 
every emissary of France. 

Under these circumstances, the same anxiety for tlie secu- 
rity and repose of your possessions, whicli originally compelled 
me to reduce the power of Tippoo Sultaun, now appeared to 
require that I should provide effectually against the revival 
of any degree of a similar danger, in the person of his son. 

On the other liand, the restoration of the descendant of 
tile ancient Jlajalis of Mysore was recommended by the same 
course of reasoning which excluded the heir of the Maho- 
medari usurpation. 

Tile indignities which the deposed family of Mysore liad 
suflered, cs})ecially during the cruel and tyrannical reign of 
'fippoo Sultaun, and the state of degradation and misery to 
which tliey had been reduced, would most naturally excite a 
sentiment of gratitude and attacliment in their minds towards 
that pcfWer, which had not only delivered tliem from oppression, 
hut had raised them to a state of considerable alfluence and dis- 
tinction. Between the British Government and this family, 
an intercourse of friendship and kindness had subsisted in 
the most desperate crisis of their adverse fortune. They had 
formed no connection with your enemies. Their elevation 
would be the spontaneous act of your generosity, and from 
your support alone could they ever hope to he maintained 
upon the throne, either against tlie family of Tippoo Sultaun, 

VOL. II. 


o 



82 THE RARl- or MORNINOTON, TO Aug, 

or against any other claimant. They must naturally view 
with an eye of jcfilousy, all the friends of the usurping family, 
and coiistupiently be adverse to the French, or to any state 
coiinect<Hl with that family, in its hereditary hatred of the 
Britisli Government. The lieir of the llujahs of Mysore, if- 
placed on tlie throne, must feel that his coutinuaiice in that 
state depended on the stability of the new settlement in all 
its parts. His interest must therefore be to unite with 
cordiality and zeal in every effort necessary to its harmony, 
efficiency, and vigour. The effect of such an arrangement of 
the affairs of Mysore would not be limited to the mere 
destruction of the liostile power which menaced our safety. 
In tlie place of that power, would be substituted one, 
whose interests and resources might be absolutely identified 
with our own, and the kingdom of Mysore, so long tlie source 
of calamity and alarm to the Carnatic, might become a new 
harrier of our defence, and might supply fresh means of 
wealth and strength to the Company, their subjects, and 
allies. 

In addition to these motives of ]>olicy, moral considerations, 
and sentiments of generosity and huniaiiity, favoured tlio 
restoration of the ancient family of Mysore. Their higli 
birth, the antiquity of their legitimate title?, and their long 
and unmerited suffei'ings, rendered them peculiar objects of 
comjnission and respect; nor could it be doubted (hat their 
government would be both more aceeptahle and more indul- 
gent that that of the Mahomedaii usurpers, to the mass of 
the inhabitants of the country, composed almost entirely of 
I lindoos. 

These considerations induced me to adopt the resolution 
of preferring the descendants of the Rajahs of Mysore to 
the heir of Tippoo Sultaun. 

1 determined at the same time to grant to the families of 
Hyder Ali and Tippoo Sultaun a more magnificent mainte- 
nance than either had enjoyed during the late reign, and to 
provide with the same liberality for the principal Maho- 
inedan officers and chiefs of the state, who had survived the 
Sultaun, and for the families of all those wlio had hillen in 
the course of the war. 

For the accomplishment of a setilemout founded on the 
principles which I hav(» had the honour to detail to your 
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Honourable Court in the preceding paragraplis, I issued a 
special commission ou the 4th of. June,^ appointing Ineute- 
nant-(jlomn*al Harris, The Honourable- Colonel Wellesley, I'lie 
Honourable Ibniry Wellesley, Lieutenant-Colonel William 
Kirkpatrick, and Lieutenant-Colonel Barry Close, commis- 
sioners for the affairs of Mysore, with tlie ample ])owers 
specified in the commission ; and 1 named Captains Malcolm 
and Munro to be secretaries, and Mr. Edward (Jolding and 
liicutenant Charles Paslcy assistant secretaries to the com- 
mission. As the favourable state of the country has rendered 
my presence at Seringapatam unnecessary, 1 accompanied 
the commission with instructions directing the commissioners 
to proceed without delay to lay the foundations of the new 
arrangement, and for the purpose of precluding the intrigues 
of the natives, and of all the great interests which were in 
suspense; 1 enjoined tlie coniniissioners and their secretaries 
to take an oatli of secrecy, in order that no part of my plan 
might transpire until the arrangements for the whole had 
been completed. 

The commissioners assembled at Seringapatam on the 8th 
of June, and under my instructions, their first act was to make 
provision for the principal surviving officers and chiefs of the 
late Sultaiin, and for tlie families of those slain during the 
campaign. I am hapyiy to inform your Honourable Court, 
that this measure produced the most salutary effect in tran- 
quillizing the minds of the principal Mahomedans remaining 
ill Mysore, and in placing the clemency and genei’osity of the 
British (jovernnunit in the most cons]>iciious and lionourable 
liglit. Jt was determined, tliat Meer Kunimur lul Deen 
should be settled at Gurrumcoiuhih, with a jaghire from the 
Nizam, and another from tlic Company. This arrangement 
having been coiichid(;d, Kummur ud Dcen departed from 
Seringapatam on the lf)tli of June, with many expressions of 
gratitude 'towards the Company’s Government. T]ui Brah- 
min Poorneah, who had been the princip;d financial minister 
of the late SuUauri, having given satisfactory proof of his 
i‘eadiness to serve the new Government in tlie same capacity, 
it was determined that he should he appointed Dewan to the 
.voung Rajali of Mysore. 


* Sro 1?:^. 
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The next proceeding of the commissioners, in pursuance 
of my directions, was to undertake the painful, hut necessary 
task of removing the families of Hyder AH and Tippoo Sul- 
taun from Scringapatam to the Carnatic. 

I had previously given orders that the fortress of Vellore- 
should be prepared for the reception of the families, and I 
had appointed Lieutenant-Colonel Doveton to the command 
of that fortress, and had also entrusted him wdth the payment 
of the stipends allotted to both families, directing him to 
spare no reasonable expense in providing for their accom- 
modation, on a scale suitable to their former rank and ex- 
pectations. The four princes, h\itteh Hyder, Abdul Khaulik, 
Mdyez oo Deen, and Moyee oo Deeri, with their families, 
arrived at Vellore on the 13th of July; they expressed their 
satisfaction in the accommodations provided for them. The 
remainder of the families of ilyder Ali and Tippoo S^ltaun 
will be removed as soon as may be i)racticable. ' ' 

i^rcviously to the departure of the princes from S^eringa- 
patam, the commissioners had cautiously abstained from all l! 
intercourse with the family of the Rajah of Mysore; hut as 
soon as the four elder sons of the late Sultaun had left the 
capital, the commissioners paid a visit to the young Rajah, 
whom they found wdth others of this persecuted family, in a 
condition of poverty and luimlliation, wdiich excited the 
strongest emotions of compassion ; it was determined to fix 
the residence of the Ra jah in the ancient towui of Mysore, as 
being the most eligible situation for the seat of his government. 

On the 5th of June I had furnished the commissioners 
with the first draft of a treaty betwx‘en the Comj)aiiy and his 
Highness, the Nizam, for the partition of Mysore, and having 
received the fullest communication of their sentiments and of 
those of Meer Allum, on the subject, I made such alterations 
as appeared to be advisable. On the 22nd of Juhe this 
treaty was executed by the commissioners and Meer Alluin, 
at Scringapatam, and ratified by me in council at Fort St. 
George, on die 2()th of the same month, and by his Highness 
die Nizam, at Hyderabad, on the 13th of July. A copy of 
this treaty is annexed to this despatch under the title of the 
Partition Treaty of Mysore.* 


^ Srr p 26. 
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On the SOtli of June the Rajah of Mysore was formally 
placed on the musnud, by the commissioners, assisted l)y 
Meer Alluni. 

On the 8th of June I liad forw.Trded to the commissioners 
.tlie first draft of the subsidiary treaty, to be concluded be- 
tween the Company and the Rajah of Mysore. After an 
ample discussion with the commissioners who had commu- 
nicated the whole arrangement to the Brahmin Poorneah, 
and conciliated his co-operation ; and after the adoption of 
several alterations, this treaty w^as executed in the fortress of 
Nuzzerbah, near Seringapatam, by the commissioners, and 
certain proxies on the part of the young Rajah, on the 8tli of 
July, and ratified by me in council on the Siird of July, under 
the title of the Subsidiary Treaty of Seringapatam* 

In framing this engagement, it was my determination to 
establish the most unqualified community of interests between 
the Government of Mysore and the Company, and to render 
the Rajah’s northern frontier in effect, a powerful line of our 
defence. With this view, 1 have engaged til undertake the 
protection of this country, in consideration of an annual 
subsidy of seven lacs of star j)agodas ; but recollecting the 
inconveniences and embarrassments which have arisen to all 
parties concerned under the double Governments and con- 
flicting aiitlioritios unfortunately established in Oiide, the 
Carnatic, and Tanjore, I resolved to reserve to the Company 
the most extensive and indisputable powers of interposition 
in the internal affairs of Mysore, as well as an unlimited riglit 
of assuming tlie direct management of the country (wlienovcr 
such a step might appear necessary for the security ’of the 
funds destined to the subsidy), and of requiring extraordinary 
aid beyond the amount of the fixed subsidy, either in time of 
war, or of preparations for hostility. 

UneJer this arrangement I trust that I shall be enabled to 
command .the wliole resources of the Rajah’’s territory, to 
improve its cultivation, to extend its commerce, and to secure 
the welfare of its inhabitants. It appeared to me a more 
candid and liberal, as well as a more wise policy, to apprize 
the Rajah distinctly, at the moment of his accession, of the 
exact nature of his dependance on the Company, than to 

* Sec p. 43. 
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leave any matter for future doubt or discusision. The right 
of the Company to establish such an arrangetnent, either as 
affecting tlu? Rajah or the allies, has already been stated in 
this despntdi, 

I entertain a sanguine expectation that the Jiajah and his 
ministers being fully apprized of the extensive powers reserved 
to the Company, will cheerfully adopt such regulations as 
shall render tlie actual exercise of those pow'ers unnecessary* 
Much indulgence w-ill be required at the commencement of 
the new Government, and it is my intention to abstain from 
any pressure upon the Rajah’s finances, which by embarrass- 
ing them, might tend to the impoverishment of the country, 
and to the distress of the people. 

Soon after the enthronement of the Rajah, the Brahmin 
Poorneah was appointed by the commissioners to be iiis 
Highness" Dewaii. 

Tlie eminent talents and integrity of Lieiitcnanl-Colonel 
(■lose, addecl to his extrac»rdinary skill in the country lan- 
guage, and Ills ex]>eri(nicf‘ in the manners, customs, and habits 
of the natives of India, induceil mo to select liim for the 
important charges of resident with the Rajidi of Mysore. He 
w'as accordingly appoint<'d to that office iiinn<‘diatcly after 
the Snl)sidiMry Treaty of Serhiga]>atam had been signed ; 
ami the connuission avus then dissolved on tin; i5rd of duly. 

Although your I lonourable (vourt will ]>ereeive in the 
commission tlie names of two ]>er.sons, of whose merits it may 
be diliicnlt for me to form an ifnj)artial judgment, 1 feel it to 
be my duty to recommend the conduct of the commissioners 
to your most public and distiiiguislu d a])prol)ation. 

The conclusion within one month of two treaties, so exten- 
sive in tlieir consecpiences, and complicated in tlieir details, 
together with all the subordinate arrangf'uients connected 
v;ith this important settlement, wdll appear the most extra- 
ordinary effort of diligence and ability, when it is remarked, 
that reference was necessarily made to me at Fort St. George, 
in every stage of the business. It will also be satisfactory 
to your Honourable Court to observe, tliat the whole arrange- 
ment has been conducted at Seringa patam, wdth a spirit of 
humanity and liberality, which cannot fail to conciliate tlu' 
good will of the inhabitants of Mysore. 

The command of Seringapatani will remain in the hands of 
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Colonel Wellesley ; it is a trust of great delicacy and import- 
ance^ which it is my duty to repose in a person of approved 
military talents and integrity, and to superinteiul with pecu- 
liar vigilance and care. 

Although I shall deem it prudent to detain the army in the 
field for a short period of time, 1 have the satisfaction to 
assure your Honourable Court, that far the greater part ot 
the dominions of Tippoo Siiltaun is now in a state of perfect 
trancpiillity. 

A detachment from the ai^my of Bombay took possession of 
Mangalore on the 4th of June, and the province of Canara, 
with the exception of the fortress of Jemaulabad, appeared 
disposed to submit cheerfully to our authority. I have little 
doubt that the commanding officer of Jemaulabad will soon 
be induced to surrender to the Company*'S arms ; in any 
event, however, the fort wtII be reduced without difficulty. 
In this confidence, a collector has l)een appointed for the 
province of Canara. 

The remainder of the territory allotted to the Com[)iiny in 
Coimbatoor, lias passed into our liands without any difficulty, 
and collectors have been appointed for the adininistratioii of 
the revenue. The fort of Gurriimcondah is in the possession 
of Ills Highness the Nizam, and those of Sera and (!Jhittel- 
ilroog are now garrisoned by the Jiritish troojis. Some 
di.stiirbances have taken place in Bi(inoor, in which province 
an adventurer had assembled a banditti, wliicli had distressed 
the inhabitants of the country ; a division of the army being 
now on its progrc<5s towards Bidiioor, I have every reason to 
expect that the commotions in that quarter will speedily be 
quelled. 

Since the fall of Seringapatain, the conduct of the Mahrat- 
tas has been of the mo.st conciliatory nature ; it would be 
premature at present to enter into any detail on the subject 
of the iK^gociations depending at Poonah ; but I have the 
satisfaction to assure your Ilciiiourable Court that no inter- 
ruption to tlie settlement of Mysore is likely to proceed from 
the Mahrattas. Whatever may be the secret inclination 
either of the Peishwa or of Scindiah, their mutual weakness 
and reciprocal jealousy are sufficient securities against any 
danger from that quarter. 

The advantages resulting to your interests from the recent 
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settlement of Mysore, are sufficiently obvious, as they appear 
in the preceding parts of this despatch, and in the papers 
which accompany it. It may not, however, be useless to 
submit to your Honourable Court, in a connected form, a 
general view of the whole ot this important question, together . 
with the reflections which have arisen in my mind from an 
anxious and assiduous attention to every branch of the 
subject. 

Since the first war with Hyder Ali, the tranquillity of your 
possessions has been continually menaced by the power of 
Mysore. Even in the intervals of peace, which have suc- 
ceeded to the several wars in which the company has been 
engaged with Hyder Ali and Tippoo Sultaun, your security 
in the Carnatic has ever been precarious. During the cessa- 
tion of actual hostilities, the designs of the Sovereign of 
Mysore have still continued uniformly hostile, and his means 
of executing them have always remained considerable, wliile 
the degrees of your safety have fluctuated with the state of 
your military estal)lishnu‘rits and preparations, and with the 
distribution of your force. 

The baneful effects of this perpetual state of uncertainty 
and solicitude, have been felt not only in the decay of agricul- 
ture, and of the arts of peaceful industry on the coast of 
Coroinaiid(d, and in the rebellions spirit of certain descriptions 
of your subjects on that coast, and on the coast of Malabar, 
but occasionally tbrougliout all India, in tlie diminution of 
tlie British Influence and consideration at foreign courts, in 
the rising hojH\s of the turbulent and disaflected, and in the 
decline of public and private credit, sliaken by repeated 
rumours of war, and by the constant necessity of guarding 
against a surprise from the sudden aggression of an enemy, 
whom no chnnency or moderation could conciliate, and no 
ftiith could bind. 

The reduction of Tippoo Siiltauifs power and. resources 
effected by the treaty of Seringapatam in lT9ii, had weakened, 
but not extinguished the cause of tliesc complicated evils. 
Soon after the conclusion of peace, this cause and its effects 
appear to have recovered a considerable degree of activity 
and vigour, until in the year 1796, the intrigues and military 
movements of Tippoo Sultaun compelled the Government 
General to assemble the army on the coa.':?t of CoroniiUidel, 
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and in the Autumn of 1797, such apprehensions were justly 
entertained of his designs and power, as induced the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George to abandon the prosecution of an 
expedition ably planned, intimately connected with your 
. interests, and which had already brought a heavy charge on 
your finances. 

Judicious indeed, and provident was the policy which 
dictated the relinquishment of that enterprise, since subse- 
quent discoveries and events have manifested the great pro- 
bability, if not the absolute certainty, that the departure of 
the large force destined for Manilla would have proved a 
signal to the watchful vengeance of Tippoo Sultaun to invade 
the Carnatic, or to attack the dominions of the Nizam, even 
without waiting for succours from France, the assistance 
of wdiicli might not, perhaps, have appeared to him neces- 
sary during the absence of so considerable a portion of our 
army. 

But the apprehension of the designs and movements of the 
power of Mysore had never, pcrliaps, been more anxiously 
or more justly entertained, than between the moiitlis of June 
and September, 1798. It cannot be denied that during that 
period, your interests were menaced by a combination of the 
most serious dangers. The anxiety and fears hitherto enter- 
tained with regard to the designs of Tippoo Sultaun, were 
now confirmed by a certain knowledge of his having actually 
proposed to the French projects of the most extensive liosti- 
lity agahist your possessions in India. The alarm, as well as 
the danger, was considerably aggravated by the formidable 
preparations of the French in tlie Mediterranean, * by the 
apparently des])erate state of our alliances in the Deccan: 
by the peculiar situation of the Court of Hyderabad, sul)- 
jected to the will of a powerful French army and French 
faction ; by the menacing declarations and probable views of 
Zemaim Shall; by the dispersed and defective condition of 
the army of Fort St. George ; and above all, by tlie general 
persuasion, that an early attempt to assemble or to move tliat 
army, would serve only as a provocation to tlie enemy to 
invade and desolate the Carnatic, without furnishing the 
means of repelling tlie invader. 

The situation of our allies at this period of general de- 
spondency, is now well known to your Honourable Court. 
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It will therefore be sufficient in this place to observe, that the 
degree of danger with which the Nizam and the Peishwa 
were threatened by the impending storm, exceeded that which 
menaced our possessions in the same proportion, as the 
distractions and weakness of the Governments of Poonah 
and Hyderabad rendered them less able than the Company 
to counteract the machinations or to repel the assault of the 
enemy. It is true, that Tippoo Sultaun’s views against the 
Courts of Poonah and Hyderabad, were ostensibly limited to 
the recovery of the cessions made by him to those powers in 
179^. But it cannot be doubted, that his ambition and 
rapacity would have augmented with the progress of his 
victories, and his revenge w^as not of a temper to be mitigated 
by success. 

Your Honourable Court is apprised of the changes which 
successively and rapidly took place in the condition of our 
alliances and of our army, substituting at Hyderal)ad in place 
of a French faction and a French army, Britisli inliueiice and 
a considerable British force, and producing ultimately the 
happy restoration of confidence and energy among your 
servants at Fort St. George. It is tlierefoj‘e unnecessary 
to dwell on that part of the subject ; hut it may be expediemt 
to advert to the state of the general expectations at dilFerent 
periods of time previous to the war, and to comj>are our 
actual situation with those expectations, as well as with our 
position in the month of June, 1798. 

At that time, even the most sanguine dispositions, and 
those least affected by the prevalent panio, would probably 
have been content to have detached I'ippoo Sultaun from his 
alliance with the Frericli nation ; in tJje hope that, without 
the aid of a French force, he would not attempt to disturb 
the trancpiillity of the Carnatic. 

Kven at a later period, w hen the subversion of the French 
party at Hyderabad, the restoration of the Nizam to the 
condition of an efficient ally, and the aclvanced state of our 
milUai'y preparations had inspired a general spirit of confi- 
dence and zeal, the most confident and zealous WT)uld have 
deemed the issue of the approaching contest ])rospevous as 
well as hojiourable, if it had effected a considerable reduc- 
tion of the power ami resources of Tippoo Sultaun, and had 
obtained a reasonable indemnity for the expenses of the allies. 
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The entire destruction of Tippoo Snltaun’s power, or tlie 
absolute transfer of liis resources to any hand, less inimical 
or less violent. Mould have been deemed a gloidoiis tcrmina* 
tioii even of a long and expensive contest. 

But the success of your arms in the short period of the 
late campaign has not merely excluded the French from 
Mysore, provided an ample indemnity to you and your ally 
for the charges of tlie war, destroyed the hostile power of 
Tippoo Sultaun, and effectually precluded its revival, but 
hfTs transferred the sm ord of your implacable enemy into your 
oM'U hands, and turned to your use the main springs of his 
wealth and strength. 

By the partition treaty of Mysore you have acquired an aug^ 
mentation of direct territorial revenue to tlie annual amount 
of about star pagodas G, 47, (>41,10, (£259,056 sterling.) '^ By the 
subsidiary treaty of Seringapatam, you luive secured an annual 
vsubsidy of star pagodas 7,00,000, (£280,000 sterling), making 
together, with your new territorial revenue, the sum of star 
pagodas 16,17,641,10, (£569,056 sterling), and leaving (after 
deducting tlie provision allotted for the families of liyder Ali 
Khan and Tijipoo Sultaun) an annual increase of your funds 
in this (juarter of India, equal to star pagodas 11,47,641,10, 
(£159,05(>sterlmg). But areasonable expectation is entertained, 
that tlie territory acquired by the Conqiany, under the treaty 
of Mysore, mtU y ield, in the course of a few^ years, a sum not less 
than, star pagodas 14,78,698, (£591,479 sterling). If such 
an advance in the nominal revenue of the ac(|uired districts 
♦should actually b« realized, the positive augmentation of your 
availabh^ annual resources, in consequence of the late settle- 
ment of Mysore, will amount nearly to 20 lacs of star pagodas, 
(£800,000 sterling). But in c-sti mating the increase of your 
annual available resources since the month of June 1798, the 
augmentation which took place in the subsidy payable by the 
Nizam, is not to be omitted. By the treaty of Hyderabad, 
concluded on the first of September 1798, the annual subsidy 
M’'a.s augmented from A root rupees 6,44,556, to Arcot rupees 
24,17,100, making an increase annually of Arcot rupees 
17,72,544, or star pagodas 5,64,982, (£225,91^2 sterling). 
Thus, the total augmentation of your available annual re- 
sources since June 1798, in this quarter of your possessions, 

** < ‘lilrataling the bUir at St*. 
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amounts actually to, star pagodas 17,12,623, (£685f(H8 ster- 
ling), and, if the increased revenue of the newly acquired 
territory should be realized, (according to just expectation), 
it will amount to star pagodas 25,43,680 (£1,017,472 sterling)^ 

Against these acquisitions must be placed the expense of. 
wliatcver additions it may be found necessary to make to your 
military force, either in consequence of the extension of your 
territory, or of the subsidiary engagements wdiich have been 
contracted with the Nizam and with the Rajah of Mysore. 

The subsidiary force at Hyderabad must be considered as 
a part of your efficient strength prepared for your service on 
any emergency, and ready to aid you in any future war, as 
it has aided you in the last. It does not appear to me pro- 
bable that it will be necessary to make any considerable addi- 
tion to the military establishment of Fort St. George, in 
consequence of the treaty of Hyderabad, nor do I appridiend 
that the requisite increase of that establishment, and of tlie 
army of liombay, in consequence of the two treaties annexed 
to this desjiatch, will bear any proportion to the increase of 
your revenue and resources. For it must never be forgotten 
that, while your territory has been extended, your frontier 
has been contracted and strengthened, your [irincipal enemy 
utterly destroyed, and an ally, and dependant of the Com- 
pany, substituted on his throne. 

I do not yet possess the means of stating with sufficient 
accuracy to your honourable Court, eitlier the amount of the 
charges incurred in consequence of the various measures of 
preparation and precaution, w'hich became., necessary on the 
discovery of Tippoo ultaun’s hostile designs in June 1798, 
or the anioiiiit of the expense which is to be placed to the 
account of the operations of the late war. The accumulated 
charges both of our preparations and of the war must be 
considerable ; but whenever a statement of the expenses of 
the late war can be submitted to your honourable Court, your 
wisdom and justice will necessarily distinguish the charges 
incurred for the purpose of assembling an effective army in 
the field, from those actually belonging to the operations of 
your firmies iu Mysore, and to the siege of Seringapatam. 

From the moment that Tippoo’s negotiations had trans- 
pired, it became an indispensable duty to place the Carnatic 
in a posture of complete defence. The experience of former 
wars with Mysore, the nature of the frontier of the Carnatic, 
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exposcil in various points by its almost iiimimerable passes to 
the incursion of the enemy, the actual state of affairs in India 
and in Europe, all concurred to convince me, that the only 
rational system of defence against Tippoo Sultaun was to 
.assemble your armies on the coasts of Coromandel and Ma- 
labar, in such force, in such a state of equipment, and in 
such a position, as should excite in the mind of the Sultaun 
a just alarm for the safety of his capital ; no otiier plan M’as 
calculated to secure the Carnatic against the ravages of his 
numerous cavalry ; because no other plan would have com- 
pelled him to concentrate his forces within his own territories, 
for the defence of the vital point of his empire. His capital 
was not only the object of his pride, but the centre of his 
power; it was his strongest fortification, the principal gra- 
nary of his army, his only arsenal, the repository of his trea- 
sure, and the prison of the legitimate claimant of his throne, 
as well as of the families of all liis great chieftains ; whose 
obedience be secured, by retaining tlie objects of their reve- 
rence and affection within the w^alls of the fortress of Seriiiix- 
apatam. On the preservation of that fortress, therefore, 
depended the fate of his kingdom, and (although I did not 
neglect ari}^ prac^ticable precaution against a contrary course 
of events) my jiulguient was always decidinl, that he would 
never abandon the defence of Seringapatam, but with his life. 

The success of the plan (founded on this opinion) fully 
answered its primary purpose ; since no ])art of the Sultaiin's 
force ventured to enter the Company’s poss(»ssioMs in the 
Carnatic during the late hostilities. It also fully answered 
tlie secondary purpose of enabling your armies (when our 
pacific negotiations had fiiiled) to act offensively wdtli promp- 
titude, vigour, and effect. 

Neither tlie expense of the magazines of grain and other 
stores^ on either coast, nor of the battering train, with its 
equipment of cattle, ought tlierefore to be charged to the 
account of the war ; for every expense incurred previous to 
the 3rd of February 1799 (the day on wliidi Lieutenant- 
General Harris received orders to march) must, and would 
have been incurred, if no war had taken place ; and ought to 
be charged to the account of the indispensable defence of 
your possessions, according to the only plan, which could 
] provide effectually for that object. 
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The expenses of moving the battering train to Seringapa- 
tarn, as well as of maii^^^iiiung the army in Mysore, cannot 
have much exceeded tlie cimrges which must have been con- 
tinued if the whole had remained within your frontier ; and 
when it is considered that, if tire army, wdth the battering, 
train, had not moved to Seringapatam, the expensive, but 
necessary, system of defence already explained, must have 
been protracted until all dangers from Tippoo Sultaun’s con- 
nection with the French should have been averted your 
honourable Court will probably sanction my decided opinion, 
that the rapid movement of the British forces towards tlie 
scene of their certain triumph, was not only the most effec- 
tual, but the most economical measure which could have been 
adopted, to frustrate the views of the enemy, and to secure 
the tranquillity of your possessions. 

For, on the one hand, no prospect appearcid of any prac- 
ticable reduction in the expense of a defensive system, during 
the continuance of the war between Great Britain and France; 
while every hour of delay in the movement of our army 
afforded to Tippoo Sultaun the means of increasing his 
strength, of receiving succours from the French, and con.se- 
quently of aggravating to the Company, both the expense 
and hazard of the impeiuling contest. 

On tlie other hand, the state of our army, the arrange- 
ments which had be(m made for its equipment and supply in 
every department, and the period of the season, left no doubt 
that the great object of the vrar would bo attained in one 
shoi’t campaign. Nor did this calculation prove to have been 
in any degree sanguiiio ; for although an alarm of a delieicncy 
of grain prevailed in the army before Sciringapatam on the 
16 th of April, it appeared soon after, upon an| accurate exa- 
mination, that at that time (exclusive of the immense depot 
established in the district of Coorga) a quantity of gfRin re- 
mained in camp suflicieiit to maintain the wliole of the fight- 
ing men of the army, at half allowance, until the i>()th of May; 
and on the Idth ol that month, Major-General Floyd returned 
to Seringapatam with the large supplies, which had been 
forwar<led from the Carnatic, under the care of Lieutenant- 

I 

llu‘ war between England and Franee lasted lor fitteen years, after 
the fall nf Srrinoapatain.— AV/. 
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Colonels lle^ad and Brown. It may also be useful to remark 
in this place, that if any accident had protracted the opera^ 
tions of the siege beyond the 4'th of May, ample time would 
still have remained for the reduction of the place previous to 
.the rising of the Cauveri ; since the four eldest sons of Tippoo 
Sultaiin, with an escort of 1500 men, and a consideiviblc train 
of attendants, crossed that river on tlie 18th of June, on 
which day the water w^as nearly as low as on the day of the 
assault. 

Reviewing all these circumstances, your honourable Court 
will hereafter compare the expense incurred by the movement 
of tlie army to Seringapatam, with the probable charges of 
any other practicable plan of policy, or of military operation ; 
in any view of the subject it will probably appear, that the 
increase of your revenue and pecuniary resources obtained 
by the issue of the war, far overbalances the combined ex- 
pense of the preparations for your defence, and of the opera- 
tions of the late campaign. 

But in addition to this positive indemnification for your 
expenses, your hotiourable Court will also consider the aug- 
mentation of your commercial and military resources arising 
from the corupiest of Mysore. 

Hitherto, all traffic between your subjects or dependants, 
and those of the late Sultaun has been nearly prohibited, by 
the restraints to which his liatred of the British Nation, or 
his ignorance and prejudice had subjected tlie communication 
with your possessions. These restraints being removed, and 
every proper encouragement to commercial intercourse being 
substituted in their place, it may reasonably be expected that 
tlie neighbouring, and now' united countries of the ('arnatic 
and Mysore, will mutually consume a considerable portion of 
their respective productions and manufactures ; and tliat even 
a jiroportion of British commodities w' ill soon find a market in 
Mysore. . My information with regard to the articles produced, 
manufactured, or consumed, in the countries acquired by the 
Company, and by the Rajah of Mysore, is at present too 
imperfect to enable me to form any accurate calculation of the 
imports from the coast of Malabar to Europe ; but it appears 
probable, that your investment in the article of pepper, may 
soon be augmented to any extent, which you may deem ad- 
visal?le. 
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H our military resources may be considered to have received 
a great augmentation, not only from the additional supplies 
of grain, provisions and cattle, which your connection with 
Mysore places at your disposal, but from the new channels, 
which it opens for recruiting the native force, both of the 
Presidencies of Fort St. George and Bombay ; under this 
head may also be considered the superiority of the climate 
of Mysore, to any in this quarter of India, and the means 
which it affords of preserving the health and consequent 
efficiency of luiropean troops. 

Highly as I estimate these immediate and direct advantages 
of revenue, and of commercial and military resources, I con- 
sider the recent settlement of Mysore to be equally important 
to your interests, in its tendency to increase your political 
consideratioxi and influence among the native powers of India, 
together with your means of maintaining internal tranquillity 
and order among your subjects and dependants, and of de- 
fending your possessions against any enemy, either Asiatic, 
or .European. 

These are principles of substantial and durable security, 
the operation of which must be felt throughout every part of 
your possessions, and in every branch of your affairs both in 
India and Europe. 

The balance which it was the policy of the treaty of Ser- 
ingapatam in 179f3, to cstablisli between tlie native powers of 
India, was soon deranged by the course of events ; our influ- 
ence in the geiu?ral scale proved insufficient, not only to 
maintain ])eace between our allies, but to< check either the 
rapid decline of their respective resources and strength, or 
the growing ascendancy of tlie French faction at Hyderabad, 
or the systematic inachinatioiis of Tippoo Sultaun. lixperi- 
ence lias manifested that the power preserved to that infatu- 
ated and restless Prince, must always have been thrown into 
the scale opposed to our interests, and that in ng possible 
combination or conflict of the views of the courts of Poonah, 
and Hyderabad, could the interposition or neutrality of Tippoo 
Sultaun become favourable to our security. If he menaced 
war, or sought alliance with either, or with both those states, 
his uniform object was our disturbance. If he remained neuter 
either in their dissentions or union, it was in order to preserve 
his own strength unimpaired and unembarassed for that con- 
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test with ours, which formed the favourite scope of all his 
views. In no case, has his power been brought into action, 
or remained at rest, without a hostile design, and an injurious 
effect upon our influence and consideration. The balance is 
now in our own hands, we now possess the irresistible power 
either of concentrating the most efficient part of the resources 
of Mysore in one mass, for our single defence against any 
possible combination ; or of throwing tlic same weight into 
that scale, which shall appear to require sucli an aid for the 
preservation of the general tranquillity, on the solid basis of 
moderation and justice. 

If the Nizam or the Malirattas, notwithstanding their real 
interest in maintaining the new order of things, should har- 
bour a disposition to disturb it, our means of defence, as well 
as of oftence with regard to both those states, are become so 
powerful, as well from the advancement and strength of our 
frontier, as from the otlier relative considerations already 
stated in this despatch, that the internal union of all the 
divided feudatory (diiefs of the Mahratta Empire, or even a 
confederacy between the Peishwa and tlic Nizam, could no 
longer be fornnda])le to your possessions ; and your honour- 
able Court is apprize<l, tliat the first of these events is highly 
improbable, and the latter nearly impossihlc — on the other 
hand, it IkS evident that, having anniiiilated tlio power of 
Tippoo, no injury can result to us from the interminable 
feuds of the Mahratta linipire, or from the mutual je.ilousy 
of the Peishwa and the Nizam. 

The connexion Jietwceii the Nizam and the French is 
entirely dissolved, under circumstances which, 1 trust, will 
render its renewal imj)racticablc, at least, for many years. 

It is certainly true, that an alliance between tlie Malirattas 
^ and the French, might prove highly injurious to tlie British 
j)Ower in India ; but it is well known, that w hatever may be 
the dis[)osit]on of the Mahrattas towards us, it would require 
a most violent exercise of injustice and oppression, on our 
part to dispose the suspicious and cautious councils of the 
Court of l^oonah, to favour the progress of a French force in 
India. 

But, although we have nothing to apprehend from the 
Nizam, or from the Malirattas, danger may still perhaps bo 
apprehended from an invasion of Oude by Zemaun Shah. I 

VOL. H. II 



^>8 TIIF KAltL Ol MOHNlNfiTON, TO 

am not disposed to undervalue this danger, but 1 am satisfied 
tliat it is less formidable now, than it has been at any former 
time. The loss of such an ally as Ti])poo Sultaun, must 
materially affect the hopes of Zeniaun Shah; and it is obvious, 
tluit Jilthoiigh he sliould persist in his threatened invasion, 
our means of repelling it are greatly increased ; since the 
army of Vovt St. George, in a case of exigency, might now 
co-operate against Zemaun Shah with that of Bengal. Even 
dnringthe late alarm of invasion from Zemaun Shah, (although 
war with Tippoo Sultaun was ajjprehended, and 3,000 native 
volunteers with a considerable force of artillery, had been 
detached to the coast ot' Coromandel) wc still were able to 
maintain an army of at least ^:i!0,000 men, on the frontier of 
Oude. 

The intrigues of Tippoo Sultaun among the Rajalis inha- 
biting the coast of Malabar, among tlie IV^ligars in the Car- 
natic, and among every other description of your disaffected or 
retractory subjects, were the sources of continual coinmution 
within your territories, while the vicinity of the hostile fron- 
tier of Mysore, offered refuge and impunity to every offcjider 
against your authority, and to every disturber of the ]>iil)Iic 
pea<?e. It may reasonably be ex])e<!ted, that tlie establish- 
ment of your inlliKuice in Mysore, will operate as a powerful 
check on the spirit of disorder in your own jH)Ssessions, and 
by removing the causes of internal weakness, will cnalde you 
to oppose every foreign attack with greater confidence and 
vigor. 

VVith regard to any danger from tlie designs of l^rance, 
it is evident that the jirobability of her making any effort to 
disturb the tran(iuillity of India, will ho greatly diminished 
from the moment that the intelligence of Tippoo Sultaun’s fiite 
shall reach iMirope. Perliaps it is not too sanguine a view^ of . 
our situation, to consider the annihilation of the only native 
ally of France in India, as the final ruin of all her ambitious 
and vindictive projc^cts against tliis great source of the wealtli 
and power of Great Britain. The aid and co-operation of 
some native State must always be indispensably necessary to 
any European force, in attempting a serious impression on 
your possessions in India ; without such aid, it seems impos- 
sil)le that any iMiropean army should be able to advance from 
the .>ea-ct->ast, or even to maintain itself wherev'er it might 
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land. If liowever, contrary to every reasonable expectation, 
France should still persist in her projects against the peace of 
India, she will have to contend unsu])port(id by the arms, and 
(what is of more importance) by the resources of any Indian 
.ally, with a British army, aniniatt*d by recent success, unem- 
barrassed either by any native enemy in Mysore, or by any 
French faction at Hyderabad, and free to act on any point 
which France might venture to assail. 

Such appear to me to be the consequences of the late 
settlement, as they relate more immediately to the interests 
of the Honourable Company; but it will be proper to consider 
tlieni also as they affect our allies. 

Although the advantages offered to the Ihnshwa by llie 
treaty of Mysore, may not be calculated to satisfy the rapaci- 
ous character of the Mahratta State, it is reasonable to sup- 
pose, tliat under all tlic circumstances of the case, they will 
be received as a distinguished testimony of our amicable 
disposition towards the Court of J\)onab ; and that tliey will 
tend to appease its cliaracteristic jealousy, if not to conciliate 
its cordial attacliment. 

The establishment of an Hindoo State in ?dysore, witli tlie 
restoration of the temples and endowments of that religion, 
must be grateful to the Government of Poonah, independently 
of the advantages arising from tlie snhstitiition of a ]>owrr of 
tlie same religion, and of pacific views, in the ])!ace of an 
odious Mahoinmedan usurpation, scarcely less lioslilc to the 
Mahratta than to the Britisli nation. 

With regard to the Nizam, his ambition would also have been 
more gratified with an arrangement, whicli should have thrown 
into his hands a larger share of territory and power; and tlie 
distribution of the property captured at Seringajiatain, among 
tlie British troops and those of his Highness, disappointeil 
Ins private expectations of appropriating a large jiortion of 
tliat propej^'ty to his own use. The solid and permanent bene- 
fits liowever, whicli have resulted to liis I liglincss from the 
recent improvement of bis connection with the Company, and 
particularly from the new settlement of Mysore, are so obvious 
and considerable, that they may reasonably be expected to 
^overbalance any temporary disappointment of Ins avarice or 
ambition. The existence of his throne was saved by the des- 
truction of the French party at Hyderabad, in October, I79<S. 
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The formidable power of Tippoo Sultaun, which perpetually 
menaced his Highness’s possessions, and filled his Court and 
dominions w'ith intrigues and treason, has been annihilated, 
and a friendly and allied state established in Mysore. His 
Highness has received a large increase of territory, revenue, 
and power ; together with several important fortresses tending 
greatly to secure the tranquillity of his dominions. His ex- 
penses in the \var liave been inconsiiierablc ; and if a com- 
parison were to be instituted of the advantages accruing to 
him, and to the Company from the whole arrangement, those 
obtained by his Highness would probably be found to pre- 
ponderate ; for, the danger from which he has been delivered 
was even more imminent than that which menaced the Com- 
pany’s possessions ; and wdiile his expenses have borne no 
proportion to ours, he has attained equal benefits both of 
indemnification and security. The collateral benefits derivable 
by the C^ouipany from its connexion witli the Rajah of Mysore, 
will necessarily extend to the Nizam, and he scarcely less felt 
by him than by us, while he shall remain faithful to his alli- 
ance with the Company; and the advantages which his High- 
ness would receive from the proposed mcxliation of the Com- 
pany between him and the Mahratta empire, are highly 
estimated by all those who understand tlie interests of the 
Court of Hyderabad. If that mediation should fail, his 
Iligliness will receive an increase of territory hevond the 
amount of the pro})ortion acquired by the ("onipany, in the 
general partition ; 1 have tlie satisfaction to know, tliat al- 
tliough his Highness s extravagant expectaf?ioris have not been 
gratifi(*d to the full extent, his most a]>le and experienced 
coiinsellorja are fully sensible of the extensive and solid benefits 
acquired by his Highness, under the general operation of the 
late treaties. I am, tliercl'ore, persuaded, that his Higliness’s 
just sense of the permanent interests of his state, will cmnmand 
his cordial co-operation in the maintenance of the new set- 
tlement. 

The interests of the Rajah of Mysore, being identified 
with those of the Company, and the safety, prosperity, and 
honor of the Peishwa, and of the Nizam, being amply se- 
cured by the treaties of Ilyderahad and Mysore, and by the 
subsidiary treaty of Seringapataiii ; I entertain a confident 
expectation, that the recent settlement of the dominions of 
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Tippoo Snltaun will prove not less durable, than 1 trust, it 
will be found equitable in its fundainental principles, beneficial 
in its general operation, and conformable in every point of 
view, to the liberal character of the English East India Com- 
pany, and to the just and moderate policy prescribed by 
parliament, for the Government of the British empire in the 
East. 

J am, &c. 

Moknington. 
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Thr Right Hon. Hcnrij Dundas to thr Earl of Mornington. 

Wimbledon, 18tb March, 

My OKAR Lord, Rcccive<l at Fort William, 5th August, 1799, 

The financial state of our aftiiirs in India, and the avrangc- 
ment of them in future, will be the subject of official corres- 
pondence from the Court of Directors, by some early convey- 
ance ; but the present situation of the finances and commerce 
of India have suggested to my mind many important consi- 
derations, w hich I would think it wrong to withhold from you 
in the form of a private communication, as the ojiinions 1 shall 
lay before you may probably operate upon your conduct 
prtwious to the [leriod when the same opinions may reach you 
in the more tedious form of despatches through the medium 
of tlie Court of Directors. This mode of earlier ccwninuni- 
cation with you is the more necessary, as 1 am aware some of 
the opinions which 1 hold wdll be the cause of a diftereiice of 
opinion among the Direc’-tors, and must ultimately he settled 
by the authority of the Board of Control, a form of proceed- 
ing necessarily productive of delay. 

If there had been the prospect of the war coming to any 
speedy conclusion, 1 should not have been uneasy by the 
circumstance of a very considerable adtlition of the debt in 
In<lia, for the purpose of continuing a large investment from 
an Indian capital, because from the experience 1 have already 
had in extricating their affairs under very unpromising cir- 
cumstances, I should have felt perfectly satisfied that a few 
years after the return of peace, would have sufficed, speedily. 
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to wipe off the debt which the mixt exigencies of w^ar and 
commerce had created. This, however, has its bounds, for 
if the debt in India is allowed to increase so much as to be- 
come unwieldy and iinmanag(^able, we are cut off* from the 
means of extricating our affairs wdieii peace shall have re- 
turned. The loans, from being made in times of difficulty, 
are aceoni])Iished at an exorbitant rate of interest, and thereby 
exhaust the whole of the surplus revenues, which is to operate 
as the sinking fund for the redemption of the debt after the 
return of peace. It is the more necessary I should give a 
particular attention to these considerations, because it is very 
natural for the Court of Directors to turn their eyes chiefly 
to the statci of their aflairs in Lcadenliall-street, and both they 
and the Proprietors are flattered, by the vicw^ of sales at home, 
uiK'ommonly large, and a sw^dling balaiuie in their coffers at 
liomo ; while, at the same time, it is obvious to every person 
will) will take a comprehensive view of their affairs, that this 
flattering delusion, ])C‘nnitted to go on for a very few ye;u\s, 
w'oiild bring irretriovahle ruin upon the finances of India, and 
totally disable us from maiutaining there that pre-eminence 
of wealth and j>o\ver wdiich has proved so important to tlie 
general interests of the Brilisli Empire. 

V^iewing tins subji'ct in all its bearings, 1 am well aware of 
the iinpoiTaiice of keeping up the means of a large investment 
from India. 'J'his principle is imjiortant, not only from the 
encouragement it affords to the navigation and shipping of 
tlic kingdom ; from the addition it njake»s annually to tlie 
wealtli /ind capital of the country, and from its being a fruit- 
ful source of revenue ; but in addition to all these and similar 
considerations, I must add the necessity of such an invest- 
ment, as immediately connected with tlie prosperity of our 
Indian provinces. It Is to the hicrcased e .r ports Jr om IruUa * 
to Europe, that we are to attrihnte the itwrease oJ 'IniUaii 
jfrosperitf/, iudifstr/f, population,, and revenue ; and the manu- 
facturers of that country would he reduced to very deplorable 
circumstances if any severe check was to be given to the 
usual investment and exjiorts from India. These considera- 
tions necessarily lead to the conclusion of bringing home as 
large an investnumt as our means w ill enable us to do. I see 
no difficulty in accomplisliiug this, but it must he done by 
means oC resources which do not lead to ihe ruin of our 
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finances in India. The same circumstances which have led 
to put the w hole connnerce of the world into the hands of 
this country, do operate in a proportionable degree to extend 
beyond tlie example of all former times, the trade of the liast 
.India Company, and the j)roduce of their sales in Leadenhall- 
street. This ouglit to be encouraged by every means ; but 
the overflowing balance from thence arising after defraying 
their necessary burdens at home, ought to be employed in the 
purchase of bullion, to be consigned to India and China, for 
the ])iirchase of a large and profitable investment. The 
times, from the influx of wealth into this country, are highly 
favourable to such an operation, the beneficial effects of 
which are obvious in a variety of ways. Your Lordship 
states, and all the other settlements concur in the same statc- 
nieiit, that our Indian possessions are greatly distressed from 
tlie want of specie. Tlie measure I have mentioned eirectually 
removes that distress, and is likewise productive of another 
essential benefit. It is stated that the increase of the loans 
at so high a rate of interest, checks all private credit, and 
obstructs all other pecuniary transactions; but this incon- 
venience would not bo found, if the system I have alluded to, 
was carried into execution. 

It is w ith much satisfaction I observe in some of your Lord- 
shi])’s recent despatches, that you find yourself warranted by 
tlie opinions of some ot* the most intelligent xu'rsons upon the 
spot, that tlie cxyiort of iimriufaetures from this country may 
he considerably increased. This is certainly the most de- 
sirable of all resoflrees for the sujiply of a commercial invest- 
ment from India, and it ought to have no limits, ex(!ept what 
are prescribed by tlie powtn* of selling them in India or China, 

Another commercial resource, is what can be got in India 
upon the foundation of the remittance x>laii. This, I under- 
staiid,iias likewise received a check, in consecjuencc of the high 
x'ate of interest jxaid for the government loans in India ; but 
if these loans are stopjicd, and the cajiital of tJie debt itself 
considerably diminished each year by the remittance plan, an 
eifectural cure is administered to this inconvenience, and the 
commercial resources of the (company materially aided, with- 
out the necessity of extravagant loans for that purpose. 

These are tlie outlines of tlie system which, in my opinion, 
ought to be pursued (luring tlie reinaindcir of the war, and as 
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during its continuance our commerce will remain unbounded, 
and the wealth of the world continue to be collected here, no 
inconvenience whatever can arise from the export of bullion 
to India and China ; on the contrary, I understand it w^ould 
rather be in this point of view, materially convenient. The- 
result, tlierefore, of what I have stated, is that the investment 
ought not to be diminished, but kept up at its present stand- 
ard, and the resources for doing so are, — 1st, The surplus 
revenues in India, after defraying the expense of establish- 
ment and the interest of debt. This fund will increase in 
proportion as the debt is diminished by the pliin of remit- 
tance. 2iidly, IJy bills upon the East India Company to the 
amount of w hat can be got there, applicable to the reduction 
of the capital of the debt in India. 3rdly, An increased 
amount of the export of manufactures from this country, 
which generally upon an average, has been reckoned for some 
years past for India, exclusive of China, to amount to about 
five hundred tliousand pounds. And lastly, a remittance of 
bullion to whatever amount may be necessary, joined to the 
above mentioned resources, to keep up the usual investments 
from India. 

If this system is adopted, and invariably adhered to, we 
will be enabled, ^vithout any material inconvenience, to con- 
tinue the war so long as our inveterate (memy shall be dis- 
posed, or in a condition to carry on the contest. The many 
other collateral advantages resulting from such a system, and 
connected with the prosperity and safety of India, are so 
obvious, it is unnecessary to trouble yotir Lordship w'ith 
detailing them. 

Having stated all that appears to be necessary, so far as 
concerns the finances of India, and the commercial resources 
of the East India Compaii}'^, as connected with their finances, ■ 
I wish now to direct your Lordship’s attention to the ti-ade of 
India, in a more extended point of view. 

It is notorious tlurt at no period tlie capital or commercial 
powers of the East India Company have been able to embrace 
the whole, or near the whole of the wealth of India, exported 
from tlience l>y trade to Europe. This is placed beyond a 
doubt by a great sliare of the Indian trade now in the pos- 
session of neutral nations, a great part of which rests upon 
the capital and fortune of the servants of the East India 
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Company. Your Lordship will recollect that at the time I 
introduced the proposition for renewing the Charter of the 
East India Company, I endeavoured to remedy tliis obvious 
absurdity by obliging the East India C'ompany to allot a 
•certain proportion of tonnage to the purposes of private 
trade. They agreed to it with reluctance, and it is so ma- 
naged as to render the provision almost illusory. I need not 
enumerate to your I-iordship the causes which have rendered 
it of no avail. 'Lhey appear in the applications made to the 
Government of India by the resident trailers in India, find are 
recorded in the correspondence between the Board of Trade 
and Supreme Council in India, so that they must be perfectly 
familicar to your Lordship. In truth, there is no remedy for 
this evil but two — 1st, Alluring the trade of India to resort to 
the port of London, by diminishing the expenses of doing so. 
The 2nd is, By authorising the Government of India to 
license the appropriation of India-huilt shipping to the par- 
poac of bringing home that Indian trade^ 'which the means 
and capital of the East India Company is unable to bring 
home^ The first of those ways will, I trust, be effectuated 
by the Bill which Mr. Pitt lias agreed to introduce for the 
reduction of the duties upon imports from India, and tlie 
second must be accomplislicd by giving to the Government 
in India that autliority to license India-built slopping, to 
which I have already alluded. 

This last measure will, I take it for granted, undergo much 
discussion before it can be carried into execution, but it must 
be carried. The Vliolc weight of the shipping iuierpst will 
be opposed to sucli a proposition, under a most false and 
erroneous idea that it is prejudicial to their interests. No- 
thing bnt ignorance of tlie subject could lead them to enter- 
tain such an idea. They made an attempt to accomplish it 
by inffiiming the interests of the ship carpenters in the river 
Thames, at the time of the general mutiny in the navy. It 
was an unhandsome proceeding upon their part, and was 
resisted by me in a letter I then addressed to the principal 
ship builders in the river. I do not know whether they did 
not choose to answer it, or whether they found it to be unan- 
swerable ; but I never received any reply to it. I have often 
thought upon the subject since, and the more I have thought 
upon it, the more I am convinced of the truth of every propu- 
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sition which that letter contains ; I send you a copy of it,**^ 
and you may rest assured, that no exertion shall be wanting 
on my part speedily to introduce into practice the system 
detailed in tliat letter. 

It has not reached me in any authentic form, but I am 
credibly informed that your Lordship, upon the application 
of the resident traders in India, has authorized a number of 
India-built sliips to be taken up, for the purpose of bringing 
borne the surplus trade of India. I hope the information is 
true, both because it is a measure of much wisdom, and be-* 
cause it will bring the point directly to issue, and you need 
not be under any apprehension as to the result of it. 

Although, from the influence I have stated, there may be a 
contest in the Court of Directors with regard to the subject 
last mentioned, I do not believe there will be any material 
objection offered against any of the other measures I have 
had occasion to treat of in this letter ; indeed, one leading 
principle has already been acted upon to a considerable extent, 
for the Court of Directors have already sent out to India, 
bullion to the amount of £730, 220^ and tlujy have it in con- 
templation to send more. In short, I make no doubt of their 
being induced to send out what is requisite for the accorn- 
jdishment of the conmercial plan, I have detailed in tlie course 
of this letter. 

I liavc nothing further to trouble you with at present. It 
is only necessary for me to remind yon, that although the 
opinions I have laid helbrc you, rest for tlie present merely 
upon the footing oFa private unolHcial comhiuiiication, 1 trust 
they, or the substance of them, will speedily be conveyed to 
you in due official form. 

I remain, my dear Lord, 

Your’s very faithfully, 

Henky Dun das. 


* Sec Appendix. 
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No. XXVIII. 


The Right Hon, Henry Dundas, to the Earl of Mornington. 


Mv DEAR Lord, 


Whitehall, 21 at March, \799. 
[Received at Fort William, 5tli August, 1/29.] 


By this conveyance I have troubled your Lordship witli a 
despatch* on the general system of alliance, which we ought 
to pursue with a view to the security of our Indian posses- 
sions, and likewise wdth a despatch on the subject of our 
Indian finance and commerce.^ In the present letter, I wisli 
to bring under your view a few observations on the interior 
administration of our difterent settlements. 

On the subject of Bengal, I have much satisfiiction in feel- 
ing that I have occasion to say very little. The wise system 
adopted during Lord Cornwallis’s administration, and to 
which I make no doubt 5’ou will adliere, leaves me no reason 
to apprehend any real danger to the wealtli and resources of 
the valual)Ie provinces under your immediate administration. 

I think, for the last two years 1 have observed, that the 
arrears of land revenue w-ere somewhat larger than they 
iis(?d to bo; I trust this has beenowing to some accident, and 
not to any defect in the system of permanent security given 
to the landowmers of India. Among the many other impor- 
tant benefits expected to arise from that beneficent plan, a 
prominent one w as tlie regularity in payment of the stipulated 
jnmma, and nothing has ever occurred to me, or been stated 
to me whiclf'liad a tendency to lessen the prospect of that 
benefit' resulting from it. I could not however, refri\in from 
bringing the circumstance to which I have referred, immedi- 
ately under your view'. 

As we have limited the extent of land revenue in India, by 
tlic m(‘asiire of a permanent settlement, it has sometimes oc- 
(mrretf to me to reflect, tliat the principles w'Jjich led to the 
adoption of tl 1 a f system, naturally opened a prospect of other 
S{)urces of revenue, in so far as it entitled ii.s to expect an 
increase of the w^ealtli, industry and j)opulation of the country. 
li\ c*ry circumstaiicc which has since liappened, lias led to the 
conviction that these effects have been produced by it. The 
cncreasing produce of the revenue on salt, opium and spirit- 


^ Vol. 1. p. (J08. t 8c‘c p. :i0l. 
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Oils liquors, all tend to corroborate this observation. I wish 
therefore to direct your attention to consider, and report to 
me, how far in your opinion, there is, either in the articles I 
have mentioned, or in any others of a similar nature, any 
prospect of raising more revenue on articles of general 
consumption among the natives of India. Tliis can never be 
attempted but with a perfect consideration to tlieir happiness 
and content ; and I am likewise aware that a people wliose 
wants are very limited and simple, do not present to their 
Government tlie same various objects of taxation, wdiich exist 
in other countries differently circumstanced. It appears 
however, to be a point wortliy your consideration, if possible, 
at all times to insure a revenue in India, equal to all tlie 
exigencies, not only of our expensive establishments, but for 
the payment of a tribute to this country, through the medium 
of a beneficial and eucreasing commerce. 

The circumstance connected with the Government of Ben- 
gal, to which one can look with the least confidence is the 
situation of Oude. I trust the late arrangements made by 
Lord Teignrnouth, may enable your Lordship to give further 
improvement to this essential part of our system. I have 
nothing very minute to suggest ; all I liave to say, is compre- 
liendcHl under two general lieads. The first is, a just and j)ure 
administration by the Vizier of his own country, in which is 
coinprehend(Mj an accurate collection of his real revenues, and 
an economical expenditure of them. The second is, that he 
could he induced to keep up an oflicient military establish- 
ment for the security of his own, and ofir frontier. This 
object never can be accomplislicd, but by dispersing his use- 
less rabble, and forming an army to be kept up and disciplined 
under our immediate superintendanco. 

Respecting the affairs of the Coromaiulel coast, I had so * 
full a communication with you before your departure, it is not 
necessary to add much more at present. I think for somt; 
time past the interior administration of affairs there, have 
considerably improved. Tlieir revenues arc encreasing, their 
estimates are made with more accuracy, and their accounts 
arc kept much more regularly than they used to be; and I 
have a perfect reliance on the assiduity, talents and integrity 
of Lord Clive, that the improvement will be progressive. 
Our chief difficulties in the administration of the Carnatic, 
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are, first — the anomalous connection in which we stand with 
the Nabob of Arcot. Secondly, a similar inconvenience 
attending the Government of Tanjore. Thirdly, the insubor- 
dination and distractions so frequently prevalent in the north- 
.ern Circars. 

The double Government existing in the Carnatic has long 
been felt as a serious cidamity to that country. It enfeebles 
the natural resources of the country, and above all, tends to 
continue that system of intrigue and consequent corruption 
which has been imputed to the Madras Government so much 
more than to our other settlements. It is singular to remark, 
that the country of Oude is the other part of India, where 
the purity of the Company’s servants has been most suspected, 
and that the same circumstance of a double government has 
always been assigned as the cause. Consistently witli our 
treaties with the Nabob of Arcot, we cannot at present ma- 
terially meliorate liis government, but must wait favourable 
opportunities, and embrace such means of conciliation and 
attention to liirn, as are most likely to accomplish this desirable 
object. We must lay our account witli being at all times ob- 
structed in our views, by tliat corruption and intrigue to which I 
have referred. N othing will counteract it but a pure and steady 
government, acting instantaneously against any of the Com- 
pany’s servants, wlio may be detected in those practices, 
liord Hobart's administration was charaett^rizt'd liy a v(n*y 
laudable sjnrit in this respect, and you cannot doubt, tliat the 
same purity and spirit will actuate the conduct of Lord Clive, 
who will have thti additional advantage of the newjy-t^sta- 
blished judicature to aid him in the punishment of those 
ofienders. I have always thoiiglit however much it lias been 
the fasliion to clamour against it, that the Supreme Judicature 
at Calcutta, lias had very beneficial cdlects in preserving the 
purity 'of the servants under that presidemiy. 

The affairs of J’anjore are more simple in their nature, and 
less complicated in tlieir administration. It is exposed in a 
certain degree, to the same inconveniences Mdiicli have been 
injurious to the governnient of the Carnatic ; but from tlie 
recent transactions which have taken place there, and from 
the feelings of gratitude which appear to operate on the mind 
of the llajah, I flatter myself he will be inclined more and 
more, to listen to the admonilioiKs uf our government, to whose 
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power and justice he is indebted for his situation. If those? 
sentiments regulate liis conduct, our part is simple and easy; 
we have nothing to «a.sk of liim, but a pure and virtuous ad- 
ministration of the affairs of his country, tlie etfects of which 
will be equally felt by him and ns, in the respective interests, 
wo have in the prosperity of Tanjorc. 

The northern (Sircars have certainly never produced to us 
those advantages which the extent of the country, and tlie 
fertility of tlio soil in many parts, entitle us to expect. 1 
know not to wdiat cause to attribute it, but the inhabitants of 
some of its higher parts seem to be in a state of very uncivi- 
lized society, and this can only be gradually removed by a 
steady, just and vigorous government. We must not too 
rapidly apply to that part of our possessions the same prin- 
ciples of government, which have been wisely applied to the 
more civilized Provinces of Bengal, 1 believe the same obser- 
vations may to a considerable degree be made, with regard to 
some parts of the Circars, that I shall immediately bring under 
your view, witli regard to the Malabar Provinces. 

From the situation of the countries in our possession, on 
the Coast of Malabar, they are calculated to he either a great 
security, or a great aunoyaiice to our power in India; and 
w'hctlier they shall be one or the other, de))ends much on the 
manner in wliich they are managed. 

1 rc?main, iny dear Lord, 

Your’s most faithfully, 
Henry Dunoas. 

No. XXLX. 

Ilia Earl of Mormnirton, to the Ifonourabla Jonathan Jhincan, 

Sir, Fort Gcori-e, 5th August, 

The annual menace of Zemaun Sludi’s invasion of Hiiidos- 
tan having recently been renewed, I think it necessary to take 
immediate measures, with a view to impose an effectual check 
upon the designs of that Prince. Although the zeal and 
ability which iVEehdi Alii Khan has shewn in conducting the 
negotiations committed to his charge merit commendation, 
yet he has manifested so much indiscretion throughout his 
conduct, that I cannot think liim a proper person to be en- 
trustecl willi the sole management of measures of so imporlaiil 
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and delicate a nature, as those which I have it in contemj>lation 
to adopt at present at tlie Court of Persia, or eventually at 
that of CabuL At the same time, 1 am far from wisliing to 
subject JMehdi AUi Khan to any disgrace, or even to with- 
hold from him a suitable reward for the services he has ren- 
dered ; but I think it necessary to apprize you, tliat with a 
view to the object before adverted to, I have determined to 
send a gentleman on an embassy to Baba Khan, and eventually 
to ZemauM Shah. Alehdi Alii Khan’s local knowledge and 
address may render him useful, and, therefore, 1 think it 
advisable tliat he should be directed to consider himself 
under the orders of the gentleman who may be deputed. 
The gentleman whom I have selected for this duty, is Cap.- 
tain John Malcolm, Assistant to the llesident at Hyderabad, 
in whose abilities, knowledge, activity and integrity I repose 
the xitmost conlideiice. lie will be directed to receive a con- 
siderable part of his instructions from you, and will make all 
his ecpiipments at Bombay, whither he will proceed in the 
course of a few days. 

As I expect the best eftects from the mere promidgation of 
tills measure, I have resolved to make the embassy (juite 
public. tlie whole of this svd)ject, it is my intention to 

write to you more particulai ly hereafter, 

1 am, &c. 

MoaNINGTON. 


No. XXX. 

Sptmerr Smithy IC.s'f/. to thr Earl of Morninvi'ton. 

My IjOKD, Coa.slaiUinoplo, liltli Alienist, 

I am too much flattered by your Lordship’s rc^ception of 
my pasft correspondence, and assurances of reciprocity, not 
to endeavcpir to cultivate a commerce, of which the balance 
must be so vastly to my advantage*. It is not, however, easy 
for me to find a moment free from interruption for private 
scrilibling, in a climate which has rendered me a valetudina- 
rian, and at a post where I have more than enough to do 
was 1 in health; your Lordship will therefore appreciate the 
goodness of my intentions accordingly. 

M hat I have done in point of political cooperation, is suHi- 
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ciently stated in my correspondence with the Presidency of 
Bombay for me to pass that topic over here ; as indeed I may 
such articles of public intelligence as enter into my letters to 
Mr, Manesty, which of course reach you by ricoclwt, 

I have just received most interesting letters of about a 
niontli old from Sir William Hamilton and Lord Nelson, who, 
with the King of the two Sicilies (as he is become again) and 
Mr. Acton, were all together on board the Fomlroyant in the 
Bay of Naples, settling the new government. 

The Admiral arrivecl there most fortunately in time to annul 
a disgraceful treaty on foot between the enemy and Cardinal 
Ruffb, and to save the King’s honour by rejecting with dis- 
dain any terms but unconditional submission wTthin a very 
limited number of hours on the part of rebels. So that while 
the French in tlie castle of St. Elmo were enticeil by a decent 
capitulation (which 1 forward to Bussora) the rebels in the 
castles Nnoi^o and delT Uoro came out without any honours; 
the principals were seized, and eonducted on board the ships 
of the squadron, and their accomplices confined in fourteen 
transports under our guns. And tluis Jo/ni BkU lights al- 
most alone on one element for the common cause, and reco- 
vers kingdoms for sovereigns, w Ih) by following half measures 
liave been kicked out of them by a set of tliieves. 

An express was just arrived (on 35th past) at Naples from 
Tuscany, Mr. Wyndham was returned to I’lorimce, and that 
once happy country was again free from French tyranny, as 
well as liiicca. M. Sowvarof, after boating Messieurs 
Macdonald, Moreau, and Co., on the ITtli, 18tb, iJlth and 
30th, was advancing to Genoa. Mantua surrendered on or 
about the; 25th, The Arch Duke Charles was at Zurich, 
M'Jth liis /r/i coininnnieating with the Field Marsliafs rig/il 
over the Al])s, wliose summit between Bernard and Golhord 
was occupied bj a central army under General Bellegarde, 
aiming at turning Massena by the VakuH, and Mont Blanc. 

So nuich for In the Mediterranean, liord St. 

V^iricent, laying with a single ship of the line at Gibraltar, has 
had tlie mortification of seeing the coinlmied fleets, (>1 sail 
of the line, pass him to the w'estward on the 9th past, and 
only able to precede them by a privateer 21 hours to Portu- 
gal, and by another privateer who met Lord Keith with o5 
sail olflvica on the 1 4th, who immediately set out after them. 
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My brother, after the siege of Acre, and revictualling at 
Cyprus, returned to the coast of Egypt on the 18th of July, 
just in time to throw himself into the castle of Ahoukir^ which 
the Turks had stormed on the Kith, where he was preparing 
for a second edition (but rather more offensive) of his hercu- 
lean labours in Syria. 

’’riie siege of Acre forms such an opocha in the annals of 
tlicsc times, that I regret my want of leisure to keep pace 
with events, and give tJiat heroic achievement a more distinct 
])lace in my historical correspondence, far independent of my 
fraternal feelings upon that point. No one as a minister and 
a man can better judge of its salutary influence in the com- 
inon cause. Had Acre fallen, Constantinople would have 
tottered ; Vienna fedt the shock, and Europe, as Buonaparte 
himself elegantly expresses it, prix par lea reins'' 

1 have the honour to be. 

My dear Lord, 

your faithful Servant, 

Spencer Smith. 


No. XXXI. 

VV/r F.nrl of IMormnsyton to the Hononrahle Court ff Directors 
lloNODRABLE SiRS, Fort St. (ieorge, Srpt. M, \7U9. 

Since the date of my last separate letter to your llonoiir* 
a])le Court of the 3d of August,^ few occurrences have hap- 
[X'lied of sufficient importance to be comnuinicated by the 
present despatch. But as a considerable )>art of the army 
still remains in Mysore, and as some detachments of it have 
l)een ac4^ively employed, notwithstanding the happy termina- 
tion of the war, it may not he unacceptable to you that I , 
•'should review^ tlie cause and nature of the operations in which 
the army has been engaged since the date of my last letter. 

It might have been expected that, in the complete settle- 
ment of My sort;, some difficulties would arise from the at- 
tempts of the various Poligars and others wlio liatl been 
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dispossessed by Ilydcr AH Khan and Tippoo Snltaim. The 
early settlement of the country, however, lias not been mate- 
rially delayed by any resistance of this nature. It has, hoM^- 
ever, been somewhat impeded l)y the endeavours of a few of 
the commandants of the principfil fortresses to obtain an un- 
reasonable price for their submission, and of others to favour 
(by a demonstration of an intention to resist) their retrofit 
with the plunder which they had found means to collect. It 
is to be imputed to one of these causes that the Fort of Gur- 
rumcondah did not surrender to the British detachment by 
which it was surrounded on behalf of the Nizam, until it had 
been seriously threatened; and that Lieut.-Colonel Bowser 
was actually obliged to brcfich one of the lower walls of the 
fortress of Gooty before his Highness’ garrison was admitted. 
The refusal of the Kellailar of fJemaulabad (the only place <»f 
considerable strength in Canara) to submit to the Britisli 
Government is to be imputed to a similar cause ; but tluil 
place will certainly he reduced as soon as the state of the 
season in Canara will admit of the marcli of a suHiciont force 
against it ; an event which may he expected to luivc taken 
place within tlie course of the montli of August, 

The only impediment of any importance to the speedy and 
quiet settlement of the whole of the country assigned to the 
llajali of Mysore by the partition treaty, has proceeded from 
some disturbancf^s which have arisem in the province of Bed- 
iiore, blit which are now happily ijuelled. 

A partizan of tlie name of Dhooiulia, originally in the ser- 
vice of the Patan State of Savaiiorc (©r Slianoor) liaving 
cominitteil various iltqircdatioiis on the territories of Tippoo 
Sultaun, had incurred tlie resentment of tliat Prince, Ti})])00 
Sultaun having contrived to secure the person of Dhoondia, 
compelled him to conform to the Mahoimnedan faith, and 
afterwards empjnyod him in military service; but, eitlier de- 
tecting him in some treacherous projects, or suspecting his 
fidelity, the Sultaun confined him in irons at Seringapatam 
some time previous to the commencement of the late war. 
From this situation he was released, together witli several 
other prisoners, by tlie inconsiderate humanity of the Britisli 
troops on the 4 tli of May. He immediately fled from Serin- 
gapatam, and being joined by a few of the Sillahdar cavalry ol‘ 
Tippoo Snltauifs disbanded army, took the dirc<*tion of Bed- 
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norc, in his way to wJiich province his force received some 
augmentation, some of the principal Asophs and Killadars in 
Bednore betrayed their trusts to him ; and in this manner 
many of the principal places of the district had fallen into liis 
hands before it was in the ])o\ver of Lient.-General Harris to 
detach from the army a snlficient force to act against him. 
In the mean while Dhoondia, had laid the rich country of 
Bednore under severe contril)ntions, which lie exacted with 
the most unrelenting cruelty, perpetrating throughout the 
province the most atrocious acts of rapirui and murder. 

At length a light corps of cavalry and native infantry, 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel James Dalrymple 
of the Madras establishment, moved against Dhoondia from 
Chitteldroog on the 21st of July, and overtook a party of his 
banditti, consisting of about 250 horse and 400 infantry. 
The shocking cruelties which these plunderers had recently 
committed rendered it necessary to make a severe exam})lc ; 
it was, therefore, determined to refuse them (jiiarter, for the 
purpose of deterring otliers from similar enormities. 

Olioondia having crossed the Tnrigbiiddra, Muriybur, a 
fort on th(3 easbu-n bank of that river, was taken on the ilOth 
of July by a division of Colonel Dalrymple’s detaolimcnt. 

While Lieutenant-Colonel .Dalrymple attacked this banditti 
on one side, (xilonel Stevenson w’^as advancing into Bednore 
in another direction, at the head of a liglit force, composed 
also of native cavalry and infantry. On the Jlst of rluly 
Colonel Stevenson crossed tlic Tungbuddra, and advancing 
against Simoga, took that place by assault on the 8tli of 
August. On the same day the fort of I loornelly, situated on 
the western bank of tlie Tungbuddra, was taken in tlie same 
manner by tlio detachment under the command of Lieut.- 
(;oIoncl Dalrymple. 

Both dt^tachmeiits Jiaving now eflected the passage of the 
Tungbuddra, it was determined to make a combined attack 
ou the camp of Dhoondia, which occupied a strong position 
near tlie town and fort of Shikarpoor. Accordingly Liout.- 
Coloncl Dalrymple, on the 17th of August, chargiid Dlioon- 
dia*s cavalry, and drove them with considerable loss into a 
‘iver situated in their rear. Our infantry at the same time 
^ittacked the fort of Sliikarpoor, and carried it by assault; 
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Dlioondia escaped by means of a boat prepared for the 
occasion. 

Colonel Stevenson (tlie progress of whose detaclimcnt had 
been iinj)eded by ddficidt roads) now arrived and assumed, 
as senior officer, the command of the united detachment, s, 
and immediately pursued Dlioorulia so closely as to comptd 
him to take refuge in the Maliratta territory, within the 
limits of which Colonel Stevenson, on the 20th of August, 
saw him encamp with the remnant of his banditti, wliich it 
woidd have been easy for Colonel Stevenson to have taken 
or destroyed liad he l)een at liberty to pass beyond the boun- 
dary of the Mahratta dominion. But my particular orders 
having strictly ])roliibitcd any vi<)lation of the frontier of the 
Mahratta empire, Colonel Stevenson, with great judgment 
and dis(‘r(‘tion, halted liis army on tlw line of the boundary, 
and signilied to tlie Mahratta officer of the adjoining district 
that the respect of tlie British Government for the rights of 
the Mahratta State ])recluded the further jirogress of theiv 
army. 

As Dlioondia had, on several occasions, by acts of robbery 
and murder, rendered himself extremely obnoxious to the 
Mahrattas, there is no danger of theiv aflording him an 
asylum in opposition to the remonstrances of the British 
Government ; and 1 hav<‘ received accounts from Colonel 
Stevenson that Dlioondia l\int Ghoklah, a chief camimaviding 
a division of tin? IVishwa's army, had plundered Dhoondias 
camp within a lew Innirs after it had been ])it;clied within the 
territory of th<^ Malirattas, Jiad carried away all his eleplnints, 
camels, bullocks, and guns, and entirely deprivtal him of the 
means of future di^jiredation. The province of Bediiore will 
he completely delivered I’roin the banditti which had acted 
under Dhoondia’s command, for, although they coritinned to 
retain some jiosts in the country at the jieriod of his flight, 
those [Kxsts will certainly lie evacuated on the appnjach of 
the British troops. 

I think it my duty to rccpiest the parlicular attention of 
your Honourable ( -ourt to the judicious and spirited conduct 
dis])laycd during tlie late operations against Dlioondia, as well 
hy Colonel Stevenson ashy Idenlcnant-Colonel Dalrympic; 
and 1 am persuaded it M ill he satisfactory to your Honourable 
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(vourt to observe the grciit activity and tiiiergy which lias 
marked this movement of the troops within so short a period 
after their late brilliant successes, and in the midst of a sea- 
son of the year which has hitherto been supposed to render 
military operations impracticable. 

Lieutenant-General Harris* with the main body of the 
army, had advanced to the eastern bank of tlie Turigbiiddra 
to the support of the detachments under Colonel Stevenson 
iind Colonel l)alrym}>le. Judging, however, that it was no 
Kinger necessary after the dispersion of Dhooiulia’s followers, 
and after the flight of their leader, to detain the army in 
Mysore he immediately determined to form the subsidiai'y 
detachment for the permanent protection of‘ Mysore, and to 
recal the remainder of the forces into the Carnatic. Having 
made his arrangements for this purpose, and left the honour- 
ahle ta>lonel W ellesley in cominaiul of the troops which are 
to remain in Mysore, General Harris quitted the army on the 
^^oth of August at ITuonelly, and arrived here on the ijOth 
following. 1 am now occaipied with him in making the necc\s- 
sary arrangements for the general distribution of the troops 
into garrison and cantonments. 

I have availed myself of the opportunity of my residence 
:it this Presidency to enter into the consideration of various 
launches of its internal Government, and it is my intention, 
with the assistance of Lord Clive, to take early measures for 
the improvement of the administration of your affairs in this 
ijuarter. 

As I ^vas on the qioint of closing this despatcJi, accounts 
reached nu; from the army in Mysore, purporting that tin.' 
rortress of Bednore, and every other place of any consecpicncc 
in that province, were in the possession of the Chjinpaiiy's 
troops, and that tranquillity was every where established. 

' 1 have the honour to be, honourable Sirs, 

. with the greatest respect, 

your most obedient and faithful Servant, 

Mornington. 
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The End of Morn] ngion to Colonel Palmer, Hemlent at Poonah, 

SjR^ Fort VViJliiiin, JSopl. IfJtli, l/i)!). 

I received your letter of the J28th of August on my arrival 
yesterday at this Presidency. 

It would be useless to speculate on tlie proljable iiiotives 
which liave governed tlie conduct of the Peishwa in the 
course of the late negotiation- I shall content myself for the 
present with observing, that I have from the commencement 
of it entertained considerable doubts of Ins sincerity. 

I desire you will immediately inform the Peislnva and Nana 
Furnavese that 1 consid<n* all negotiation on the ])asis of the 
treaty of iMysore to he concluded; but that, altliough 1 deeply 
regret his Highness’s rejection of an arrangement, which had 
no other object than the improvement of the friendship and 
alliance subsisting between the three States, and whicli was 
at least as miieh calculated to ])romote the interests of tlic 
l\‘isliwa as tlioso of the Company and the Nizam, 1 do Jiol; 
feel any diminution of my amicable disposition toAvards his 
Highness. 

You will further ap|)rize the Court of Poonah that, con- 
formably to the stipulations of the treaty of Mysore, the 
Company’s (Joverjiment will proceed immediately, in concert 
%vitli his Highness the Nizam, to a division of the reserved 
territory, I rely with confidence that hi*s Higluiess will take 
effectual means to prevent any of the oilicers of his Govern- 
ment fj’om attempting to interrupt, in any degree, the execu- 
tion of this measure ; and that he will compel them to respect 
the rights of the Company and the Nizam in their recent 
acquisitions on the side of the Mahratta frontier, . with tlic 
same solicitude wliich the Company’s (loverninent invariably 
manifests to respect the rights of all its neighbours. 

You will also inform the Peishw^'i tliat, although lie has 
not thought proper to accede to the treaty of Mysore, 1 am 
not on that account l(?ss confident that he will perceive the 
necessity and propriety of causing all liis subjects, of every 
description, to abstain, witli the utmost cari', from trespassing 
ill any manner on the territories of the Rajali of Mysore. Tlu* 
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Pcishwa is already generally apprized of the union of inte- 
rests subsisting between the Company and that Rajah; but it 
may be ])roper to inform him further, that the Company are 
bound to defend the Rajah’s territories against all powers 
without exception. 

VVliile 1 wish you to continue to cultivate the best possible 
understanding with the Court of Poonah, I must desire you 
to refrain carefully from any interference in the disputes 
which are now likely to be revived between Rajee Rao and 
Dowlut Rao Sciiidiah. You are never either to invite or 
encourage any renewal of the late negotiation ; but to reply 
to every attempt of that nature, that your instructions permit 
you merely to transmit to me any propositions of that ten- 
dency which may be made to you. 

1 am, &c. &c. 

MoriNINOTON. 


No. xxxm. 

item: ml Order — PuhVic Departmeut* 

Tort Wllliaiii, l/th September, 1799 * 
The Governor-General has great satisfaction in resuming 
his scat ill Council at this presidency in recording his sense 
of tfie zealous co-operation which he experienced during his 
absence, from his Excellency tlie Honourable the Vice-pre- 
sident in council, in the prosecution of the late w^ar against 
1"ij)poo Siiltaun, and particularly in the prompt despatch of 
the extensive a.nd important supplies of money, grain, and 
other Articles wdiich were required from Bengal for tlie use 
of the army destined to act against Mysore. 


No. XXXIV. 

77ie Karl of Mornington to the Right Hon, Henrij Thiadas. 
iVlv UKAU Sir, H>rt WilJiam, 22ml September, \799, 

I embarked from Fort St. George on the 5th instant, and 
arrived here on the 14th following, after a pleasant and fa- 
voiu'idjle passage. 

At the time of my departure from Fort St. George the 
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state of c'lftairs in Mysore was perfectly satisfactory. Gene- 
ral Harris had arrived at the Presidency from the army to the 
charge of wliich Colonel Wellesley had succeeded. 

Soon after my arrival at this place 1 learned from Poonah 
the failure of the negotiation, which 1 had directed to be 
opened with the Peishwa on the basis of the partition Treaty 
of Mysore. It was broken off ostensibly upon the article re- 
specting the exclusion of foreigners from the service and do- 
minions of the Peishwa ; to this article the Peishwa would 
not assent, (excepting under limitations, wdiich w^ould have 
defeated my object in the stipulation. 1 am not satisfied that 
the ostensible was the real cause of the failure of tlie treaty ; 
1 suspect either that the Peishwa has been insincere through- 
out the negociation, or that Scindiah has contrived to influ- 
ence the Peishwa against the iricasure. In consetpieuce of 
this event 1 liave adopted immediate measures for dividing 
the reserved territory between the Com})any and tlie Nizam 
conformably to the stipulations of the 2nd separate article of 
the treaty of Mysore. 

Altliough this issue of the late negociation is unfavourabh? 
to my design of accpiiring such an influence at the Court of 
Poonah as should enable mo effectually to hold the balaruie 
between the ]\*isliwa and the Nizam, I apprehend no other 
serious dis«advantage from it. The Peishwa will probably re- 
gret the loss of a considerable territory which he might have 
acquired on terms, not only moderate and just, but highly 
beneficial to him ; and he will view witli jealousy the translcn* 
of tliat territory to the hands of the Company and of the Ni- 
zam. ’ Put however Jiis perverse temper may incline him to 
overlook tlie reason or justice of tlie question between us, 
the consciousness of his own weakness, and of our strength, 
affords us ample security agjiinst any rupture w’ith the State 
of Poonah on this occasion. I consider the same avgument 
to be equally applicable to the probable conduct of Dowlut 
llao Scindiiih. Before my departure for Fort St. George I 
liad placed the affairs of Tanjore in such a train as will lead, 
I trust, to a speedy and favourable settlement. I left in 
Lord Clive’s hands my plan of a new arrangement in the form 
of a treaty,^ which was to be iiuineduttcly proposed to the 

* JSrc Appendix. 
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Kiijah. The leading principle anti object of this treaty is to 
secure an ample j)rovision for t^ie Rajah, and to vest the go- 
veriiTiient of tlie country exclusively in the Company. 

1 ordered the preliminary steps towards the introduction 
of a system of judicature and definite settlement of revenue 
into the Company’s possesKsions on the coast, and into the 
ceded and conquered districts to be taken at Fort St. George; 
and I am now employed in forming the details of the plan 
vvhicli I hope to transmit to Fort St. George in the course of 
a few weeks. 

V^izier Ali having effected his escape to Jyiiagur, has been 
placed under ])ersonal restraint at iny tiesire, by the Rajah 
of that place, who, 1 hope, will soon deliver tlie assassin into 
iny hands. 

I have the satisfaction to inform you that 1 have received 
accounts which seem entitled to credit, that Zeinaiin Sliah 
lias been under the necessity of moving towards Herat for 
the purpose of defending his dominions against the revolt of 
his brotluM’ Mahomed Shah, and an invasion threatened from 
Persia. This danger the mission of Captain Malcolm to the 
court of Baba Khan, will, 1 trust, serve to confirm and aug- 
ment ; and in the lueanwliile I hope to be able to effect such 
a reform of the Nabob Vizier’s military ostablislimcnts as shall 
afford us a reasonable degree of security against any fpture 
attempts which may be made by the Shah to disturb the 
peace of India. 1 have already commenced my operations at 
Lucknow for this jmrposc with a fair prospect of success. 

Before I loft Madras the finances of tliat presidency had 
reac.heil a point of prosjicrity, unexampletl at tliat presidency 
since and 1 have now the satisfaction to inform you 

that the condition of the finances of Bengal, notwithslaiuling 
the heavy deniamls to which our resources have been sub- 
jected, • is daily improving. 

1 remain, my dear Sir, &c. &c. 

Mornington. 
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Mo/or-Oenmri Sir J. U, Craig to the Karl of Mornhigton, 

My Lord, Oawnpore, 26 th September, 

1 beg to offer to your Lordship iny compliments of cou- 
gratulatioii on your safe return to the Presidency. 

The services that liave been rendered to the national in- 
terests in these parts by the decided energy of your I^ord- 
sliip’s administration, are too conspicuous not to be acknow- 
ledged by all, while the benefits derived from tlieni are of too 
solid a nature not to inspire a general sense of gratitude in 
the })ublic mind, and the testimonies of their sentiments, 
which will no doubt be offered to your Lordship, have cer- 
tainly never stood upon a fiiirer foundation than upon this 
occasion. 

Amongst others, I find that it has not been uncustomary 
for the oilicers at the different stations in this country to 
oiler tlieir sentiments by a public address, and 1 see ))y the 
public papers that one of my colleagues in command has 
already stood forward in the present instance. I am igno- 
rant how far the example may have been followed by other 
stations ; but 1 think myself called on to request of your 
Lordship, that if the station under my command is appa- 
rently backward upon the occasion, your .Lordship will not 
attribute it to our not joining most cordially in tlio general 
sense of admiration and gratitude, or to our not feeling every 
inclination to manifest our respectful attention to your Lord- 
slii]), by means that we conceive to be proper in our situa- 
tion. 

The truth is, that I have liad so many occasions of very 
publicly expressing my deciiled opinion on this subject, (and 
that long before it would be foreseen that an occasioiv would 
so soon occur, which if any occasion can do so, would war- 
rant the practice,) that I imagine no one here will think it a 
proper step to propose it. My idea is, that military ad- 
dresses are highly improper in every point of view. If we 
assume the right of expressing our approbation of the con- 
duct of our superiors, we have at all times equally the power 
of marking our disapprobation at least by withholding any 
testimony of the former sentiment; and from thus passing 
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our juilgnievit oji the actions of those with whom the direc- 
tion of the af fairs of Government rests. I should think it not 
improbable, at last, that we might be brought to think that we 
could manage them better ourselves. 

But, exclusive of the impropriety and indecency of this 
assumption towards our suj)eriors, and not adverting to the 
danger to which I have alluded, and whicli must, at h^ast, be 
looked upon as possible 1 confess, my Lord, that being en- 
tirely a soldier of the old-school, I cannot but consider all 
deliberation in any public assembly of an army, as subversive 
of every idea of discipline and subordination. If I call toge- 
tlier the officers under my command, and submit a profiosi- 
tioii to their consideration, it is inconsistent with every notion 
of justice that they should not enjoy full liberty of discussion, 
and I should feel extremely mortified, and should consider 
myself as having voluntarily stepped into a situation highly 
unbecoming my station, and equally militating against my 
duty to the service were I to find myself involved in a i)oli- 
tical opposition with some of the unthinking, hot-headed 
boys ^vhich abound in every army. 

This opinion of mine, in relation to the propriety of officers 
as such, in a body, expressing their sentiments on public oc- 
casions, is very well known here, and it is supported by all 
the old and respectable officers, who view the subject pre- 
cisely in the same liglit that I do. It is indeed on their ac- 
count, my Lord, tliat 1 take the liberty of intruding the sub- 
ject on your Lordship. My own sentiments I trust your 
Lordship will do justice to, but I am anxious that your l^ird- 
ship should know that it is solely on grounds of wluit tlicy 
conceive to be their <luty, that the liigher ranks of the officers 
of the station under my command think themselves obliged 
to abstain from offering any public testimony of what they 
individually feel on the occasion, 

, 1 have the honour to be 

Your Lordship’s most faithful 

and obedient humble servant, 

d. II. Craig. 


[ For an aiii^wcr t*) this letter see ] 
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Earl of Moruln^ton to the Rfjf/it Honouraft/eLorff Clh*v. 

My Dear Loud, October 2, \709, 

Tlie latest iiitelligcnce from Mysore inilicates a disposition 
on the part of Piirseram Bhow to form a closer connexiou 
with tlic I^nglish authorities in that country than appears to 
be necessary for the inert* purpose of cultivating that degree 
of good understanding which it is cx])edicnt to maintain with 
all contiguous states. 

The general character, recent condition, and ;ictual situa- 
tion of Purseram Bhow, combined with the distracted situa- 
tion of the Mahratta Empire render it extremely probable 
that this ambitious chieftain slionld be desirous of strength- 
ening his jiolitical position b}^ obtaining the countenance and 
sup])ort of the British government unexpectedly establislied 
on the borders of his territory. 

Although I am not satisfied either with the particular con- 
duct of Bajee Row, or with the general system of Maliratta 
aflairs ; and altliough the course of events miglit render 
the active friendship of Purseram Bhow useful, our national 
character and policy, rctpiire that we should discourage any 
advances from feudatories of the Mahratta Empire of a na- 
ture hostile to the Peishwa’s authority. 

Your Loi’dships will perceive that this degree of reserve 
will not preclude such an intercourse between our officers, 
civil and military, in Mysore, and those of the bordering 
Mahratta States (wliether Purseram Bhow^ or any otlier) 
as may appear necessary to the maintenance of good under- 
standing, and useful in the adjustment of those diUcrcnccs 
which fre(|ueiitly arise upon the borders of contiguous states. 
In confining our correspondence w ith the officers of the se- 
veral Mahratta powers within these limits, my objeett is to 
avoid any step which might furnish a just ground of jealousy 
to the Peisluva, and at the same time to preserve such a 
degree of communication with his feudal chiefs on the bor- 
ders as may be occasionally improved to any extent which 
we may find expedient. 

Although the apparent disposition of the persons in authority 
ill tlu‘ Mahratta frontier at present aflbrds a reasonable hopi* 
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that they will not countenance any violation of the territories of 
the Company or of the Rajah of Mysore, it is ])roper to pro- 
vide against the contingency of a change of their disposition. 
With tliis view it is necessary that orders should be sent to 
tlie officer commanding in Mysore to repel any such violation 
of territory in the most prompt and decisive manner. Severe 
and instant chastisement ap])lied, in the first instance of any 
acts of aggression and plunder within the borders, or those 
of the Rajali, will liave the salutary effect of deterring the 
Mahrattas from the habitual indulgence of their predatory 
disposition. We must cautiously avoid all offence, and reli- 
giously respect the Maliratta frontier ; but if any party f)f 
Mahrattas should be found in arms acting within tlie limits 
which 1 have described they must be punished on the spot, 
without waiting for any reference to your Lordship or to 
me. 

I remain, my dear Lord, 

Yonrs, &c. 

Mokninoton. 


No. XXXVII. 

The Karl of Morninirton to Major-General Sir J. H. Cra\^\ 

SiK, Fort Williatii, Dth Ortobor, 

1 return you many thanks for your obliging letter of the 
25tli of fSeptember.^' 

Your seiitinierfts with regard to our late happy successes, 
your just view of the ])rinciples of military discipline, and the 
correct boundary wliich you liave drawn l)etween the indivi- 
dual feelings of the officers, and the collective duties of the 
army on the present occasion, aftbrd me the most sincere 
satisfaction. 

The natural desire of honourable distinction, and the sense 
of public character have disposed me to receive with gratitude 
and pleasun?, the testimonies of uninfluenced and unsolicited 
good-will, wliicli have been presented to me by the Rritisli 
inhjibitants of Madras and Bombay, and by the British and 
Native inliabitants of Calcutta. favourable sentiments 


* See page 1*2:3. 
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of the army bear an estimation in uiy opinion proportioned to 
my great respect for tliat bod)s hut I entirely concur with 
you in the danger of admitting any army in its military capa- 
city, to the exercise of any share of a deliberative voice in 
political aftairs. Military addresses, evgii on subjects imme- 
diately conuected with the interests of the army, are unne- 
cessary and irregular; the rules of tlie service having pre- 
scribed established channels through which the interests of 
the whole, or of any branch of the army may at all times be 
conveyed to the civil power, without injury to that freedom of 
judgment which, over the alTairs of tlie army is essential to 
the maintenance of public order. 

With these sentiments, it would be criminal in me, for my 
personal gratification, to countenance in my own instance a 
practice wdnch my own conscientious judgment condemns, as 
tending to produce insubordination in the army, and confusion 
in the State. 

It lias therefore given me particular pleasure to learn from 
the Commandcr-in-Chief, that he has prevented several com- 
plimentary address(‘s of ditfereiit stations of the army from 
reaching me ; and I luive already returned him my thanks 
for having anticipated my wishes on a subject of such delicacy 
and importance. 

My acknowledgments are equally due to your judicious 
conduct on the present occasion, and I have* the honour to 
assure you, that the continuance of your zealous and able 
exertions to restore and improve the discipline of that 
part of the army ])laced under your command, will always be 
tlie most acceptable pledge wliich you can oiler to me, of 
your jxnsoiial approbation and esteem. Your public conduct 
and that of the liighcr ranks of the officers at Caw^npore, as 
staled in your letter of the 2oth, i-endcr your individual sen- 
timents on the late transactions additionally valuable to me ; 
and I shall ahvays reflect w ith pride and satisfaction, that my 
endeavours in the discliargc of my duty towards my country, 
have been approved by persons who have manifested so just 
a discrimination of the genuine jirinciples, on which that duty 
is founded, f am liapj>y to learn from your authority, tlie 
beneficial elFects wliich have been produced in the vicinity of 
your station, by the ]vrosperoiis settlement of Mysore. 1 have 
every reason to believe, that the same effects have been ex- 
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tended to every part of India, in which the nature of onv 
cause, and the splendour of onr triuinph have been under- 
stood. You will be glad to hear, that I have been a])lc to 
garrison (loa with Uritish troops ; this arrangement took place 
on the()th of September ; and I trust it w ill effectually secure 
our new acquisitions against any possible disturbance either 
foreign or domestic. 

1 have, &c. 

Moknington. 


No. XXXVIII. 

The Enrl of Mormngton^ to the Secret Committee of the Honourahle Court 

of Directors. 

Honourahle Sths, Fort Williain, October 25th, 17^!^ 

i have great satisfaction in informing you, that in conse- 
fjuence of a negociation w'hich 1 had opened with tlie Govern- 
jrient of Goa, a detachment of British troops, consisting of 
about eleven hundred rank and file, (furnivshed by IL M’s. 75th 
77th, and 81th Jlegts.) under the command of Colonel Sir 
William Clarke, was admitted into tliat place on the 6th of 
September, with every demonstration on the part of His 
ICxc(dIency tlie Governor and Captain-General, of the most 
perfect cordiality and the most distinguislied attention. 

The importance of providing in the most effectual manner 
for tlic safety of Goa, was strongly im])ressed on my mind as 
early as the month of July, 1798, at which time I entered on 
the consideration v)f the measures which might eventually he 
adopted for that important pur])Ose. My anxhrty on tliis 
subject w’^as inen^ased considerably, by tbe sub.sc(|uent esta- 
blishment of tlie Frencli in Egypt. 'I’he (extensive prepara- 
tions however, wliich became indispensable in consequence of 
tliat cvtiit, combined with the hostile proceedings of I'ippoo 
8ultaun, would have precluded the possibility of my furnishing 
a force for the s])ccial protection of Goa, even if I had been 
certain of the dis})osition of the Portuguese Government to 
receive it. Under these circumstances, J detuned it useless 
to commence? any foiumil negociation on the subject; deter- 
mining however to make an attempt to place a British garri- 
son in Goa, on the first favourable occasion wdiich should 
uccur. 
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Immediately, after tlie fall of Seringapatam, I lost no time 
III adopting the measures necessary to the accomplishment of 
an object, rendered considerably more urgent by tlie disco- 
veries whicli followed the conquest of Mysore, and which are 
already before your Honourable Committee in the papers 
fountl at Seringapatam.*' 

I selected Mr. Chtlioff, (one of the Commissioners in Mala- 
bar,) for the office of Envoy to the Government of Goa, and 
his conduct, in the course of this important and delicate 
transaction will, I am persuaded, obtain the approbation of 
your honourable Committee. 

The question respecting the payment of the British troops, 
employed in defence of Goa, has been agreed to be referred 
to the respective Governments of Great Britain and Portugal, 
in Europe. In the meanwliilc, care will be taken to keep the 
accounts of the expenses of those troops, in a regular and 
separate form. 

I have in the same manner proposed to His Excellency tlie 
Governor of Goa, to submit to the decision of our respective 
Governments in Europe, certain claims whicli arc advanced 
by tlie Government of Goa, to a part of the territory of 
Canara, recently conquered hy our arms, and secured to us 
by the treaty of Mysore. 

The details of all these proceedings will be transmitted to 
your honourable Committee, by the Government cif Fort St. 
George. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

«' MoRNlNCiTON. 


No. XXXIX. 

The Earl of Mornington to the Uig'ht Jfoo, ffcnrif f)n?i(Jas, 

My dear Sir, f’ort William, 21tli 17‘)f). 

My despatch of this date to the Secret Committee will 
apprize you of the success which has attended the measures 
which I directed Mr. Duncan and Mr. Uhthotf to lake with 
a view to the important object of establishing a British garri' 
son at Goa. 

* Vol. T. AppcMuIix, ]>. rn. — LtMtfK Iroiii Tippojv, to tli<‘ Frcwfli Din*<' 
tory, aiel note of by Tippoo’s Aiiibafssailor.«. 
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It is my intention to augment that garrison without delay, 
but even at present it is sufficient to secure us against any 
possible attempt of an European enemy in that quarter, it will 
also operate as an effectual check upon the Mahrattas. You 
are already informed of my opinions with regard to the im- 
portance of the possession of Goa to our security and inte- 
rests in every point of view ; and I should hope that the pre- 
sent might prove a favourable opportunity for accomplishing 
the great advantage of obtaining the cession of Goa either to 
the crown or to the Company in exchange either lor Malacca 
or the Spice Islands, or for some equivalent pecuniary com- 
pensation- It appears to me, that the attempt to obtain this 
cession ought not to be delayed, and as I know you concur 
with me in my estimate of its value, I rely on you that the 
negociation with the Court of Lisbon will be immediately 
opened. 

The claims of Portugal to any part of the Canarese domi- 
niouKS of the late Tippoo Sultaun arc so obviously weak, that 
I do not think it necessary to trouble you further on that sub- 
ject than to request you to advert to the length of time during 
which the places claimed by the Portuguese have belonged 
to the State of Mysore, and to the nature of the coiu|iicst 
which brought them under our pt>\vor. The Governor and 
Captain Gencrafs pretensions to be considered as an Ally 
in the late war, appear to be founded principally on tlie 
share which his Excellency bore in issuing an order for a 
royal salute to be fired from Fort Alguada on the occasion of 
the fall of Scringapatam, and of tlie death of Tip})oo, Sul- 
taun. Although this claim is certainly more powerful than 
any which can be alleged by his Highness the Peishwa, 1 
do not expect that, in the most liberal construction, this me- 
ritorious effort of forward and active zeal of his Excellency the 
(jiovernot and Captain-General w'ill be deemed to entitle her 
most faithful Majesty to any portiorn of our conquests. Even 
if the principle could be applied to c.ases of alliance in war, I 
doubt whether any degree of promptitude and alacrity mani- 
fested in rejoicing over the destruction of our late enemy, 
could justify a claim on the part of the Governor and Cap- 
biin General to the rights of an accessory after the fact. 

The general aspect of affairs becomes every day more 
lavourable in Mysore, the whole of the country is now rc- 
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duced to our authority and to that of the Rajah and Nizam ; 
and a seasonable fall of rain affords a prospect, that even in 
this VL'iir wc may realize no inconsiderable part of oiir new 
revenue and subsidy witliout injury to the country. 

With regard to the Court of Hyderabad, its temper re- 
turns, and with it the establishment of an additional regi- 
ment of cavalry to the subsidiary force will soon be admitted. 
The Court of Poonah continues in the same state of weak- 
ness and confusion, and the distractions of the Mahratta em- 
pire have recently been aggravated by hostilities which have 
broken out between the Rajah of Kolapore and Purseram 
Bhow. Tlie latter is stated (by accounts which appear cre- 
dible) to have fallen in an engagement with the former. Upon 
the whole no apprehension appears to me justifiable by the 
actual state of the Mahratta empire. For the present I liav(‘ 
been compelled by the perverseness of the Peishwa’s disposi- 
tion to proceed to carry the second separate article of the 
'^I'reaty of Mysore into effect; but I shall anxiously watch 
any opportunity of renewing my proposals at Poonah on 
their original basis; and 1 do not yet despair of success. 

At Fort St. George the whole state of affairs is astonish- 
ingly improved, and T. am pcrfe<jtly satisfied with the present 
course of that government. You will soon receive my new 
Treaty’^ with the Rajah of Tanjore, vesting the wdiole admi- 
nistration of Ins government and revenues in the Company. 
You wdll also, 1 trust, learn the success of the steps which 1 
had ordered for disarming the Southern Polygars, who had be- 
gun, to revolt ev(»n during the short period of the late w ar. 
We are now' (unployed in framing a code for the introduction 
of a permanent settlement of revenue, and a system of judi- 
cature for the Company’s possessions in the Peninsula, 1 
have ordered twro members of the hoard of revenue to pro 
coed immediately from Madras to Calcutta for the purpose of 
aiding in tins salutary Work : and I trust that its benefits 
will be extended in a sliort time over the whole of the north- 
ern Circars, the Jaghire, tlie countries under the Company’s 
dominion ceded in the last war, and those conquered in this 
(with the exception of iMalabar and Canara) the countries oi 
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the Southern, Eastern and Wcstem Polygars, and the king- 
dom of Tanjore. 

I found Bengal and the j>rovinces in a state of pro- 
fotind tranquillity ; the eflect of our success in Mysore 
lias utterly annihilated the spirit of insubordination and 
contempt which for some time past has been gaining 
ground among our Mahommedan sulyccts. I have com- 
menced a negotiation with the Nabob Vizier for the reform 
(»f his military establishments. The resident with Scindia has 
proceeded to Jynagur, in order to receive from the Rajah the 
person of Vizier Alii. I shall soon write to you in detail on 
the state of our courts of justice, of the revenue and general 
finance, and of our commercial interests. With respect to 
finance I shall only say, that great and unprecedented as the 
eff'ort has been which I was compelled to make within the 
hist, and must make within the present year, our resources 
have corresponded with the exigency of the occasion, and 
public and private credit have improved to an astonishing 
degree, and arc still progressively improving. 

1 think it necessary to apprize you of my intention to adopt 
without delay a plan for the improvement of the civil service 
at Bengal in a most important point. The state of the ad- 
ministration of justice, and even of the collection of revenue 
throughout the provinces affords a painful example of the in- 
efiicacy of the best code of laws to secure the happiness of 
the people, unless due provision has been made to ensure a 
proper suyiply of men qualified to administer those laws in 
their different branches and departments. This evil is felt 
s('verely in every part of this government, and it arises prin- 
cipally from a defect at the source and fountain-head of the 
service — I mean the education and early habits of the young 
gentlemen sent hither in the capacity of writers. My opi- 
nion, after full deliberation on the subject is decided, that 
the writers, on their first arrival in India should be subjected 
for a period of two or three years to the rules and discipline 
of some collegiate institution at the seat of government. In 
such an institution they might attain the groundwork of the 
several native languages necessary for their respective sta- 
tions, together with the princijdes of general law, tliose of the 
Mahomedan and Himloo Codes, ami the voluminous regula- 
tions enacted by the Governor-General in Council for the ad- 
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ministration of justice in Bengal and the provinces ; other 
branches of knowledge, also, suitable to their intended duties 
might be acquired, and habits of activity, regularity and de- 
cency formed instead of those of sloth, indolence, low de- 
bauchery, aiul vulgarity now too apt to grow on those young 
men, wlio have been sent at an early age into the interior 
parts of the country, and have laid the foundations of their life 
and manners among the coarse vices and irululgencies of those? 
countries. I shall not pursue this topic further at present, 
intending to make it the subject of ample discussion at an 
early period. But I now wish to inform you that I feel the 
mischief to be so pressing, that 1 intend, without waiting for 
orders from home, to proceed to found such an institution at 
Calcutta. I have already taken some steps towards the mea- 
sure, and I hope to he able to carry my plan into with 

little (if any) additiomd charge to tJic company. 

I rely on your active and zealous siipjiort of tliis arrango 
inent, in which I feel the greatest interest. 

Ever, my dear Sir, 
li'ours sincerely afid affectionately, 

Morninoton. 


No. XL. 


Tht' Enrl ojWtonihi frfon to hia K.i ceUmcy tin: f'lzhr oj' (hide. 


Fort William, f>th iVov<?mhrr, 17‘).9. 

Some (lays liave elapsed since I had tlie lionour to receive 
your Excellency’s letter, wherein your Excellency, after ob- 
serving ‘‘ that the benefits even both immediate and future, of a 
reform of your military establishment, are even mor(^ strongly 
impressed on your Excellency \s mind than they wqre described 
by me,” assures me that you w^ould, “ without a moment’s 
delay, consult witli Colonel Scott upon what was practicable 
and what occurred to your Excellency’s mind, and commu- 
nicate to me w hat should be conjointly determined upon as 
advisable.” 

From the period of my receiving this letter, I have anxiously 
expected to learn fron) Lieutenant-Colonel Scott that your 
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Excellency, in conformity to your promise, and in pursuance 
of the suggestions of your own discernment, luid entered fully 
and unreservedly with that gentleman upon the discussion of 
this urgent and important business. But although this ex- 
pectation has been hitherto disappointed, such is my confi- 
dence in the punctuality and prudence of your Excellency, 
that I continue to be firmly persuaded that I shall soon have 
the satisfaction of learning from Lieutenant-Colonel Scott that 
considerable progress has been made in the lunv arrangement. 

The general considerations which rentier it extremely 
necessary that this arrangement should he carried into execu- 
tion without delay, have been already fully explained to your 
Ivvcclleucy, and you have concurred witli me in my vievrs on 
the subject. One argument in favour of a speedy determi- 
nation on this subject, ])Ossibly may not have occurred to 
your iniiid, and I, therefore, take this occasion explicitly to 
state it to your ICxcellency. 

'^I'lie Company are hound by existing treaties “ to defend 
tli(i dominions of your Excellency against all (memies ; hut the 
mmil»er of British troops ordinarily stationed in your J^^xcel- 
lency’s dominions not exceeding 13,000 men, would not, it is 
obvious, he adequate to that purpose in the event of an iiiva- 
wsion of those dominions ; while, on the other baud, it must be 
e\'idont to your Excellency, that various circumstances in 
such a, II event might render it impossible for the Company s 
Uoverinnent to augment the ordinary force, eitlier to the: 
extent or within the time required by the emergency. Ihe 
probable result of such a situation of things reqllirt^s no 
explanation to a person of your Excellency’s penetration. 

If this danger were even remote and doubtful, it would 
bciiove cl prudent government to guard against it by seasonable 
precautions. What then must be your Excellency’s duty and 
niine when that danger certainly menaces your dominions? 
Of the hostile intentions of Zemaun Shah against your Excel- 
lency’s possessions no doubt can be entertained, since the 
discoveries made at Seringapatani. Wliether these inten- 
tions will be carried into effect at a more early or more distant 
day, may be a question ; but it is the part of wisdom to pre- 
clude the possibility of their success. But Zemaun Shah is 
aut, perhaps, tlie only power against whose restless and un- 
principled ambition your Excellency should be protected, 
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Other enemies may arise in other (juarters, and it becomes you 
to provide against every contingency. 

It might not be in the power of the British Government, 
on a sudden emergency, to reinforce the troops in your Excel- 
lency’s country with sufficient expedition ; my firm opinion, 
therefore, is that the Company can in no other manner eftec- 
tually fulfil their engagements to defend the dominions of 
your Excellency against all enemies,” than by maintaining 
constantly in those dominions such a force as shall at all times 
be adequate to your effectual protection, independently of 
any reinforcement which the exigency might otherwise require, 
but which might not be diposable in proper season. 

The Seventh Article of the Treaty with your Excellency, 
by Sir John Shore, provides for the occasional augmentation 
of the Company’s troops in your Excellency’s dominions in 
terms which evidently render the Company’s Government 
competemt to decide at all times on the requisite amount of 
such augmentation. The same article binds your Excellency 
to defray the expense of any force which shall be deemed 
necessary by the Company for your defence. 

l"Jie precise numbers of the additional force which I judge 
necessary for the effectual protection of your Excellency’s 
dominions, will be stated to you, in my name, by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Scott. 

To enable your I^xcelleney to defray the expense of the 
additional British force, which is now become indispensably 
necessary to tlie security of your Excellency’s dominions, 
withoiit any new charges upon tlie finances of your Excel- 
lency, nothing further is requisite than that you should 
disband the iniinerous disorderly battalions at present in your 
service, which, instead of contributing in any degree to the 
<!efence of your country, or to the support of your Govern- 
ment, have long proved injurious to the prosperity ami 
strength of both. 

For the details of the plan by which the dismission of these 
troops may be most easily and speedily effected, I beg leave 
to refer your Excellency to Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, who is 
in full possession of my sentiments on this subject, and on 
whose prudence, judgment, and experience, I rely with the 
utmost confidence. 

The advanced period of the season absolutely requires tliat 
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tlie British troops in Ouile should immediately be augmented 
to the amount which will he stated to your Excellency by 
Lieuteinujt-Colonel Scott ; and I earnestly recommenil to your 
Excellency the early adoption of those measures which will 
be pointed out to you by Colonel Scott, for the purpose of 
relieving your Excellency from the heavy expense at present 
incurred in maintaining that force, whose iiUTiibers are dan- 
gerous only to your Excellency and your subjects. By such 
a reform your Excellency will be fully enabled to defray the 
charge of the additional troops. 

It will not be. in my power to furnish your Excellency 
immediately with the full number of additional troops, which 
are necessary for the effectual security of your Excellency’s 
dominions ; hut I am so deeply impressed with the necessity 
of carrying the measure into effect as speedily as possible, 
that your Excellency may rely on my making every practi- 
cable exertion to complete the proposed force at so early a 
period of time as shall place your Excellency’s country 
beyond the reach of any surprise, either from foreign or 
domestic enemies. 

I have, &c. 

Mornington. 


No. XLL 

77u- Earl of Moriiingtm to Captain J, A. Kirkpatrick, 

UcKidcnt at Updcruhad. 

(Secret.) 

Sill, William, 6th November, 1/99. 

The general state of the Nizam’s health tor some time past, 
and the communications wliich 1 have lately received from you 
on that subject, joined to the great changes recently produced 
in the political state of India by our conquest of Mysore, have 
suggested to me the necessity of revising the principles wliich 
regulated my instructions to you of the Sth of July, 1798,* 
with regard to the conduct proper to be pursued by the 
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Company’s Govenmnent in the event of his Highness's death. 
If we neglect to interfere in settling the succession upon the 
death of the Nizam, the Mahrattas will not fail to avail them- 
selves of our inactivity, and will establish a preponderant, if 
not an exclusive, influence at the Court of Hyderabad. 

The establishment of the exclusive influence of the Mah- 
rattas at Hyderabad would be equivalent in its operation on 
our interests to the absolute subjugation of the Deccan by 
the arms of the Mahratta power ; and it should be no less 
our care to prevent the Mahrattas from governing the terri- 
tory of the Nizam in the name of a prince elevated to the 
Miisnud by their interference, than to check the progress of 
any hostile attempt which they might make to extend their 
dominions at the expense of the Court of Hyderabad. It is, 
therefore, now as necessary that the succession to the Souhali- 
ship of the Deccan should be settled by the Company’s 
authority us it was in July, 1798. 

In every view which 1 am enabled to take of this question, 
it continues to appear to me desirable that vve should raise 
Secundcr Jah to the Musnud in preference to any of his 
brothers. The right of ]>rimogeniture is in his favour; his 
connections are among those persons best affecteil towards 
our interest ; he is the only son of the Nizam who has ever 
maintained any authorised intercourse wdth us, or wlio has 
ever manifested any desire to cultivate our iViendship. Alii 
Jah was disposed to connect his views with those of Tippoo 
Sultaun; Feridoon Jah has carried on iritriguos in the same 
quartey, and Jeliander Jah has been suspected of endea- 
vouring to engage the Mahrattas to take liirn under tlieir 
protection. 

I n favouring the pretensions of Secundcr Jah, we must not 
overlook what is requisite to the improvement of our connee-. 
tioii with the Court of Hyderabad, and to the establishment 
of that connection on a basis of the most solid advantage, and 
of the most permanent security. 

No obligation of treaty binds us to take part in any con- 
tested succession, arising either from the total silence of the 
Nizam respecting his intended successor, or from a disputable 
declaration of his Highness’s intentions on the subject. Even 
in the case of an unequivocal nomination of a successor by 
his Highness, we should not be bound by the Treaty of Sep- 
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tember, 1798, or by any otlier obligation to support that 
successor against any rival, whose cause might be espoused 
by the Mahrattas. Whatever secret or political motives there- 
fore may exist to induce us either to interpose our influence 
in the settlement of the succession, or to prefer the preten- 
sions of Secunder Jah, our foith is not pledged to raise that 
prince to the Musnud, or unconditionally to support him upon 
it against any effort of the Mahrattas, or of any other power 
in favour of another candidate. 

Having stated the general principles w'hich should govern 
oiir conduct in the conjunction uiuler contemplation, I shall 
proceed to furnish you with an outline of the particular con- 
ditions on which I am willing to support the succession of 
Secunder Jah against all competition. 

These conditions are as follow: — 

1. The Treaty of September, 1798, shall he confirmed by 
Si*cun(]er Jali, for himself and his heirs, in all points not 
(•xj)rcssly altered by the New Treaty. 

tL The subsidiary force shall be augmented to four regi- 
ments of native infantry, two regiments of native cavalry, and 
three companies of artillery, including a proportionable in- 
crease of gun lascars. 

3. The additional force shall be subsidized at the same rate 
as that now serving in the Nizam’s dominions. 

4. A territory to be selected by the Company, jiroducing a 
net rtivenue at least adequate to the payment of the wliole 
subsidy (under the treaty of 1798 as well as under the new 
engagement), shall be assigned to the sole and aljsolute 
niiuiageinent of the Company : the Company to account to 
the reigning prince for any surplus of revenue exceeding the 
amount of the subsidy, which may be realised from the said 
.territory under their management. 

The Peisheush at present payable by the Comjiany to 
the Nizainj on account of the northern Circars, shall be 
remitted for ever. 

G. If the number of troops stipulated to be subsidized, 
should at any time appear to be inadequate to the purpose of 
securing Secunder Jah on the Musnud, against the attempts 
of any competition, whether supported or not by the Mah- 
rattas, or by any other power, the Company will augment the 
subsidized force to such an extent as the Company may judge 
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necessary; ami Secunder Jali shall in that case defray the 
ex])ense of such temporary addition of force. 

7. All Ilahdary duties on goods passing to and from the 
respective territories of the contracting parties shall be 
abolished. No articles of merchandize shall })ay duty more 
than once, and a proper tarifi* shall be established for the 
regulation of the single duties to be so levied ; and a treaty 
of commerce shall be concluded between the two states on 
just and equitable principles of reciprocal interest and common 
benefit. 

8. Secimder Jah shall engage to pay at all times the utmost 
attention to such advice as the Company’s Government shall 
occasionally judge it necessay to ofler to him with a view to 
any objects connected with the advancement of his interests, 
the happiness of his people, and the mutual welfare of both 
states. 

Such is the outline of the terms upon which I propose to 
support and maintain the succession of Secundcr Jah, whether 
he sliould obtain tlie previous nomination of his father, or 
not, or even if it should be pretended that his Highness liad 
declared in favour of some other of his sons. Y ou will pre- 
pare without delay an instrument in the Persian language in 
conformity to the foregoing outline, in order that Secimder 
Jah (at the moment of his father’s death, or whenijver tliat 
event shall appear to approach) may be apprised of the terms 
on which we are ready to support his cause, and may be 
enabled by immediately executing a formal instrument, to 
accede to my propositions in a regular manner. 

1 think it necessary to permit you eitlier totally to suppress 
or to modify tlie Eighth Article according to your discretion, 
apprising you, liow'cver, that I consider it to l)e of great im- 
portance to obtain such au ascendancy over the councils of 
the Nizam, as is described in that Article. 

Secunder Jah must not be allowed to procrastinate bis 
determination. If at the end of a stated and sliort i)eriod of 
time he should not determine to accept the proffered Treaty, 
you will proceed in concert with Azim ul Omrah and Mccr 
Allum, to place one of the younger sons of the Nizam on the 
Musmid, previously stipulating that the prince succeeding 
to the Miisrmd shall fulfil all tlie conditions of the Treaty 
proposed to Seeuiuler Jah. 
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I am aware that the objects proposed might be obtained 
from Secunder Jab with less difficulty, previously to the death 
of the Nizam, and that it would on that account be desirable 
that a negociation should be opened immediately with Se- 
cunder Jail. But many objections occur to deter me from 
such a step. The attempt (if it should transpire either by 
accident or design) would probably lead to mischievous conse- 
quences ; I am, therefore, of opinion tliat no such attempt 
should be hazarded until the Nizam shall be at the point of 
death. 

It is manifest that our power of settling the succession 
in the manner described, and of obtaining the advantages 
which I have enumerated, will depend in an eminent degree, 
if not absolutely, on the local position of the subsidiary force 
at the time of his Highness’s death. It is, therefore, of the 
last importance that the force should not only be kept toge- 
ther, but stationed as near as possible to the residence of the 
Nizam; and I accordingly direct you to adopt every practi- 
cable means of accomplishing these most desirable and essen- 
tial objects without delay. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Mornington. 


No. XLII. 

Sir Siilnri/ Smith to the Eurl of Mornington. 

Odiiip of his Hi«(lin(\ss the Supremo Vizier, 
near JattU, tlu* fith Novemhor, 

My Lofll), [Received 8th April, 181K).] 

It is my duty to give your Lordshi)) early information that 
a disposition on the part of the French army in Egypt to 
treat for fheir return to France, by the evacuation of their 
new “ colony,” has been at length openly manifested ; first, 
by an official communication to that effect from General Buo- 
naparte to his Highness the Supreme Vizier, in a letter full 
of the pretended predilection of the French for “Islamism” 
as a ground for peace, and since in a more reasonable strain 
from his successor in the command, Genend Klcbcr, by 
Jotters addressed to his Highness and to me. 
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General Buonaparte made an attempt to renew the inter- 
course with me, whicli he had abruptly broken off from a fear 
of the defection of his army, that defection having been in- 
creased rather tlian diminished by his unqualified abuse of 
the English commander, to wdiom alone the army could look, 
for fiivour in the hour of their distress. The Aid-de-camp 
sent off to the Tigre appeared to have been coimnissioned to 
say that General Buonaparte had ever spoken of me in terms 
of the utmost respect, althougli his writings, for political 
reasons, contained matter calculated to discourage his army 
from deserting to me at a critical moment of their sufferings 
in Syria. I could not help cutting the conversation short by 
saying what I really felt at the time, knowing the man as I 
do, viz., “ that I should be very sorry to Imve his approba- 
tion.” However, it being evident, from this and other cir- 
cumstances, that the discontent of the army was kept under 
only by the terror his severity inspired, 1 took occasion to 
acquaint him of his being (together with General Berthier) 
recalled to command the army in Italy (N. B. not then in 
existence) this, as I expected, was eagerly caught at. A 
second flag of truce asked whether I was serious, and a con- 
firmation being sent, lie embarked in a fciw days afterwards 
for Europe, giving only a few hours notice of his intention to 
those who were to accomjiany him, and causing the command 
to devolve on General Klebcr by a scaled packet ; it was 
given out in the army that he was gone to Constantinople to 
make peace, which affords a proof how much the army wish 
for sonvi such means of extrication. 

Having early apprized Lord Nelson of the probability of 
General Buonaparte’s quitting Egypt singly and incognitOj 
I entertain strong hopes that some of his Lordship’s cruizers 
may liave fallen in with him, although the T/wseun, which 1 
had detached with a squadron for that purpose, has reXurned 
unsuccessful. 

I have been employed assembling a force, and directing an 
attack on Damietta, which took place on the 1st instant. Like 
that on Aboukir, it failed of entire success from the same 
causes, viz. the insubordination, disorder, and obstinate inac- 
tivity inherent in a Turkish fleet and army. The attack, 
however, like that in tlie lied Sea of Yambo Arabians, has 
had ^c good effect of proving to the French army that these 
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irregular liosts can be brought hand to hand with them ; and 
it is likewise evident, that a succession of these sort of en- 
gagements must annihilate them to a man, although the}^ may 
each time remain masters of the field of battle from the effect 
•of European tactics, whicli, as at Damietta, produces a corps 
de reserve, or a flanking chfirge of cavalry, to route the %nc- 
torious rabble. The French superior officers, with wdiom I 
have had frequent intercourse of late by flags of truce seem 
fully sensible of this, and extremely anxious to quit a theatre 
whereon they can neither gain honour or secure their profits, 
and where it is evident to them that they do their country no 
sort of service since I have communicated the glorious news 
from India (sent me by Mr. Manes ty, extremely apropos). 
Allow me, my Lord, to take this opportunity of congratulating 
your Lordship on the signal success wliich has crowned the 
well combined measures of Government in India by the able 
and gallant exertions of Lieutenant-General Harris and his 
liighly distinguished army, at the same time that I ofler your 
Lordship and them this tribute, in the proof of the additional 
and extensive utility of your joint labours. 

It is but justice to the French army to say that, though 
they evidently dread the appearance of the conquerors of 
the Mysore in U])per Egypt, they are under no sort of ap- 
prehension of the Vizier’s motley disorderly multitude ; but 
they are sensible that, reduced as they are to 18,000 men, 
they could not profit by a victory, where they are exposed in 
the end to be assailed by regular troops both from the Red 
Sea and tlic Mediterranean ; and I trust a demonstration of 
the truth of this w ill he made in support of my assertion to 
that eftect, should the conference I am about to hold with 
General Desaix and Mr, Poussielgue on board tlie 7Vg*'/*c 

close without our settling the terras of evacuation. 

* 

I have the honour to be, 
with the utmost respect, my liord, 
your Lordship’s faithful, humble Servant, 

W. Sidney Smith. 
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No. XLIir. 

The Earl of El^in to the Earl of Mormngton. 

Constantinople, Nov. KUli, 

[Received at Calcutta, dth March, 1800.] 

My Loro, 

I beg leave to acquaint your Lcu*dsliip that I arrived here 
on the (Jth instant, in the quality of liis Majesty’s Ambassa- 
dor Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary ro the Otto- 
man Porte. 

Your Lordship will have known from Mr. Dundas, and 
from some of the Directors of the East India Company, with 
whom I conferred confidentially in London, that I am autho- 
rized, in considering this post as one that may afford me occa- 
sions of interesting communication with Asia; and that my 
attention was particularly directed by them to tliat object. 
I may be allowed, on my own p.art, to say, that no part of the 
duty connected with this mission is more agreeable to ifle than 
the intercourse it establislies with your Lordship; and that 
my exertions shall be unremitting, in so far as I may be ena- 
bled, wliile here, to contribute to the benefit of the British 
interests in India, and to the glory and success of your admi- 
nistration there. 

I reached Constantinople in a conjuncture, the circum- 
stances of which claim your Lordship’s particular notice. 
The enclosed letters * had just been received here from the 
Grand, Vizier, whose head-quarters were then at Damascus; 
and the Russian Envoy at this place, and my predecessor, 
Mr. Smith, had been applied to, to favour the negotiation, 
thus set on foot, for the evacuation of h^gypt by the French. 
The conferences wdiich had passed, and one which I also 
had on the subject, do not enable me to furnish you with more 
than the above papers. For, as Sir Sidney Smith' is acting, 
and with the most brilliant success against that army, and 
has intercepted the original letters written by the French 
General, and opened a communication upon them with the 


* Relerring to BuonaparUi’s address to the (irand Vizier, and the rcjdy 
of the latter ; Kleher’s prociamatiun ; the Grand Vizier’s reply thereto ; 
and the report of the Capigi Bachi. 
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Vizier ; I have referred all proceedings on this negotiation to 
him, who, no doubt, will comply with every proposal, con- 
sistent with the dignity and interest of the allies, to procure 
the deliverance of Egypt. Orders are also sent to the Grand 
Vizier on this occasion, to act with Sir Sidney Smith: and 1 
have requested Sir Sidney to acquaint your liordsliip, by the 
most expeditious conveyance, of any proceedings that may 
take place in consequence of the dispositions thus shewn by 
the Frencli to quit the Turkish provinces. 

I am sorry 1 have no authority to say Avhethcr the Grand 
Vizier is justified in the construction he has put upon the 
letters from Buonaparte and Kleber. But as they are written 
after the defeat at Acre, after Buonaparte’s flight, and after 
a proclamation has been circulated among the French troops; 
it is, I perceive, Sir Sidney Smith’s opinion, as well as the 
Vizier’s, that this step did proceed from a desire to evacuate 
Egypt, 

Our interests in India are so nearly concerned in defeating 
the attempt of the French to establish themselves in Egypt, 
that every facility will be afforded on the part of the British 
influence in this part of the world, to remove the French 
troops now there, if the terms they propose sliall prove at all 
iu'ceptable. At the same time, it ivS my duty to point out that, 
in case the suggestion thus made by the French Generals, 
has procectled from the very" unfavourable aspect which the 
affairs of France lately assumed on the continent of Europe, 
that cause is liable to much variation. The last accounts 
from Switzerland leave very little liopes of any part of that 
country being now occupied by the allied troops, or that they 
will be aljle to do more than take up winter quarters in the 
rear of Feldkirk, and the line from whence the Arch Duke 
. <H)inmeiiced his t)}>erations this campaign. 

Oil die other hand, the Court of Vienna is, 1 apprehend, 
acting without sufficient concert with Russia and England, in 
directing the civil and military agents attending its armies to 
take possession of all they conquer, in the name of the Em- 
lK*ror of Germany, and not in that of the lawful Sovereigns. 
So mucli so, as to liave given occasion to some very strong 
remonstrances, which, if without effect, may possibly force 
^he other allies to refuse further coojieratioii witli the Aus- 
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trians. The enclosed paper* has, in consequence of what I 
allude to, been delivered to the foreign ministers at Peters- 
burg, and will, 1 make no doubt, appear to your Lordship a 
paper of the highest import in the present crisis. 

Should, unfortunately, any disunion take place among the 
armies now employed on the continent against France, we 
may hope that the Emperor of Russia, whose zeal is, un- 
doubtedly, very great in this important contest, will still offer 
military, as well as naval, succours to be employed against 
the French in Egypt. Such aid is stipulated by treaty, and 
applications for it have been of late renewed by the Porte, 
and favourably met on tlie part of Russia. Yet it appears 
the French are still 15,000 strong, besides numerous bodies 
of natives, embodied under them ; their position, as your 
Lordship will sec by the annexed map, with its explanation, 
is as secure as tlic nature of the country will admit. They 
receive, as I learn from Admiral Blanket, supplies even of 
ammunition by the aid of the neighbouring powers ; and if 
the present negotiation fails, the inailequate assistance whicl^ 
could be spared by Russia, or admitted by the Porte into its 
provinces, does not present the means of driving the French 
from their present post, however able and brilliant our naval 
operations against them continue to be. 

As to the Turks, your Lordsliip will perceive, by the an- 
nexed paper, f that very little is to be expected trom them. 
Besides, I fear, there is great insubordination among the 
rulers in the distant j)roviiices of the empire, which o])liges 
the G^and Vizier to proceed with more than usual caution, 
and occasions a material diminution of the force he appartiiitly 
has along with him. 

I am, my Lord, totally without antliority for wliat I am 
about to add, but as the whole of the information before me 
leads me to foresee the probability of its becoming ne'cessary 
to employ considerably more force than is now preparing, to 


* This was a note verbal frcuii the Emperor of Russia to the forei;(» 
Miiustcrs, declaring that his Majesty’s desire is to re-estal)lish the former 
kingdom of France, the (lovcrninent of the United Provinces, of the 
Helvetic t’antons, and of the (lerinaiiic empire ; l)iit that he will with- 
draw his forces unless these measures be vigorously prosecuted. 

f A document, in French, shewing the actual state and disposition of 
the Turks. 
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attack the French in Egypt; I, individually, presume it is 
worthy your Lordship’s attention to consider whether, in that 
ovent, a respectable diversion could be made from the Red 
Sea by troops from India, and the naval force under Admiral 
Blanket.'* 

The rescuing Egypt from the French would be a glorious 
continuation of the splendid victories which those troops 
liave lately gained in India, with such unequalled benefit to 
their country. 

I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, my Lord, 
your Excellency’s most obedient, hiunblc Servant, 

Elgin. 


No. XLV, 

JjUniL’^Cohmel Scotty Jiexkient at Lnckmtr, (o the Karl of Mornin^ton. 

Mv Loro, Lucknow, NovcihIkt, 

A meeting havijig been appointed by his Excellency the 
Vizier, at the resident’s house on the 12th instant, for the 
purpose, as I understood, of concerting wdtli me the means of 
(“arrying into immediate eflect the important military reform 
recommended by your Lordship, his Excellency imparted to 
me his secret, though determined, resolution of abdicating the 
government, but did not until the 2{)tli autliorize me to make 
a coimnunication of his intentions to your Lordship. 

This resolution of his Excellency is of so extraordinary 
and interesting a tendency in its intermediate object, and in- 
volves considerations of such magnitude and delicacy in its 
execution and future consequences, that I feel it my duty to 
recite to* your Lordship, as distinctly and as fully as my 
memory will allow, in a connected detail, the several conver- 
sations which have taken place upon the subject, and as they 
Avore not of long duration, and committed to paper immedi- 
ately upon tlieir conclusion, I trust, that no material part of 
thenn can liave escaped me. 

His Excellency began by observing, that he had frequently 

This sugg^esstion was made by Lord Mornington (see Vol. I. p. 58/.) 

VOL. n. L 
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declared to me the impossibility of his condactijig tlie affairs 
of his country under existing circumstances ; that probably, 
I had not coniprcliended the full drift of those expressions, 
or had conceived they were uttered iii a momeut of ill-humour, 
that the real meaning of them was an earnest and sincere 
desire to relinquisii a government w inch he could not manage 
with satisfaction to himself, or to the advantage of his 
subjects. 

Desirous of penetrating into the motives which influenced 
his Excellency to such a resolution, and of discovering the 
sincei’ity of his declarations, 1 entreated his Excellency wouiil 
impart to me the causes vvhicli remlcred it impossible for him 
to regulate and conduct the affairs of his govi'rninent. 

II(^ replied, that tlu^y w^ere well known to rne, to which 1 
observed, that 1 must cajididiy confess, that under tlic present 
total w ant of Jirraiigeiiieiit for tlie despatch of publict husiiies>:, 
and without the aid and advice of able, zealous and respon- 
sible ministers, to take a share in the laborious and iucessaiii 
concerns of this extensive em])ire, the affairs of it must fall 
into confusion, and the interests of his subjects bo n<*glected, 
but that if his Excellency would condescend to avail lumseh’ 
of the advice and assistance, w hich I was cu)in]niiiu]ed by your 
Lordship to afford, and wliicli I was at all times, and al! 
occasions ready to <.;xert to the utinost of my abilities I woidi! 
be answerable, tliat the affairs of tin; counlry could ])o con- 
ducted to the pro>])erity and liappiness of liis people, to hi.s 
owTi ease and to the ac<|uisitio!i of a great name. 

His Excellency replied, that this was true, but that it wa ^ 
impossible for one person to judge of the feelings of anotluT^ 
and that his mind not being disposed to the cares and fatigiu s 
of government, he had come to t lie fixed resolution of retiring 
from them; and added, that as your Lordship nvouW on hf:^ 
abdication exalt one of his sons to the Aiusnud, name 
w^oiiUl remain. 

Acknowledging the justness of tlie remark of the im)»ra<*- 
ticability of penetrating into the secret feelings of another 
person, I desisted from further reasoning; but to take awny 
every ground on which tlie expectation or hope could bo built 
of the selection of a successor, J adverted to the right attached 
by our government to primogeniture, t o .strongly exemphfftid 
in his own pej*soii ; in w hich remark his Excelh iicy acquiesced, 
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and said, whichever of his sons your Lordship thought 
proper. 

His Excellency declared in unequivocal terms, that in re- 
linquishing the empire, he renounced every wish of interfering 
in, its concerns, or of residing within its limits, find that the 
money he was in possession of, was sufKcient for his own 
.su[)port, and for the procurement of every gratification he 
rould desire in a private station, but he trusted your J^ordship 
would establish suitable allowances for his sons and the otlrer 
branches of his family, whom he wivshed to leave at laicknow. 

Anxious on so solemn an occasion as the abdication of an 
empire, to be in possession of seme written document, lest my 
recital of a private conversation, without the presence of a 
third person should be denied or affirmed to be in part mis- 
represented, I fisked His ICxcellenoy, if he did not think it 
advisable to address himself dirc<‘t to your Lordship; this 
he declined, on the pretence that tlierc was no person about 
him in whom he could confide in an affair of so much sccrccy 
iuid delicacy, 

f tlien informed bis Excellency, that I shoidd immediately 
communicate tlie substance of the conversation to your J a>rd 
siiiy), bnt be desired that I would prepare the draft of a lettei' 
ill English, and lieforc the despalch of it, submit for his pi' 
rusal a translation in ilie Persian language. 

This 1 promised toexecuti;, and exhorted his Excellency to 
reflect most seriously in the interval on tlie measure he had 
in contemplation, M-liich was the most momentous that could 
he undertaken by a Sovereign. , 

Having prepared in Persian an abstract of the conversation, 

I waited upon bis l^xcellency on the I f tli, when lie ileclarcd 
his perseverance in the determination he had tAvodays before 
revealed to me, aceompanieil by some explanations of* 
Jnotives which infiuenced his resolution ; these however, not 
being new in .substance, called from me only a repetition of 
*hat advice and those assurances, wliich I had frequently 
’*rge(l to his consideration, 

Tliey consisted of general accusations against the re- 
Iraetory and yiervorse disy:)Ositions of the yieoyde at large, 

<^nmy)laints against the fidelity and zeal of the men im- 
^'^ediately about his person, of the arrogance <d’ some of the 
ImiLs and of the oyien disobedience oi‘ others. I rey>lied. 
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tliat the remedy to this aggregate of evils was easy and 
within his Excellency’s own power, that a vigilant, strong 
and just administration would secure the obedience of the 
bulk of his subjects, on the firm }>rinciples of attachment to 
his person and government, that a conciliatory and encourag- 
ing conduct on his part, would secure fidelity and enliven 
zeal, and tliat the refoj in of liis military establishment on tin; 
principles so forcibly and repeatedly urged by your Lordslnj), 
was the specific measure that would curb the arrogance of 
the Amils, and enforce a promjit execution and implicit ob- 
servance of any revenue regulations which his wisdom miglit 
establish ; and in conclusion, 1 again pledged myself, if his 
Excellency would reject the interested advice of favoucUes, 
and be guided by the impartial and friendly counsel which 
your LordsJiip would convey to liim througli me, that the 
affairs of his government could he conducted with ease to 
himself, to the acejuisition of an high reputation, to the pros- 
perity of Lis country and to the liappiness of his subjects. 

Having presented for bis Excellency’s perusal, the abstract 
in Persian of the first conversation his JCxcellency retained 
it, and expressed his intention of addressing himself direct to 
your Lordship, 

On tlie ]()th I sent a message to his Excellency, intimating 
a desire of waiting upon him the fullowung day, to wliich 1 
received an answer, that if my intended visit was to confer on 
the subject known to us, he was intent upon it and preparing 
the iiecijssary paper ; and as he meant to pass the 17th at a 
Ciarden, and purposed visiting me on the I8th, if I had not 
any urgent business to communicate, he could wish that the 
interview miglit be postponed until that day. 

flis LxcelloiK’y did me tlie lionour of a visit on tlie 18tliy 
and after consulting me on tlie settlement wdth one of his 
Amils was taking his leave, when J took the libert)^ of asking 
his Excellency whetlier lie had made any progress in his 
intended address to your Lordship, to which he replied, that 
he had written something. 

On the 19th, his JCxcellency sent me a verbal ineswsagc, 
tnat he purposed breakfasting with me on the following 
morning. In tlie evening my Mooiishee waited upon him, 
and cxjiressed my ackriow ledginents for the honour his Ex- 
cellenty intended me; but, that as he had honoured me with 
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a visit the preceding day, it was my wish as w^ell from respect 
as inclination, to attend upon him. He replied, that amongst 
friends it was the same tiling, that my house was his, and his 
mine. 

• According to appointment, his Excellency honoured me 
with a visit on the iiOth ; and when retired into a private 
apartment, produced the letter wdiich I had presented to him 
on the 1 1th. Wishing to make some alterations in it, he de- 
sired the attendance of the Moonsliee w^ho had written it ; 
pen and ink being brought, his Excfdlency with his ow^n 
hand, wrote several alterations and additions which had been 
previously traced with pencil. 

Having added at the end of the paper, that he would place 
his son on the Musnud with his own hands, his Excellency 
observed, that it was introduced with a view of showing to 
the world, that his abdication was at his own suggestion, and 
voluntary ; to which I replied, that I trusted it never could be 
imagined, that the English Government had used compulsive 
means, or even persuasions for the removal of liis Excellency 
from his hereditary dominions. 

I [is lixcellency delivered the pajier into my hands desiring, 
that aft<?r a copy of it was taken, it might he returned to him 
with a fair copy, and enjoining me to lose no time in address- 
ing your Lordship on the subject. 

After receiving the paper, 1 observed to his Excellency, 
that your Lordsliip would naturally make this reflection, that 
if liis Excellency, (a man of mature judgment, sound under- 
standing, and extensive experience,) found it impossible to 
conduct the affairs of the emi^ire, wliat grounds were there 
to expect that a young man, uninstructed in tlie ways of the 
world, and unpractised in business, could ])ossesK tlie neces- 
sary qualifications for so arduous a situation. To which his 
Excellency rtfplied, that he would have the benefit of that 
advice and assistance so often proffered to him. 

I was then going to prepare his Excellency to expect, that 
y(air Lordship’s wisdom would most probably suggest some 
modifications of the treaty or comprehensive arrangements for 
the future government of the country; but .before 1 could 
make any progress, he interrupted me by saying, that your 
Lordship's answer might be expected in the course of twenty 
<lavs. 
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After talking some time on other subjects, tlie Nawaub 
observed, that your Lordsliip would feel much uneasiness at 
the contents of the ))aper; to which 1 replied, tliat your Lord- 
shij) would certainly be concerned and surprised at the 
momentous measure deterinimid on by Ins Excellency- He 
said, tiu; measure was doubtless momentous, and tlie most 
serious that a sovereign could undertake, that he considered 
it not only a renunciation of a kingdom, but of the world ; but 
added emphatically, that the execution of it was indispensable, 
vsirice he was neither pleased with the peo})le nor they with 
him, and that in fact his mind was not from tlie first disposed 
to tlie cares of government, nor reconciled to them upon 
experience. 

His .Excellency some hours after his departure sent me a 
note, recjuesting that J would return by my Moonsbee the 
draft of the {laper, corrected by himself, being desirous of 
coiisi<lering of some further alterations. It was accordingly 
sent, when he expressed himself obliged by my readiness in 
returning ii, and proiniscil to la^store it immediat(»ly. In the 
evening it was brought back to me by one of his favourite 
scrvaiits, (Riitlun Ciiund,) a person whom 1 had never seen 
before, with some corrections, 

A e()iiy of iho i^^rsian paper as it now stands, and one 
shewing the alUa\uioMs, logetlier with translations, are here- 
with transinittod for your Lordsliip’s information, 

liiiving tluis ticlailed the wiiole of tJie coiivo sations whu*h 
havi‘ been held on tliis important subject, I sliall take tlie 
liberty of making such reflections on bis hVxcellency’s resolu- 
tion as occur to my mind; and though, as his Excellency 
justly ubstn ved, it is not possible to penetrate into the internal 
feelings of another person, yet an attentive study of bis 
Excellem;y’s character, and a review of bis conduct since his 
exaltation to the empire, may serve to throw some light upon 
his scmtiinents. 

His ICxcellency for a series of years, felt and enjoyed the 
comforts of a private station ; ambition, (if that quality ever 
had possession of his breast,) might liave been weakened by 
the despair of gratifying it, and at length have subsided in 
other liabits and pursuits. The tenour of his discourse 
strongly indicates the act to he the result of mature and long 
deliberation, and not the sudden suggestion of passion; it 
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not therefore improbable, that at the moment of ascending the 
Musniid he was meditating the period and the means bfarctreat. 

Power, since his accession to ihc empire, has only been 
t'xercisoci in acts tliat tend to die gratiiicatioii of his ruling 
propcn.sity5 avarice; timid in bis disposition he is afraid of 
scena enemies amongst tlje old servants of his brother whom 
In's unkiiuhK'ss has disgusted, andunconciliating in his manners, 
he lias acipiired no new friends- In his pid)lic conduct as a 
prince, he has in no one instance eviiu-od a di'.sire for die 
|n-o.s|)eriiy oi‘ his conulry, nor sliewii a wish to transmit his 
tlominioiis to bis posterity, improved in their resources, or 
luelioraved in their administration. 

lJiiet|ual liimseif to incessant application to business, with 
a neglect inexplicable, unless from a jealousy of having his 
.secrets penetrated into, it has been bis aim to conduct the 
iidiiirs of his government in seclusion witliout ostensible as- 
si.stance; and with an avidity iinaeeountalile, unless from a 
.secret’ wisli of abandoning his einjiire, be lias grasped at 
innnediate and tripling advantag(‘s to the relin(|uishment of 
future and sidistantia! benefits; and whilst accumulating 
wealth in bis private treasure, suffers the pensioners and 
public servants to experience the most severe distress by a 
long ihgention of their established allowoinces. 

Hjc money and jewels found iijmii his accessioii, liave been 
KriMuved from tin* usual plicc of deposit to the women’s 
.i])anineMts- and it is generally believed, that bis accumula- 
tions amount to a crore of rupees.'^ A sum however (uiormous, 
P'rohably not much exaggerated, when it is consiilered, diat 
iu addition to Nuzzuraiinus and other means of acquiring 
wealth which have been practised, he has uniformly, as it is 
Jillirnied, a]>proj)riated to himself the same monthly sums for 
•liis per.sonal expence.s as were fixetl f>y his brodier, though 
the estaldishment of every department lias Imen considerably 
tlirninished, and the strictest economy observed in every 
household arrangement. 

V oiir Lordship will observe by the additions in the paper, 
that his Excellency dwells even to repetition, on the expres- 
sions of “ existing circumstances, or in this manner, and 
tJortain causes." It is not easy to conjecture what may be the 


X1,0(K),000 sterliii)*'. 



152 


LIEUT. -COIGN EL SCOTT, TO 


Nov, 


cpises which he insinuates, but conceals with so much resen e. 
If they have a reference to my conduct, I can only affirm, 
that it has been confined to expostulations and advice, and 
that he has never asked my assistance until his own measures 
have failed, and then expecting the exertion of my influence 
to enforce payment of demands, under an implicit and un- 
bounded confidence in the statement which he w^as pleased to 
make of the case, inquiries and investigations on the other 
side of the question, without which I invariably and candidly 
told liim, I could not interfere, may be regarded by him as a 
distrust of his own principles of probity and justice, and as a 
design to support his Amils against him. 

His Excellency has no children alive by marriage. Four 
sons of the age of manhood usually attend him, the eldest of 
whom, (Gazee u deen Hyder,) is 25 years of age, or more, and 
appears to be of a mild hut rather heavy disposition. A son 
five or six years old sometimes makes his appearance at the 
Palace, and there may probably he several other children in 
the Melil. 

Not to interrupt the tliread of the iiJirrative upon this impor- 
tant subject, I omitted to introduce in their proper places the 
frequent allusions made by me to the Reform of the military 
establishment. In every conversation however, I took occa- 
sion to press the subject upon liis Excellency’s consideration; 
hut he invariably, and somewhat impatiently, evaded the dis- 
cussion by declaring, that under the proposition to be sub- 
mitted to your Lordship it was totally unnecessary. 

I have the lionour to he, 

Witli the greatest respect, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient, and 
Most faithful humble Servant, 
W. Scott. 


Translation of a paper prepared in Persian by the Resident at Lucknow, 
at the desire of his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, submitted to his Excel- 
lency on the Idth of November and returned to the Resident on the 

18th of the same month, when the alterations which appear on the face of 
tlic Persian paper, were written by his Excellency's own hand,* in the 


* 'fhey are here placed in small type over the orif^inal words 
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presence of the Resident and his Moonsliec Mohubbut Ally Khan. The 
alterations which appear in red ink* in this translation, are suhsequeirit 
corrections by his Excellency, he having sent for the draft for the 
purj>ose. 

On Tuesday, the 13th of Tiunmadie ul Sannie, A.H. 1214, or 12th of 
November, J his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, honoured me with 
a visit, and in a private conference enjoined me to address the right honour- 
able the Governor-General to the following effect : 

'Unit his Excellency linding it impossible under existing circumstances 
for certain reasons, to conduct the affairs of his government, with ease to 
himself and to the a<lvantage of his subjects, was desirous from the .sugges- 
tions of his own mind, cordially and voluntarily to relinquish the empire. 
I entreated his Excellency to explain the motives which influenced him 
to relinquisli so great an empire, and begged that he would state the whole 
of the causes which in4uced him to that resolution, in order that measures 
might be taken to remove them, since by the friendship and assistance pf 
the English Company, and by the zealous exertions of myself, bis sincere 
well-wisher, the administration of his goveriiinent could assuredly b»^ con- 
«[iiclcd to the prosperity of his country, to the happiness of his subjects, 
to tl»e ease and satisfaction of himself, and to tlie acrpiisition of a great 
name, llis Excellency replied, that this was true, but that owing to 

(tlu; (iissentions, eimiity, disoberiicncu and negrllgrencc of the people hero, )(«/»// m’iain cuirnrs,) 
the incessant toils and cares of government, his mind was utterly with- 
drawn from it and disgusted, and that on this account he entertained the 
firm resolution of relinquishing the empire, and as his Lordship would 
nominate one of his sons to succeed him, his name would remain esta- 
blished. 

After the rclinqui.shrnent of the government, his Excellency had no wish 

(at Lucknow) ^ 

of residing (here,) nor of interfering in the smallest degree in the concerns 
of the country. What his Excellency possessed was suflicient for his neces- 
sary expences, but that wliatever bis Lord.ship might establish for his sons 
and other branclios of his family, would be a source of great satisfaction to 
him, and that hi.s Excellency would with his own hands place hiS son on 
the Musnud. 

A true translation. 

W. SfM>TT, Resident at Lucknow. 


* They are here placed in italics over the original words. 
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No. XLV. 

Thv Karl of Mornhigton to ike Secret Committee of the Honourable Court 

of Directors. 

floNOURABLE SiRS, Fort WiHiani, 2Hth Nov. 1799. 

I. According to the latest accounts dated on the ilnd of No- 
vember, the aifairs of Mysore were in the most favourable 
condition. The whole of the country (including Sondah and 
tlie rest of the rcstu'ved territory, now about to be divided 
between the Company and the Nizam) having hec'ii completely 
settled, with the exception of the inconsiderable possessions 
of the INdygar of Bullam, against whom a simdl detachment 
liad been sent, tlio army in Mysore was on the eve of being 
distributed in garrisons and cantonments. 

Under tlie disadvantages resulting from the recent mili- 
tary o))erations throughout the country, Purneah had dis- 
charged the first monthly kist of the subsidy stipulated by 
tlie late treaty of Seningapatam, namely, that for the month 
of ffuly, and had announced his intention of soon paying the 
kists for August and September. 

I have very gr<^at satisfaction in informing your lioriourable 
Committee that the measures which 1 concerted wdth Lord 
Clive, previtnisly U> niy departure from h\)rt St. George, for 
the purpose of reducing the southern Polygars to order and 
legal government have been executed with tlie greatest abi- 
lity and success by Major lianiiermaii, and tliat the military 
power* of tJjat refractory race of people is now' completely 
extinct. 

The settlement of Tanjore has been arranged w-itb the 
same bapjiy success. Previously to my departure from Fort 
St. George, with Lord Clive’s assistance, I framed tlie out- 
lines of a new treaty between the Raj all and the Company 
vesting the entire and exclusive administration, civil and mi- 
litary, of that country in the Company’s government. This 
treaty* w^as ratified by me in council on the 526th instant. 

II. The affairs of Oude have occupied a considerable share 
of my attention. No probability existing that Zcinaun Shall 
will be able in the course of the present season to renew hh 
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liostile attempts against illiulostaii, ami a conjuncture so fa- 
vourable coinculing with our successes in Mysore, the most 
c* igible opportunity appeared to be o])ened for ciirryiiig into 
execution such a reform of the Nabob Viziers military esta- 
blisluiieats as should secure us from all future danger on the 
frontier of Oude, and should enable me to introduce a va- 
riety of necessary improvements in the government of that 
country. With this view it was ray intention to establisli a 
considerable augmentation of our troops in Oude without de- 
lay, and to induce the Vizier to disband, under certain regu- 
lations, a ])roportional part of his own useless and dangerous 
force. I liad accordingly given ordei\s to llie llesident at 
Ijucknow to commence a negotiation with his Excellency for 
this desirable purpose, and had also directed the movements 
of sevend bodies of trooj>s in the provinces to be so arranged 
as to enable me, before tlie expiration of the cold season, to 
iiurrease our force in Oude considerably. Before, however, 
(lie Uesident at Lucknow could oixm the proposed negocia- 
lion with the Vizier, or had disclosed to him any part of my 
intended plans, his Excellency, of his own accord, made a 
proposition to the Resident which necessarily supersedes 
every other arrangement. 

111. For several months past bis l.^xcellency bad intimated 
to the llesident from time to time an earnest desire to commu- 
iiiciite to me an improved system for the government of Oude. 
But wbenevor the Resident had pressed bis Excellency for a 
more full explanation of the nature of the proposed arrange- 
ment in order that it might be transmitted to me, his. Excel- 
lency had evaded the discussion with evident symptoms of 
agitation. of mind. At length on ihe 12th of November, at 
an interview^ whicli his Excellency had himself desired (and 
it is important again to remark that at this period no propo- 
sition liad reached his Excellency from the Resident or from 
aie with relation to tlie increase of the force in Oude), his 
lixcelleney signified an anxious desire and a fixed determi- 
Jiation to abdicate altogether the government of Oude, and 
i’e(|uested the Resident to draw, for the purpose of being 
forwarded to me, the enclosed paper which I received last 
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IV. His Excellency a])poars to li.ive adopted the resolution 
of abdicating? the government u[)on the maturest deliberation. 
Your honourable Committee will observe that his Excellency 
declares this resolution to have originated in the reciprocal 
aversion subsisting between himself find his subjects (an 
aversion, which, on his part, he deckires to have grown into 
absolute disgust), and in his sense of his own incompetency 
from various other considerations, to administer the govern- 
ment either with satisfaction to himself or advantage to his 
people. But although such considerations may in some de- 
gree have influenced his Excellency’s determination, I am 
inclined to believe that the principal causes are to be traced 
in the timidity and the avarice of his disposition ; for it is 
proper to apprize your honourable Committee that he has 
intimated an expectation of being permitted to retire witli 
the treasures which he may have amassed. 

V. Y our honourable Committee will remark that the Resident 
has used several arguments, but without eftect, to dissuade 
his Excellency from the proposed abdication. If therefore 
his Excellency should ultimately persevere in this declared 
intention, it must be deemed entirely and absolutely his own 
voluntary act. 

VI. Whatever may have been the motives, or wdiatever shall 
be the ultimate decision of his Excellency on this occasion, it 
is my intention to profit by the event to the utmost practi- 
cable extent ; and I entertain a confident hope of being able 
either to establish, with the consent of the Vizier, the sole 
and exclusive authority of the Company wdthiu the province 
of Oude and its dependencies, or at least to place our interests 
in that quarter on an improved and durable foundation. 

VIL It occurs to me to be necessary to add in explanation of 
the close of the third paragraph of this letter, that although 
the necessity of a reform of the Vizier’s milit.ary establish- 
ments had been for a considerable time under discussion be- 
tween his Excellency and me, and liad even been fully ad- 
mitted by his Excellency, no detailed measures with a view 
to the execution of such a plan had yet been suggested, nor 
had my intention of immediately augmenting our force in 
Oude been communicated to his Excellency wlicn he opened 
his mind to the Resident at Lucknow, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

MoKNrN(iTON, 
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No. XLVI. 


The Efirl of Movnhigfon to the Right Honourable Lord Cliee. 

My Lord, Williaiu, 12tli Deo. 

This letter will be presented to your Lordship by a pre- 
late of the Armenian Church, the Archbishop and Nuncio of 
Mount Ararat. ^ 

Ho arrived here lately from Armenia, in his progress to 
visit the different Armenian churches in India, a septennial 
visitation of which takes place, as I understand, under the 
direction of the Chief Patriarch of the Armenian Church. I 
received the Archbishop of Ararat at my levee soon after his 
arrival here ; on this occasion he presented to me an address, 
subscribed liy himself and another Armenian divine (the 
Nuncio of tlerusaleni) congratulating me on the happy termi- 
nation of the late war with Tippoo Sultaun. 

As the Archbishop now proceeds in the discharge of his 
mission, to Fort St, George, I beg leave to recommend him 
to your Lordship’s countenance and attention during his re- 
sidence at the seat of your government. ^ 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Mountngton. 


No. XLVII. 

Lt.-Col. JEm, Kir hpat rich to Lt.^Col. fFilUani Scott, Ueiihleot at Lacjinow. 

Sir, Fort Williurn, 16th Dec. 179i>. 

I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor-Ge- 
neral to acknowledge the receipt of your letter to his Lord- 
ship, dated the 22nd of November,* containing a paper com- 
nmnicated by you to his Lordship in pursuance of the ear- 
nest injunction of the Vizier. 

1 have the honour to enclose an answer from his Lord- 
ship to that paper, together with a translation of the same in 
Persian. 


* See page 162, 
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His Lordship is pleased to authorize you to make sucli 
alterations in this paper (adhering to its general spirit and 
tenor) previously to the communication of it to the Vizier, as 
circumstances not at present in the knowledge of his Lord- 
ship may suggest to you to be necessary or advisable. You 
are even empowered not to deliver the paper to his Excel- 
lency if, previously to your receipt of it, his Excellency 
should either have actually acquiesced in the general tenor of 
the treaty forwarded to you on the 22nd ultimo, or have indi- 
cated a disposition to do so ; and you should have any rea- 
son to apprehend that the communication of this paper might 
have the effect of retarding or of otherwise disturbing the 
arrangements. His Lordship, however, is inclined to think 
that the train of reasoning contained in this document is 
equally calculated (by establishing the reasonableness and 
necessity of the motlihcation of his Excellency’s wishes pro- 
posed by his Lordship), to remove any objection which his 
Excellency may have started to the main principle of the 
treaty, and to confirm his approbation of it, should he have 
already acceded to it. 

In the event of your communicating to the A'^izicr the ac- 
companying paper, or the substance of it, you will previously 
affix to it a copy of the treaty transmitted to you on the 22nd 
ultimo, with such alterations in the same as you may liavc 
thought proper to adojit in consequence of the authority 
given you for this purpose. 

You will perceive that the enclosed answer of the (lover- 
nor-Cleneral to the pajier containing the formal annunciation 
of the Vizier’s determination to abdicate the (lovcrnincnt h 
silent on that passage of the letter which relates to tlic main- 
tenance of his Excellency’s name. The reason why his 
Lordship has not judged it necessary to notice this tppic is, 
that it did not appear to him to have originated with his lix- 
cellency, but to have arisen rather out of what had drojiped 
from you in the course of the discussion; a consideration 
wdiich, joined to the general character of the Vizier, disposes 
his Lordship to believe that his Excellency may not insi.st on 
this point. If, however contrary to the exjiectation of his 
Lord.ship, his Excellency should appear anxious on the sub- 
ject, his Lordship conceives it will be siiffieieiit to answer, 
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that as his Excellency’s absolute and formal abdication of the 
fToverninent is neither wislied for nor approved by liis Lord- 
ship, and that as his Excellency will not only retain, together 
witli his wealth, all his present distinctive honours and titles, 
but Will also possess the power of transmitting both to his 
heirs, there can be no more danger of the ex tinction of his name 
than attaches equally to every other human establishment. 

I am further directed by the Governor-General, to signify 
to you his Lordship’s desire, that you will furnish him as soon 
as possible, with a dcitailcd report of the causes which appear 
to you to have led to the recent and unexpected proposition 
of the V'izier. In reviewing this transaction, his liordship 
wishes you to consider Jind state particularly, whether his 
Excellency has in any, and in what degree, been indiienced on 
this occasion, by any of the measures adopted by his Lord- 
ship witli a view to the reform of his Excellency’s military 
establishments. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Wak Kiukpatiiick, Military Secretary. 

M'nwtc hf the (tOiurnor-GentroL 

Fort VVilliafn, HJth Deeeruher, 

The Ui/(ht Honourable the (iovcrnor-Geoeral buvinj^ received from the 
Resident atLucdvuowa paper in the Persian huij^iiai^e (with a translation of 
the same in Fincj^lish), prepared by the Uesidenl in conformity to Ihe desire 
of his h'xeelleney the Nawaub Vizier, and subs<?r|uenrly transmitte.l to 
the Gov(?riior-General, in consetpiencc of the earnest injunction of his 
Kxeellency ; atid the Governor-General having i;'iven the most attemtivo 
eoMsideratioii to the wishes of his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier expressed 
in that paper, the Resident is hereby commanded to address his Excellency 
ill the name of his Lordship, to the followini^ cifect ; — 

His Lordship is fully apprised of the various difliculties which obstruct 
the due administration of the Government of Oude in his Excellency's 
hands, as well as of the nature of those secret causes which disturb the 
tranquillity of his mind. The (joveriior-ticneral entirely concurring in the 
tmtli of his Excellency’s voluntary and candid declaration, that the u<lveise 
disposition, enmity and disobedience of his p<‘ople, added to the ncglii^ence 
of his ministers, render it iin]M)s-ihle for his Excellency to conduct the 
atiliirs of his Government, either with ease to himself or advantage to his 
^ulijects. 

'riie Govonior-Gcncral has observed, witli the most anxious concern, the 
inveterate ahuses which have disgraced every branch of the Civil Govern- 
ment of Omle, perverted the administration of justice, impaired the sources 
ol revenue, industry, and commerce, and destroycti the foundations of 
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public prosperity and individual happiness in tliat fertile, but declininjr 
country. Ilis Lordship has also lamented the unequivocal symptoms which 
have occurred within his own knovvledftfe, of the disorderly and rnutinou.s 
spiritof his Excellency’s army; of the refractory temper of a j^rcat proportion 
of his people, and of the g’cneral disaffection unhappily prevailing towards 
his Excellency’s person and Government. Tlie pre.ssnrc of these calamities 
has been much a/^sfravated, in his Lordship’s judgment, byhi.s certain con- 
viction of the litter insufficiency of any instruments or means which his 
Excellency’s own service or resoun^es can furnish, to repress evils of suidi 
magnitude, violence, and power. His Lordship, therefore, has always been 
.satisfied that the direct aid and interposition cif the Company’s Government, 
strengthened by the liberal confidence and cordial cooperation of his Excel- 
lency, were indispensably necessary to restore the welfare of bis people, 
the dignity of his Government, the security of his person and dominions, 
and the repose of his mind. 

Under these impressions, his Lordship repres^'iited to his Excellency the 
urgent nccc.ssity of a speedy reform in his Excellency’s military establish- 
ments, as a measure preliminary to the introduction of any ])ossiblc im- 
provements in other branches of the Government, and absolutely requisite 
for the immediate protection of his Excellency’s person and dominions 
against domestic treason or foreign invasion. 

His Excellency luis repeatedly declared the proposed reform to l>e indis- 
pensably necessary to the accomplishment of the salutary purposes already 
ciuiineratod, and in the same spirit of candour and justice has acknowledged 
this important measure to be impractleahlc without the aid and interpijsition 
of the British Government, employed to invigorate liis E.xcellcncy’s autho- 
rity, and to confirm his power. 

The Nawauh Vi/der’s abdication of the Government was never in the 
Governor-General’s couteinplation, nor has Ids Lordship ever deemed such 
a step to he necessary, with a view cither to the reform of tlie army or of 
the Government of Glide. /Fhc resolution which his Excellency has signi- 
fied, is therefore entirely novel to his Lordship’s mind, which ha<l never 
formed smy other view than to conciliate his Excellency’s entirj^ confidence 
in the power and wisdom of the Company, and hi.s cordial sicci;ptance of 
their assistance in correcting^ the abuses of which his Excidlcucy has com- 
plained, and in improving the administration of his affairs. 

The resolution to make an absolute and formal abdication of the Govern- 
ment having, however, originated in his Excellency’s mind, and being the 
result of his own free will and mature deliberation, grounded on incon- 
testible facts, and maintained by argiinicnts of considerable force, the 
Governor-General will distinctly state for the Nawauh Vizier’s considera- 
tion, such modifiations of his Excellency’s original resolution a.s appear to 
his liordship calculated to secure the just object which it is designed to 
accomplish, and the extensive interests which it involves. 

The Governor-General, however, must declare, without reserve, that he 
considers the formal abdication of the Navvauh Vizier, in the manner pro- 
posed by his Exeellcney, to he utterly incompatible with hi.s Excellency’s 
prop(»se(l objects, as well as with the security of every interest connected 
with ihe prosperity of Oude. 



1799 . 


LTEUT.-COLONEL W. SCOTT. 


161 


In considering the arguments on which his Lordship's objections are 
founded, it is necessary to state the nature and effect of his Excellency’s 
abdication according to the terms of his own proposition. 

The nature of the Nawaub Vizier’s proposition is, that he should relin- 
quish the Governmental together, quit Lucknow, and abstain from all inter- 
ference in the concerns of tlie country, that the Governor-General should 
nominate one of his Excellency’s sons to succeed to the. Miisnud, and to be 
placed on it by his Excellency’s own Irands ; that his Excellency should 
retire with possessions, which he states to be sufficient for his necessary 
expenses ; and finally, that the Governor-General should establish a provi- 
sioii for the expenses of his Excellency’s sons and of the other branches of 
his family. 

Whatever latitude the practice and laws of Hindostan may admit with 
regard to <piestions of succession to sovereign power, the Governor-General 

decidedly of opinion, that in the event of his Excellency’s abdication, no 
reasonable ground would exist for the exclusion of his Excellency’s eldest 
son. His Excellency’s abduration, therefore, on the terms proposed, must 
he. accompanied by the immediate accession of his Excellency’s eldest son 
to the Musnud. 

Uuth’r whatever terms or arrangements a successor might be placed on 
the Musnud, he must retain all the necessary responsibility and stale of 
that elevated situation, and must l»e rendered accountable for all the public 
drl)ts, and for all the arrears of the civil and military cstaldishmenis. The 
discharge of these demands, and the provision to he made for the unavoida- 
ble expenses of the Nawaub Ghauzee udecn Hyder Kliaun would necessarily 
diminish those funds which the Nawaub Saadut Ali Kbauii probably pro- 
])0!ios to reserve entire for his own separate use. Tfis Excellency the 
iNawmib Saadut AH cannot reasonably expect that those treasures which 
now fonn a part of his Excellency’s means of fulfilling his public engage- 
ments, and consequently a part of the Company’s semirity can [)c abso- 
lutely alienated from the Musnud of Oude, and the Nawaub Ghaiizee ii deen 
Hyder Khann subjected to the same engagements as the Nawaub Saadiit 
Ali, with reduced means of fulfilling them. , 

The Nawaub Saadut Ali, upon bis alnlication, would therefore deem it 
just to transfer a large portion of his treasures either to his successor or to 
llie ^^.ompany, and he would thus necessarily reduce in a proportionate 
tlegrce the funds allotted for his own private maintenance, 

Tt is for his Excellency’s serious consideration, whether the tranquillity 
of his mind would be restored by the establishment of his eldest sou in a 
situation which might produce a relaxation of filial duties, affections, and 
obligations, and might excite sentiments of distrust and jealousy, if not of 
Joiimogity and aversion. 

The Governor- General is persuaded that after his Excellency the Na- 
"liub Saadut Ali had actually abdicated the Government, bis Excellency 
would neither feel nor express any desire to resume sovereign authority, 
or to contend with the exalted dignity and power transferred to tlie hands 
of the Nawaub Ghauzee u deen Hyder Khaun. But the history of the 
world has proved that few princes have possessed the fortitude to remain 
II. M 
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fontcnt in retiroment after the abdicat'nin of soveroj^m power ; and tlie 
Nawanb Gliiiuzec u deeii Myder Khaiin^ advertini^ to historical examples, 
and to the uniform experience of former ai^c?, would always apprehend 
the ])08sihility of a chan/?e in the Nawaul* Saadut AliVs resolution, and 
would perpetually anticipate the revival of the spirit of ainhilion, of the 
desire of empire, ifrandeiir, and hoiuuir, the natural passions of ap-eat and 
noble minds. Snch apprehensions and jealousies in the mind of his lixoel- 
Icncy’s successor luif^lit produce the most fatal attempts against his I 5 xcel- 
leney’s repose, and even against liis personal safety. 

ITis Excellency states it to he his intention to <jutt huckmov after liis 
proposed abdication, hut does not expressly signify whether the jilace of 
his residence would he fixed w’ithiii the dominions of tlie. Nawauh (Thauzet 
u deeii llyder Khaun, or of the Company, ff his lOxcelhmcy, deprived of 
power, should remain in Oude, the disquietudes and dangers of his situa- 
tion would he greatly muUijdied in number, ami aggravated in effect. Tie 
would be surrounded l>y solicitude ami alarm, and menaced not only by the 
jcalousv of his successor, hut hy the enmity <if all those among his Excel- 
lency’s former snlijrcts, who may imw he dis«M)i)iented w'ith his Excellency’s 
Government, or (iisaftccted towards Ids person. 

Even if it were possible, in point of justice, that his l^xcidlency shoiiltl 
abdicate, reserving to himself the sole ])roperty in his entire treasure, and 
.should he sctrUMl in Oude, under the. government of the Nawauh Glianzee 
udeen Hyder Khann, wdtli such an immense mass of w^caltli, it is evident 
that his E\'c(*llency’s p<u‘il would he increased in proportion to the 
tilde of hi.s treasure; nor w'ould the Company erigrage to protect his Excel- 
lency’s property, or his personal safety, witldn the territories of Oude, 
under the govenunciLt of his biXccllcncy’s successor. 

Mis Excellency's danger wauld certainly he less w'ithin the Couipany’.> 
provinces, Imt it WMUjhl he too sanguine an cx|>eclation Tu suppose that 
anxiety and danger would not reach his retreat even iu that situation, 
while the IMiisnud of Oude .should be occupied by a successor suspicious of 
his Excelkricy'f^ intentions, and jealoics of his wealth. 

Omtlie whole, therefore, it wouhl he <*oiilrary to every principle of justice 
and good faith, that his Excellency should abdicate with this treasure, 
leaving his succt?ssor with reduced mcan.s to sati.sfv engagements contracted 
hy his Exeellency himself, and leaving the Company with a diininished 
security, and an increaseil charge to provide for the. defence of the eonntry, 
and for the niaiiitenane.o of his E.xcellencv’s numerous family. 

Even iViis arrangement would expose his Excellency to perpetual hazai’ii 
and vexation in his reiirement. 

His Kxccllcucy, however, being ineapalilc of insisting on any propo' 
sitiun, of whieh the injiisiice towanls hi.s successor and the (’oinpany i*' 
manifest, no alternative would he left hut to encroach ou the funds ilestined 
for his private niairiteiiance, and thus his abdication, accompanied liy the 
acccs.sion of one of his sons, would at once reduce his Excellency’s income, 
and aggravate the s<dicitu(le of hia mind. 

iSvich arc the objections to his Excellency’s abdication in the manner 
proposed hy liimself, as far us (hey relate to his individual comfort and 
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personal case, Tlie Governor-General, however, is satisfied that his Excel- 
lency vvould readily sacrifice these considerations to the advaiitaiye of his 
subjects ; and if the siirnnider of a lurifc portion of the funds retpiisitc for 
his Excellency’s private maintenance, if the degradation of hia dit^njity, the 
t xposiirc of Ills person to danger, and of his mind to perpetual airitation 
arid alarm, could secure a wise and just admiiiislration of the <ioverninent 
of Glide, or could restore the happiness of the people, the Governor- 
(leueral would applaud his Excellency’s benevolent determination to incur 
the pressure of such accumulated sulferiiif^s for the public ejood ; I)ut his 
liOrdship is satisfied that the Nawauh Saadut All’s abdication, accompanied 
by the accession of one. of his sons, wouhl he us injurious to the interests 
of the jieople of Oiide, as to those of the Nawauh Saadut Ali himself. 

The same wisdom and penetration which have opened to his Excellency’s 
view the real nature of the embarrassments in which he is involveil, and 
convinced him of his inability to extricate himscilf by his own exertions, 
will (njually satisfy him, that evils of suchmaonitude and inveteracy cannot be 
remedied otherwise than by the p^radiial and rejjular operation of a system 
of ariininistration founded on principles of .substantial justice and of true 
policy, and enforced fiy all the power and eneriry of the British Government. 

It must 1)0 obvious to his Excellency that tlie imiiiediate acces.sion of his 
f'ldest, or of any of his sons, to the Musnud, would he altogether incom- 
patible with the establishment of such a system. What rational hope 
could be entertained that any of these yomi^ princes would be competent 
to the correction of those evils which his Excellency himself, aided by all 
his knowlcdifo and eNperienee of public affairs, ha.s confc.sscd, him.self, 
unable to remedy. 

Under the administration of a succe.ssor, <lestitute of his Excelleney’s 
experience and kiiowled^^c, all the cxistinjv^ivils in the state and condition 
of the country of Gude would, of necessiiy, be aui»*mei)ted, and with the 
rapid increase of every abu.se in the Civil and Military Govcminenl, tlie 
dimmer of the country from foreign eiKMiiies, and the. ilomestic misery of 
tl>o i?)hal)itants, would l)e aggravatetl in an equal proportion. * 

luuig and severe experience has munife.sted the inefilcucy of any j^artial 
or imtireet interference of the British Goverament for the reform of the 
administration of Oude. The same causes which havti liitlierto frustrated 
every endeavour of the Company’s Government to accompli.sh that salu- 
tary ol)ject by the mere effect of advice and admonition, would continue 
to operate under every divided Government. No beneficial result can be 
expected from the utmost effort.^ of the wisdom and justiee of the Com- 
pany whilst another power shall exist in the country to exclude the intro- 
duction of every salutary reform, or to counteract its operation. 

If a wise system of admini-stration could be establislied and enforced 
uiiiler a <livided authority, his Excellency must he sensible that his own 
irovermnent afforded the most favourable prospects to the Company; the 
Governor-Generul confidently expected to find in his Excellency the Na- 
'vaub Saadut Ali whatever the personal character of the Sovereign of 
Giuli‘ <!ouId supply to counteract the inherent defects in the Irame of tlie 
f«owrnment. rhe sense entertained by his Excellency of his own diffi- 
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cultics an(! tlie iinrcscrv*v1 toininunieation winch lie has made of their 
causes, atford the stronj^csl plcdj^cs of hij< sincere disposition to elfeet a 
substantial refi>rin. If with these inclinations on the part of his Excel- 
leinry, and vvith the anxi<‘ty «f the British Ooverninent for the estahlish- 
raent of a jnst and eftiei(Mit system of a<lmiiiistrali()n throuj^ljout the 
eountry of Oiide, botli parties now despair of accomplishing^ their cotn- 
mon views under the present eonstitntion of the (lovermnent what pro- 
spe<rt can remain of sueli improvement iindel* a successor whose youth and 
inexperience, rni^^ht not only render him iiiscnsihle to the present system 
of abuse, but miiijht expose him to the evil inlluence of e\ery person inte- 
rested in its perpetuation? If, therefore, the Nawaub Vizier should be 
disposed to rclirupiish a lar<^e portion of his treasure for the purpose of 
substituting' one of his sons on the IVIusnud, the Governor-General must 
ohjeet to such an an‘anf(einciit ; because he is eonvinced that, under siicb 
a successor, the present abmsive system of Government would become 
absolutely incorrigible, and the inhabitants of Unde would be exposed to 
the utmost extremity of distress. 

But let his Kxcellency seriously reflect on the situation of his successor, 
depris'cd of the treasures of the State, and possessing’ no (»tljcr resource 
than the current collections from the country to provide for the arrears of 
the civil and military estabJishiueiits, for the sums due to the native public 
creditors, and for the necessary expenses of the Government. The Go- 
vernor-General is persuadtvl that his Excellency will ackiiowled^^e the 
necessary operation of such an arrangement on the condition of the 
people. 'I'hoir suttcriiu,»‘s must accumulate in proportion to the emharrass- 
inents of the Prince on the Musuud ; and the result must inevitably be a 
state of o*ener;il confusion, and ultimately of desolation and tiespair. 

With re«nr(l to the interests .of the Company, they are inseparably con- 
nected with the safety of his Excellency, and vvith the prosperity of Uiidc ; 
every objection, therefore, to his Excellency's abdication aHectiiij** either 
of these important olijects, must be considered to apply with equal force 
to the .security and honour of the British Government. But his Excel- 
lency's proposition involves the Immediate interest of the (Vimpaiiy di- 
rectly, and in the most serious and important articles (»f its military re- 
sources, and of the protection and defence of its own dominions. 

His Jilxcellency was placed on the IMiisnud by tbe justice of the British 
Government, and has been maintained in that hijf^h situation by the British 
Power; and he is bound ti)wards the Company by ceruin public eiijfa^e- 
juents, the just performance of which it is equally the duty of his Excel- 
lency and of the Governor-General to secure. Since his Excelleney^s 
accession In; has been enabled to make a considerable addition to his trea- 
sure, while the arrears of certain l)ranche.s of the public establi.shmerits 
have increased, and no provision has heeu made for tlieir discharge. Under 
these eireiimstaiiccs, his Excellency’s retirement from the Government in 
f:i^ourof any other .'<ucr(?.ssor than the Company would indeed exonerate 
hia l’'x(;ell(mi‘y Irorn his engag(‘monls under the late treaty ; ami (on the 
condilion.s .stated by his Kxcelleucy) would leave him in possession of 
whatever public frcasiire has <le‘voivcd to him by the removal of Vizier 
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All, or has siiifc heeri amimulatcdhy liimself, under flu* protoction <ir 
the Company. But the emharrassinents of the state of Oiule and of rlit*. 
Company would he au«»riiented in the same jiroportion in whieh his Excel- 
lency would be relieved. Mis Excellency’s successor would he left in a 
situation of the utmost distress, with resources utterly iiiadeijuate to the 
p^esent payment of the subsidy; while tlic security of the Company for 
the future payment of that demand would ho shaken to the foundation by 
the desperate state of the country. I’he Covernor-Genoral has already 
ail verted to this arpimenl in prccediiijr passaj^es of this paper; hut the 
panicular obligations of tlie arduous trust reposed by the (himpany in his 
own person compel his Lordship to declare that, on this }(roun<} alone, (if 
no other objection ha 1 existed) lie should have deemed himself coinpidled 
by his duty towards his country, and towards the English Coinpanj*, to 
discountenance and even to oppose the retirement of his Excellency from 
tlie (iovcrnrnent of Oude, on the conditions of his appropriating a share 
of the public treasure to liis own use, and of his leaving at the same time 
a successor on the MuMuid, hound by the treaty whieh his Excellency con- 
cliuled with 8ir John Shore, hut deprived by his Excellency of the power 
of executing its stipulations. 

His Lordshij) also declares his opinion, that the interests of the (Join- 
paiiy would lie directly injured by a transfer of the Musnud of Oude (even 
if ucconipani(*d by a transfer of the whole treasure) to one of his Excel- 
IcMiey’s sons, because none of those young Princes can he so well qualified 
as his hJxcellency to discharge either the dntie.^5 of alliance and friendship 
towards the Company or those of protection towards the ]ieople of (Jude. 

Having thus enumerated the obstacles which preclude the (Jovenior- 
GeneraPs acijuiescence in the Nawauh Vizier’s proposition as coinmuai- 
eated by his Excelleney’s command. Ids Lordship submits to his Excel- 
lency’s consideration in the annexed draft of a treaty, an arrangement 
whieli appears calculated to reconcile his Excellency’s ilesire of retiring 
from the (Jovernment of Oude with the principles of naticmal justice, 
sound policy, and public faith, as well as with those of personal dignity, 
security, an<l honour. , 

The (iovernor-OeneraJ adheres to the judgment whicdi he f)riginally 
formed respceling the (lovenimerit of Oude, retaining a firm conviction 
that it can never he atliniidstered with ease to Ids Excellency, or with ad- 
vantage to his subjects, without the direct introduction of tlui Britisli 
jiower ; and his Lordship also continues of opinion, that his Excellency 
may be enabled to invigorate and amend the administration of the Oovern- 
Ti.ent of Oude, and also to secure for himself a safe and digiiilied retreat 
from the cares and dangers of his present situation witliout proceeding to 
the exinuiiity of a formal abdication of the Musnnd. 

The (lovernor-General, however, is willing to accede to the Nawaub 
Vizier’s desire of retiring from Lucknow, and Ids Excellency may rely on 
the most anxious exertions of the British Guverninent to ad'ord him every 
•Icnioiistratioji of respect and attachment wherever he may fix the place of 
his retirement. It must he evident to the wisdom of the Nawaub Vizier 
tluii the evil dispositions, enmity, and disobedience, of which his Excel- 
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Iciicy now complains, as wcJl as those causes which have witlnlrawn his 
iiiiiid from the (joveniincnt of Oiulc, and disgusted him with his present 
situation, must ever expose his resi<lem*e in any part of Oude to disquie- 
tude and disturhance. His Lordship, therefore, strongly recommends, 
that Ins Exeellcjicy should fix the seat of his future residence within the 
Company’s dominions. 

His Excellency appears to he fully convinced not only that it will e;ver 
he iuipossihlc to a[)|)iy an eflfectnal remedy to any of the evils existing in 
the state of <.)m!e, while a divided authority shall he exercised in the 
country, hut that no other power than the British Government is compe- 
tent to exercise a single and indivi<lual authority over tliat extensive empire 
for the beneficial purposes of restoring public order, internal tranquillity, 
ami external strength. 

"riie <iovernor-General, therefore, advises the Nawauh Vizier to vest the 
exclusive administration of the civil and tniJitary Government of Oude and 
its dependencies in the hands of the Company, v\nth such ample ])Owcr3 as 
shall enable the Company to act with vigour and promptitiKle in every 
branch and department of th<; Slate. 

Tin; Navvaiib A'izier is well ajiprized that no temporary power can be 
efiicient. Insttibllily in the constitution of a Government is the source of 
languqrand weakness in all its operations. 1'hc subjects of a temporary 
(loveriiment are perpetually agitated by fclu' expectation of change; and 
the Government itself cannot establish any systematic or coniprehcnsive 
plan of administration. In such a state, mutual doubt and uncertainty 
destroy that <‘oufidenco svliicdi forms the. most stdid foundation of the reci- 
procal <luties of allegiance aial protection between iluj people an<I the 
governing power. 

"Flic Nawaiif) V'izier, liy liis own voluntary declarations, and by the 
extra«iniiuary comuninicalion wiiich be has directed to be made to the 
Goveriior-Iicneral, has imposed on his fmrdship a solemn duty of the 
utmost delicacy, but of the most comprehensive extent ; affecting the 
dearest and ijjost valuabh; intenistsS of a g reat Liu pin;, m>t merely for the 
presenf moment, but to the most remote period of time; and touching the 
honour of the British name, cis long as that name shall be comnicmorateil 
among uiankimi. This duty is to be discharged with re.speet tovvards his 
lixecllciicy, but with a freedom proportioned to the importance and solem- 
nity of the occasion, ^^'ith tliesi; sentiinents, in replying to tlie Navvaiili 
Vizier’s communication, his Lordship conceives himself to he bound to 
consult the permanent and perpetual interests of the inhabitants of Oude 
in the establishment of a just and wise system of government, on such 
solid foundations as shall assure its continuance, by the best securities 
which the nature of circumstances can afford in this quarter of the 
globe. 

The Governor-General, therefore, strongly recommends that the powers 
to i)e. vested by the, Nawauh Vizier in the (’ompauy shall be ])erpetual in 
duration, a-s well as am[)le in cxteni ; and his Lordship, in the name <»f 
the Knglisli (^>mp:iiiy, hereby declares, that he will not a<*ce|)t the adrui- 
iiistratioii ot the GHvcrmnciit of Oude under a limited or tcmpiirarv coin - 
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inissioij ; heciuise such a oouunisiiiun would only serve to delude tlie 
Nawaiih Vizier, Jiis subjects, and thei Ct)iiipaiiy» by vain expectations of a 
veforiu, which could neither be ellectual nor pcnnaueiit. 

With these preliminary observatioii.s, the Governor-General requests the 
attention of the Nawaub Vizier to the articles of the annexed draft of a 
treaty, which his Lordship trusts will be found to contain the most liberal 
provision for bis Excellency and bis family, as well as the most salutary 
urranj 4 'ement for the Governineht of Oude. 

If his Excellency should be pleased to conclude a treaty on the basis of 
the annexed draft, Lientonant-Coloiiel Scott is furnished with full powers 
for the purpose. Tlie Nawaub Vizier’s retirement from Lucknow may be 
HccornplishtHl at any period of time most convenient to him, without any 
formality offensive to the honour or dignity of his Exccdlency; and as it 
has been generally understood that the Governor-General’s public duties 
may detain his liordship for some time to come within the Company’s pro- 
vinces, liis Excellency might retire from Lucknow at a proper season for 
the ostensible purpose of meeting his Lordship either at Benares, or at 
any place to be appointed in Baliar or Bengal. In tlie mean while his 
Excellency must be sensible that every consideration of his own security 
and interests, as well as of the peace of Oude reipiires, that no part of 
this important transaction should transpire until the necessary arrangc- 
jueiits shall be sulliciently mature to admit of its linal disclosure. 

With this view the Governor-General trusts that the Nawaub Vizier will 
iitFord e.very facility towards the augmentation of the British force in Oude, 
as well as to its dlsrri!>utlon, in such manner as the Resident shall ret^om- 
mend. 

'Die Nawaub \nzicr will consider the contents of this paper to be de- 
rived exclusively from his Excellency’s own unsolicited and unsuggested 
proposition, aa aigniruid to the Resident on the I2th of November, 171111- 

If his Excellency’s wisdom should dispose him to decline any arrango- 
incnt founded on the annexed draft of a treaty, the Governor-General 
most earnestly ami anxiously solicits his Excellency to advert, with all 
practicable despatch, to tlie indispensable necessity of adopting cJlecUial 
measures for the reform of his military establishments previous to the 
eonelusion of the present favourable season. His Lonlsbip relies on the 
Nawaub Vizier’s repeated assurances, that this most urgent and important 
oliject will neither be frustrated nor delayed. 


Mokninoton. 
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No. XLVIII. 

The / Izicr of Oude to the Earl of Mornington. 

Received at Fort William, 21st December, ’ 

I have just now understood from a letter received by Colonel 
Scott from Colonel Collins, that Rajah Pertaub Sing, of Jye- 
pore, liaving secured the assassin, Vizier Ali, had delivered 
him up to Colonel Collins, and that officer was proceeding 
with him in safe custody to this quarter ; intimation of which 
pleasing intelligence afforded me the sincerest joy and satis- 
faction. This event must be attributed to the wisdom and 
prudence of the Company’s Government, and to the fear 
entertained of their power and influence, and will doubtless 
be an example and disappointment to the enemies of the two 
states. May the just and righteous God ever in this manner 
abandon and punish the enemies of our respective govern- 
ments, and may he prosper to all friends, this grateful intel- 
ligence. 

I hope from your Lordship’s kindness, that, deeming me 
desirous of receiving the pleasing accounts of your Lordship’s 
health, you will continue to gratify me with letters until 1 
may have the pleasure of a personal intercourse with your 
Lordship. 

A true Translutu)!!, 

N. 13 . EdMON STONE. 


No. XLIX. 

Lieutenant-General Stuart to the Earl of Mornington, 

My Lord, Head Quarters, Bombay, 2l3t December, 1799. 

As the returning ships of the season are preparing to leave 
this port, I cannot think of quitting India without conveying 
to your Lordship my grateful acknowledgments for the nume- 
rous instances of attention with which you have been pleased 
to honour me, and to expiTiss my unfeigned sentiments of 
veneration for your eminent character. The full establish- 
ment of the British limpire in India has been accomplished 
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under your Lordsliip’s administration. By the energy and 
wisdom of your councils, the English arms have been directed 
to the most decisive and resplendent conquest that has been 
achieved in any age. But a discerning mind, my Lord, will 
not fail to resj^ect the moral goodness of your Cjovernment, 
and to distinguish on a scale, even superior to victory, the 
uniform exercise of authority for virtuous purposes. 

I shall not engage your Lordship’s time further, at present, 
than to inform you that I have taken my passage on the 
Woodford^ and expect, finally, to sail from the coast of Ma- 
labar in the first week of February. It will afibrd me infinite 
satisfaction to receive any commands that you may have for 
Ejigland previous to my departure ; and although I cannot 
flatter myself of being of any service to you in tliat country, 
I beg you to accept of my fervent wishes for the continued 
prosperity of your Lordship’s administration of these invalua- 
ble possessions, — and I have the honour to remain, with 
perfect respect, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithfid, obliged, 
and devoted servant, 

J. Stuart. 


No. L. 

Thr Honoufahh; P. Mnnher of Comwil^ tv (he Karl of Morninfffon, 

My Lord, 1st Januurv, IJ^oo. 

Nothing can be so cordially grateful to mo, as any mark 
of your Lordship’s favour. A seal of Tippoo Sultaun’s the 
gift ofyour Lordsliip, is indeed a most auspicious commence- 
ment of the new year. May it bring your Ijortlship, if it is 
possible, an increase of glory. No length of time can ever 
weaken in the slightest degree, my sensations at the prodigies 
we have seen in the East in the year 1799, or my admiration 
of the talents and great (jualities that could give them in so 
short a space, both birth and maturity. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect. 
Your Lordship’s highly honoured 
and most faithful Servant, 

P. Speke. 



170 


I.IEtIT.-c;ENl!RAL JfAKRIS. 


Jan. 


No. LI. 

The Honunrable IVHiUim Coirpety Member of Council, to the Earl of 
Mornington, 

My Lord, Calcutta, Jjiniiary, 1st, 1800. • 

I am highly honovired and gratified by the receipt of your 
liord ship’s note, and the seal which accompanied it. I wdll 
ever keep it in memory of the great and glorious events of 
this past year, and iillow me, my Lord, to add, that I shall 
never look upon it without emotions of grateful respect and 
attachment for the noble donor. 

1 have the honour to subscribe myself, my liord. 
Your Lordship’s faithful and devoted Servant, 

William Compkr. 


No. LII. 

(Military Department.) 

Fort William, January I lib, ISOO. 
Minute by the Governor General, 

I tliiiik it pro[)cr to record the annexed papers for the 
information of the members of the Council, and of the Honour- 
able the Court of Directors. 

To the Earl <f Morningtony I\.P. 

My Lord, Madras, Novcinbea* I2lh 1/99. 

Tl\e army which by your Lordship’s directions, proceeded 
to the capital of the late Tippoo Sultaun, and achieved the 
coiKjuost of Mysore, resolved upo!i the plains of Seringapatam, 
to re<iLiest your Lordsliip’s acceptance of a star and badge of 
the order of St. Patrick, made from the jewels of the Sultaun^ 
as a mark of their liigh respect. 

In the name, and the desire of that army, I have 
now the lionour to present your Lordship with the star and 
badge. 

In performing this pleasing duty, 1 am proud to feel and 
to acknowledge, that the splendid success of tJie late ccimpaign 
must, under divine Providence, be in justice referred to the 
instructive wisdom and characteristic energy of your Lord- 
.ship- s councils. TJiose councils Jiave .formed a memorable 
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era in the history of India. From their effects the Company 
Jias ^(ainecl a new source of increasing" pros}>erity, and in their 
operation the wide spread interests of the British empire in 
the East, being consolidated and raised on a firm and durable 
basis, have attained an eminence of tdevation and security 
hitherto unknown* 

The glory of having been made by your Lordship instru- 
mental to the acquirement of some of these inestimable 
advantages, excites in my mind feelings of satisfaction and 
gratitude, which no language can adequately convey. 

A copy of the letter to me from Major-General Floyd, 
President of the Prize Committee, I have the honour to 
enclose.* 

I remain with the highest respect, 

Your Ijordship’s 

very faithful and devoted humble Servant, 

George HarrIvS, 

Lieut*-General and Comrnander-in-Chief 
of his Majesty's and the Honourable Com- 
pany’s Forces, on the coasts of Coromandel 
and Malal)ar* 

♦ Enclosure. 

To Lieut .-‘(irnernl flurriny Cmmmniler->hi-Vh[ef\ ^'c. 

Sir, Choultry Plain, November 

The army, that iiiuler your eoinmaiirl aehicvcMl the eonejuest of tlur empire 
t)f the late Tip|)t»o Siiltaun, in the spring of tliis year, being an^:ioiis to 
t'ffer the Earl of Mornington, K.P. Governor-General, whose wisdom pre- 
pared ainl directed tliat event, some marks of its high esteem, has caused 
a star and badge of the order of St. Patrick to i>e prepared, in which as 
uiany of the jewels as could be found suitable, where, taken from the trea- 
\sury of Ti])poo. 

1 have now the pleasure of sending you the same, in a gold box and a 
wooden case. 

I have the honour to i*e«|uesl you will be pleased to present the star and 
badge to tln^ Earl of IMoniiiigtcm, in the name of the army, as a mark of 
its respect. 

I have the honour to hr, Sir, 

Your most obedient, and most humble Servant, 

J. Floyh, M.G. Presuleut Prize Cuminittce. 
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To his Excellency I General Harris, Commanrler-in-Chuif of his Ma- 
jesty's and the Honourable Comyanyi^s Forces, on the Coasts of Coromandel 

and Malabar. 

Sir, Fort Williuin, January 7th, 1800. 

Any mark of the respect -of that gallant army, which achieved the cori- 
cjiicst of Mysore, must ever he esteemed by me as a distiiigiiished honour.* 

The resoliiOon now communicated to me by your Excellency, having 
been adopted by the army in the hour of vjftory, and on the field of con- 
quest, afibrds a most .satisfactory testimony of their intention to associate 
iny name with the memory of their unexampled triumph. 

Under this impression, the sentiments of publicr zeal and the just sense 
of honourable ambition, concur to render me sincerely desirous of accepting 
the gift of the arrny> and wearing it as an emblem of their glory, and of 
their good will towards me. 

I am satisfied that it never was in the contemplation of the legislature 
of Great Britain, to prohibit the acceptance of such honorary marks of 
distinction; but an attentive examination of the laws relating to the Govern- 
ment of the British possessions in India will convince your lilxcellency, 
that I could not accept the gift, which you present to me in the nairie of 
the army, without violating the letter of existing statutes, and without 
creating a precedent, which might hereafter become tlie source of injury 
to the public service. 

I must therefore reque.st your Excellency, in assuring the army of luy 
high estimation of the honour which they design to confer upon me, to 
signify that my acceptance of it is precluded hy the positive letter of 
the law.^ 

I return your Excellency my thanks for the obliging expressions of your 
letter; it is the unfeigned wish of my heart that your Excellency may long 
enjoy the grateful recollection of your eminent public .services; and that you 
and the unrivalled army employed in the late gloritnis war, may receive from 
your king and country every public demonstration of the same sentiments 
of admiration, gratitmle and affectionate respect, which your cv)nduct has 
fixcitc<l,tljrouglioat the British empire in India. 

I have the honour to be with the greatest esteem ami regard. Sir, 
Your Exeelicncy's most faithful Servant, 

Morninoton. 

* The Guveriior-Gencral in the following letter to the Cluiirinan of the. 
Court of Directors, had jirevioiisly signified his intention to decline accept- 
ing the star. 

To the Chairman of the Honourable Court of Directors. 

Dear Sir, Fort St. George, filh August, 

You will perceive hy the public papers, that the army have come to 
a resolution to present me with a diamond star, as a testimony of their 
respect. 

Although I feel highly gratified at the favourable opinion, which an army 
so distinguished for their gallantry and exertions entertain of iny conduct, 

I have upon full considerati»)ii, determined to decline this mark of honour, 
and it is my intention to signify to the army, the grounds on which I have 
formed this decision, whenever the honour intended shall be oflered to me. 
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No. LIII. 

'Hie Earl of Morninfftnuy to FAeul.-Geiwrnl Stuart, Sea. 

Fort William, 1 2th .January, 1800. 

. I have had the honour to receive your several letters, of the 
dates noted in the margin; the last announcing your intention 
of embarking for Euro* early in the month of February. I 
lament extremely, that the state of your health should compel 
you to adopt this measure ; and I shall regret with a .sincerity 
proportionate to my high sense of your professional charac- 
ter, the loss which the public service will sustain by your 
departure from India. 

I am much obliged to you for your suggestion relative to 
those islands of the Lacadives and Maldives, which formed 
])art of the dominions of the late Tiijpoo Sultaun ; and I pro- 
pose hereafter to give the necessary directions on that subject. 
These possessions certainly depended either on Malabar or 
on Canara ; and in either case, the sovereignty of them has 
devolved on the Company. Whether it may be expedient to 
take formal possession of them, is a question for future con- 
sideration. 

I request you will convey my thanks to Captain Walker, 
for the supplementju-y memoir on Malab.ar, enclosed in your 
letter of the 2nd November. I have received great satisfac- 
tion from his several able comiminications on that subject, and 
I entertain so high a sense of his talents, integrity, knowledge, 
and general character, that after your departure from India, 
it would be very satisfactory to me, if I could induce him to 
enter into my family. Having however, no situation to offer 
him but that of aid-de-camp, I fear his interests might suffer 
by the ai-rangement. My intention is to endeavour to select 
.at all times, from the Presidencies of Fort St. George and 
Bombay, officers of high character, qualified to give me infor- 
mation with 3 ‘egard to the local details of each Presidency. I 
found the greatest advantage under this plan, in the assistance 
of Major Beatson previously to the late war; and I am satis- 

At present, the intention of the army has only appeared in the resolution 
of their Prize Committee. I trust that you and the Court of Directors 
will approve my conduct in this respect. 

I have the honour to he, &c. &c. 

MoRNtNOTON. 



171' THE (SOVERNOR-fJENETlAL IN COHNCTT., TO Jan, 

fled that Captain Walker’s services might be employed witli 
great public benefit in my family. 

You carry with you to Europe my most cordial good wishes 
and sincere regret for your departure; if my anxious and 
repeated reconunerulation can liave any effect, you will meet 
with the just rew^ard of your eminent services upon your return 
to your native country; it will give%nc great satisfaction to 
learn that justice has been done to my washes, and to your 
merits. 

Believe me with great respect and esteem, Sir, 

Your most faithful and obliged Servant, 

Mornington. 


No. LIV. 


The Governor General in Council to the Ifononrahlr Court o f Directors, 

lloNOURABLr. Sirs, Fort WilHam, IStli Jurniary, 1800. 

In conformity to the intention expressed in our letter of 
the 31st ultimo from tliis department, wc shall now enter into 
a detail of tlie negotiations opened at Poonah, under the di- 
rection of the right honourable the Governor-General, in con- 
sequence of the treaty of Mysore. 

It is necessary, how<?ver, to prtanise that soon after the 
capture of Seringapatam the Governor-General thought it 
proper to apprize the Resident at Poonah, that he did not 
intend to admit tlie Peislnva to an equal participation with 
the Company and tlu* Nizam of the advantage's resulting 
from the success whicli had crowaied the efforts of the com- 
bined Armies. Mis Lordship observed, on this occasion, that 
in strict justice the Peishwa was entitled to no share what- 
ever in these advantages, nor could the Court of Poonah, 
acting as it had done during tlie w^ar, found the slightest 
claim upon tlie terms of any assurances whicli had been 
made to it on the part of the British Government. Consi- 
derations of policy would, however, his Lordshij) remarked, 
incline him to extend the benefits actpiired by the exclusive 
exertions of the Company and of the Nizam, even to the 
Peishwa, faithless as his conduct had been. Of the cessions 
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which on this ground it might be expedient to make to the 
iMiihratta Government, his Lordvship could not then state tlie 
precise extent, since, lu the decision of such a (jucstion, miKdi 
would de])end on the behaviour of tlie Peishwa under the 
new' posture of allairs, and much on the dispositions which 
he should indicate towards the Nizam. 

Tills communication w#5 made to the Resident, with a view’^ 
to enable him to regulate his language w'ith regard to any 
expectations or hopes which lie might understand the 
Peishw a to have formed in consequence of the overthrow of 
the Government of Mysore. 

The Governor-General, at a very early period after the 
reduction of Seringapatam, conceived the design of accom- 
plishing the whole of the arrangement with the (^oiirt of 
Poonali, sketched out in the instructions of the Stli of July, 
to (volonel Palmer by means of the territorial cessions, 
which it was now' in the power of his Lordship to make to 
the Peishwa. The establisliment of a subsidiary British 
force at Poonab still apiieared to bis Lordship to be a most 
desirable measure, although its im]>ortance had been much 
diminished by the conquest of Mysore. But whether a re- 
newal of tills proposition, under the actual circumstances, 
should prove acceptable or not to the Court of Poonab, tliere 
were some parts of the original plan of alliance on wdiicli his 
Lordship declared it to be liis determination absolutely to 
insist, as indispensable, preliminaries to any cession of terri- 
tory whatever to the Peishwa. Such was a complete adjust- 
ment under the arbitration of the British Government of 
every point then at issue between the Courts of Poonab and 
Hyderabad, as well as an engagement to abide by the arbi- 
tration of the Comjiany on all future points of difference 
which might arise betw^een the Courts. Such also was the 
perpetual exclusion of the French from the territories and 
armies of the Peislnva and a defensive alliance against any 
French invasion of India. 

'rhe Resident was subsequently directed by the Gover- 
nor-General, wdiile the negociations for the final settlement of 
Mysore w^ere yet depending to take the first opportunity of 
assuring the Peishwa of the sincere disposition of the British 
Government (notwithstanding all tliat had passed) to culti- 
vate his friendship, and to promote his interests, and to in- 
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form him that it was intended under certain conditions (the 
justice and moderation of which were indisputable) to make 
a considerable cession of territory to him, provided his con- 
duct should not, in the interval, be such as to render all 
friendly intercourse with him incompatible with the honour 
of the British government. This reservation was suggested 
by a suspicion that the Mahratta foices on the southern fron- 
tier of that state had been secretly ordered by the Peishwa 
to enter and take possession of some of the; ce)ntiguoiis dis- 
tricts of the conquered countr}', subsequently to his learning 
the fall of Seringapatam. 

It liaving become necessary about this time tliat the army 
in Mysore should make a movement in the direction of the 
northern frontiers, the Resident at Poonali was further di- 
rected to assure the Peishwa in the most unequivocal terms 
(for the purpose of removing any impressions of jealousy or 
fear which that movement might create) tlmt the measure had 
no other object than to secure the tranquillity and good order 
of our recent conquests ; and that nothing could be more re- 
mote from the intentions of the Governor-General, or those 
of Lieutenant-General Harris (acting under his Lordship’s 
orders) than to offer any degree of violence to the Mahratta 
territory. The same conciliatory and amicable declarations 
were directed to be made to Dowlut Rao Scindia, 

Your honourable Court will observe that those articles of 
the Treaty of Mysore relative to the Peishwa, were framed 
in exact conformity to the intentions of the Governor-Ge- 
neral as announced by his liOrdship to the Resident at Poo- 
nah so early as the 23rd of May.'^ 

That treaty being ratified by the right honourable the Go- 
vernor-General in Council at Fort St. Gcqrge on the 26tli of 
June, w^as transmitted on the same day to the Resident at 
Hyderabad, who, upon its ratification by bis Higlmess the 
Nizam, was directed to forwjird without delay a copy of the 
same to the Resident at Poonah. Colonel Palmer w^as in- 
structed immediately on receipt of the treaty, to communicate 
it to the Peishwa, and to invite him to accede to it. The 
mode in which it appeared to the Governor-General to be 
expedient tlmt the Peishwa should accede to the treaty of 


See page J 2. 
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Mysore, being by a separate treaty to be concluded between 
his Higliness and the Company, a draft of such a treaty was 
transmitted by his Lordship’s orders to the Resident- 

Colonel Palmer was desired by the Governor-General to 
suggest any alterations or amendments in this draft which 
might appear to him advisable ; but if no point arose requir- 
ing a deviation from the fundamental principles of the pro- 
posed treaty, and of his Lordship’s instructions, the Resident 
was directed and empowered to proceed to the completion of 
such treaty without further reference to the Governor-Ge- 
neral. 

Although the Governor-General was anxious, if the subsi- 
diary force should be applied for, that it should be made 
permanent; yet the importance of establishing a British 
force at Poonah in the actual crisis was such, that his Lord- 
wship signified to the Resident, that he was disposed to ac- 
cede even to a temporary arrangement for that j)urpose, pro- 
vided the period was made definite, and not too short. This 
qualification appeared necessary to his Lordship, because it 
was obvious that w^ithout it the expense of providing the new 
military force might suddenly become an additional and em- 
barrassing burden upon the finances of the Cornpatiy. 

With a view to obviate, as far as possible, any objection 
by the Court of Poonah to the article relative to the subsi- 
diary force, on the ground of expence, the (jovernor-(3eneral 
endeavoured (respecting the Mahratta collections in Surat) 
to provi<le tlie means of relieving the Peishwa, in a consi- 
derable degree from the burden of the subsidy. Nor was 
it improbable that the government of Bombay would he dis- 
posed to allow to the I’eishwa, by way of commutation for 
his claims in Surat, a much larger sum than he ever had, or 
could have derivetf from that source of revenue. At a sub- 
sequent period Colonel Palmer was empowered, as an addi- 
tional means of facilitating his negociation, to treat for the 
cession of Bancoot, or Fort Victoria, to the Peishwa. 

The counter propositions of the court of Poonah, founded 
on those which had been submitted to the Peishwa on the 
part of the Governor-General, were delivered to Colonel Pal- 
mer on the 16th June, find transmitted by liiin to his liordship 
on the following day. Your honourable (.’ourt will observe, 

VOL. fU N 
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that the plea of inability to fulfil its engagements, stated by 
the Court of Poonah in the 5th article of the Peishwa’s pro- 
positions is a direct admission that the Maliratta state was 
not entitled to any share of the conquered territories of My- 
sore, for whatever might be their inclination, nothing less than 
an effective co-operation in the field could have been docme<l 
to amount to such a performance of their engagements, as 
could constitute the foundation of a right to participate in 
our recent conquests ; but even their inclination had been at 
least equivocal, and by the continued intercourse with the 
enemy, they had precluded themselves from the benefit of 
the Resident’s declaration, made in tlie CJovernor-Gericrars 
name, under the express condition of their renouncing all 
such intercourse during the war. Their conduct in the for- 
mer war could not serve as a plea to justify a totally different 
behaviour in the late oije. It might as well have been con- 
tended, that the Nizam should be now punished for his want 
of zeal in the former war, as that the Mahrattas should now 
be rewarded for their alacrity at that period. 

On these grounds, the Governor-General directed the Re- 
sident to explain distinctly to the Pcishwa, that his Lordship 
could not consent to negociate with him under any admission 
of his right to an equal, or to any share oi* the dominions of 
the late Tippoo Sultaun ; and that whatever cessions might 
he made to him from those territories, must he deemed gra- 
tuitous on the part of the Company and of the Nizam, ex- 
cepting in as far as they should be compensated by corres- 
pondent concessions on the part of the Peishwa. 

By a letter from the Resident at Poonah, dated the 
June, the Peishwa’s minister did not scruple to express a 
hope that his Court would be admitted to an equal share i>f 
the coiKjuered Territory of Mysore. ’'Such a pretension 
appeared to the Govcrnor-Gen(?ral the more extravagant and 
untenable, as his Lordship did not admit even the Nizaiifs 
claim to ctjnal partition, for although a share of free territo- 
rial revenue, holdeii in direct sovereignty had been assigned 
to His Highness the Nizam, equal to that of the same descrip- 
tion retained by the Company, yet His Highness’s right 
extended only to a share of the conquests, proportioned to 
his expence and exertions in the war, and if any advantage 
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luul been given to tlic Nizam beyond that proportion, it was 
wholly gratuitous. Under this principle of partition it was 
obvious that the Peishwa was destitute of cv(?ry claim ; and 
julinitting even that the stipulations of the treaties of Poonah 
and Paungal applied to the late w ar, (which they evidently did 
not, those of the 10th article excepted) the Peishwa would still 
he excluded from all participation in the con(|uered territory, 
by the very terms of the 10th article of the treaty of IVionah, 
which s})ecify, that the allies respectively shall be entitled tf> 
a share of such coiujiiests only as shall he made* sid)se<juent 
to the entrance of their respective armies into the enemy’s 
country. 

In addition to the foregoing arguments, with which the 
Resident at Poonah was furnished by the Governor-General 
for the purpose of justifying the princi]>les of the treaty of 
Mysore to the Court of Poonah, his i^ordship observed, that 
if tlic Pcishwa’s pretensions to a share of the concpiered ter- 
ritory were unfounded, the selection of districts which he had 
demanded in order to constitute that sliare, was still more 
extravagant, both with respect to their value and geographical 
position. 

His liordship further remarked on this occasion to the 
Resident at Poonah, that the benefits which accrued to tlie 
Mahratta State, from the subversion of Tippoo Sultauii’s 
dominions wen? of much greater importance than tlie accpii- 
sition of territory. Since it had appeared from tlie various 
authentic papers, found in the palace at Seringapatam, some 
of which were in the Sidtainfs own hand writing, tliat it was 
his determined resolution, by the aid of the? French, to 
recover Iroin the Mahrattas, as well as the Nizam and the 
English, the territory which he had been compelled to cede to 
them at the conclusion of the war in 179,^3. His Lordship 
directed tliis circumstance to be particularly pointral out to 
the fV)urt of Poonah ; observing, that it ought to make a con- 
^'iderable impression on the Peishwa’s mind, and convince 
him how^ essentially his own security was concerned in uniting 
cordially wdth the other allies, to oppose a harrier to the designs 
of the French. In conclusion, the Governor-General desired it 
might 1)0 represented to the Peishwa, that in the place of a 
formidable power, hostile to the Mahratta State, from the 
impulse of bigotry, ambition and revenge, was now- substituted 
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a friendly (lominion, under a Prince of the same religion with 
the Peishwa ; and that, together with this eminent advantage, 
he had it in his power to make a considerable addition to his 
territorial possessions, by acceding to an arrangement of which 
the elfcct would assuredly be the re-establishment of his 
authority, and the prosperity and security of his government 
and country. 

'I'he conduct of the Court of Poonah in the pending ne- 
gotiation, altliough in some respects unreasonable and unsa- 
tisfactory, had not hitlierto been calculated to extinguish the 
hopes entertained by tlie Governor-General, of the Peishw^a s 
ultimate accession to the treaty of Mysore, on the principles 
and conditions of his JiOrdshiji’s propositions, which were 
not now less favourable to the true interests of the Peishwa 
than in the summer of 1798, wdien tliat Prince had manifested 
an eager desire to treat with the Company on a similar basis. 
It soon appeared, however, that either the Peisliwa had nut 
been sincere in any .stage of the negotiation, or that tlu* sub- 
jection in which he continued to be lield by Scindia (who 
probably foresaw tlie destruction of his own usurped power, 
in the )>r()[)osed arrangements between the C\)mpany and the 
Court of Poonah) operated to prevent his concurrence in a 
plan which would not have conduced more* to the security of 
the Pritish interests, and to the general trancjuillity of India, 
than to the re-i stablishment of the riglits and authority of 
Baajy Ilow liiinself. 

Your honourable Court will observe with astoni.sIiment that 
tJic IVisliwa is represented by tlie Jvesident as expressing a 
reluctance, not merely to comply with any particular article 
of tlu‘ proposed treaty, but to recognize one of its most inse- 
|)arable prii)cij)les ; namely, that the Mahratta State would 
not commit any act of aggression against the liajah of My- 
sore’s territorie.s. "riiis reluctance appeared the more extra- 
ordinary to tlie Governor-General, as tlie Peishwa had not 
long before declared a similar engagement with regard to the 
Nizam to be superfluous, because the Mahratta State w^as 
already bound by treaty, no! to commit anij aiygres^sion against 
the alUes of the Companij. The conduct cjf the Peishwa in 
thus avowing a disinclination to comjily w^ith the just and 
reasonable condition referred to, joined to tlu‘ intimation con- 
veyed by Nana on that occasion (viz., that this reluctance 
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might be overcome by an increase of the .r*eish\va’s share in 
the conquered territories) amounted, in the Governor-CJene- 
rafs opinion, to an indication of a spirit so hostile to all good 
understanding, as greatly diminished his Lordship’s desire 
to pursue the negotiation any further. For this reason tlie 
liesident was instructed, in the event of the Peishwa s not 
liaving acceded to tlie treaty of Mysore, within the period 
fixed by the 7th article of that treaty (i. e. by the 19th of 
August), and of the negotiati<ni having been in consecpienoe 
broken to signify both to Haajy Ilow and to the Minister, 
not only tlie extreme displeasure exeitetl in his I^ordship’s 
mind by the last comnmnication from the Court of Poonah, 
but also the deternhnation of bis liOrdship not to renew tlie 
late discussions lietween the two Governments, until be 
should be lietter satisfied of the sincerity of his Highness’s 
disposition, to cultivate and improve bis connection with the 
British nation. 

The Resident was directed to call upon the Peishwa, in 
tlie event of his not having acceded to the treaty f)f Mysore 
within the limited period, to adopt eflectiuil measures for 
withdrawing immediately such of hivS troojis as might have 
entered th<‘ territory of Mysore, whether by or without his 
Highness’s authority, to the end that when the Company’s 
forces came to take ])ossession of the reserved districts, de- 
stined to compose the IVishwa’s sliarc, there might be no 
danger of any thing occurring of a natine prejiulicifd to the 
friendship and good umlerstanding actually sulisisting be- 
tween the two Governments. 

Sucli was the state of llu; negotiation on tlie deproMire of 
the Governor-General from Fort St. fieorge. On his Lord- 
ship’s arrival at this Presidency, he received a letter from tiui 
Kesident at Poonah, by wbicli it manifestly appeared tliat 
iiotliing w’^as further from the intention of the Peishwa tlian 
to accede to the treaty of Mysore, on the conditions which 
liad been projiosed to him. 

In consequence of these advices Colonel Palmer was imme- 
diately directed to inform the Peishwa and Nana Furnavest?, 
that we considered all negotiation, on the basis of the Treaty 
of Mysore, to be concluded; but that, although we deeply re- 
gretted his lligliness’s rc:jcctioji of an arrangement, which 
had no other object than the improvement of the friendship 
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and alliance sulisisting* between the three States, and which 
was, at least, as nmeh calculated to promote the interests of* 
the Peisliwa as those of the Company and the Nizam; wc 
did not feel any diminution of our amicable disposition to- 
wards his I ligliness. 

The K(‘sideut was furtliev instructed to apprize the Court 
of l*() 0 !iah that, conformably to the stipulations of the treaty 
of Mysore, the Company’s (Jovermnent would proceed imme- 
diately, in concert with liis I iigliness the Nizam, to a division 
of the reserved territory. Colonel Palmer was at the same 
time informed that we relied with confidence on the Peishwa’s 
taking eflectual means to prevent any of the officers of his 
Government from attemi)ting to interrupt, in any degree, th(‘ 
exc*(aition of this measure, and on his cotnpelling them to 
respect the rights of the C!onipany and of the Nizam, in tlieii 
recent ac<[uisitions on the side of the Mahratta frontier, with 
the same scrupulous athuition which was invariably manifested 
by the t'om[)any’s Government, in rt^gard to the rights of all 
its neighbours. 

To these coimnunications the Resident was ordered to add 
a declaration of our ctinfidence, notwithstanding the Peisliwa 
had not thought [)ro})er to accede to the treaty of Mysore, 
that he would perceive? the necessity and propriety of causing 
all his sid)jects of evcfry description to abstain, with the ut- 
most care, from trespassing in any manner on tlie territories 
of the Rajah of Mysore, which the Company were bound to 
defend against all powers without exception. 

Colonel Palmer was in conclusion directed never either 1(» 
invite or encourage any renewal of the latc^ iK?gotiation, hut 
to reply to every atteni|)t of the nature, that liis iiistiMictions 
permit te<l him Uieiely to transmit to the Governor-( reneral 
in Council any [)ropositiojns of tliut tendency which might he 
inad(? to him. 

Vour Honourable Court will perceive, on a reference to the 
conT*spoii(Ience of the Resident, that the Peishwa througliout 
the negotiation marnfested great anxiety that the objects of it 
should he caretVdly conceah‘(l from the knowledge of Dowlut 
Rao Seindiali. You will find likt^wise that, althougli the 
fiovernor-Gemvral had provided, in his })lan of a treaty, for 
the absolute (Usmission of all the French in the service of tlie 
Peisliwa, juul was ia>t iusensihle to the iniportaiiee of procur- 
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ing their general expulsion from the Mahratta empire, the 
Peishwa unexpectedly anticipated his Lordship’s wishes in 
this respect, by spontaneously proposing that all the French 
tlien in the service of the Mahratta State should be expelled, 
and that if obstruction should be offered the two Govern- 
ments, shouhl concert together the means of removing it. 
Your Honourable Court wdll observe, that the Peishwa was 
j)articularly solicitous that this part of the negotiation (evi- 
dently pointing at the French ofticers in the service of Scin- 
diah) should not transpire ; and that for this purpose his 
Highness suggested the adoption of extraordinary precau- 
tions. Notwithstanding, however, so many appearances of 
an earnest, and (as it seemed) a prudent desire to keep Scin- 
diah in ignorance of the tenour of the pending treaty ; you 
will find, by the subsequent despatches of Colonel Palmer, 
that his Highness not only himself i-evealed the wdiole trans- 
action to Sciiuliah, but consulted with that chieftain respect- 
ing the conduct proper to he pursued on tlie occasion. Al- 
though, therefore, the Court of Poonah continued to indicate 
a wisli to keep the negotiation open, it was evident, as well 
from the duplicity of Baajy Rao in this last stage of it, as 
from various instances of his caprice and exorbitant preten- 
sions during its progress, that no advantage could result to 
your interests from a longer pursuit of the object under such 
unfavourable circumstances, and especially while Scindiah 
maintained an exclusive and despotic sway over the Councils 
of Poonah. The Governor-General, therefore, finally deter 
mined to relinquish the measure for tlie present, and to await 
a more propitious conjuncture, and in pursuance i>f this reso- 
lution, his Lordship proceeded to the division of the reserved 
territory, between the Company and the Nizam. 

We shall conclude this account of the late negotiation at 
Poonah with observing, that its failure has not excited in us 
any apprehension for the general tranquillity. For while the 
justice and liberality of our propositions liave lieeii so mani- 
fest, and our conduct throughout the negotiation so moderate 
and conciliatory, as to preclude any reasonable ground of 
complaint on the part of tlie Court of Poonah, the actual state 
of the Mahratta empire affords us abundant security against 
any aggression on the part of that restless and ambitious 
nation. 
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The failure of the negotiations is indeed to be attributed 
to the same causes whicli leave us without any apprehension 
of its effects, Tlie Mahratta empire, in its present distracted 
condition, is in fact rendered incapable of forming or of main- 
taining any engagement with other States, and the weakness 
and instability of the Councils of Poonah are become more 
conspicuous as well as more desperate from the perverse and 
intractable character of Baajy Rao, In such a posture of 
affairs, the arguments on which the Governor-General (in 
his separate letter to your Honourable Court of the 3rd of 
August, 1799),* rested the policy of a cession of territory to 
the Peishwa, are no longer applicable to the actual circum- 
stances of the case, and the direct and immediate advantages 
of territorial acquisition by the Company, under the division 
of the reserved territory, arc unquestionably preferable to 
any contingent benefit which could be expected from a more 
intimate connection with the INIahratta enipini in its present 
condition. The Governor-General in Council, however, will 
anxiously observe any change of circumstances which may 
favour an improvement of our political relations with the 
Court of’ Poonah. 

We have the honour to be, 

Honourable Sirs, 

your most faithful, humble Servants, 
Moknington. 

Alured Clarke. 
Peter Speke. 

VV'lLLIAM Cow'per. 


No. LV. 

Minute hij the Oovermr^GeneraL 

Fort William, January 19th, LSOO. 

The 10 til regiment of native infantry having arrived at 
Cawnpore, after an absence from this Presidency of more 
than three years and a half, the most noble the Governor- 
General in Council has great satisfaction in expressing his 

* See p. 
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entire apprabation of the exemplary coiuhict of tliis distin- 
guished regiment, in tlie several arduous and important ser- 
vices on virhich it has been employed in the Peninsula of India 
during its long absence from these provinces. 

* IHs Lordship in Council is happy to bear this public tCvSti- 
mony to the merits of the European officers, under whose 
command this corps has attained so high a state of discipline, 
regularity, and order; and he entertains a just souse of the 
fidelity and attachment to the service manifested by the na- 
tive officers and private soldiers of the regiment throughout 
the whole period of their laborious duties at Hyderabad, in 
Mysore, and during their long march from the Deccan to 
tlie province of Oiide. 

The conduct of the artillery and lascars, who have been 
attached to the regiment during the time of its absence from 
these provinces, is equally entitled to commendation. 

To per]i(itiuitc the memory of the sinwices of the lOtli regi- 
ment, to distinguish the individuals who have served in the 
corps, and to recommend tlicir laudable example to tlie emu- 
lation of the whole native service, the most noble (lovernor- 
Gcneral in Council is pleased to order that honorary medals 
be conferred on all the native commissioned and non-commis- 
sioned officers and sepoys of the 10th regiment, and also to 
the lascars belonging to the artillery, which has been attached 
to that regiment during the time of its absence from tlieso 
provinces. 

Mornington. 


No. LVl. 

Thf! (hmernor^Genend in Council to (he. Honourable the Court of IHvectorsy 
for the AJfairs of the Honourable the United Compmvj of McrvhanU of 
England trading to the Eafst Indies. 

Hon. Sirs, Ftirt William, January 1800. 

Being convinced, on a consideration of the present impor- 
tance of the British interests in India, that it is highly ex- 
pedient to establish a regular plan for affording to your 
Honourable Court, at a stated period annually, a complete 
and distinct view, in the most compendious form, of the state 
of the Indian finances, and being satisfied, after much atten- 
tion to the subject, that it is scarcely possible to devise a 
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more concise and perspicuous mode of arranging the matter 
necessary to be laid before you for this purpose, than the 
mode observed by the late Select Committee of Finance of 
tlie House of Commons of Great Britain in their first report, 
dated March the Slst, 1797. We propose to adopt the form 
of that report in this despatch as closely as circumstances will 
admit. 

We conceive that, the period of the close of our official 
year in India is of all others that which is best calculated for 
enabling us to afford, in the proposed view, the most com- 
plete and accurate information. 

We shall, therefore, proceed to lay before your Honourable 
Court a view of the public debts bearing interest at the close 
of the respective official years 1797-8 and 1798-9, as well as 
of the actual revenues and charges in those two official years 
respectively, of the demands outstanding on the 1st of May, 
1799; of the estimates of the expected revenues and charges 
for the current year 1799-1800; and of the progress wdiich 
has been made and may be expected to be made in the reduc- 
tion of the public debts. 

L — Pnlilic debts bearniff interest : — The total amount of public del>ts 
bearirift interest at the several Provinces, as they stood on the 1st of May, 
1/118, was, sicca rupees, 7*18, 73,261, ♦ viz., Bengal, 4,21,83,471 ; Fort St. 

(ieorge, 1,61,68,462 ; Boiiihav, 60,47,662; Bencoolcu, 4,83,662. 

Total 7.18,73,261. 

The annual charge at the several Presidencies for lulerest on the prin - 
cipal aI»ove stated, at the same ])enod, was, sicca rupees, 62,61,282, viz., 
Bengal, 42,39,666; Fort St. George, 12,36,134; Boinl>av, 4,32,343; 
Benr(R)len , 36,260. 62,6 1 ,282. 

The increase in the public debts at the several presidencies between 
the Jst of May, 1728, and the 30th of April, 1722, was, sicca ruy)ees, 
1,04,06,002, viz. Bengal, 72,74,610; Fort St. George, 17,82,241 ; Bombay, 

1 3,40,65 1 . ^'rotal, 1 ,0 1,06,(K)2. 

The annual charge at the several Presidencies for interest on the above 
increase of debt was on tin? 1st of iMay, 1722, sicca rupees, 12,20,238, 
viz., Bengal, 7,-3,206; Fort St. George, 3,87,486; Bombay, 1,72,546. 
Total, 12,2(),jaS. 

The total aiiiount of the puldic debts of the several Presidencies as they 


* In the statement of the public accounts in this despatch, the Boml)ay 
rupee i> reckoned of e<|ual value with the Bengal sieca rupee; the star 
pagoda is converted into Bengal money at the rate of crs. 400 per 100 
star pagodas, aial the dollar at Bcncoolen, at 21 sicca rupees per dollar. 
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stood on the ht of May, 1/^9, was, sioea rupees, 8,22,7^^*263,* viz., Ben- 
ir^], r),f;4,r»7,^>8l; Fort St. (lcor;ve, 1,7JM8,4J0; Bombay, 73,88,210; 
Bt iK Ooleu, 4,83,662. -Total, 8,22,78,263. 

'I'be total annual charge for interest thereon at the period above stated, 
was, sicca rupees, 72,42,220, viz., Bengal, 49,6.3,461; Fort St, George, 
16,23,620 ; Bombay, 6,18,889; Bencooleii, 36,250. Total, 72,42,220. 

The sum to be issued by the Ooiiimissioners in Bengal for rediieing the 
public debts in India at the rate of 2 per cent, on the principal outstand- 
ing on the 1st of May, 1799, was, sicca rupees, 16,45,565. 

And the total amount of the annual charges of the pui)lic debts, inclu- 
ding .sums applicable to the reduction thereof, as it stood on the J.st of 
May, 1799, was 88,87,785. 

We beg leave to state in this place, that the observations 
of the Select Committee of Finance in their first report, re- 
garding the public debt in England, apply exactly to the 
above .statement of the ])ul)lic debt in India, viz. 

1st. That its amount is not to he considered as if it could 
only be extinguished by a redemption at par, in as nuicli as 
the progressive reduction of the debt by the present sinlcug 
fund constantly operatcjs, by buying up the debt according 
to the current price of tlie stocks,” the effect of which will 
be stated more fully in a subseejuent part of this address. 

2nd. ^‘Tliat the funded capital of the public debt includes 
in it the amount of the capital purchased by the Cominissioii- 
c?rs for reducing the pidjlic debt.” 

And Srdly. That the annual charge upon the public by 
way of interest, includes in it the interest of the stock pur- 
chased by the (Commissioners.” 

II. Actual revenues ami charges i:j the years 1 797-8 and 1798-f)^ 

The total amount of the revenues collected in the uflicial year 1/97-8 
wa.s sicca rupees, 6,66,27,065, viz., Bengal, 4,92,35,489 ; Fort St. (icorg<;, 
1,13,16,593; Bom bay, 30,22,385 ; Bencooleii, 52,598. — Total 6,66,27,065. 

The total amount of the revenues ctdlected in the ofticial year 1798-9 
was, .sicca rnpec.s, 7*14,25,026, viz., Bengal, 5,06,98,124 ; I'ort Si. George, 

1,74,09,931 ; Bombay, 32,64,373; Bcncoolcn, 52,598. Total 7, 14,26,026 

And consequently the amount of the revenues collected in 1798-9 ex- 
ceeded the amount collected in 1797-8 in the sum of sicca rupees, 47,97,961, 
viz., Bengal, 14,62,635; Fort Si. George, 30,93,338 ; Bombay. 2,41,988. 
Total, 17,97,961. 

Tlie total amount of the charges in the ollicial year 1797-8 was, sicca ru- 


* The accounts fur 1798-9 not having been receivcAl from Bcncoolcn, the 
revenues, chaigc.v, and debts of that scttlemcul arc bore stated at their 
^onount in the preceding year. 
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pecs. 6,M/20,()32, viz., 3,31 ,(*7, 555 ; Fort 8t. Georeje, 1, 85, 00,534 ; 

Bombay, 85,77»180; Bcncoolcn, 8,35,253. 5,14,20.532. 

The total amount of the charges in the oiiicial year 171^8-9. was, sicea 
rupees, 7,34,83,4/3, viz, Bengal, .3,28,5i>,7l0 ; Fort St. George, 

2,88,53,855 ; Bombay, 1 ,09,34,535 ; Bcncoolcu, 8,35,253.-- 7|34, 83,473. 

Ami consequently the amount of the cbarjres in 1798-9 cxceedetl th'e 
amount of the chtirtfe.s in 1797-8 in the sum of sicca rupees, 1,20,52,811, 
viz.. Fort St. Gcorsfo, 1,02,53,231 ; Bombav, 23,57,455. Deduct, 
1,25,10,585. Decrease in the ehur^c.s at Beii<^td in 17J^8-9, 5,47,845. 
Net excess, 1,20,52,841. The amount of the revenue (roOected in 1797-8 
was 5,55,27,055; the amount of the char/j^es in tliat year wiis, 5,14,20,532. 
Hie amount of the charge for interest of the public Uebts in that year 
was 49,02,398. ^1’otal, 5,63,23,030. And consequently the surplus re- 

venue in 1 797-8 was 3,04,035 ; the amount of the revenues collected in 
1798-9 was 7j 14,25, 025; the amount of the changes in that year was 
7,34,83,473 ; the amount of the clmrires for interest of the public debt in 

that year was 53,31,381. Total 7,98,14,854.* And consequently the 

amount of the char^^es in 1798-9 exceeded the amount of the n v enues col- 
lected in that year in the sum of 83,89,828. 

IJT. Demands outslaiidinir on the l.^^t of May, 1799. The amount of the 
outstanding demand.s, including arrears of allowances, &c. not hearin#^ in- 
terest on tlie 1st of May was, sicca rupees 1,85,24,814, viz., Benj^al, 

1,63,05,298; Fort St. Geori(e, 15,21,738; Bombay, 15,!)5,778. Total, 

1,85,24,814. 

IV. Ivstirnale of the expected revenues and ebaru^es in tlie year 179!1" 
1800. TJi(‘ total amount of the revenues expected to be colleeted in th(‘ 
ofliciul year 1 799-1800 is, sicca rupees, 7,72^57,59 1 , viz., Benoal 5,25,29,42!), 
Fort St. Georjje, 2,15.05,575;* Bombay, 32,22,485. — ^'Fotal, 7,72,57,591. 

The total amount of the estimated cliarircs of the oflicial year I79!M800 
is, sicca rupees, 6,90,99,350, viz., Bengal, 3,59,33,054 ; Fort St. George, 

2,01,71,585 ; Bombay, l,2!),94,500. Total, 5,90,99,350. Tlie amount 

of the revenues expected to he collected in 1799-1800 is 7,7-,57,59l, 
The ainpiint of the charges estimated for that year is 5,90,99,350. The 
amount of the estimated charge for interest of the pnidic debts in that 

year is 7^^,42,220. 3’otal 7,53,41,570. And conBe<jiiently the estimated 

surplus revenue in 1799-1800 is 9,15,021. 

V. lleduction of the public delit. — The annual sum appli<‘,alile to that 
purpose on the 1st of May, 1 7.99, was, sicca rupees, 15,24,000, viz, the origi- 
nal appropriation of 2 per cent, on the estimated amount of the public 
debt on the 1st of January, 1798, being 5,50,00,000, was 13,00,000. 

The further appropriation at the same rate on the amount of the in- 
crease of the debts between the 1st of January and the 31st of December, 
1798, being, in round numbers, 1,03,50,000 was 2,07,000. The estimated 


* There is reason to expect from advices received from Fort 8t. George 
since the date of the estimate of that presidency, that tlie estimated re- 
ceipts from the new territorial acquisitions in ftlysore, as well as on ac- 
count of the subsidy of the Uajah of Mysore will be considerjibly exceeded. 
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amount of interest receivable on securities redeemed and to be redeemed 
u*as l,lf),tS00. The total appropriation in 1799-1800 was 10,24,000. 

The airioimt of government securities redeemed in 1798-9 was, sicca ru- 
pees, 15,00,180 viz., principal in 8 per cents, 12,43.379, ditto in 6 per cents, 
2,89,729. — Add, interest which had accrued on the principal, but which 
was not due at the time of purchase, 57,000. Total, 15,90,180. 

The amount actually applied to the purchase of se*’urities f)n account of 
the appropriation for the year 1797 being*, sicca rupees, 13,00,000 was 
] 2,97,400. 

The interest which was rcceivc<l in 1798-9 on account of securities pre- 
viously redeemed was 51,249. 

The total amount appropriated in 1798-9 to the pnrcliase of government 
securities was 13,48,715. And con.scqueiitly the gain being the diflerence 
to the Company between the actual rate of purchase and a redemption at 
par was 2,41,471. 

With regard to the further progress which may be expected 
to l)e made in the redemption of the debt now existing, we 
cannot venture at present to cpicstion the calculation stated 
in the Accountant General’s letter dated the lOtli of January, 
1798, of the sum to be appro j)riated anmially, l)eiug likely to 
produce on an average eiglit per cent, per annum, although 
the late purchases have considerably exceeded that rate. 

In the event of that calculation being correct, the whole of 
tlie debts existing on the 1st of January, 1798, viz., sicca 
rupees 9,50,00,000 will be redeemed in nineteen years ; to be 
reckoned from tlie 1st of May, 1799, and the further increase 
of debt iiu urred between the 1st of January, 1798, and the 
JJst of December of the same year inclusive, viz., sicca ru- 
pees, 1,08,90,000, will he redeemed iu twenty years, to be 
reckoned also from tire 1st of May, 1799. 

In one point of view, however, tlierc seems to be’ some 
reason for considering the calculation above stated of the 
average produce of the; fund as rather too high, although, if 
it .should prove so, the error iu the calculation cannot by any 
means be regarded as a subject of regret. 

It is probal>le that sucli an addition may be made in a few 
years to the active capital of tliese provinces from the in- 
creasing conlidence of the natives in the solid establishment, 
good faith, and just laws of tire IJritish (jroverninent, com- 
bined with the natural augnientation of capital to be expected 
from the growing prosperity of the country, as to raise public 
credit, and conse(]ueiitly the value of the public securities, in 
such a degree as shall reduce the produce of the funds to be 
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invested by the Conunissioners considerably below the esti- 
mated averaofe of eight per cent, per annum. 

If, however, this should prove to be tlie case, Government 
would be enabled to raise money at a reduced rate of interest 
for the discharge of the eight per cent, debt, and conse- 
quently to obtain for tlie Company by sucli reduction of 
interest an advantage probably more than equivalent to the 
deficiency in the estimated produce of the sinking fund ; 
while tlie reduction, which would naturally follow in the ge- 
neral rate of interest to be paid for mercantile purposes, 
would afford the most substantial aid towards promoting the 
general industry and trade of the people, sidyect to the 
authority of the British Government in India. 

The preceding observations apply only to the general sink- 
ing fund established at this Presidency on the 3d of April, 
1798, for the redemption of the whole of the Company’s debts 
in India. 

We cannot at present enter into any detailed view of the 
effect of the separate sinking fund established at Fort St. 
George on the 1st of October, 1799, for the purpose of con- 
firming the restoration of public credit of that Presidency, 
and of aiding the general sinking fund in Bengal, so short a 
period has elapsed since its institution. 

We beg leave, however, to observe that, the separate 
sinking fund at Fort St. George, as well as the general sink- 
ing fund in Bengal, has been of essential advantage to public 
credit. 

It is scarcely possible to form any estimate of the produce 
of the 'sinking fiiml at Fort St. George, of any distant j)eriod, 
since its operation is to cease as soon as the public securities 
of Bengal shall be at par, which may be the case, at a sliort 
or a more remote period, according to circumstances, but 
whicli cannot be considered as coming within the scope of 
calculation at present. 

It must, liowever, be evident to your Honourable Court, 
that the Government will then have to consider the propriety 
of extending the operation of the sinking fund at Fort St. 
George to a more distant period. 

We shall, therefore, content ourselves on the present occa- 
sion with stating, that the sum applicable to the reduction of 
the debts of that Presidency, amounting on the 1st of May, 
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1799, to sicca rupees 1,79,48,410, at the rate of two percent, 
was 3,58,908. 

Having now completed our proposed view of the finance of 
India, and of the ordinary revenues and charges, according 
to the order observed by the Select (yoinvnittee of Finance, 
wc shall proceed to lay before your Honourable C'oiirt, a view 
of tlie extraordinary receipts and disbursements in the past 
year 1798-9, including the deficit before stated, on a compa- 
rison of tlic revenues and charges of that year ; and also in 
like manner, a view of the estimated receipts and disburse- 
ments in the current year 1799-1800; in order to shew, in the 
clearest point of view, the whole amount of the extraordinary 
services to be provided for, and our means of providing for 
them in each of those years respectively. 

The amount ol* the deficit on a comparison of the ordinary revenues and 
(■har<*-os in 1/98-!) vvas as is before slated, sicca rupees, 8.S,8!>,8i28. 

The amount of the extraordinary vservices to be provided for, exclusive 
of the deficit aliove stated was 3,93,^14,2/5, viz., temporary loans iiiul bills 
falling in course of payment in the same year, Bengal, Fort 

8t. George, 25, 1 7,852. ^Totul, 8(i, 18,475. 

Arrears of hills at Bengal, 1 7,83,505. Investments for Europe, Bengal, 

58,20, 42(> ; Fort St. George, 26,20,886 ; Bombay, 13,39,384. Total, 

!>7,86,696. 

Supplies to China. — ^Bengal, 12,93,099; Fort St. George, !), 14,268; 
Bombay, 17,474. ^Total, 22,25,201. 

Supplies from Bengal to Bencoolen, (Ceylon, Amhoyna and Malacca, 
Prince of Wales’ Island, St. Helena, and the Cape of Good Hope, 
31,13,123. 

Arrears and other iniscellaneoiis dishursemeuts, Bengal, 60,7 1,986 i Eorl 

St. George, 63,62,768 ; Boinfmy, 13,72,521. Total, 1,38,07,275. — 

Total, 3,.93,34,275.— Total, 4,77,24,103. 

The amount of the extraordinary iiicuns of providing for the above ser- 
vices was 1,99,83,302, viz., sale of imports, Bengal, 18,75,009; Fort St. 
George, 10,80,269; Bombay, 20,00,834. Total, 49,56,1 12. 

Specie r<u*eived at Madras from England, and Bills drawn by that go- 
vernment on the Court of Direclors, 24,95,203. 

Mi.scellaneoiis receipts. — Bengal, 68,51,996 ; Fort St. George, 47,06,593, 

Bombay, 9,73,308. ^1 ,25,31,897.— Total, 1.99,83,302. And consc- 

^|u<;ntly the total amount of the deficit of the year 1798-9 was sicca rupees, 
->77, 40,801, the amount of the loans actually made to provide for the 
above deficit was 2,18,30,396 viz., Bengal 12 per cents. 65,28,631 ; 10 per 
I'CMts, 65,89,142 ; 6 per cents. 3,06,589. Fort St. George, 12 per cents. 
33,60,5/9; 10 per cents. 25,06,359 ; 8 per cents. 7>72,224. Bombay, 

12 per cents, 12,73,915; 10 percents 4,78,300; 9 per cents. 14,829. 

Total, 2,18,30,596. 
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The amount of tlie difterence between the deficit before stated, and the 
sum actually raised as above stated, and which was supplied by a reduction 
of the estimated balance, and an increase of the arrears of bills of exchttn|i* e 
from other Presidencies was 59,10,205. ^Total sicca rupees 2,77*40,801. 

The amount of the estimated extraordinary services to be provided for 
in the current year 1/99-1800 is 5,98,39,631, viz., temporary loans, Ben- 
j^al, 61,20,000; Fort St. George, 1,14,23,448; Bombay, 5,67*833. — < — 
Total, 1.81,11,281. 

Arrears of bills at Bengal, 50,00,000. 

Investment for Europe. — Bengal, 90,51,724 ; Fort St. George, 45,83,231; 
Bombay, 30,50,000. ^I'otal, 1,66,84,955. 

Supplies to China.— Bengal, 15,00,000; Fort St. George, 2,40,328; 
Bombay, 2,00,000. Total, 19,40, 328. 

Supplies to Bencoolen, Ceylon, and other subordinate settlements. — 

Bengal, 20,60,000; Fort St. George, 12,79,310; Boinbav, 55,000. 

Total, 33,94,310. 

Arrears and other miscellaneous disbursements. — Bengal, 69,98,080 ; 

Fort St. George, 67*50,490 ; Bombay, .9,60,207. 1,47,08,777* ^Total, 

5,98,39,651. 

71ie amount of the estimated extraordinary means of providing for the 
above services is 2,02,65,57(), viz., Bengal, 25,00,000; lM)rt St. George, 
12,57,214 ; Bo!nl)ay, 20,30,000. Total. 57,87,214, 

Specie from, and bills on England, Bejigal, 31,80,000; Fort St. George, 
26.88,720; Bombay, 12,00,000. Total 73.68,720. 

Miscellaneous Receipts. Bengal, 29,16,052; l'\)rt St. George, .34,08,710; 
Bombay, 7,84,880. ^ 1 ,09,642 Total* 2,02,65,576. 

Add the estimated amount of the surplus revcmie for 1/99-1800, being 

as is before stated, 9,16,021 ^Total, 2,i 1,81,597- And consequently the 

total amount of the estimated deficit of the current year l79fK18'JO was, 
3,vS6,58,05>l. 

The amount of the loans estimated to be made in 1799-1800, 3,88,16,641, 
viz., Bengal, 2,8 1,00,000 ; F<»rt St. George, 78,56,641; Bombay, 2.5,!;O,000 
Total, 3,88,46,641, 

« 

On a view of the information afforded by tbo prccediiijg 

statements, the following results will appear — 

• 

1st. That the amount of the loans contracted at Bengal and Fort St. 
George on the condition of theirs being re-payable in one or two years, 
at the option of Government, for the payment of which provision was to be 
made in the last and current years (a large portion of wliicb, it was indis- 
pensably necessary to discharge at Fort St. George at the critical period 
of the army taking the field), was sicca rupees 2,67,29,756. 

2ik 1. That the amount of the advances for investments fi)r Europe at 
the several Presidencies within the same ptfriod, was 2,(i4,71,651. 

3rd. Thai tlu^ «'unount of tlu* provisions made for the supjdy of the 
treasury at Canton, within the same period, (which has sim-e been largely 
‘merease<l) was sicca rupees 41,65,529, 



1800. THE MONOUKABLK lOURT^OF DIRECTORS. 103 

The extraordinary magnitude of these services, and the 
heavy drains upon our finance for the support of the several 
possessions obtained by conquest from the French and Dutch, 
combined with the extreme urgency of effectual provision 
being made for the vigorous prosecution of the late war with 
Tippoo Sultaun, will, we trust, fully satisfy your Honourable 
Court that, under all the circumstances of our situation, it 
was not possible for us to have raised so large pecuniary sup- 
plies within the limited period, in which they were required, 
on terms more advantageous for the Company than those on 
which the respective loans were elected. 

We have now the satisfaction to acquaint your Honourable 
Court that, although the late eight per cent, loan was opened 
under most disadvantageous circumstances, in consequence 
of the heavy pressure of the draughts upon us from Fort St. 
George, which kept our general treasury in a state of insol- 
vency during the whole period in whicli the loan was open, 
the sum svibscribed to it amounted to about thirty-three lacs 
of sicca rupees. 

We have the farther satisfaction to acquaint you that the 
state of public credit is now more favourable than it has over 
been during the last three years ; the discount being this day 
(January J23rd,) on eight per cents, about five per cent., and 
on six per cents, about thirteen and a half per cent. ; and 
that, under the present promising appearances of the conti- 
nuance of peace in India, of the progressive improvement of 
the public revenue, and of the beneficial effects of the sink- 
ing funds established at this Presidency and Fort St. George, 
combined with the advantages resulting from the mode which 
we have lately adopted of borrowing money on obligations, 
payable only according to priority of date and number, and 
wUh the aid of the annual supply of bullion to be expected 
in consequence of the large amount of the provisions which 
we have made for the supply of the treasury at Canton, we 
entertain considerable expectation that the state of public 
credit will be so far improved in the course of another year 

to raise our ordinary eight per cent, notes to par. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

Mornington and Council. 


VOL. ii. 
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No. LVH. 

Sfi* J AnMrnther^ to the Earl of Mornington. 

My DiwVit Lord, (niowringhec, January 1800 , 

1 had the honour of yours yesterday, enclosing copies of 
two letters from General Harris, upon the subject of the 
present made to you ))y the finny, which achieved the conquest 
of Mysore, and a copy of your letter to General Harris, dated 
7th January, 1800. 

It is almost unnecessary after what your Lordship knows 
of my sentiments upon the subject, to say how perfectly I coin- 
cide in every sentiment contained in your letter. You know 
too, that my opinion upon the subject wfis early formed long 
before I had the possibility of any personal cominunication 
witli you, and while tlw matter 'was only known here through 
the medium of Madras newspapers. 

At the same time that I am under the necessity of saying, 
that the letter of tlie law stands in tlie way of tlu^ receipt of 
such a ])resent, 1 must regret that it prevents the acc(q>tance 
of a gift equally honourable to tlie giver and the receiver; I 
am fully sensible that the spirit of tlie law never intended, 
or could intend to jiut such cases like the present, yet I am 
tar from being sure that the letter of the law is either impro- 
vident or unwise. That which is to dfiy the honourable ies- 
timonies of the esteem of n gallant army, for tliat wisdom 
which guided, and that vigour which animated, its exertions, 
may; to-morrow become the reward of some less glorious 
service. 

If the army is to ex})ress its opinion of the abilities and 
talents of the Ciovernor-Gencral, by a large and a valuable 
present, why is not the civil services to do the same. 

If upon tlie occasion of a great, a splendid and important 
conquest, why not iqion any other occasion in which it inav 
appear to the givers that the conduct of the Governor-Gene- 
ral merits their approbation, till in the end the letter of the 
law becomes indeed a dead letter. 

In enacting the laws whicli prohibit the receipt of gifts or 
presents in India, the legislature had in view the extreme 
diflicnlty in most eases, and the impossibility in many? 
penetrating into the motives which actuate the giver and tlie 
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receiver. It therefore thou<?ht it wise to prohibit the receipt 
altogether, without in any ease entering into the honourable 
or the dishonourable motives which might influence the con> 
duct either of the giver or the receiver. 1 must therefore in the 
present instance, add my mite of approbation to your Lord- 
ship's determination, altliougth I own 1 do it witli a full per- 
suasion tliat the letter of the law alone stands in tlu^ way of 
your acceptance of this mark of the esteem of an army, 
which under your auspices has achieved the most splendid 
(Conquest, which ever graced the British arms in India, but of 
which, even tlie splendour was almost effaced by its impor- 
tant and permanent consequences. 

I am, my dear Lord yours, very sincerely, 

J. ANsrauTHFa. 


No. LVIIL 

77/r Karl uf Mormngtan to thv Secret Comwittrr of the IJonovruMe 
Court of Dfrectora. 

HoNOlJRAULK Sms, Fort Williuiu, Jaiiiuiry 2,51.11, 1800. 

I liave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the dupli- 
cate of your letter overland, dated the 18 th of June, ITJW.* 
'The original has not yet reached me. 

1 have great satisfaction in being able to acquaint you, tliat 
your adoption of the measures which I recommended of send- 
ing large supplies of bullion to India, has been attended with 
advantages to the public interests fully adequatii to 1113^ most 
saiigiiinc expectations, * 

It is to this measure, combined with the prosperous issue 
of the late war in ^lysore, that I attribute the improved state 
of public credit, visible in the present prices | of government 
securities, and in tlie terms on wliicli we have borrowed 
money at the several IVesidencies. 

It is also owing to this measure that we have been enabled 
to make provision at the several Presidencies in India, for the 
supply of the treasury at Canton in the ensuing year, 1800 - 1 , 
to an amount which w’ill fall little short of a million sterling. 


Sec Vol I. p. fil l. 

t ♦htiiuiirv 2.1, 1800. 8 per cent 5 \ 

|3j*>*«eouut 


12 per cent 1 4 
10 ditto 10 


I pretniiJiti. 



196 


THE earl' OF MORNINGTON, TO 


Jan. 


The proportion of the bullion received in Bengal, amount- 
ing to sicca rupees 31,80,000, has also contributed to produce 
another very important effect ; the late coinage of silver 
having completely relieved the government, as well as tlie 
comtnunity from the incorivenience and loss of batta on the 
exchange of gold for silver money; this lias licen for many 
years a serious subject of comjilaint at this Presidency ; and 
I have no doubt, when further progress shall have been 
made in the coinage and circulation of the last supply of 
specie by the Asia and Charlton, that we shall experience 
its beneficial effects in the further improvement of public 
credit. 

On a consideration of the large amount of the provisions 
which I have made in India for tJic supply of the Treasury at 
Canton for the ensuing year 1800-1. I confidently expect, 
that your anxiety, with regard to the provisision of your China 
investment will be completely relieved. 

I have the satisfaction to acquaint you that, although our 
pecuniary emharrassinents have been great, we have contri- 
buted very largely towards the supply of the treasury at 
Canton; while no part of the treasure consigned by the Ho- 
nourable Court, to the Supra-cargoes has as yet been applied 
to any other than the intended purpose. 

Your a])probation of the arrangements which I formed at 
Fort St. George, in April, 1798, preparatory to the execution 
of tlie orders of your Honourable C(mimittee, relative to the 
succession to the kingdom of Tanjore, is very satisfactory to 
me. 1 trust that the final settlement made under my direc- 
tions, with the Ilajah of Tanjore; and reduced previously to 
my departure from Fort St. George, to the form of a treaty 
ratified by the Governor-CJeneral in Council on the 26tli of 
November last,* will equally meet the approbation of your 
Hononrable Committee. 

I entertained a confident persuasion that the principles of 
justice and good faith, which governed my decision in the case 
ofWynaad, would obtain the sanction of your honourable 
Committee ; and althougli the spirit in wdiicli that resolution 
w as formed, w^as not capable of mitigating the vindictive dis- 
posil ion of the late Tippoo Sidtaun tow ards the British nation; 
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I have every reason to believe, that it conduced in a consider- 
able degree, to impress the surrounding powers with a con- 
viction that the war which ensued between that Prince and 
the Company, had not been provoked by the British Govern- 
ment. 

Wynaad having been finally assigned to the Company by tlie 
partition treaty of Mysore, ] directed as soon as circumstances 
would permit, that it should be taken possession of on their 
beJialf. The Pyclie Rajah had in the interval established 
himself in Wynaad under pretences, which had tliey been as 
substantial as they are frivolous, it was his duty to submit to 
my examination and decision, before he presumed to introduce 
Ins authority into the district. These considerations, joined 
to tlie refractory character of the Pyche Rajah, have deter- 
mined me in the event of his oflering any resistance to the 
establishment of the Company’s authority in Wynaad, to 
])unish his contumacy in the most signal and exemplary 
manner. 

The decided approbation with which you have honoured 
the subsidiary treaty, which I concluded with the Nizam on 
tlie 1st of September, 1798,^ is highly satisfactory to me, 
iiuleperulcmtly of the eminent advantages which have been 
already derived from that treaty, 1 entertain a sanguine ex- 
pectation, that it will lead to further beneficial consequences 
of tlie utmost importance. 

The sanction whicli your Ilonourablc Committee has beeni 
pleased to give to tlie opinions recorded in my minute of the 
J2tli of August, 1798,’j* respecting the succession to the Ni- 
zam affords me the utmost satisfaction. Our political position 
in India is so materially changed since that period, in conse- 
quence of the happy termination of the late war with Tippoo 
S-ultaun, tliat the necessity no longer exists for an uncondi- 
tional support of the pretensions of Sccunder Jah. I continue 
to think it desirable, that this prince should succeed his father 
in preference to any of his brothers; but this arrangement 
is not now so indispensable to the interests of the Company, 
IIS to be enforced by their government gratuitously, at the 
hazard of a war with a rival candidate, jirobably supported 
by the Mahratta State. These reflections inducc^d me some- 
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time after my return to this Presidency from Fort St, George, 
to consider the subject of the succession to tlie Nizam, and 
vour Honourable Committee will find the result of my atten- 
tion to this important question, in the accompanying copy of 
my instructions to the Ilcsident at Hyderabad, under date 
the Gth of November last.* It is possible that circumstances 
may hereafter suggest the expediency of some alterations in 
the details of the plan described in my letter to Captain 
Kirkpatrick ; but 1 tbresee no probability of my being coni- 
]>elled to depart from any of its fundamental principles; or to 
renounce in a material degree any of the advantages which 
it is calculated to secure to the Company. 

The events which have occurred in India since the date of 
your letter, i)rcclude the necessity of my troubling your ho- 
nourable Committee with any remarks on those paragra))hs of it 
which relate to the hostile disposition and designs of Tippoo 
Sultaun, I shall only observe, that it affords me the highest 
satisfaction to find, that your honourable Committee liad so 
entirely concurred, (while the consequences were yet in sus- 
pense) ill the view wdiich I had taken of that Prince's conduct 
and projects, and in the justice and policy of the measures 
which J had proposed to adopt. 

The short duration of the w ar rendered it inexpedient for 
me to assume the management of the respective countries of 
the Nabob of the Carnatic, and of the liajah of Tanjore on 
behalf of the Company. The immediate effect of such an 
assumption would have been a considerable failure of actual 
resovirce at a period of the utmost exigency ; I shall hereafter 
communicate my sentiments at large, with respect to the state 
of Tanjore and the Carnatic. The latter now occupies my 
particular attention, and 1 fear that the perverse councils of 
the Nabob of Arcot, will })rovc a serious obstacle to any 
effectual improvement of your affairs in that quarter. 

I am bappy that in abstaining from the fidl exercise of iriy 
legal powers, during my residence at Fort St. George, 1 have 
met the approbation of your lionourable Committee; from the 
hour of my arrival at that Presidency, until my departuri* 
from it, Lord Clive and liis council, as well as the whole civil 
am! military service of that estahlisliment, and all the prin- 

* .ScL- page lo5. 
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cipal inhabitants of the settlement, aftbrded me the most 
zealous and cordial assistance in the discharge of my duty, 
and the most satisfactory testimonies of their attachment to 
your interests and government. 

1 am concerned to inform your honourable Committee, that 
I havci now every reason to believe, that the proposition of 
the Nabob Vizier to abdicate the sovereignty of his dominions 
was illusory from the commencement, and designed to defeat 
by artificial delays, the proposed reform of His Excellency’s 
military establishments. I have the satisfaction however, to 
he enabled to acquaint your honourable Committee, that I 
entertain no doubt of ultimately accomplishing my original 
object of reforming his Excellency’s army, and of substituting 
a llritish forces in its place. A very considerable increase of 
otir })erinanent force in Oiide will be immediately made; and 
a further augmentation of it will take place as soon as possi- 
ble. The dislianding the greater part of his Excellency’s 
inulisciphned and useless force must necessarily follow. Of 
tlie measures now in progress in Oude, I shall at present say 
no more, than that they are calculated to secure the external 
defence and internal tranquillity of his Excellency’s territories; 
to reduce your military expcnces by transferring the charge 
of a very large body of your troops to the funds of the Nabob 
Vizier, and to dimini.sh his Excellency’s military cxpeiices, 
while the eftective strength of lus kingdom will be considera- 
bly augmented. It will no doubt, become necessary to raise 
some additional corps, in the place of those which are to 
he furnished for the service of Oude ; but this augmentation 
will ])e kept within as narrow bounds as possible, and will at 
all events, bear no proportion to the relief resulting to your 
li nances, from the intended increase of the troops to be paid 
by the Vizier. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Morninoton. 
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The Karl of Mornin ton, to the Honourable Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Foft William, January 27tli, 1800. 

On the Itlth instant, I had the honour to receive under tlie 
signatur(^ of the Secretary to your honourable Court, an 
official copy transmitted by your directions of your resolutions 
of the J31*th of September, 1799,'^ adopted in consequence 
of tlie glorious and decisive success of the British arms against 
the deceased Tippoo Sultaun. 

1 request your honourable Court to receive the cordial 
assurance of my most grateful acknowledgements, for the 
distinguished honour of your favourable acceptance of my 
endeavours to discharge the duty of my station in your 
service. 

I entertain a confident hope that the settlement which I 
liavc been enabled to effect by the treaty of Mysore, and by 
the subsidiary treaty of Seringapatain, will correspond with 
your Honourable Court’s expectations of lasting peace in 
India, and of increasing prosperity to the Honourable Com- 
pany’s affairs. The glory of your triumph does not surpass 
the value of your acquisitions, nor the solid and permanent 
advantages resulting from the terms of the pacification; I 
have the satisfaction to assure you, that the beneficial effects 
of the late war, and of the treaties in wdiich it terminated, are 
now^ sensibly felt in every branch of your extensive and com- 
plicated interests ; and that, in every part of India, while the 
moderation, equity and humanity of the Honourable Company 
are tlie theme of general praise, the British power is the 
object of universal confidence and respectful awe. 

No part of the resolutions of your Honourable Court was 
more satisfactory to me, than that which expresses your just 
sense of the services of the Governments of F ort St. George 
and of Bombay, and of the commanders, officers and troops 
employed in Mysore, during the late successful contest. 

On this occasion, it is a })lcasing duty to repeat to your 
Honourable Court the sentiments of gratitude, wdiich I have 
expressed in several of my despatches, and in various recorded 
proceedings, towards His lixcelleiicy tlie (^onimaiider-in-Chict 
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of his Majesty’s and the Honourable Company’s forces in 
India. 

To his Excellency’s cordial and active co-operation, 1 attri- 
bute the speedy equipment of the native volunteers from this 
establishment, the spirit and alacrity with w'hich they em- 
barked for the coast of Coromandel, and tlicir early arrival 
at Madras, by which a most eifective and seasonable addition 
was made to the army opposed to Tippoo Sultaiin. 

To the same zealous and able support must be ascribed 
the considerable augmentation made to the artillery of the 
army in tlie Carnatic, by detachments from Ceylon and 
Bengal. 

During my absence from Bengal, I committed the arduous 
cluirge of this government to his Excellency’s hands, under 
a strong apprehension that the difficulties of the impending 
contest with Tippoo Sultaun, would be aggravated by the 
ap[)roach of Zemaun Shah to the frontier of Oude. 

The concert and correspondence subsisting between Tippoo 
Sultaun and Zemaun Shah, are now matter of public noto- 
riety ; and, if a fortunate coincidence of events had not recalled 
Zemaun Shah from Lahore, to the defence of his own domi- 
nions, it is my decided opinion, that the personal services of 
Sir Alured Clarke must have been required in the held for 
the protection of Bengal, while your army in Mysore was 
engaged with tlie forces of Tippoo Sultaun. 

During this period, under the direction of his Excellency 
the Conimaiider-in-Chief in India, the British Forces on the 
frontier of (3u<le w'ere maintained in a state so resjjectable, 
as to allbrd every prospect of effectual security in any con- 
tingency which could have arisen ; and the judicious distri- 
biilion of our army in Oude and Benares, at that crisis, un- 
questionably preserved the Vizier’s dominions from internal 
commotion, under the combined dangers of the revolt of 
Vizier Ali, and of the approach of Zemaun Shah. 

In liis capacity of vice-j)resideiit in council at Fort William, 
ins Excellency, by a most zealous effort, and niuler circum- 
stances of extraordinary difficulty and embarrassment, fur- 
nished me with such timely aid aseucabled me to order Lieute- 
nant-General Uarris into Mysore, with treasure sufficient for 
the army during the campaign. 

The detail of these circumstances in their full extent. 
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could not have been brought under the particular notice of 
your Honourable Court, previously to the ^4-tli of September, 
1799. In the station in which you have placed me, it is a duty 
of public justice and gratitude, to bear this sincere and res- 
pectful testimony to the meritorious conduct of Sir Alured 
Clarke ; whose a])proved military talents, experience and ho- 
nourahle s])irit, would have acquired additional lustre in 
Mysore, if the exigency of the public service, and my earnest 
entreaty had not demanded his presence in llengal. 

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, 
Honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient and faithful Servant, 

Mornington. 


No. I.X- 

fCoH of Mornington to the Ili^ht Hon, Henri/ Dundar. 

My DPLAR Sir, Fort William, January 2*)th, 1800. 

Your kind letter of the JiJ7th of September, 1799, reached me 
on the ItJth instant, together with those of the Gth and of 
September, and the duplicate of the 23rd of July. I need 
not say how happy I feel in the honourable reception given to 
my packet, by the Sarah Chrisliana ; it was peculiarly satis- 
factory to me to perceive that the motion of tlianks to me was 
postponed, until the whole circumstances, causes and conduct 
of tlie' war with the Sidtaun could be fully before Parliament. 
I am very anxious however, that you sliould cause distin- 
guished notice to be taken of the services of Sir Alured 
Clarke. They arc; particularly enumerated in my separate 
letter l)y tliis despatch to the Court of Directors. I sent a 
copy of my letter to Sir Alured after I had made it up for 
despatch, and I enclose a copy of his answer to me, whicli 
rellects the greatest honour on his character. You will really 
oblige me by obtaining a peerage for him, and I wish you to 
state tlie application to the king, as a personal request from 
me. 

Aly despatches in various departments for these last eight 
months, have nearly anticipated the answ^ers to all your 
letters; and 1 trust in God that before this lime, my brother 
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Henry’s arrival in lingland has satisfied your expectations 
respecting the settlement of Mysore. To have retained the 
whole territory for ourselves, would have raised such a flame 
both at Hyderabad and Poonah, as could hardly have been 
extinguished without another wai*. Henry will have informed 
you of the difficulties which delayed even the settlement as 
ultimately effected at Hyderabad. The Nizam’s pride would 
not have been satisfied without a considerable cession of ter- 
ritory ; and territory is more acceptable to his Highness’s 
ministers, as aff'ording a larger field both for patronage and 
peculation; money or jewels accompanying territory would 
also have been acceptable no doubt; but, distinct from ter- 
ritory, would not have contented the Nizam, and as they 
wcuild have passed directly into his private cotters, would 
have been inaccessible to his ministers. The present settle- 
ment is more gracious, and as effectual in point of real power, 
as that which seems to have formed the extreme point of 
your wishes. 

The affairs of Oude continue in the same uncertain state ; 
but advantage will certainly flow from what has passed. 

The private tonnage this season has given me much trouble, 
it is difficult to deci<le such a question permanently on prin- 
ciples supposed contradictory to the orders of the Court of 
Directors. I shall endeavour to proceed, at least so far as 
to prevent the trade from taking a bent towards fon'igii 
Ihiropean markets in this year; and you ought, in justice to 
my situation to decide the question at liome. 

I remain, my dear Sir, * 

Yours most faithfully and affectionately, 

Moknimgton. 


No. LXI. 

'/V/r Earl of Mornington to the Right Hon, Henry Hunflus. 

Mv DKAR Sir, January 1800. 

I think it necessary to request your immediate and parti- 
cidar attention to the novel circumstance which has recently 
occiirred of a Danish frigate entering the river Hooghley. 
•^he is said to be designed to protect the Jiomeward-bound 
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trade of the Danish nation from Bengal. Under the same 
pretext, a squadron of Danish ships of war might be intro- 
duced into tliis river. The same pretext might equally be 
applied to serve the purposes of other neutral and friendly 
nations; all of wliom might suddenly become our enemies. 
Hitherto the frigate in ciucstion (owing, possibly, to a strong 
suggestion which I conveyed to the Chief of Serampoor) has 
not attempted to proceed higher than Kedgeree ; but I wish 
to know from you how this Government is to act in the case 
of a foreign ship of war attempting, without permission, to 
pass Fort William. Considering the value of onr commer- 
cial fleets which remain for a great part of the year in Sau- 
gor roads, or at Kedgeree and Diamond harbour, it becomes 
a question wdietber the x)rivilege of the river to any extent, 
however limited, ought not to he laced under very strict 
regulations in the case of foreign ships of war ; and i)articu- 
larly during a j)eriod of war in Juirox>e. 

Among other regulations on this head one might be, that 
no foreign ship of war, the destination of which had not been 
formally announced to the Government in India by the Go- 
vernment at home, should be at liberty to enter this river. 
In the present instance, the only intimation which I have re- 
ceived resj)ecting the Danish frigate has been from the Danish 
Government at Serampoor. 

You already know how injurious Tranquebar has x)roved 
to our interests during the whole of the present war, I assure 
you that the Danish settlement of Serampoor is in some re- 
spects'a still greater evil. Its vicinity to the seat of Govern- 
ment in Bengal renders it peculiarly obnoxious ; adventurers 
of every nation, jacobins of every description, swarm at Se- 
rampoor, and it is the asylum of all our public defaulters 
and debtors. 

These cu'curnstances cannot fail to have the effect of occa- 
sionally unsettling the notions of many of our native subjects 
with regard to the extent and source of the authority of 
this Government ; and this impression is assisted by the 
affectations of importance and state, sometimes assumed by 
the Chief of this paltry factory which, as it ha)>pens, is placed 
exactly op])oslte to the cantonment*' occupied by the garrison 
of Fort William. 


* Barrack pore, 16 miles from Calcutta. 
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You are not, perhaps, apprized that Colonel Bie is Go- 
vernor and Commander-in-Chief of all the Danish dependen- 
cies in the provinces of Bengal^ Behar, and Orissa; and that 
he announces himself in this high character through the 
channel of the public newspapers. 

I will conclude with assuring you that you would render a 
most important service to our n.ational interests in this part 
of the world, if you could devise any means of annihilating 
the whole of these petty Kuropean States throughout the 
continent of India : but above all, those of Tranquebar and 
Serarnpoor. 

I remain, &c. &c. 

Mohnington. 


No. LXII. 

7y/<? Earl af Elgin to the Earl of Mornington. 

Constantinople, Febniary 5tli, 1800. 
My Lord, [Received lOtb Juno.] 

Little had happened since I last had the honour of writing 
to your Lordship from hence, till I received the letters and 
enclosures, which I now^ have the honour of forwarding. The 
first collection was captured by one of Lord Nelson’s cruizers j 
and although thrown overboard, they were recovered by the 
activity of our sailors. Your Lordship will read them, I am 
sure, with much interest. The second set have come here 
from Vienna, and require no comment from me, further than 
the assurances I have received from the Porte, that M. Des- 
corches will not be permitted to come to Constantinoj)lc, nor 
the Grand Vizier be allowed to treat with him in Egypt. 

8ir Sidney Smith, in the mean while, is carrying on a nego- 
tiation with deputies from the French army in Egypt. He 
has concluded an armistice for a month, from tlic 28th of 
December, in the hopes of arranging the evacuation of that 
j)rovince. Not having accounts of a Late date from himself, 
I only kiunv the fact indirectly. 

The Grand Vizier has taken Jil-Arish by assault. Still, 
as we know that an expedition is fitting out from Brest of six 
sail of the line, and some frigates, with some thousand troops, 
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and a good dcjii of money on board, us a reinforcement for 
Egypt; and as a fleet of ships has, within these few days, 
been seen off Caiidia, steering towards ligypt, I hope the 
intention (if it has existed) of making a diversion tliroug]) 
the lied Sea by troops from India, may not he abandoned. 

Naples, I am sorry to say confidentially to your Lordship, 
is by no means in so tranquil a state as could he wished. The 
rigour with which the King has x>ersecuted the defaulters 
during the late invasion of the French, lias rooted so very 
deeply the hatred towards the ancient Government, that tlie 
Russians who have gone there of late to form a garrison, 
have actually represented to the Court, now at Palermo, the 
impossibility of restoring order, unless more moderation is 
adopted. 

The misunderstanding lietweeii Russia and Austria, wdiicli 
I have already had the honour of mentioning to your Lord- 
ship, is not removed. The Russian troops pass the winter 
in Bohemia: but lately, the Austrian General, Frblich, who 
took Ancona, not only excluded the Russians from the capi- 
tulation, but consented in the capitulation to a declaration 
made by the French, that the Russians disregarded all laws 
of war. Upon this acknowledgement, the Emperor of Russia, 
not obtaining any satisfaction, lias prohibited the Austrian 
Ambassador from appearing at tlie Court of Petersburg till 
the Emjieror of Germany removes this insult and injury. 

Lord Minto, in the mean time, sjieaks in the most favour- 
able terms of the present views and intentions of Austria. 

From France I know absolutely nothing but what your 
Lordship will find in the papers. . . - Thank God ! we iiavo 
little communication from thence at this place. 

1 have nothing from England subsequent to the date of my 
last letters to your Lordship. 

I have the honour to be, 

with great truth and regard, 

My Lord, 

your Lordshiifs most obedient, humble Servant, 

Elgin. 
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No. LXlll. 

Sh Sidunif Smith to the Earl of Mornington. 

My Lord, otFthc Coast of Syria, 6tli Fchniarv, 

[Received at Fort William, 2‘Jml Aprii, JSOO.] 

I lost not a moment after tlic ratification of the articles of 
convention for the evacuation of Kgypt to send Admiral 
lilanket a copy with a re<piest for him to lorwai’d the same to 
your Lordship, throiigli the most proj)er channel in order to 
curtail any expense on your western frontier that might be 
deemed to have become necessary from the removal of the 
French army, tlieir presence in Egyi)t being to be considered 
as th<! object of armaments and fortifications in that (juarter. 
I now send a duplicate direct to your I^ordsliip through the 
Honourable Company’s very zealous and active agent resident 
at Alej)po ; and although the ordinary conveyance will do for 
a public document, and convey it quicker than any European 
officer could j)Ossibly carry it, I feel incumbent on me to say 
a fcM^ words which cannot be trusted to tlie cliance of their 
falling into wrong hands, and which may induce your I^ord- 
ship to suspentl your orders for the absolute discontinuance 
of your preparations to the westwariL 

Altliougli everything is apparently settled finally, aJid the 
French army decidedly bent on profiting by the opening now 
fairly made for tlieir return home ; yet, when they come to 
learn that Buonaparte on his return home has usuri)^id the 
reins of government, and become almost Dictator from the 
ascendency of liis active, cnteri)rizing, and vindictive charac- 
ter over liis consular colleagues, Sieyes and Diicos, Generals 
Kleber, Dosaix, and other principal oflicers of tlic Egyptian 
army may not dare to carry througli the measure, and ap- 
pear before their arbitrary Generalissimo after having thwarted 
one of his fiivourite projects, the dismemberment of the Turk- 
ish empire, in conjunction with any northern power he may 
be able to influence, of which project he was full wlien he 
(luitted Cairo, though the army anxiously hojied lie never 
wouUI have it in his power to realize it. General Kleber 
could not have known of the success of this modern Crom- 
well, when he confined his pretensions in our late negotiation 
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to the security and honour of the army under his command, 
his rancour against Buonaparte may stimulate him to carry 
his army liome in order to oppose him with the best of all 
possible weapons, a body of veterans that has his name in 
execration for having, on all occasions, sacrificed them, and 
ultimately deserted them without leaving them a hope of re~ 
tiiriK As to succour, they deprecate its arrival as the seal 
of their perpetual exile ; and I know of no man so fit or so 
likely to become the Monk of this entire imitation of the His- 
tory of England as Kleber. Desaix is too volatile and too 
much absorbed in Indian projects ; he dreams of nothing 
but attacking England in all its extremities, and pores over 
the conquest of Mexico till he fancies himself Hernando 
Cortes disciplining Thalascalans to assist his European fol- 
lowers in the execution of the most gigantic schemes of con- 
quest and colonization. 

If 1 can but succeed in transporting this guest of mine, to 
whom I gave a passport five days ago, fairly on his native 
land, he loves his country too much, and has too precise 
ideas of real liberty to be a quiet spectator, much less an ac- 
tive instrument of Buonaparte’s usurpation ; and although I 
feel it my duty to warn your liordshl]) of a possible change 
in the Egyptian arrangement, I do not despair of again garri - 
soning Toulon with anti-jacobins, unmixed with the element 
of which Babel was formed, as in 1793, 

Your Lordship’s most faitliful, 

humble servant, 

* Sidney Smjth. 


No. LXIV. 

The Earl of Mornin^ton to the Nabob of Oude. 

Fort William, 9tli February, 1800. 

The duty imposed on me by my public station, and the 
concern which I take in your Excellency’s personal honour 
and welfare, as well as in the prosperity and happiness of the 
inhabitants of Oude, compel me to communicate to you, in 
the most unqualified terms, the astonishment, regret, and 
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indignation which your recent conduct has excited in my 
mind. 

In order to apprize your lixcelleiicy in the most unequi- 
vocal manner of the causes and objects of this letter, I pro- 
pose to state my observations with r(*fereiice to the follow^ing 
tiistinct propositions in your l^xcellency's correspondence 
witli me, and in your declarations made to the I>ritish llesi- 
tleni at Lucknow. 

I st. Vour Excellency, since my arrival in India, has re- 
peatedly complained of the ruinous condition of your internal 
goveiTiincnt, and earnestly solicited my direct interference, as 
IxMiig indis})ensably necessary for the ])urpose of eilecting a 
complete reform in your aifairs, and especially in your mili- 
tary establishments, 

:^nd. After having received irom me a plan for the reform 
of 5 'our military establishments,^ you expressed, in the most 
deliberate and unciualificd terms, your approbation of the 
siiine, and your hope that it would he carried into ctfect- 

3rd. You have recently declared to liieut.-Colonel Scott, 
that this same plan for the reform of your military establish- 
ment never, \\\ any measure, met with your approbation or 
ucce])tance, or was deemed expedient by you. 

4th. You have attempted, by various means, to delay, and 
vdtimately to frustrate the execution of the plan above men- 
tioned, of which you liad, after full deliberation, expressed 
your entire approbation. 

oth. The means which your Excellency has emj^loyed for 
this j)urpose are cal<!ul«'ited to degrade your characrtcu*, tv d<,‘- 
stroy all confidence between your ICxcelleiicy and tlie Kritish 
(Jovernment, to produce confusion and disorder in your domi- 
nions, and to injure the most important interests of tlie Com- 
pany to such a degree as may he deemed nearly e<juivalcnt 
to positive hostility on your part. 

In tlie beginning of August, 17M8, your Excellency in- 
formed me, by letter, tliat the organization of your govern- 
ment, wdiich bad for a long pcriotl of time been vijry loose and 
confused, was become in the last degree ineffective and irre- 
gular, adding a request that 1 would instruct Mr. Ijiunsden 
(the (’ompany’s Resident at Lucknow) to afford your Excel- 
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lency Ins effectual aid in establishing your authority on a wm* 
has/Ji. A variety of circumstances having rendered it impos- 
silde for me to give immediate consi<h?ratiou to your Ex- 
cellency’s rejiresentation, your Excellency in a subsccjuent 
letter, written in June, icvived tlie subject, observing, 

‘‘ it will be impossible to remove the embarrassment under 
which I labour until 1 shall have carried into effect the re- 
trenchment of superfluous expenses, and shall have esta- 
blished a systematic settlement of the country, and of the 
military (which is indispensahlc j for promoting the security 
and ease; of the ryots,* the prosperity of the country, and the 
tranquillity of the people.” Your Excellency added al- 
though I have been informed by Mr. Lumsden that your 
Lordship has written to him upon this sidqect ; yet nothing 
regarding it lias luaui writtem by 3 ’our 1 iordship to me ; and 
I therefore hope you will rejicat your orders to the Resident 
to he aiding ami assisting me in all matters, so that J may 
convert with him tin; metans of removing my cmhnrrassntents, 
and, with his assistance^ carry on the affairs of my govern- 
rnent in a manner to jiroduce ease ami satisfaction to my 
mind.” YYjur Excellency concluded by declaring, ‘‘ 1 rely 
on your liordsliip for support and assistance in everything.” 

Such forcil)l<; representations of the disordered state of 
your Excellency’s goverumeiit in its military as well as civil 
branches, combined with my own intimate knowledge of the 
actual existence of the evils so repeatedly and emphatically 
described by your Jvxeellency, authorizeil a full confidence in 
the sincerity of your h-xcellency’s reiterated wishes for my 
active interference in your affairs, and for my assistance in 
remedying the defects of wdiich you so justly complained. 1 
therefore determined to adopt, without ilelay, those measures 
now apparently not less nTjuisite for the ease and satisflic- 
tion of your Excellency’s mind, than they had long Vicen 
manifestly essential to the safety of your person and to the 
security and prosperity of your dominions. Under this im- 
pression, wdiile yet occupied by most importani affairs at 
Fort St. George, I ajipointed Colonel Scott to reside with 
your Excellcm^y, furnishing him at the same time with such 
insttTiCtions as appeared to me to be best calculated to 
enable bim to accomjilish tlse ajipaveutly earnest wishes of 

* Sjiiivl! ri uji.l ui‘ the soil. 
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your Excellency for esttiblisIiin;L( an improve! I system of civil 
anti military government within yonr dominions. 

In considering the course of mea.siir(\s h(\st adapttal to 
this salutary purpose, J b(‘came satislied that it was abso- 
lutely nect‘ssarv to commence witlj that reform of your Ex- 
cellency's military forces, which your Ex(*eJleiicy had de- 
clared to be indispensable. I was originally led to this con- 
(Iiisioii by a review of the corres])ondence and negotiations 
which had passed between your JLxcelleiicy and Mr. Einns- 
flen in conseciueiice of the advance of Zemaun Shah to l^a- 
horc, towards the end of the year 17j)8; and I was further 
confirmed in my oj)inioii by a retrospect of the evcmts wdiic'h 
had follow'od the rehellioii and flight of Vizier Alii. 

Tlie conduct of different corps of your Excellency's army 
had in several instances ])reviously to the approach of Ze- 
inaun Shah, abuiidantly manifested tliat no reliance could be 
j)laced either in their fidelity or discipline. IVIanv of them 
liad mutinied, and were prevented from proceeding to acts of 
open violence against your Ex<»ellency’s person by tlie pre- 
sence of the Company's troops. Vour J^xcellencv, w lum con- 
sulted by Sir Jaimes Oaig and by Mr. Lumsdoi on tl^e mea- 
sures of defence to ])c ado])1:e<l against the threatened inva- 
sion of Zemaun Shah, declared that “ no (•onfidence was to 
he placed in your troops/’ ami you not only avowed youi* mi- 
litary force to be inadeejuate to eontribute any assistance* to- 
wards the defence of your dominions, but recpiired the pre- 
sence of part of tlie Briiisli arm>’ wdthin your eapital for the 
express purpose of protecting y<»ur ))erson and authority 
agairjst tln^ excesses ol* your own di.safil*ct:ed and disord(*rly 
troops, in the same moment when the services of the whole 
ol the British army were most urgently demande«l u])oii your 
Excellency's frontier to resist the ap])roac}i of Zenuuiri Shall. 
Hitherto, liowever, the fidelity and utility of your Ivxccllon- 
cy’s troops ha<l been distrusted principally on groumis sug- 
gested by their re]>eated contumacy ami disobedience. Tliat 
they were actually capable of betraying the interests of your 
Excellency in a crisis of positive danger, was subse^jiiently 
]>rovod beyond a possibility of doubt by their treacherous 
<'onduct during the commotions excit(*d by V izicr Alii. 

The iieceswsity of commencing the general imiiroveinont of 
your Excellency's government by a radical reform of your 
inilitary establishment lieing tlieri manifest, ldeut.-(Jolone] 
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Scott, to^etlier with a letter which Sir Alured Clarke ad- 
dressed to your Exc ellency, by iny desire, delivered to you 
such further exjdanatioiis of the proposed measure as the 
occasion recpiired. ft is remarkable that the deliv(?ry of Sir 
Alured Clarke's letter to your Excellency l»ad been preceded 
within the short s])ace of five days hy repeated complaints on 
the part of your h^xcellency of the turbulent and disorderly 
state of your troops. 

fn the {dan of reform for yonr miiitary est.ahlishmeiit pre- 
sented to your Excellency at that period of time, I pro])osfal 
that the greatest {)art of your useless and dangerous forces 
sliould 1)0 disbanded, and should be re]daced by a suitable 
iuimh(u’ of the Company's troops. The r(^ce{)tioii which your 
Excclloiu'y gave to the ju-opositiou corr(^sj)onded with th<‘ 
ex{)ectations which your ICxcellency's rc'peated declaratituis 
aiul ap}di(!a.tions to mo liad led me to form. Your Ivxcel- 
lency {)eiiised (he letter of Sir Alured (darke trif/f snitsfac- 
lion, and dcrlarcd your thorough concurrence in the HCnii- 
mentH which it contained. Your Excellency also, at a siihse- 
qiient confVu’ence with tlie Hesid<‘iit on the oth of Se))tcm- 
ber, observed, of your own accord, tliat the pro{)Osed mea- 
sure iCAin not impraeficahlcy hut such as yon hoped might iw 
a cco /// piish ed. 

It is of iiu{)orience t<» remind your ICxcelleiicy in this place 
that, soon after the o|)ening of tlH\se discussions by Lieut.- 
(^olonel Scott, a fresh mutiny broke out among your Excel- 
lency's troo[)s, wliich your JCxcclIency was enabled to (jiicl) 
soJeb/ by the assistance of the British Besi<lent at Jaickuow. 

Having in a l<‘tter 1 (j ytuir ICxcellency dated tJie -^(ith of 
Si'ptemher, IT'K), expressed my satisfaction in your ready 
concuiTenci' in th(‘ expediency of the measure wliicli had 
been generally proposed in the letter of JSir Aimed Clarke, 
and particidarly t'xplained by Lient.-Colonel Scott, and hav- 
ing at the same time earru'stly exhorted your hixcadlency not 
to sntrer any consideration to delay for a moment the neces- 
sary alterations in your military <‘stabiislnnent (r(?forring to 
the |)lan winch luid lu'en minutely detailed to you hy liicutv- 
(aalonel Scoit), your !vxcf‘Ilency in reply cleclares “ the 
hcaieHts, both mmico' and Attun;, of ^uch a. reA)nn are 
evt i\ more Uri'oy h, Ij-m'.i ;•>: ‘ t! lipou my julud tlian tiu‘V iia>e 
been described by yemr f ..ordshiji ; a year hejore this time, 
under a sense o f the tn nejits in r/uestion, and of the evils ari- 
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sing from tlu? fiilnro of my resources, aiul tiie increase of my 
txpcnces, I planned, of my owtt avcoriL in my mind, a rc- 
form of t ho ay stem, and was the first to propose US" 

To the observation which 1 had submitted to your ICxcel- 
(eiicy relative to tluj possiblt; return, in a more formidable 
shape, of tlie dangto’s which liad already threatened the 
safely of your 1: xcellency’s person and dominions, your ICx- 
< (illencY answi'rs in the same letter, “ please Ood, by intro- 
iim‘ing a reform in the mUltary system, all dangers and all 
apprehension of disturbance will be removed.” 

These extracts from your Excellency’s own letters, and 
From ColoiK.d Scott’s reports of your verbal communications 
noleil and recorded at tlie time, warrant me in declaring that 
your Excellency, in the most direct terms, originally solicited 
iiH‘ to |)r(q)art‘ a ])laii for tlie reformation of your military es- 
tablishment, and that you afterwards positively ajunoved the 
])lan prepared and suhnutted to you at your own rccjiiest, I 
leave it to your Excelleucy to judge with what emotions 1 
now learn from liieut.-Colomd Scott, that you have not hesi- 
tated to assert that this identical plan framed at your own 
suggestion, and approved hy your deliberate sanction, had 
nerer, in any measure^ met irilh your approbation or aeecpU 
ance, or been deemed expedient by you. 

In this place it may not he iiiexpi client to oliserve, that 
even if your Exccdlency had not prolesscd ytmr approbation 
of tin? plan in question, it would Jiave been (?r|ually my duty 
and right to have re<|uired your Excellency’s adoptiorr of a 
ijicasine, tlie exeention of wdiich is iiidispt^nsahly neexissary 
to enabht lln? Company to fulfif tluMi* engageim‘]it “ of de- 
fentling your dominions against all enmnios.” 

In my letter to you of the 5lh of Novenilier last'^' 1 have 
'^uHiciently established tlie right of the (vompany to augment 
tlieir forces within your Excellency’s dominions to whatever 
extent the Britisli GovenniHuit in India may judge requisite 
to the peiTnaiient security of the connno)) interests. I liave 
also exjdained in w hat manner your Jixcelkaicy is bound by 
the 7tli Article of the 'J’reaty coricluded b(^t\v<x*n your Ex- 
eeliency and Sir Jolm Shore, to defray the expeiist? of any 
force which the Britisli Govei nment shall deem necessary for 

* p. LVi. 
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the etieotiial protection of your dominions. The right of the 
Britisli Government to make such an augmentation^ even 
against your Excellency’s consent, in the event of an invasion 
of your dominions, or of any sudden or temporary alarm 
either of domestic or foreign danger, has never been dis- 
puted l)y your Excellency ; but I understand that you have 
ex])resscd to Lieut.-Colonel Scott an intimation, that the 
same right does not extend to a permanent increase of the 
standing army of the Company in Oude. Can your Excel- 
lency then suppose that the treaty was intended to provide 
agiiinst dangers merely of a temporary and transient nature, 
and that it did not embrace the permanent and perpetual 
security of your dominions, and the lasting interests of that 
party which has bound itself to protect them against every 
danger, whether existing or contingent? If a danger shall 
exist, permanent in its nature, but of which the immediate 
approacli to your ICxcellency’s dominions may be so sudden 
and rapid as to preclude the possibility of providing against 
it by any other means, than a consistent and permanent sys- 
tem of preparation and precaution; shall it be contended 
that the legitimate protector and guardian of your dominions 
is not bound by every principle of duty to provide such a 
system without delay ? and is not the season of peace and 
traiujuillity the most favourable for the establishment of ex- 
ternal security and internal order ? 

It is certain that the resources of your Excellency are iii- 
ade(|imte to the double burthen of the proposed additional 
forcew of the Company, and of your own existing military 
establisliment. But if your resources could bear this accumu- 
lated pressure, I should still feel myself bound to I'equire that 
your Excellency should reduce your own disorderly troops. 
The exy)ediency of disbanding as large a proportion of your 
own troops as can possibly be dispensed witli in the business 
of the revenue collections, and in the purposes of ceremony and 
state, does not rest solely on the inefficiency of your troops in a 
military view, but also on their disaffection, and insubordina- 
tion, and on the danger with wliich such a body of armed men 
must ever menace your person, and the public tranquillity in 
time of ])eacc; a danger infinitely aggravated in the season 
either of domestic convulsion, or of foreign attack. The dis- 
mission therefore of the troops in question, is not only recoin- 
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mended by considerations of economy, but indispensably retpii- 
site by the soundest maxims of prudential policy. So long as 
these troops shall be entertained, a large proportion of the 
Company’s force must be constantly employed to maintain the 
peace of the Country ; ami in the event of an invasion of your 
Kxcellency’s dominions by a foreign enemy, the necessity of 
diverting a still more considerable part of the British army 
from the defence of your frontier, for tlie purpose of controlb 
ing your own licentious and disaffected soldiery, would in- 
crease exactly in proportion to tlie magnitude and immi- 
nence of external danger. It must therefore be obvious to 
your Excellency, that the continuance of these dangerous 
troops in your service, instead of leading to a diminution of 
the requisite amount of the British force in Glide, would 
require a far more considerable augmentation of that force 
than any hitherto proposed. 

Your Excellency always professing the utmost anxiety for 
the reform of your own troops, having however delayed to 
concert the necessary arrangements for that purpose with 
(Jolonel Scott, it became my duty to accelerate the adoption 
of those measures for the defence of your Excellency’s domi- 
nions, which daily became more urgent. It w^ould have been 
highly gratifying to me, if your Excellency’s activity on this 
occasion had been proportioned to the exigency of the case, 
or to the earnestness and apparent candour of your own 
declarations ; but the responsibility in tliis case attaching, ac- 
cording to the stipulations of treaty, solely on the Company I 
could not have been justified by any consideration, in suspend- 
ing the measures incumbent on the Company’s Clovernimjiit. 

On these grounds I determined early in the month of No- 
vember last, to introduce immediately into your Excellency’s 
dominions as great a proportion as possible, of the force which 
I deemed necessary to their effectual and permanent defence, 
in addition to the Company’s troops already stationed in Oude. 

I communicated this determination to your Excellency, in 
letter written on the 5th of November, and forwarded by me 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Scott.'^ 

Before Licut.-Colonel Scott could deliver this letter, your 
Excellency had made a proposition to him, wdiich, as he cou- 
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ceived, precluded the necessity of presenting any letter to 
you ; and accordingly it was not delivered until your Excel- 
lency thought proper to recall the proposition in question. 

In the meanwhile the additional troops which I had deter- 
mined to send into your Excellency's dominions, continued to 
assemble for that purpose ; because in every event the neces- 
sity of the intended reinforcements must have remained 
unalterable- 

Hic proposition of your Excellency, to which I have ad- 
verted was, that you should abdicate the government of your 
dominions, and, appropriating to your private use all the 
treasures of the state, retire from Lucknow. You signified 
at the same time, a desire that one of your sons should be 
substituted on the Musnud. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Scott remonstrated against your Excel- 
lency’s declared resolution to abdicate tlic government ; but 
your Excellency persisted, and finally enjoined him to com- 
municate it to me, as the result of your deliberate consi- 
deration. 

This unexpected determination of your Excellency, although 
it induced Lieutenant-Colonel Scott to withhold iny letter of 
the 5th of November, until further orders from me, did not 
prevent him from occasionally pressing upon your considera- 
tion the subject of the reform of your military establishment. 
Your Excellency howevej’, invariably evaded tlie discussion 
by declaring, that under the resolution which you had an- 
nounced of abdicating the government, it was totally unneces- 
sary ^o jiroceed at present in the proposed reform. 

Your Excellency has been in possession for some time past, 
of a formal and detailed answer from me (anthcnticated by 
my signature) to your declaration of your resolution to abdicate 
the sovereignty of your douiinions.* To the argunierits by 
which I endeavoured to modify your Excellency’s original 
plan of abdication, and to the terms on which 1 declared my- 
self willing to facilitate your retirement from the cares of your 
government, (the administration of which you have acknow- 
ledged yourself to be utterly unequal to conduct.) Y'ouv 
h^xcellency has not yet returned any reply ; you liave deemed 
it sulficient to signify to Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, that under 


* See iiiiiiiite by the (lov.-Generiil, p. 159 . 
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my cl e termination not to admit your lixcellency’s proposition 
in the terins stated by yourself, you were ready to abandon 
your design of retirement, and to retain the charge of the 
governineiit ; supporting this apparently new resolution on ge- 
neral grounds of justice to your family. I will not at present 
encjuire whether means might not still be devised for securing 
ample justice to your family, without reducing your Excel- 
lency to the painful and dangerous necessity of continuing in 
a station, the duties of which you have declared yourself to 
be incompetent to fulfil, and of governing a people whom you 
have declared ‘‘ neither pleased with you, nor you with them; 
with whose evil dispositions, enmity, disobedience and negli- 
gence, you are disgusted ; and from whose government your 
mind is utterly witlidrawn.” 

Having recpiested your J^xccllency to return a formal and 
precise answer to my detailed observations and proposals, in 
consec|uence of your Excellency’s declared wish to abdicate 
the government, I shall abstain from entering into any minute 
examination of tlie nature of tbe subseejuent change in your 
Excellency’s mind, until I shall be furnislied in a regular 
manner, witli an explicit statement of the motives which 
induced that change. I must however remark, that every 
circumstance accompanying your Excellency’s conduct, whicli 
has hitfierto fallen under my observation, on this extraordinary 
occasion, appears to me to indicate that your Excellency never 
previously entertained the design of abdicating your govern- 
ment, however convinced of the truth of those incontcistible 
facts whicli you alleged as the motives of your abdication, 
but that you professed such a design with the sole view of 
defeating by delay, the long meditated measure of a reform 
of your military establishment. 

It is most painful to be compelled to state a charge of so 
serious a nature, against a person of your Excellency’s high 
rank and exalted dignity ; but what other conclusion can I 
draw from your Excellency’s conduct, when Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Scott infoi'ms me, that after you liad engaged bis attention 
and mine for nearly two months, by your ostensible intention 
to abdicate the government, you suddenly relinquished that 
intention, and at the same moment declared for the first time, 
that if the reform of your military establishments were to 
be adopted on the principles proposed, it would annihilate 
your Excellency’s authority in your own dominions,” al- 
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though not only the general principles, but all the material 
details of that reform, to which yon now object, had been 
repeatedly approved by your Excellency, as being essential 
to the maintenance of your authority, and indispensable to the 
peace and safety of your dominions. 

But your Excellency has proceeded to other measures of a 
tenden(7 infinitely more dangerous, utterly incompatible with 
all your professions, and repugnant to the fundamental prin- 
ciples of your connection with the Company, and to every 
duty of friendship and honourable alliance. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Scott informs me, that your Excel- 
lency, instead of affording any cordial assistance for devising 
and carrying into execution a plan for the dismission of your 
battalions, has thrown every possible impediment in the way 
of that measure, by endeavouring to restrict tlie additional 
British force to one position and by delaying to furnish 
Lieutenant-Colonel Scott with the statements of your military 
establishments repeatedly required, and absolutely necessary 
to the commencement of the undertaking.” 

Lieutenant-Colonel Scott informs me, that your Excellency 
is equally desirous of impeding the progress of the additional 
liritisk troops^ hy exjwsmg them to difficulties in obtaming 
supplies of provisions ; to prove this intention on the part of 
your Excellency, liieutenant-Colonel Scott states, that al- 
though he had repeatedly applied to your Excellency for the 
necessary purwannahs to your several aumils, your Excellency 
had not yet issued a single purwannah ; the consequence of 
which was likely to prove not only seriously distressing to the 
British troops destined to the protection of your dominions, 
but dangerous to the peace of the country through which 
those troops proposed to march. 

It is impossible for me to express in terms of sufficient 
force, the sentiments Avhich this intelligence has occasioned 
in my mind. 

The conduct of your Excellency in both instances stated, 
but more flagrantly in the last, is of a nature so unequivocally 
hostile, and may prove so injurious to every interest, both of 
your Excellency and of the Company, that your perseverance 
in so dangerous a course, will leave me no other alternative 
than that of considering all amicable engagements between 
the Company and your Excellency to be dissolved, and of 
rc'gulating iny subsequent proceedings accordingly. I am 
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however, always inclined to hope that your Excellency may 
have been inadvertently betrayed into these imprudent and 
unjustifiable measures by the insidious suggestions of evil 
councillors, and being ever averse to construe your Excel- 
lency’s actions in such a manner as must compel me to regard 
and to treat you as a Prince no longer connected with the 
Company, by the ties of amity and of a common interest ; I 
trust that my next accounts from Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, 
may enable me to view your Excellency’s conduct in a more 
favourable light, but lest my wishes in this respect should be 
disappointed, it is my duty to warn your Excellency in 
the most unreserved terms, that your Excellency alone 
will be responsible for all the evils which cannot fail to result 
from any furtlier perseverance in the fatal and imprudent 
course of measures which you have recently pursued. I also 
think it necessary to entreat your Excellency not to delay for 
a moment, whatever further steps may be pointed out to you 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, as necessary to effect the two 
urgent and indispensal)le objects ; namely, the reform of your 
military establishment, and the provision of funds for the 
regular monthly payment of all the Company’s troops in Oude. 

The least omission or procrastination in cither of those 
important points, must lead to the most serious mischief. 

Mornington. 


No. LXV. 

I Aeut. -General Stuart to the Earl of Mornington, 

Tlie lion. Conv|)any's ship IVoodfordy 
My Lord, bJth Fchmary, 1800, otrAnjaiigo. 

Your Lordship will do me the justice to believe, that your 
letter, under the 12th of January,^ which I have just had the 
honour to receive, has been no less gratifying than flattering 
to me. Nor can 1 here sufficiently express my high sense of 
your Ijordship’s goodness on every occasion, and more espe- 
cially for this recent and handsome manner in which you have 
been pleased so particularly to notice me. 


* See p. 1 
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If tny health had permitted, I should most readily have 
sacrificed every private consideration, and continued to exert 
my best endeavours in the service of my country, under your 
Lordship’s auspices in India. It, is impossible that so many mo- 
tives can ever again conspire to lead me to resume an active 
life, for while tlie highest objects were licld fortli to my am- 
bition, I had the further stimulus of your Lordship’s wishes; 
but there is a pei'iod, my Lord, when the mind and the body 
demand repose, and when the spirits no longer animated by 
sanguine expectations, are unfit for excessive labour. It is 
now time that I should withdraw from a scene in which I have 
acted a part for forty years, and if I shall find an honourable 
retirement in my native country under tluit middling state of 
affluence which is sufficient for a man who has but moderate 
wants, I shall rest contented. . liut I have not by this reso- 
lution, my Lord, absolutely devoted the remainder of my life 
to ease ; for as I have always been of opinion, that it requires 
the full enjoyment of healtli to support with firmness the 
vicissitudes of military affairs, should I have the good fortune 
to recover that blessing, I shall again, I am sure, tliink of 
resuming the exercise of a ])rofcssi()n whicl) has constituted 
my employment and happiness for so many years. 

I beg to assure youi' liordship that my friend, Captain 
Walker, as well as myself, feels with due gratitude the very 
liarulsomc terms in which you liavc bf3en so good as to ex- 
press yourself respecting him. He requests of me to make 
his grateful acknowledgements to your Lordship for the con- 
fidenerj you are pleased to place in him, and for the great 
honour ]>roi)osed by admitting him a member of your family, 
'.riie offer of so distinguished a situation has made that pro- 
per impression on his mind that it ought, and whicli your 
Lordship had a right to expect. At the same time his ap- 
pointment under the Presidency of Bombay has been lately 
improved by being nominated to succeed to the present 
Aiiditor-Cxencral, who havS announced an intention of return- 
ing to England soon, and his future prospects are thus, m a 
great measure, confined to that-station. His diffidence, and 
an apprehension that he would not be able to fulfil your 
Lordship’s expectations, is an additional, and perhaps, a 
greater motive to induce him to decline the honour whiph 
your Loi*dsliip'‘s goodness would confer on him. But if yo&i ' 
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Lordship should have occasion to employ him at Bombay, 
either in obtaining any heads of local information there, or 
in whatever other manner, I am certain that he will, to the 
best of his judgment, execute your commands with fidelity 
and alacrity. 

I return to Kngland fully impressed with your Lordship’s 
kindness and generosity. Nor can your unsolicited efforts to 
promote my future comfort and happiness ever cease to be 
warmly remembered by me wdiile I live. I have indeed but 
one subject of regret in quitting this country, that in any 
instance my ideas should not have entirely accorded with 
your Lordship’s superior and more profound judgment.^ 

A name so great as yours, my l^ord, does not stand in need 
of praise from a person in my sphere, but I know that you 
value the esteem of every lionest man, and in this character, 
while I congratulate my country on possessing so eminent a 
statesman, I most seriously wish that success to attend your 
Lordship’s administration, which has already added such con- 
spicuous lustre to the J3ritish arms, and established on the 
most solid basis the English empire in India. 

I have the honour to remain, 
with the greatest respect and regard, my Lord, 

your Lordship’s most faithful, obliged, 
and devoted Servant, 

J. Stuart. 


No. LXVI. 

Earl of Mornington to the Honournlde Jonathan JMnean. 

Sir, Fort William, February 16th, 1800, 

Having fully considered the arguments adduced by Lieut.- 
Ceneral Stuart, in the minute recorded by him previously to 
his departure for Europe (and a])proved hy you in your 
letter to me transmitting that minute) in ])roof of the neces- 
sity of an augmentation of the native infantry of your esta- 
blishment, 1 am satisfied that some increase of that corps is 
indispensably requisite. I am in particular convinced that it 

* Referring to a proposition of Lieiit.-Gen. Stiiart^s for augmenting 
the force of the army at Bombay, and the Gov.-Gcncrara objections to 
a-ny increased military expenditure. — 
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is expedient to enable you, as soon as possible, to reinforce 
the native troops at Surat ; and to dispense with the services 
of the auxiliary troops of the Rajah of Travancore. 

For these reasons, I authorize you to make an immediate 
addition of one regiment of native infantry to the army under 
your Presidency, and to adopt the necessary measures for 
that purpose without delay. 

I have the lionour to be, &c. 

Moknington. 

P. S. I take this opportunity of requesting that you will 
have the goodness to direct all your separate letters to me, 
to be numbered under two heads. 

Offieud - — comprehending such letters as are intended for 
record, and which should always be countersigned by one of 
your Secretaries. 

Private — containing your communications of that descrip- 
tion. 

I wish this regulation to commence from tlie 1st of January, 
1800, and I shall observe the same. Accordingly I shall 
number your letters. 

Official^ >io. 1, dated the 4th of January, 1800. 

Private^ No. . 

The numbers are to recoininence with every year. 


No. LXVII. 

The Earl of Morningfon to the Honourable Jonafhau Duncan. 

Sir, f’ort Willijiiu, Feb. IBth, 1800 , 

Having fully considered your several communications rela- 
tive to the affairs of Surat, I have directed a despatch to be 
prepared on that subject for my signature in Council, toge- 
ther with the draft of a Treaty to be concluded with Nussur 
ud Deen previous to confirming liim in the station of Nabob. 

As it may require a few days to complete these papers, I 
think it advisable to give you an early intimation of the ge- 
neral principle on which my instructions will be founded. 

Being convinced that it is not only the complete right, but 
the positive duty of the British Government to secure the 
external defence, as well as the internal order and good go- 
vernment of the City of Surat ; and being satisfied that the 
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original Treaty between the Company and the Nabob Moyen 
ud Deen presents no obstacle to any conditions requisite to 
ijie permanent establishment of these important and salutary 
objects, I am resolved not to confirm Nusser lul Deen in the 
station of Nabob, until he shall have agreed to transfer the 
whole civil and military administration and revenues of the 
city into the hands of the Company ; reserving to himself an 
annual stipend sufficient for the inaintenance of himself and 
his family, to be paid by the Company from the revenues of 
Surat. 

An arrangement, founded upon this principle will, of course, 
include the institution of regular courts of justice under the 
autliority of the Company. 

I think it will be advisable that you should proceed in 
person to Surat for the purpose of concluding this important 
arrangement. I shall not, however, suggest this measure in 
my letter in Council; but you will understand my decided 
opinion to be, that, without your presence at Surat, the pro- 
posed reform cannot be carried into effect. 

In my official letter (No. 2 ) of the 16th instant, I authorized 
you to add one regiment of native infantry to your establish- 
ment. A more attentive consideration of your communica- 
tions relating to Surat, and of Lieutenant-General Stuart’s 
minute of the 3 1st of January, has convinced me of the ne- 
cessity of extending that authority to the tiddition of another 
regiment, according to the suggestion of General Stuart in 
that minute. 

Y ou will, therefore, proceed without delay to add two, regi- 
ments of native infantry to your establishment. 

It is also my desire, that you should immediately increase 
the force at Surat to one company of Kuropean artillery, two 
companies of European infantry, and one complete regiment 
of native infantry. 

You will observe, that it is desirable that this force should 
precede your arrival at Surat. 

You may expect my despatch in Council in a few days, but 
1 request that you will not delay these preliminary measures 
under that expectation. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Mornington. 
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No. LXVIIL 


The Earl of Elgm to the Earl of Mornington. 


Constantinople, Feb. 20tli, 1800. 

My LouI), [Received at Fort William, May 10th, 1800.] 

Althougli Sir Sidney Smith will, no doubt, have sent to 
your liOrdsliip the earliest accounts of the capitulation which 
the French have signed for tlie evacuation of Fgypt, yet I 
lose no time in forwarding the intelligence from hence, and 
enclosing an abstract of the terms agreed upon. 

1 most sincerely congratulate your Lordship upon this ad- 
ditional security to our East India possessions. The period 
of your administration has surely been tlie most brilliant, and 
has procured more essential benelits to those interests than 
any Government ever was so fortunate as to obtain. No one 
takes a warmer share than I do in whatever must conti’ibute 
so greatly to your satisfaction and reputation. 

Tliere are at tliis moment eight mails from England miss- 
ing. It WM)uld appear that the Elbe is frozen ; and the roads 
on tills side of Vienna are almost impassable. I can, there- 
fore, offer you no news from hence. 

We liave mcn*ely common report from France : nor do we 
know of any act worthy to be cited of the new Government 
at Paris. 

I wish I could give your Lordship any hopes that the 
Court of Russia shewed more disposition than of late for 
continuing a continental war against France. I have not 
heard from Lord Minto since he went to Prague last month, 
for the purpose of an interview with Marshal Suwarrow^ At 
first it was said that their conferences had ended as wx‘ might 
wish ; but my accounts from Russia state the determination 
of the Emperor to be, to recal his troops. 

By advice from London, it is expected there tliat Russia 
continues hearty with ua ; and tlie same language is held to 
the Porte. But if it docs not act on the Continent, I am not 
sanguine as to the benefit w^e are to derive from its efforts. 

Meanwhile the Court of Vienna continues its preparations 
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for another campaign. At present we do not hear any sur- 
mise of Buonaparte’s having proposed fresh terms of peace 
to Austria. 

I have the honour to be, 
with great truth and regard, my Lord, 
your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servant, 

Elgin. 


No. LXIX. 

The Earl of Mornmgton to the Right Honourable Henry Dundan. 

Mv DEAR Sir, Fort William, March 5tli, 18(K). 

Although most of the points touched in your several des- 
patches have already been anticipated, either by my letters to 
you, by the communications which I trust you have received 
through Mr. Welleslej’^, or by my despatches to the Secret 
Committee and the Court of Directors, I propose in this letter 
to reply regularly to such of your communications as have not 
already been directly answered by me. 

Hyderakad, — I received with the greatest satisfaction your 
approbation of the treaty of I Fyderabad.^ Subsequent events 
have abundantly confirmed the justice of the expectations, 
which you formed upon the first view of that treaty. It was 
indeed the source of all our recent successes in India; and 
even if it has in any degree aggravated the characteristic; 
jealousy of the Mahrattas, it has furnished ample compensa- 
tion in establishing an impregnable barrier against their power. 
The system on which the treaty of Hyderabad was founded, 
would certainly be most effectually completed by the? conclu- 
sion of a similar engagement at Poonah, and I am resolved 
never to lose sight of that most desirable object. 

The various instances in which the jealousy of the Mahratta 
State has lately been disclosed, are rather to be attributed to 
the peculiar character of that nation, and to the singular dis- 
position of the present Peishw’^a, than to any formed aversion 
to a nearer connection with the British power. 

The influence of Sciridia has also contributed to frustrate 
proposed measures, because their necessary effect must 
have been to restore the Pcishwa to a cei-tain degree of credit 

* VoI. I Appendix. 

Q 
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and power ; and to reduce Scindia in the same proportion. 
I have no reason to believe that Scindia would be averse to a 
separate connection with us, but not perceiving any possible 
advantage which could arise from such a connection under all 
the circumstances of the present moment, I have taken no 
steps to cultivate it, w^hile I have avoided any manifestation 
of an unfriendly disposition. 

The distractions of the Mahratta empire must continue to 
increase, until they shall be checked by foreign interference. 
No power in India excepting the British now possesses suf- 
ficient strength to interpose with effect in these dissentions ; 
and I shall not be surprised if ultimately the subsidiary force, 
which I am so anxious to establish at Poonah, should be re- 
quired with equal anxiety by the Mahratta State, as the only 
means of restoring order, and of saving the whole of that 
country from plunder and desolation. 

Mr. Colebrooke has now resided several montlvs at Nag- 
poor, and I have every reason to believe, that the Rajah of 
Berar will prove well inclined to support whatever plan the 
Britisli Government may ultimately adopt with regard to the 
affairs of the Mahratta empire. 

With respect to the views of Zemaun SJiah, the papers 
found in the palace at Seringapatam have completely justified 
your opinion of Tippoo’s disposition to obtain the assistance of 
that Prince ; and of Zemanii Shah’s inclination to afford it. 

For some time to come, I trust that Zemaun Shah will be 
too much occupied at home, to admit of turning his arms 
against Ilindostan ; and I am inclined to tliink that the en- 
couragement of divisions in his own government, and of hos- 
tility between the contiguous State of Persia and his dominions, 
is the system of defence against Zemaun Shah on which it is 
most safe to rely under the present circumstances of Jiffairs 
in India. 

The profligacy of Scindia’s character, the distracted state 
of his councils and armies, and the distress or rather ruin 
of his finances preclude the hope of effecting a secure or 
useful alliance with him. 

The establishment of a subsidiary force at Poonah, would 
compel Scindia to return to his own dominions ; and in that 
event, it might not be difficult to convince him that his best 
security would consist in imitating the example of the Nizam 
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and of the Peishwa ; and in placing himself under the imme- 
diate protection of the British power. 

With respect to the general system of policy to be adopted 
by us in India in consequence of the conquest of Mysore, I 
shallre view aH tlie important considerations connected with 
that extensive question in a separate despatch, addressed by 
some future opportunity, either to you or to the Secret 
Committee. 

I conclude, tliat the power of the French in Egypt is either 
already extirpated, or that you will continue the war until 
that indispensable object shall be completely effected. Not- 
withstanding tlie present proud and commanding iiredomi- 
naiice of the British power in India, we cannot expect an 
uninterrupted continuance of tranquillity while France shall 
be permitted to maintain a ])owerful establishment in Egypt. 

Since 1 wrote the preceding paragraph, I have received 
despatches from Lord Elgin, dated the 22nd December, 
171J9, by which it appears that Kleber remains in Egypt 
witli 15,000 men, and that Buonaparte is at the head 
of a new Government in France. Lord Elgin proposes a 
powerful diversion from India, through tlie Red Sea, for the 
purpose of accelerating the evacuation of Egypt by tlic French, 
but after a full discussion of this subject wdth General Stuart, 
I am satisfied tliat it would be an useless waste? of treasure 
and blood to attempt such an expedition on a large scale, 
unless the whole plan of co-operation from the Mediteranean 
had been previously concerted.^ Desultory operations against 
any places retained by the French on the shores of the*Red 
•S<ia may be advantageous, they would neither be perilous, 
nor expensive. 

You are already apprized of my entire coincidence in your 
opinion, respecting the importance of Goa ; and I trust that 
you will be enabled to give full effect to the measures which 
I have adopted for the purpose of rendering that possession 
an additional source of strength to the British Empire in 
India. I also consider the possession of Diu to be a most 
desirable object, particularly with a view to the coercion of 
the Piratical States on the north western coast of the penin- 
sula of India. 

• This was the suggestion of the Goverrior-Ooneral to Mr. Diiridas on 
the hith of May, 1799 . Vid. 1. p. 587 — [lh>.J 
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Finances. — Notwithstanding the large import of bullion 
during the present season, the expences of the war, and the 
considerable amount of the 12 per cent securities, coming in 
course of x>ayment within the current and succeeding year of 
account, have compelled me to continue the system of adding 
to the debt in India, in order to secure a considerable com- 
mercial investment for the ensuing season. I have however, 
tJie satisfaction to assure you, that every symptom has con- 
curred to confirm my opinion, that the debt in India is likely 
to become more manageable in every succeeding year. The 
loans which I have opened at this Presidency during the 
current year, have been made at a rate of interest much more 
favourable than any which has been raised since the year 
1796, as will appear by the terms of the loans of this year. 


Although the second 

loan on the same terms is actually 

ox^en, the state of the xmblic securities is 

now — 



5th March, 1800. 

6 per cent. 

8 per cent. 

Buying. 

13 0 0 
500 

Sell in 
^6 8 0 1 

10 per cent. 

12 per cent. 

10 8 0 

1 80 

980l„ . 

0 0 1 rcmium. 

Having been at the corresponding x^eriod in the preceding 

year — 


5th March, 1799. 

6 per cent. 

Buying. 

‘Mho 

Selling. 

25 8 0^ 

8 x\er cent. 

10 per cent. 

14 8 0 

^t^nOiscount. 

12 x>er cent. 

020 

0 GoJ 


The distress for sx^ecie has gradually vanished, and private 
credit has proportionably been improved ; and I have been 
enabled to send home with valuable cargoes every regular 
ship belonging to the Company in India, while on the other 
hand, I have emxdoyed the whole tonnage which the Port of 
Calcutta could furnish since the month of December, to carry 
to the Port of London, nearly the whole of the goods of 
individuals, which had been tendered for exportation previous 
to that month, over and above the 3,000 tons which the 
Company is bound by law to furnish. 

The finances of the Government of Madras have improved 
in a still greater prox^ortion than those of Bengal. At that 
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Presidency they have opened a loan, under which they have 
been enabled to raise a large supply. The great augmenta- 
tion of the resources of Fort St. George, under the subsidiary 
treaties of Hyderabad and Seringapatam, and the partition 
treaty of Mysore, together with the improvements in the 
revenues of Tanjore and of the country of the Polygars will 
render the finances of that Presidency an object of the high- 
est consideration. It may also be expected that industry, 
population and manufacture, and all the sources of public 
and private credit will take a new spring in our possessions 
on the Peninsula of India, in consequence of our increased 
security in that quarter. 

To these causes of progressive prosperity, it is reason- 
able to add the benefits which cannot fail to accrue from the 
extension, to that part of our empire of the system of judica- 
ture and revenue, under which these provinces have attained 
so eminent a degree of opulence and internal tranquillity. 

I trust that the 8 per cent loan now opened in Bengal, will 
be rapidly filled, and will enable me to provide for all the 
servi(!es stated in my several estimates ; I expect hereafter 
to be able to borrow money at 8 per cent under the former 
system of repayment of the public securities according to 
priority of d«i.te. 

Notwithstanding these favourable expectations, I am of 
opinion, that the surplus revenue of India is not likely to 
afford any considerable or certain resource. The increasing 
magnitude of our empire in India, and the continual expan- 
sion of every branch of our numerous and complicated inte^^ests 
must preclude any considerable reduction of our permanent 
charges civil, military, or commercial. More cannot be hoped 
from the utmost exertion of vigilance, integrity and ability in 
any persons to whom the government of this empire may 
hereafter be entrusted than to check, by a seasonable and 
diligent system of revision, that tendency to excess and abuse 
which is the inherent vice of all great establishments. On the 
other hand, it is my decided opinion, that the growing re- 
sources of India will keep pace with the demands upon 
them. 

With respect to the resource which you expect to derive 
10 India from bills upon the East India Company under the 
plan of remittance, the prosperous state of public credit in 
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England and in India will co-operate to render that resource of 
little avail. The state of the public funds in England will 
diminish the desire of remitting private fortunes to England 
from India in proportion to the increase of the public pros- 
perity at home, and the high degree of security which our 
Indian Empire has acquired by the success of the late war 
against Tippoo Sultauii, has inspired so general a confidence 
in the stability of the British power in India> that individuals 
will think their capital equally safe in India, where it will 
certainly be more productive than in England, 

These circumstances, added to the vast increase of the ex- 
port of goods from India to England will probably detain 
much capital in this country, and retard the operation of any 
plan of remittance which could be devised. 

Private merchants, for commercial purposes, will always 
offer more advantageous terms than the Company ; and in 
time of public prosperity the bills of individuals of undoubted 
capital wdll be received by many in preference to bills drawn 
on the Company on terms less favourable. 

The same causes will naturally tend to maintain, if not to 
increase the present high rate of exchange upon bills on 
England ; and while the natural and current rate of exchange 
shall be so much higher (as it is at present) than that al- 
lowed hy the plan of I’emittancc througli the Company, it is 
not to be expected, that individuals will resort to that plan to 
such an extent as shall furnish any important financial re- 
source. 

doMMFHCK. — That (he export of British manufactures to 
India, under proper regulations, might be extended to the 
amoiiht of a considerable resource, I entertain no doubt, but 
I must observe, that before such an effect can be expected 
an entire reform must take place in the conduct of the East 
India Company’s exports to India. 

The leading points which require minute and diligent care 
in the management of this branch of the Company’s affairs 
appear to me to be, first, tliat the goods should be of the 
first quality ; secondly, tliat they sliould be invoiced at a rea- 
sonable and just price ; and thirdly, that they should be as- 
sorted in a manner suitable to this market, and conformably 
to the indents sent from hence. 

Under the present system the quality of the goods is fre- 
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quently defective ; for the two last years the invoice price 
has been considerably increased without any correspondent 
improvement in the quality of the goods, and the assortments 
have been injudicious and contrary to the indents sent from 
hence by those officers who are best acquainted with the 
nature of the market. 

As connected with this subject, in one point of view, I de- 
sire to call your particular attention to the defective and unser- 
viceable state of the arms annually exported to India for the 
use of our troops. This is a disgraceful evil, and of a most 
pernicious tendency. I am apprehensive that the whole sys- 
tem of the Company’s exports to India is rendered subser- 
vient to private interests at the expense of the public. 

Mr. Pitt’s Bill for tlie reduction of the duties upon im- 
ports from India has grievously disappointed the expectation 
of the commercial part of the community. The duty im- 
posed by that bill upon the Sugars^ particularly (m the 
coar^^er sort, is much too high ; and the object of inviting 
the trade of India to the Port of London, will not, I fear, be 
effected by the general scale of duties adopted in that bill. 

Internal Administration of Bengal. — The increasing 
arrears of the land revenue of Bengal occupied my attention 
immediately after my arrival in India. 

After full consideration I passed a law for the purpose of 
remedying the increasing evil* of accumulating balances. 
The beneficial effects of it have already been felt to so great 
an extent as to warrant a confident expectation tliat the 
^stipulated income will hereafter be paid witli great regqjiarity. 

My judgment and experience coincide entirely with your 
opinion, that the system adopted by Lord Cornwallis has 
proved and must continue to prove a fruitful source of happi- 
ness, wealth, industry, and population to this flourishing 
country. That system, however, has still to encounter some 
avowed and many secret enemies ; nor have its benefits been 
yet fully realized, it has not been carried into execution with 
cordiality, zeal, and energy proportioned to its merits ; it has 
received no aid of collateral institutions calculated to furnish 
a supply of men properly qualified to fill the several stations 
of judicature and revenue ; nor has a due and impartial se- 
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lection been uniformly made of the persons best qualified in 
the actual state of the service to fill such stations as have 
progressively become vacant; nor has the administration 
of justice throughout the provinces been superintended with 
a sufficient degree of vigilance and care. 

I htTve nearly matured a plan w'ith a view to these salutary 
objects. The principal measures on which it will be founded 
will be, first, the institution of a Court of Sudder Dewannee 
and Nizamut Adawlut distinct from the council ; but of whiclk 
the Chief Justice shall be capable of sitting in council, if ap- 
pointed from home to a seat in council. The province of 
this new Court shall be, not only to receive and judge ap- 
peals, but also to superintend the administration of justice 
and the general state of police in all the inferior courts, 
branches and departments of the judicial institutions. 

It is ray intention to constitute this court of those persons 
who bore a principal share in framing the system so happily 
adopted by Lord Cornwallis. Their talents, integrity, and 
experience, as well as the peculiar propriety and dig- 
nity of tlicir manners render them the fittest to hold this dis- 
tinguished station, to which it is my intention to annex the 
highest rank wliich the law enables me to grant. 

The Chief Justice of this new court may liereafter become 
a member of the Council, in Avhich event he will still con- 
tinue to preside in the court. In the meanwhile I wish to be 
empowered by law to give a rank to tlic Chief Justice of the 
Sudder Dewannee and Nizamut Adawlut, which shall place 
him ajS nearly as possible on a level with the Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court of Judicature. 

2nd. The institution of a College or University at Calcutta 
in which the Writers shall be subject to the rules of colle- 
giate discipline for the first two or three years subsequent to 
their arrival ; and shall study the languages, history, laws, 
manners, and customs of India, the laws enacted by the 
Governor-General in Council, and such rudiments of the laws 
of England as are necessary to enable the judges through- 
out these possessions to administer the laws of India in the 
spirit of the British constitution. 

3rd. I propose to pass regulations subjecting all persons 
appointed to offices of the judicature or revenue to public 
examination in the several branches of knowledge requisite 
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in tlicir respective stations, before they shall be entitled to 
receive the enioliiments of the office to which they may have 
been appointed. 

4th. In the several stations of revenue and judicature 
tliroughout the .provinces many public officers are to be 
found avowedly incompetent to the due discharge of their 
duties. Some from ignorance, natural incapacity or fixed ha- 
bits of indolence and dissipation, others from age and infir- 
mity. Such persons have been suffered to retain their sta- 
tions under the orders of the Court of Directors, prohibiting 
the grant of pensions of retreat to the civil service. This 
prohibition is contrary to true principles of economy. The 
inevitable operation of it has been to fix incapable persons in 
stations requiring efficiency ; and the loss sustained by their 
iiogligcncies or errors infinitely overbalances the expense of 
providing for theiii at the public charge. The application of 
tins prohibition to persons who have grown old or infirm in 
the public service is illiberal and cruel, as well as impolitic. 
On the other hand it may, perhaps, be questioned whether 
those whose ignorance, natural inability, or other defects dis- 
qualify them for the public service, can be entitled to any 
conq)eiisation from the state which has already supiiorted 
tlicni at a considerable expense, under the presumption of 
their sufficiency to discharge the duties for which they re- 
ceive emolument. 

liut viewing the actual state of the civil service at this Pre- 
sidency, I know that many persons do not, and never will, 
render justice to the public in the stations which the% now 
hold, although it would appear an act of great harslmess and 
rigour to remove these persons, without making some provi- 
sion for them. Their number is not very considerable, it 
hears no pro[)ortion to tlic mischief occasioned by their evil 
administration, and by the dangerous example whicli their 
conduct affords to the younger branches of the service. My 
intention, therefore, is (without waiting for orders from 
home) to remove all persons of any of the descriptions to 
whlc.li I have adverted from efficient office ; and to pro- 
vide for them by adequate pensions for life, payable to 
their agents in India on the condition of their returning to 
haigland. The present allowance to the Company’s ser- 
vants out of employment being payable only to such as re- 
side in India would not answer the purpose proposed. 
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Among the servants now out of employment, but residing in 
Bengal, few, if any, are qualified for efficient office ; the 
amount of the pensions to be paid under the new plan must 
bear a just proportion to the period of service as well as to 
the offices actually enjoyed at the period of removal, it will 
be for the Government at home to consider whether any per- 
manent plan of pension for civil servants retiring from the 
service in India shall hereafter be adopted. The measure 
which I propose to carry into effect, is more immediately ap- 
plicable to the actual state of the civil service in India ; but 
the principles on which it is grounded may furnish the foun- 
dation of a permanent system, which shall for ever secure 
this Government against the evils of inefficiency, ignorance, 
and negligence in the subordinate branches of the executive 
administration. 

Taxation. — The accounts which you will have received this 
year of the revenue on salt w-ill be highly satisfactory to you, 
and you will have observed with peculiar pleasure that the 
revenue arising from the sale of Opium has been completely 
restored by the improved system of agency, by the extreme 
care applied to the manufacture of the drug, by the due pro- 
portion now preserved betw^een the quantity manufactured 
and the current demand, and by the measure which I have 
uniformly carried into effect of publicly destroying all KSiich 
opium as had been declared to be adulterated. The produce 
of the two last sales of opium (wliicb included tlie wdiole an- 
nual (|uantity for the last season) has exceeded that of the 
most, favourable sales of that drug ever cx])erienced in Ben- 
gal, the nett profit to the Company on tlie two sales in De- 
cember, 1799, and February, 1800, having amounted to more 
than 23 lacs of rupees (£287,500 sterling).'^' I have little 
doubt that this branch of revenue will continue to flourish 
under the same judicious system, vigilantly administered. 
The public service is greatly indebted to Mr. Fleming, se- 
cond Member of the Medical Board, for liis careful ins})ec- 
tion of the opium, as well as for his various suggestions by 
which the manufacture has been placed under improved re- 
gulations. 

You will observe with great satisfaction the considerable 
increase which has taken place in the Government custom^^ 

* the rupee fit 2d*. (k 7., its then rmrent value;— 
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at Calcutta since my arrival in India. This is to be attribu- 
ted entirely to increased care and vigilance in the business of 
the custom house. The customs were placed for some time 
under the management of Mr. Haldane, a Member of the 
Board of Trade, who was principally aided by a young gen- 
tleman of the name of Twining, in restoring order to the bu- 
siness of the Custom-house. Mr. Twining has distinguished 
himself very much in this transaction ; he is at present too 
young in tlie service to be placed in the enjoyment of a sa- 
lary adequate to his merits, but I shall take the first practi- 
cable opportunity of promoting him ; in the meanwhile I have 
appointed Mr. Dashwood to the collection of the customs. 

I can rely on his diligence and integrity, and Mr. Twining 
will act under him. 

It is necessary to observe that the right of the Governor- 
General in Council to raise the duties on goods in the Port of 
(Calcutta is questioned by the lawyers here, in the ])resent in- 
definite state of our powers of legislation. 

An improvement of the tax upon Spirituous Liquors and 
intoxicating Drugs is now under my consideration, and I 
have little doubt that this branch of the revenue may be 
much increased. But here again I feel myself embarrassed 
by the anomalous constitution of this government. Under 
the construction given to the laws for the government of the 
British ]K)Ssessions, it is a received doctrine, that the Gover- 
nor-General in Council cannot legislate for the town of (Cal- 
cutta. Therefore the capital City of this empire must be 
exempt from the ojieration of any l.'uv imposing adilitional 
duties on the articles above mentioned, unless I can contrive 
to pass such a law under the pretext of an improvement of 
the duties appropriated to the support of tin? police. 1 am 
disposed to hope that sources of just and moderate taxation 
may be discovered on other articles of general consumption ; 
hut this measure must he adopted gradually and with great 
caution. I must here also observe, that although Calcutta 
must necessarily he the place of the greatest consumption, 
as well as that where any new tax would h<? less sensibly 
felt than in the country, the suppose<l restrictions of the law', 
and the strange conflict of authorities betwx*en the Supreme 
(>ourt of Judicature and the Government, preclude the pos- 
sibility of my applying any system of taxation on articles of 
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general consumption to the town of Calcutta. I trust you 
will, without delay, relieve this government from a predica- 
ment so embarassing. 

Police. — The Police of Calcutta is now in a deplorable con- 
dition, and if speedy measures be not adopted the town will soon 
relapse into its ancient state of filth and unhealthiness, and 
will again become fatal to European constitutions. It is my 
intention immediately to proceed to improve the drains and 
roads, to widen the streets and avenues, and clear away the 
jungles, and remove the tanks and other nuisances situated 
in the neighbourhood of the town. These improvements 
will necessarily occasion expense ; but it is an expense which 
the Company must incur, or forfeit every title to the charac- 
ter of a wise and munificent sovereign. In aid of this ex- 
pense it would be just to levy an assessment on the inha- 
bitants of Calcutta ; but I have already stated that measure 
to be impracticable in the limited state of my powers- Va- 
rious other regulations of police are requisite for the preser- 
vation of the peace and order of the town; even these I 
shall find it difficult to enforce until my right to legislate for 
Calcutta shall be rendered indisputable by act of parlia- 
ment. 

OuDE. — Of the two general heads, under which you have 
stated the objects of your anxiety, with regard to the situa- 
tion of Oude, I trust that the second is now nearly accom- 
plished ; namely, the substitution of an efficient military force 
under the Company’s authority, in place of the Nabob Vizier’s 
danger, ous and undisciplined army. This reform has not been 
effected without great reluctance on the part of the Vizier, 
whose character has been displayed on this occasion in the 
genuine colours of Asiatic treachery and falsehood. I liave 
nothing to hope from any other quality in his Excellency’s 
mind, excepting liis acknowledged pusillanimity, which I flat- 
ter myself will induce him to submit to the introduction of 
such a portion of the British authority into the management of 
his country, as is indispensably necessary to the just and pure 
administration of the Government ; to the accurate collection 
and economical expenditure of his revenues ; and to the re- 
lief of liis people from tlie extortion, cruelty and oppression, 
under wliich they now suffer. I shall hereafter submit to 
you a detailed view of my proceedings in Oude ; at present 
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it may be sufficient to say, that I consider the reform of the 
Vizier’s military establishment to be far advanced, and that 
in consequence of the success of that preliminary step, I en- 
tertain a sanguine hope of being able to carry the same spirit 
of reform with vigour and effect into every other branch of 
his affairs. 

Government of Fort St. George. — 1 am happy to be 
able to express my entire concurrence, in your opinion, with 
regard to the progressive improvement of the administration 
of affairs at Fort St. George ; and I have no doubt that the 
same system will continue to be pursued by Lord Clive and 
by the persons who now constitute his advisers at that Presi- 
dency. My long residence at Fort St. George, and the cor- 
diality, temper, and honour of Lord Clive have completely 
identified the two Governments, and I find no more difficulty 
in governing our extensive possessions on the coast, with all 
our recent acquisitions of territory and influence, than in re- 
gulating any of the collectorships in Bengal. You will ob- 
serve, by the public proceedings, that I have lately transmitted 
to Fort St. George detailed orders for introducing into the 
possessions under the immediate Government of that Presi- 
dency, the same system of internal administration, under 
which these provinces have so happily flourished. I enter- 
tain no doubt, that, under the present Government at Fort 
St. George, my orders will be carried into effect with tlie ut- 
most degree of honesty, alacrity, and zeal. Tlic execution, 
however, of those orders must necessarily be imperfect un- 
less accompanied by tlie application to the civil serYice at 
Fort St. George, not only of all those subsidiary improve- 
ments still requisite in Bengal, hut of other remedies more 
peculiarly demanded by the state of the service at Fort St. 
George, My present inclination is to render the Court of 
Sudder Dewannee and Nizamut Adawlut in Bengal the Su- 
preme Court of Appeal from all the Company’s possessions, 
and to vest in it the general superintendence of the adminis- 
tration of justice and the regulation of police throughout the 
British empire in India. This arrangement appears to be 
well calculated to secure uniformity, consistency, and purity 
in the conduct of *all the subordinate courts of justice, and 
in every institution of police. I do not apprehend that it 
will be necessary or expedient to establish any intermediate 
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Court of Appeal at Fort St. George between the Sudder 
Dewannee Adawliit in Bengal, and the ordinary Courts of 
Circuit and Appeal, to be instituted on the coast of Coro- 
mandel. I am also inclined to think that the writers destined 
for Fort St. George may advantageously pass the two first 
years of their residence in India at the University of Calcutta; 
where proper professors may be established for their instruc- 
tion in the languages peculiar to the territories subject to tlie 
immediate Government of Fort St. George, 

Tlie adoption of a plan for pensioning public ofllcers inca- 
))able of service is required at least as much at Fort St. 
George as in Bengal. But the peculiar evil now inherent in 
the constitution of the service at Fort St. George is not only 
unknown in Bengal, hut <lirectly contrary to the fundamental 
principle on which I^ord Cornwallis rested all his jdaris for 
amending and purifying the administration of affairs in these 
provinces. He prohibited all indirect and secret emolnments, 
and all mixture in j)ursuits of commerce, or of other affairs 
incompatible with a due attention to the public service ; and 
lie established the allowances of the public offic(?rs on so 
liberal a scale as might enable them not merely to subsist 
during the period of their public labours, but to realize, with 
due economy, a competent provision after a moderate period 
of service. 

This system is not founded on any principh? exclusively 
applicable to the characters, liabits, or interests of the public 
servants in Bengal, It is founded in a just ami correct know- 
ledge of mankind, for no pi'oposition can be more self- 
evident, or of more universal application, than that the best 
security against the temptation of illicit profit, is to annex 
liberal emolument to honest labour. It is, therefore, difficult 
to conceive on what ground an expectation can be formed, 
that the public service at Fort St. George should be as pure 
and correct as that in Bengal ; while the civil servants of 
Fort St. George shall be permitted to mix in pursuits foreign 
to their public duties; and while the general scale of the 
allowances at Fort St. George shall remain so low as to pre- 
clude those prospects of honest profit deemed necessary in 
Bengal for securing the integrity of the public servants. I 
am aware that this remark does not apply with so much force 
to the commercial as to other branches of the Company’s 



1800. THE RIGHT HON. HENRY DUNDAS. J239 

service at Fort St- George. Some of the commercial allow- 
ances have been increasecl at that Presidency, on the very 
principle of rendering them so ample as to preclude the 
temptation of irregular profit ; and yet the irresistible appli- 
cation of the same principle to other branches of the service 
at the same Presidency has never been admitted in practice, 
however it may have been acknowledged in argument. For 
it can never be supposed tliat the Company can deliberately 
deem it to be a more incuinhent duty of Government to se- 
cure the honest discharge of its commercial concerns, than to 
preserve its revenues from peculation, and the administration 
of its laws from corruption and oppression. It is possible 
that the limited and precarious condition of the revenues of 
the Presidency of Fort St. George, and its state of insecurity 
<liiring the existence of the contiguous hostile power in My- 
sore, may liave retarded the due consideration of this subject. 
But in the present increased, and, I trust, progressive state 
of the prosperity and security of that valuable possession, no 
such obstacle exists to a reform urgently demanded l)y every 
principle of humanity, policy, and justice. 

I am convinced that the continuance of the present inade- 
({uate allowances of the jmblic servants at Fort St. George 
would })rove an insuperable bar to the improvement of the 
revenues, and to the due administration of justice in that part 
of our Kmpire. At present tlie public servants at Fort St. 
George, in most of the offices, can fiiul no alternative but 
poverty or corruption. Is it the part of wisdom or honour 
in any Government to reduce its servants to such an alterna- 
tive ? During my residence at Fort St. George a most re- 
spectable member of the Board of Revenue, Mr. Harrington, 
resigned his seat at the Board because his salary did not 
afford him the hope of providing a competent maintenance 
for his /ainily at the expiration of his service; and he en- 
tered into a Commercial House of Agency, withdrawing, 
from the Company’s service talents, integrity, and zeal, 
which had proved higlily useful, and might have been ex- 
erted with increased benefit to their affairs. I know that 
Mr. Cockburne, (whose abilities, knowledge, and integrity, 
are not surpassed by any person in India,) entertains simi- 
lar intentions of retiring from the Company’s service. And 
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it must be evident to your comprehensive view and long 
experience of public affairs that this evil will be aggra- 
vated in proportion to the increased magnitude and impor- 
tance of the interests entrusted to the management of the 
public servants at Fort St, George; and that ultimately a 
service so defective must be deserted by all who are not dis- 
posed to take advantage of its abuses. 

The consideration of all these circumstances has induced 
me to call Lord Clive’s particular attention to the scale of 
allowances at Fort St. George ; and it is my intention to ac- 
company the institution of the new Courts of Judicature at 
that Presidency by a general revision of the salaries of their 
civil service ; the result of which will, I trust, enable me to 
place all the allowances on a proper level. 

The delay attendant upon tlie expectation of orders from 
home and the urgent pressure of the evil will, I trust, suffi- 
ciently justify my determination to applyi with all practicable 
despatch, such a remedy as shall appear to my judgment to 
promise the most speedy, beneficial, and permanent effect. 

I entertain little doubt that the revenues, under the ma- 
nagement of the Government of Fort St. George, will be con- 
siderably improved in all their branches ; and that the addi- 
tional expense of providing for the important objects stated 
in the preceding paragraphs will be far overbalanced by the 
consequent amelioration of all our resources in that quarter. 

Carnatic. — The double Government of the Carnatic is a 
difficulty which continues to present tlie most serious and 
alarming obstacles to every attempt at reform. The expec- 
tation of favourable opportunities of negociation with the 
Nabob of Arcot, and of the effects of conciliation and atten- 
tion towards him will, I am convinced, be ever disappointed 
by the event. You recollect with what sanguine ho})es 1 
looked forward to the result of measures adopted in a spirit 
of mildness and persuasion, but 1 have found them entirely 
vain and fruitless; nor can 1 cherish the slightest ray of hope 
that such a course cah ever prove successful, during the life 
of the present Nabob. His Highness is surrounded by Eu- 
ropean advisers of the most dangerous and profligate charac- 
ter, whose interests arc deeply involved in the perpetuation 
of the abuses of his Government, and who (amongst other 
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means of perverting his Councils) labour to inspire him with 
the notion of a distinction of interests and powers between 
the Royal Government and that constituted by Act of Parlia- 
ment for the administration of the British Empire in India. 
In all his conversations and correspondence, he studiously 
distinguishes his Majesty’s Government from that of the 
Court of Directors ; uniformly treating the latter with disre- 
spect, and even with ridicule and contempt. In my last con- 
versation with his Highness he plainly declared to me that he 
considered his Majesty to be his father, friend, ally, and pro- 
tector, but that the Court of Directors desired to obtain his 
country any how.” 

The principles of this distinction are encouraged in his 
Highness’s mind by the letters and embassies ^fhich have 
occasionally reached him from his Majesty through channels 
not only unconnected but avowedly at variance with the Bri- 
tish Government in India. All such letters and embassies 
have the most pernicious tendency to withdraw the confidence 
and respect of the natives from the governments in India, 
and to fix their attention on his Majesty’s naval or military 
officers, or such persons (of whatever character) as may acci- 
dentally be the bearers of his letters. The frequent letters 
wliich his Highness the Nabob receives from his Royal High- 
ness the Prince of Wales greatly aggravate the same evil ; 
and it is with the utmost concern that I feel myself bound by 
my public duty to request that you will take an opportunity 
of representing to his Royal Highness that his correspond- 
ence with the Nabob of the Carnatic has produced an effect 
entirely contrary to his Royal Highness’s wishes, and has 
been highly injurious to the public service in India. 

Few, if any, of the Company’s servants at Madras are now 
directly engaged in the intrigues of his Highness’s Durbar. 
The principal and most mischievous agents and counsellors 
of his Highness are to be found among persons who have 
been the bearers of letters to his Highness from England, 
and among the attorneys and low practitioners of the law, 
who notoriously conduct his Highness’s correspondence with 
the Government. Nor can I entertain any expectation that 
the newly established Judicature at Madras, under Hjs present 
constitution, will in any degree assist the Government in re- 
pressing the intrigues and corruption of the Durbar. My 

VOL. II. R 
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experience during my residence at Fort St. George leads me 
to believe that the powers of the Court of the Recorder will 
prove entirely inadequate to the detection and punishment of 
the usurious and corrupt practices which that Court was in- 
tended to repress, while the establishment of such a Court 
will tend to confirm the audacity of the tribe of pettyfoggers 
which now infests the Carnatic, and governs the Nabob’s 
Durbar. I confess that I cannot concur with you in ascribing 
the purity of the service in Bengal to the influence of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature at Calcutta. The most corrupt 
period in the history of Bengal, or perhaps in that of any of 
our foreign establishments, is to be dated from the institu- 
tion of the Supreme Court to the arrival of Lord Cornwallis, 
a period of time, during a considerable portion of which tliat 
Court exercised Us powers to their utmost possible extent. 
The purity of Lord Cornwallis’s personal example, and the 
integrity and wisdom of his institutions, the increase of the 
regular and avowed public allowances, the separation of the 
legislative, judicial, and executive powers of the Government, 
and the consequent subjection of the Government itself to 
the controul of its own laws, were the real foundations of the 
reform at this Presidency. This constitution was the source, 
and its operation has been the security, of that reform ; nei- 
ther the design nor the execution of the amended system of 
administration in Bengal was in any degree aided by the 
co-operation, influence, or example of the Supreme Court. 
During the administrations of Lord Cornwallis, and of Lord 
Teignmoutb, the Supreme Court teemed with abuses of every 
description, and would liave afforded a much fitter subject 
than an instrument of reform. Respectable and honourable 
as the person is who now presides in that Court, and eminent 
as his public services have been in the detection and remedy 
of the abuses abetted by his predecessors, I cannot discover 
ill what manner the influence or authority of the Supreme 
Court now operate to preserve the purity of the service of 
Government. 

The public sj^rvants look exclusively to the person in whose 
hands the Government reMdes, and to the practical result ol 
that constitution which he is bound to administer. Under 
that constitution he possesses ample powers of reward and 
punishment ; and the due exercise of those powers cbnsti- 
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tutes the vital principle of the public service, and the sole 
spring from which the purity or corruption of the subordi- 
nate officers must ever flow. The responsibility of the Go- 
vernor-General in Council to the Government at home, and 
die conspicuous station in which he is placed, sufficiently 
secure the due exercise of his arduous functions. 

The Supreme Court possesses no power of rewarding the 
public servants, and with respect to their punishment, it can 
never proceed vigorously or efficaciously without the co-ope- 
ration of Government; even with that co-operation, the 
powers pf the Supreme Court must be limited by the difficul- 
ties of obtaining legal proof of malversation ; and even where 
such proofs can be obtained, the species of punishment which 
the Supreme Court can inflict can neither be so speedy nor so 
formidable to the public servants as the powers of suspension 
and subsequent prosecution at home vested in the Govern- 
ment. Whenever punishment in the form of public prose- 
cution may become requisite, I am convinced that it would be 
much more effectually inflicted, if the j)rosecutiou were always 
to be instituted in England. With regard to petty cases of 
abuse every useful purpose would be answered by a tribunal, 
independent of the Government, but placed towards it in the 
relation of a mere interpreter of the laws of England, modi- 
fied by such as may be enacted by the Governor-General in 
('oiincil. 

The supposed controul of the Supreme Court over the 
person of the Governpr-Gerieral never can be exercised with- 
out occasioning a convulsion in the Government ; it is, tlKire- 
ibre, eitlier useless, or dangerous, and every trace of it ought 
to be abolished. The extreme cases in whicli the crimes of 
the Governor-General may require the controul of a superior 
authority, cannot he provided against in India without the 
^application of a remedy infinitely more perilous than the sup- 
posed evil; the existence of which is scarcely witliin the 
verge of possibility. The remedy of such cases should be 
left on the same ground as it stands on in Ireland with rela- 
tion to the possible personal crimes of the chief Governor 
exercising the sovereign executive power. No power in India 
should appear to be co-ordinate with the Government, and 
’^till less to rival or to control it. 
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I shall hereafter address you more in detail on the present 
' constitution ofthe Supreme Court of Judicature, (particularly 
on such parts of it as have proved practical impediments to 
the exercise of the control of this government over its own 
native officers, civil and military and native subjects ; (but it. 
would have been uncandid in me to pass without notice a 
passage in your correspondence, relating to so important a 
subject, in which 1 have the misfortune not to concur in your 
opinion. 

I cannot conclude this subject without adding my cordial 
testimony in favour of the moderation, discretion and propriety 
with which the present Court (under the direction of Sir John 
Anstruther) has uniformly exercised it powers, not only with- 
out a sympton of jealousy, but with every possible attention 
to the dignity, vigour and efficacy of the government ; but a 
power radically dangerous ought not to find protection in 
the temporary forbearance of those hands in which it is 
vested. 

The duty of communicating to you without reserve, my 
sentiments on the subject of the utility of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature, has led me to digress from the actual state of 
'the Carnatic. 

I am thoroughly convinced, that no effectual remedy can 
ever be applied to the evils which afliict that country, without 
obtaining from the Nabob powers at least as extensive avs 
those vested in the Company by the late treaty of Tanjore. 
At the deatli of the present Nabob, ;^uch a treaty might 
easily be obtained from his successor, (if after that event it 
should be thought advisable to admit any nominal sovereign 
of the Carnatic, excepting the Company.) A young man re- 
sides at Chepauk, who is treated by the Nabob as his High- 
ness’s son. This young man is certainly the son of a dancing 
woman, who was received for some time in his Highness’s 
house; and the Nabob declares himself to be the father. 
Numerous legitimate descendants of Wallajah are in exist- 
ence. The whole question of the succession will therefore be 
completely open to the decision of the Company, upon the 
decease of the present Nabob. The inclination of my opinion 
is, that the most advisable settlement would be, to place 
Omdut ul Omra’s supposed son on the Musnud, under a 
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treaty similar to that which was lately concluded with the 
Rajah of Tanjore, it will however, be expedient that you 
ishould immediately consider whether it might not be a more 
effectual arrangement to provide liberally for every branch of 
the descendants of Wallajah and Omdut ul Omra, and to 
vest even the nominal sovereignty of the Carnatic in the 
Company. 

On this subject I request your immediate instructions; 
which you will frame with reference to the following most im- 
portant and interesting considerations* 

During the whole course of the late war with Tippoo Sul- 
taun, the conduct of all the Nabob’s officers without exception, 
amounted nearly to positive hostility in every part of his 
territories through which the British army, or that of the 
Nizam marched, or even in which suppliers were ordered to 
be procured or collected for their use. When complaints 
were stated to his Highness he promised redress, but never 
afforded it in any instance. 

I was compelled to seize the persons of some of his princi- 
pal officers, and to bring them down to Fort St. George, 
from districts in which our force was not sufficiently consider- 
able to furnish an effectual check to their treasonable prac^* 
tices. In all districts so circumstanced his Highness’s officers 
did not scruple to proceed to open violence for the purpose 
of obstructing our supplies. 

During this arduous crisis, his Highness frequently endea- 
voured to anticipate my complaints by alleging pretended 
grievances to justify the conduct of his officers, but 4ipon 
examination his Highness’s complaints uniformly appeared to 
be utterly devoid of foundation. 

At the most critical period of our military preparations, 
when every European and native at Madras, emulated each 
other in aiding the public service by loan and contribu- 
tion, his Highness could not be induced to advance, even on 
account of his acknowledged debts, any assistance to the 
public treasury. He indeed, with much reluctance, under 
the apprehension of a cessation of all friendly intercourse 
between him and me, engaged to advance a sum on account 
of his new cavalry debt ; but after the most solemn protesta- 
tions of punctuality, he broke his faith with every circum- 
stance of infamy and dishonour, at a moment when this viola- 
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tion of his engagements might have proved fatai to the 
progress of the army; if I liad^ suffered myself to be so far 
the dupe of his repeated assurances^ as to have relied in any 
degree on their performance for any pecuniary supply of the 
troops in the field. 

During the whole of this period, I have every reason to be 
confident that his Highness possessed the ready means of 
satisfying a much more considerable demand, than 1 had 
deemed it expedient to make upon him. 

It was perfectly evident during the progress of our success, 
that his Highness derived no satisfaction from the triumph 
of our arms ; and it is remarkable that he never appeared in 
public at the celebration of any of the rejoicings occasioned 
by the glorious termination of the war. 

Whatever suspicions of his Highness’s personal disaffection 
to the British Government might have b6en warranted by 
all these combined circumstances, I was rather disposed to 
attribute them to the weakness of his government, or to the 
corruption and intrigues of his advisers than to any spirit of 
positive treachery in his own disposition; but the records of 
the late Tippoo Sultauii, which fell into our hands after the 
'‘Capture of Seringapatam, have furnished me with the most 
authentic and indisputable evidence that a secret correspon- 
dence of a nature the most hostile to tlie British power, was 
opened with Tippoo Sultaun by the late Nabob Wallajah 
towards the close of liis life, through the agency of Omdut 
ul Omra the present Nabob. 

Omdut ul Omra appears to have been extremely zealous 
and forward in the conduct of this secret intercourse during 
the life of his father, and no question can be entertained that 
the late Nabob, as a principal, and Omdut ul Omra as an 
agent, were guilty of a flagrant violation of the treaty of 
1792 ; as well as of the fundamental principle of their connec- 
tion with the Company. Omdut ul Omra was a party to the 
treaty of 1792, and on that circumstance founds all his present 
rights. Sufficient proof appears that Omdut ul Omra, after 
his acGiession, manifested a disposition to maintain the corres- 
pondence coumienccd by his father through him ; and I enter- 
tain no doubt that his objects in that correspondence were of 
the same hostile and treacherous character, as they had been 
previous to the death of his father. The proof arising from 
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written documents of his overt acts of hostility since his ac- 
cession, is not so full and distinct as that which relates to his 
foniier agency. But this defect may be supplied by oral 
testimony, as all the necessary witnesses are alive and in our 
hands. 

No doubt exists in my mind, that the British Government 
would iiow be completely justified, in depriving the Nabob of 
all power over his country, and reducing him to the state of 
a mere pensioner. 

The only questions which remain for decision are the time 
of carrying this measure into execution, and the amount of 
the provision to be made for the Nabob, for his descendants, 
and for those of Wallajah. As soon as you shall have re- 
ceived this letter, I request you to despatch an express to me 
with your opinion, although mine is so decided, that I shall 
not wait for the communication of yours, if the season should 
appear to me to be favourable for the great measure which 
is now become indispensable on every principle of justice 
and policy. 

Tanjore, — With respect to Tanjore, the treaty which I 
framed previous to my departure from Fort St. George, and 
which has since been carried into effect by Lord Clive, will, 
I trust, place the administration of the affairs of that country 
on an improved foundation. The difficulties which I encoun- 
tered in obtaining a correct and consistent account of Tanjore, 
are scarcely to be described or imiigined. 

After a most tedious enquiry, I brought the several con- 
tending parties to a fair discussion (or rather to a hittei^ con- 
test) in my presence; and after an argument which lasted three 
or four days, I proceeded to review the whole case in a regular 
manner, adverting to every fact and argument on both sides of 
the question. At length the contending parties unanimously 
concurred in the expediency and justice of the treaty, in the 
form in which it has been concluded. 

A question will arise with respect to the unregistered debt 
of the late Rajah of Tanjore. I am inclined to believe that 
some branches of that debt, as well as that of the urifconsoli- 
clated debt of the Nabob of the Carnatic, are at least as well 
entitled to consideration as any part of the debt sanctioned 
by parliament. The subject merits your attention. 1 shall 
not feel myself at liberty to act upon it without orders from 
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home; but I am satisfied that you will find some cases of 
great hardship among many rather deserving prosecution 
than payment. 

CiRCARs.— The Northern Circars, according to the report 
of the Board of Revenue at Fort St. George, are now in 
state to receive the same principles of government, with some 
local modifications, which have been applied to Bengal. The 
new settlement now about to be introduced upon the coast, 
will therefore include that vast tract of country. It may be 
convenient to observe to you in this place that my determina- 
tion to render the new settlement of die land revenue on the 
coast perpetual, without previous reference to the Court of 
Directors was founded on intelligence from Mr. Cockburne 
that the terror of such a reference would render all settle- 
ment impracticable, and above all would entirely frustrate the 
sale of the Havelly Lands. 

Malabar. — The condition of the coast of Malabar, has 
been so entirely changed by the conquest of Mysore, that the 
principles stated in your despatches to the Government of 
Bombay, and in General Stuart’s letters to you, are no longer 
applicable to the actual circumstances of that district. The 
conquest of Mysore will, I trust, enable us to settle Malabar 
and Canara on a systematic and durable plan of government. 
The subject is now uncler my consideration. One principle 
however, I am persuaded will appear as evident and incon- 
trovertible to your mind as it does to mine; that whatever 
may be our ultimate determination with respect to the power 
of tke several Rajahs, it must appear to flow from the gene- 
rosity, justice and power of the British Government j and not 
to be derived from a timid submission to the refractory spirit 
of any rebellious tributary. 

Communication with England. — If the war with France 
should be protracted, and Buonaparte continue at the 
head of affairs, I am persuaded that some attempt will be 
made by France against our Indian empire. A regular 
monthly despatch overland from London to India will, in that 
event, be of the utmost importance. Indeed, under any cir- 
cumstances, a speedy and certain communication between 
England and India, appears to me to be an object in which 
the interests of both countries are deeply involved. My opi- 
nion is, that, in addition to the despatch overland, monthly 
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packets should be established to sail regularly both from 
Europe and India. They might carry small cargoes and 
passengers, which, with the profits of postage on letters, 
would more than defray their expenoe. 

In reviewing your correspondence, I have not thought it 
necessaiy to return any particular replies to your several 
letters of recommendation. The receipt of them is noted in 
the annexed memorandum. Being in possession of your prin- 
ciples with respect to recommendations, I do not think any 
further explanation necessary. 

I remain, my dear Sir, &c. 

Morninoton. 


No. LXX. 

The Earl of Mornington to the Eight Honourable Lord Cl we. 

My Lord^ Fort St. Georjire, March 26 tli, 1800 . 

Having at present under my consideration the state of our 
relations with the Nabob Omdut ul Omra, and the whole 
tenour of his conduct towards the British Government, 1 
shall soon be prepared to communicate to your Lordship tlie 
final result of iny determination on these important subjects. 
In the mean while, the possibility of the .sudden contingency 
of his Highness’s death, renders it expedient that I should 
state to your Lordship, in an official form, the opinions and 
directions which I communicated to you verbally duriiig my 
residence at^Fort St. George, for your Lordship’s guidance 
in the event of the Nabob Omdut ul Omra’s death. 

Although the treaty of 1792 was concluded in the name 
and on behalf of the Nabob Wallajah, and of his successors, 
no obligation of that treaty binds the Company to place, or 
to support, on the Musnud, any individual of the family (even 
if any should be nominated by the reigning Nabob) whose 
pretensions to the succession may be actually disputed, or 
may appear questionable. ^ 

Various rumours exist relative to the birth of the person 
of whom the Nabob Omdut ul Omra declares himself to be 
the father. It is, however, certain that the mother of this 
young man is of low origin ; and that she was never married 
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to tlie Nabob. It is reasonable to believe, that the succes- 
sion of this young man would be felt as an injury to the 
rights of the late Ameer’s son, by all who might think favour- 
ably of the latter’s title : and all such persons would undoubt- 
edly use every practicable effort to defeat such a succession. 

Under these circumstances, neither party could claim our 
support under the existing treaties ; and in determining to 
whom that support shall he granted, we are at liberty to con- 
sider the security of the British interests in the Carnatic, the 
general prosperity of the country, and the happiness of its 
inhabitants, as the primary objects of our right and duty. 

On this principle, it is manifest, that, from the candidate 
whom we may resolve to raise to the Musnud, we may justly 
require the most ample pledges for the effectual remedy of 
the various evils wdiich now afflict the Carnatic. 

For this purpose, the successor of Oradut ul Omra must 
be required to surrender to the Company, in the most abso- 
lute manner, the civil and military administration of the Car- 
natic ; not retaining possession of a single fortress, nor main- 
tainmg any armed force, under any pretext whatever. No 
other arrangement would be adequate to the attainment of 
the indispensable objects which have been stated. 

The general priiijpiples of the late treaty with the Rajah 
of Tanjore may be made the model of the agreement to be 
concluded wdth the successor of Omdut ul Omra. Such mo- 
difications of that treaty, as may be rendered necessary by a 
variation of circumstances, will readily suggest themselves to 
your fiordship’s mind. The article relative to forts and mili- 
tary establishments, noticed in tfie preceding pa,;ragraph, will 
admit of no modification. The amount of the provision to 
be made for the support of the succeeding Nabob, and of 
the other branches of the family of the late Wallajah, should 
be regulated with reference to the numbers and rank of the 
persons to be maintained, and on a scale of reasonable libe- 
rality. 

Although the elevation of the supposed son of Omdut ul 
Omra to the Musnud would probably be disagreeable to the 
principal Mussulmans in the Carnatic, I am of opinion that 
he might be rendered a better instrument for the accomplish- 
ment of the salutfTry ends proposed, than the son of the late 
Ameer could be expected to prove. Whenever, therefore, 
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the death of the present Nabob may take place, your Lord- 
ship will place the young man, who passes for his Highness’s 
son, on the vacant Musnud, previously requiring his consent 
to the conditions generally described in this despatch ; unless 
any objection to this disposition should occur to your Lord- 
ship’s mind ; in W'hich event, your Lordship will be so good 
as to state your objections to me immediately after the receipt 
of this letter. 

If the Nabob’s supposed son should refuse or delay to 
subscribe to those conditions within twenty-four hours from 
the present Nabob’s death, you will then give the son of the 
late Ameer the option of the succession on the same terms. 
If he also should reject the necessary conditions, your Lord- 
ship will immediately proceed to establish the Company’s au- 
thority in the completest manner throughout the Carnatic ; 
and you will suspend all further negotiation on the subject of 
the succession until the receipt of instructions from the Go- 
vernor-General in Council. 

I am not aware that the Ameer has left more than one son. 
In the event of his male oftspring being more numerous, your 
Lordship will consider these directions as applicable only to 
his eldest son ; and you will not treat with any younger 
branch of his family. 

Your Lordship will bear in mind the expediency of making 
a reasonable provision, in .any of the cases supposed, for the 
Nabob’s family, and for all natives of distinction and charac- 
ter, as well as for indigent families, at present dependent on 
the service or bounty of the Nabob of the Carnatic.*' Any 
arrangements which may be hecessary for this purpose should 
take place, if possible, in the same instant with the establish- 
ment of the Company’s authority throughout the country. 

I have the honour to bo, &c. 

Mornington. 
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No. LXXL 

Sir IV , Sidney Smith to the Earl of Mornington, 

Tififre off Alexandria, April 6th, 1800. 
My Lord, [Received 2 1st of June.] 

It is my duty to give your Lordship the earliest information 
that hostilities recommenced between the French and Otto- 
man armies in Eg^pt on the ^th ultimo, as it is probable the 
knowledge of this event will decide your Lordship to conti- 
nue in the execution of any plan of co-operation you might 
have formed towards driving this French army out of Egypt 
by force, that mode seeming to be the only one practicable 
under the change of circumstances which has taken place 
since the signature of the convention for tlie evacuation. This 
change has been occasioned by the notification made by Lord 
Keith, Commander-in-Chief of his Majesty’s ships in the 
Mediternanean, to General Kleber of the only conditions 
under which the return of the French array to France would 
be allowed, and which the veteran troops composing it re- 
fused to listen to. General Kleber readily acquiesced to my 
proposition, to open new conferences on the subject, and let 
things remain in suspense till the answer to my despatches 
notifying the convefition should come from London. The 
Grand Vizier was very liberal on the subject, as General 
Kleber informs me, in his letter, acquiescing to my proposi- 
tion for a conference, and as appears from his Highness’s 
letter to me, but the impatience of the /Turkish troops to 
enter Cairo, from w^hich they were only five miles distant, 
occasioned the rejection of the French General’s demand of 
a delay in the evacuation of the citadel, proportionate to the 
interval of time there might be previous to the arrival of the 
consent of the British Government to the free passage of the 
French army as settled by the convention. General Kleber, 
in consequence, notified his intention to renew hostilities, and 
attacked the Vizier’s advanced posts on the morning of the 
20th ultimo. The circumstances and result of this battle, if 
it can be so called, are detailed in a letter sent by Mr. Moricr 
open through me to your Lordship. I retarded the evil day 
as long as I could by negotiation, and the conclusion of a 
treaty of evacuation in the only possible way in which it could 
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be brought about. The lamentations of the malcontents of 
the French army, (forming the evacuation party), or their rea- 
soning in opposition to the colonist party, not being to be 
considered as any proof of their inability to hold out against 
us ; in fact, the inei&ciency of the Turkish fdipce is so much 
more absolute, that I am apprehensive of the consequences of 
this defeat placing things in a much worse position than they 
were at the beginning of the campaign. The Grand Vizier 
cannot be said to have an army with him at present, and the 
only chance there is of preventing the total annihilation of 
his remaining force is, the desperation to which a portion of 
his forces may be driven from apprehension of re-crossing the 
desert, which may induce tfiem to make a stand among the 
last villages on the edge of the cultivated country near Bel- 
beis, the dislodging them from which will be no easy matter, 
considering the Turkish mode of fighting. This is but a 
^slender hope, but I am endeavouring, all in my power, to 
realize it by sending a supply of powder to the Vizier, and 
by such other co-operation as my very limited means enables 
me to employ on the coast. I expect the theatre of naval 
war will be transferred hither by the natural propensity of 
Buonaparte to support his favourite colony,” and his desire 
to prove to this army that he has not deserted them entirely. 
Twenty-two ships of the line were ready for sea at Brest the 
latter end of December. The combined fleet will amount to 
48, and from the circumstances of the preparations making 
at Carthagena for the reception of a fleet, it is conjectured 
that their destination is the Mediterranean. This circum- 
stance may be an additional inducement to your Lordship to 
turn your attention this way, and to employ a little of that 
energy and prowess which has so well established our mili- 
tary reputation in India towards changing the contempt in 
which the French hold our army, into that respect they .affect 
to give exclusively to our navy, but which opportunity will 
ever (as it has done in the Mysore) prove to be equally due 
to both. 

I have the honour to be, 
with the utmost respect, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servant, 

W. Sidney Smith. 
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No. LXXII. 

The Earl 0/ Mornington to the Right Honourable Lord Clive, 

Mv Lord, . Fort William, April 7th, 1800. 

I have the lionour to transmit to your Lordship copies, in 
Persian, of various extracts from letters and other papers 
found in the Palace of Scringapatam. The Persian docu- 
ments are accompanied by translations in English ; and the 
Persian copies, as well as the translations, are attested by 
the Persian translator of this Government, whose report to 
me on the contents of these important papers, and of the 
other documents which accompany this letter, is annexed to 
this despatch.* 

The embarrassments opposed by the Nabob Omdut ul 
Omra’s officers to the collection and movement of our sup- 
plies, during the last war with Tippoo Sultaun, repeatedly 
called for iny interposition during iny residence at Fort St. 
George, and induced considerable doubts in my mind of his 
Highness’s fidelity to the fundamental princiide of his engage- 
ments with the Company. In the last council which I had 
the honour to hold at Fort St. George, previous to niy depar- 
ture from that Presidency, your Lordship may recollect that 
I stated my suspicions, that both the Nabobs Wallajah and 
Omdut ul Oinra, had been engaged in a secret correspond- 
ence with Tippoo Sultaun since the peace of 1793. Those 
suspicions were founded on a cursory view of one of the 
documents composing the series of papers now transmitted to 
your Lordship. The subject has since Engaged my most 
serious attention. Several of the most important of these 
papers have recently reached my hands, and a deliberate 
consideration of the evidence resulting from the whole of 
these documents has not only confirmed, in the most unques- 
tionable manner, my suspicions of the existence of a secret 
correspondence between the personages already named, but 
satisfied my judgment that its objects, on the part of the 

* Thesti (lociiincnts arc voluminuus : they completely convict the 
Nabob Omdut ul Oinra, and his father the late Nabob Wallajah, of a 
breach of the alliance subsisting between them and the Company; and of 
forming an intimate connection with 'I’ippoo Sultaun, directly adverse to 
the British interests in India. — [Kw.] 
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Nabobs Walajali and Omdut ul Omra, and especially of the 
latter, was of the most hostile tendency to the British interests. 

The report of the Persian translator* on the nature of these 
papers is drawn with so much ability, and so accurately 
detailed, that I do not judge it necessary, at pitesent, to enter 
into a more particular comment upon them. I shall hereafter, 
however, review the whole subject. The object of the pre- 
sent letter is solely to convey to your Lordship my instructions 
with regard to the measures necessary to effect a more full 
discovery of all the circumstances of this extraordinary 
transaction, as well as to secure the British interests in the 
Carnatic against any possible consequences to be apprehended 
from the disaffection of the Nabob Omdut ul Omra, during 
the interval of the requisite enquiry into his conduct. 

The proofs arising from the papers would certainly be 
sufficient to justify the British Government in deprivitig that 
faithless and ungrateful prince of all means of rendering any 
part of the resources of the territories which he holds under 
the protection of the Company, subservient to the further 
violation of his engjigements, and to the prosecution of his 
desperate jMirposes of treachery and ingratitude. But it will 
he more consistent with the character of the British Govern- 
ment to regulate its proceedings by a regard to its own 
dignity and systematic moderation, than by the standard of 
his Highness’s crimes. It is, tliei’cfore, my intention to pro- 
ceed to a deliberate enquiry, founded on such further written 
documents as we may be able to obtain at Seringapatam, as 
well as on the oral testimony of the principal persorrS con- 
cerned in this correspondence. This enquiry must be con- 
cluded previous to the adoption of those arrangements which, 
I am persuaded, must be the ultimate consequence of a just 
investigation of this transaction. 

With these sentiments, I request your Lordship to lose no 
time after the receipt of this despatch, in examining the 
several witnesses, of whom a list is annexed, and in directing 
Lieutenant-Colonel Close to make such further enquiries as 
he can prosecute, and to furnish your Lordship with such 
written and oral testimony as he may be enabled to obtain 
at Seringapatam. 


* 


See Appendix. 
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I have annexed to this despatch a memorandunii vrhich 
may serve to assist your Lordship in the conduct of the 
intended enquiry. I refer you to that papeti as containing a 
summary view of my ideas with regard to the mode of regu- 
lating tlie examination of the several witnesses. I cannot, 
however, relinquish this part of the subject without recom- 
mending to your Lordship’s most serious attention the neces- 
sity, of enquiring with the utmost degree of accuracy into the 
conduct of the Nabob Omdut ul Omra, subsequent to the 
date of the letter N, deceived at Seringapatam on the 8th of 
January, 1797 ; and to trace his correspondence with Tippoo 
Sultaun, down to the period of our preparations for the last 
war, throughout the season of these preparations^ and 
throughout the campaign which ensued. 

I am persuaded that your Lordship, and all the public 
officers employed under your orders in the conduct of this 
examination, will advert to the great importance of observing 
the strictest secrecy until the period of its final close, and of 
the arrival of my instructions, founded on your Lordship’s 
report to me of the evidence collected by you. 

I request you to forward the result of your enquiries to me 
by an express vessel (to be engaged immediately for this pur- 
pose), and in duplicate over land, in order that my ultimate 
instructions may be transmitted to you with the least possible 
delay. 

Tlie result of the enquiry directed by this despatch will 
probably render it my duty to deprive the Nabob Omdut ul 
Omra*of the civil and military government of the Carnatic, 
under such modifications and regulations as may be deemed 
expedient to secure the safety of our interests in that valuable 
possession, with the least practicable degree of pressure on 
his Highness’s feelings. If this despatch had contained a 
positive instruction to your Lordship to assume the Govern- 
ment of the Carnatic without delay, I apprehend that the 
necessary preparations for carrying that measure into effect 
must have occupied a more considerable space of time than 
will now be required for the proposed enquiry, and for the 
communication of my judgment upon it, although it is my 
wish to delay the actual assumption of his Highness’s 
Government until that enquiry shall be completed, I deem it 
necessary to authorise your Lordship to proceed immediately 
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to make every arrangement preparatory to that measure, 
which now appears to me to have become inevitable. In 
addition to these powers, my confidence in your Lordship’s 
discretion, and my sense of the extreme peril to which the 
disaffection of the Nabob Oindut ul Omra may eventually 
expose the Carnatic, induce me to furnish your Lordship 
with a general authority of assuming his Highness’s civil and 
military government, and of taking any such further steps as 
the exigency of the circumstances on the spot may appear to 
your Lordship to require. In such a posture of affairs, it is 
impossible to frame any rule from which the pressure of the 
moment might not demand a departure. I shall, therefore, 
content myself with apprising your Lordship of my anxious 
desire to avoid the extremity of assuming the government of 
the Carnatic previous to the completion of the enquiry, and 
to the arrival of my final instructions after the result of that 
enquiry shall have been communicated td me. I cannot fore- 
see any event of less importance than the strong probability 
of an hostile invasion, or of internal commotion, either in the 
Carnatic or in Mysore, which could render it necessary for 
your Lordship to assume the country without previous refer- 
ence to me. You will, however, understand the intention of 
this despatch to be, to give you a discretionary power of 
acting according to your deliberate view of the necessity of 
the case before you. 

Your Lordship will concur with me in opinion, that the 
disclosure made by the annexed documents, of the disaffection 
of the Nabob Omdut ul Omra, supersedes the necessity of 
any further consideration of the state of the Company’s con- 
nection with that prince, under the orders lately conveyed by 
the Honourable Court of Directors to your Lordship in 
council. While those orders were under my consideration, 
a combination of fortunate circumstances revealed that corres- 
pondence, which at once furnishes an explanation of the 
perverse spirit of his Highness’s councils, since his accession 
to the Musnud, and demands the application of the sole 
effectual remedy for the evils which those councils have 
brought upbn his people. 

Although the accompanying, as well as the present instruc- 
tions, to your Lordship, have been read and approved in the 
Secret Department, by the Governor-General in council, at 

VOL. II. s 
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Fort William, I have deemed it expedient to transmit this 
despatch to your Lordship, in the present form, instead of 
addressing it to your Lordship in council. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, &c. 

Moknington. 


No. LXXIII. 

Eari of Mornington to the Right. Hon. Jjord Clhe. 

Mv Lord, Fort William, lOth April, 18 (X). 

I have the honour to enclose for your Lordship’s information 
an extract of a letter from the Resident at Hyderabad, com- 
municating to me a proposition made by Azim ul Omra, for 
granting to the Company an assignment of certain districts, 
belonging to his Highness the Nizam, as a fund for the pay- 
ment of the regiment of cavalry recently added to the subsidiary 
force stationed in his lligliness’s dominions. 

The principle of tliis proposal is perfectly conformable to 
my wishes ; but the local position of the particular districts 
offered by Azim ul Omra, would render the management of 
them extremely inconvenient, if not absolutely impracticable, 
to the Company’s servants. The proposal, therefore, cannot 
be accepted in its present form. 

The Resident at Hyderabad, however, thinking it probable 
tiiat Azim ul Omra might be induced to assign to us, for the 
purpose stated, districts more convenient in point of situation, 
I have directed the Resident to consult your Lordships 
opinion with respect to this point ; and I liave authorized liim 
to treat witli the minister for the assignment of such districts 
as shall be approved by your Lordship, stipulating, however, 
that the management of the same shall be exclusively and 
absolutely vested in the Company, without reserving any 
power of interference for his Highness the Nizam’s govern- 
nient. 

It may be proper to apprize your Lordship, that I shall be 
well satisfied to commute the whole amount of the subsidy 
payable by his Highness the Nizam, for an equivalent assign- 
ment of territory contiguous to the Carnatic ; and I shall be 
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glad to receive your liorclship’s sentiments with regard to the 
districts which it would be most expedient to demand in 
the case supposed, as well with a view to considerations of 
military advantage, as to those of revenue. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Mormngton. 


No. LXXIV. 

The Karl of Mornington to the Hon. Jonathan Dttncan. 

Sir, Fort William, April IGth, 1800. 

Previous to your departure from Bombay for the settlement 
of theailairs of Surat, under my instructions in council of the 
10th March last, it appears to me of essential importance, 
that I should express to you my sentiments witli regard to 
the powers of government which the public interests require 
you to exercise during your absence from the Presidency of 
Bombay, 

It must be presumed that the Legislature of Great Britain 
had foreseen that public affairs might frequently demand the 
presence of the governors of Fort St. George and Bombay, 
in parts of tlie territories immediately subject to those respec- 
tive Presidencies, but remote from the ordinary seat of 
government. 

No special provision, however, has been made by law, for 
the administration of the government in the absence '>f the 
Governor on such occasions, although ample jjrovision has 
been made for the case of the Governor-General proceeding 
to Fort St. George or Bombay. Jt may he inferred, there- 
fore, to have been the intention of tlie Legislature, that, 
whenever the public interest might require the presence of 
tlie Governors of Fort St. George or Bombay, at any places 
within the limits of their governments, but remote from the 
established seat of Government, the Governors should exer- 
eise all the powers vested in them by law when in council at 
the Presidency, as far as circumstances might admit. 

Supposing the Legislature not to have adverted to the 
case in question, it cannot be imagined to have been their 
intention, that the Governors of those Presidencies should 
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not quit the seat of their respective governments whenever the 
public interests might demand their presence in some distant 
part of the territories immediately subject to their authority. 

Until some legislative provisions shall have been made for 
the case of the temporary absence of the Governors of the 
different presidencies within the limits of their respective 
governments, I have no hesitation in declaring it to be my 
opinion, tliat it is consistent with the spirit of the law, as well 
as essential to the public interests, that the Governors respec- 
tively should, on such occasions, exercise the same powers as 
when in council at the Presidency, as far as circumstances 
may admit. 

While the Governors of Fort St George or Bombay remain 
within the limits of their governments, it is evident that the 
members of the respective councils possess no powers distinct 
from the Governor, and that they are incompetent to perform 
any act of government otherwise than in his presence, and 
even otherwise than with his assent in every case excepting 
judicial proceedings, and those particularly specified in the 
Act of Parliament. 

If, therefore, the necessity of the occasional absence of the 
Governor from the Presidency be admitted, cither the general 
administration of the aflairs of the (government must be 
suspended during his absence, or he must exercise, under his 
separate responsibility, to the extent which circumstances 
may require, all the powers which are vested in him by law 
when in council at the Presidency, afterwards recording his 
acts ifi council. 

The legal incompetency of the council to exercise any 
portion of the public authority independently of the Governor, 
is not more evident than tlie expediency of limiting the exer- 
cise of the pow'crs of government, in the case under consi- 
deration, to the Governor’s hands, and of precluding the 
members of council, in the absence of the Governor, from 
exercising any such independent authority. The Governor, 
by law, under all circumstances, is responsible for the admi- 
nistration of the affairs of the Government. lie is not only 
authorized, but bound to act on his separate opinion distinct 
from that of the council in all cases of deliberate difference 
on subjects of importance. A deference to the opinions of 
the members of council, or an inclination to conciliate their 
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cooperation in the general system of the government, will not 
justify the Governor in any departure from liis own consci- 
entious judgment in any matter affecting the public interests ; 
for the letter and spirit of the law have rendered it not only 
his right, but his duty to act on his own separate judgment, 
wherever, in cases of magnitude, it shall be clearly and deci- 
sively different from that of the council. If the Governor 
should submit his opinion to that of the council, he alone is, 
and ought to be, responsible for the consequences of any act 
done under such circumstances. The power of acting sepa- 
rately is an active trust in the hands of the Governor, and he 
must be responsible, not only for its abusive exercise, but for 
suffering it to lie dormant whenever the public service requires 
it to be called forth. As long as this responsibility attaches 
to the Governor, he ought to retain all the powers necessary 
to the discharge of his duties. Were these powers to devolve 
to the council during the absence of the Governor, in the case 
supposed, it is evident that they might be employed during 
that period, to the subversion of the general system of mea- 
sures which the Governor might have established. 

It is, therefore, my opinion, that during your residence at 
Surat, no measure of importance should be taken by the 
members of council at Bombay without your previous sanc- 
tion, where the case may be such as to admit of the delay of a 
reference to you ; and that all appointments to offices should 
proceed directly from yourself in the same manner as if you 
were present at the seat of government. 

I also recommend that you direct copies of all the ]??ipers 
of importance to be forwarded to you by the most expeditious 
conveyance, and that you issue such orders on the subject 
of them, as you may thinb proper, under your own separate 
responsibility. 

The members of the council may conduct the ordinary 
details of government during your absence, and their acts, as 
well as your own, may be regularly recorded in council on 
your return to the Presidency. 

It is almost superfluous to add, that these suggestions are 
founded entirely on general principles. I entertain the high- 
est opinion of the zeal and integrity of the members of your 
council, Aid I am confident, that, on all occasions, they will 
manifest the greatest readiness to promote the public interests. 
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and to maintain the honour, efficiency', and vigour of your 
government. But it is my duty to furnish yoii with a perma- 
nent rule for the guidance of your conduct, applicable to all 
future times and contingencies ; I have, therefore, stated the 
principles of the constitution of your Government, without 
reference to the personal cliaracters of the members of your 
present council. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

MoRNIJKiTON. 


No. LXXV. 


of a Letter from the Earl of Morninsfton^ to the flis(ht Hon. 
Henri/ Dundiu<s. 


29th April, ISOa 

1 understand that if the reserved part of the prize taken 
at Scringapatarn, consisting of stores and ordnance, should 
come into the possession of the Company, it is their intention 
to grant the whole to the army, reserving a hundred thousand 
pounds to be hereafter granted to me.* I am satisfied, that 


* Ejutraci of a Letter from Mr. Duwlas to the Earl of Mornlngton^ dated 
WimhledonyAth November, 

If the booty taken at KSeringapatam, had amounted to a sum so large, as 
to render it improper to give it to the army, or if you had not promised it 
to thcKi, niy intention was it should be burthened with a large sum to be 
graiitt?d by Ilis Majesty at your disposal. It would appear however, by 
your last private letter to me of the 7th June, that the amount of that 
booty was no more than what you had thought it right to promise to the 
army. • 

In the despatch which goes out with this conveyance from the JSecTCt 
Committee, respecting the booty to be given to the army, your Lordship 
will observe au order given to ascertain the value of the military stores 
captured at Seriiigapatain, and to report it to the Court of Directors for 
further instnictjons. It has not been customary for the Court of Directors 
to pay for stores of that kind taken by their arms, and they will not he 
very willing even in thi.s instance to commence the practice. I'hey will 
however be induced to do it, but it will be done under the reserve of one 
hundred thousand pounds, to be at their own disposal, and after what I 
have stated in this letter, your Lordship will easily guess why^hat reserve 
should he made. / have spoke on the subject to the Chairman and Deput/f 
and the// enter warmh/ into mi/ su/ftrestions. In some shape or other, the 
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upon full reflection, you will perceive, that the acceptance of 
such a grant, would place me in a very humiliating situation 
with respect to the army. 

The army would feel, that I had been rewarded at their 
expence, and they would view the transaction with aggravated 
jealousy, and perhaps contempt of my character, when they 
recollected the effort which I made in the face of their pre- 
judices and popularity, to reserve these very stores, for the 
ostensible purpose of saving the rights of the crown. 

It would be said, that my view in the transaction had been 
personal and ungenerous, and I should lose all influence and 
consideration with the military branch of the service. But, 
independent of any question of my character, or of the dig- 
nity and vigour of my government, I should be miserable, if 
I could ever feel, that 1 had been enriched at the expence of 
those, who must ever be the objects of my affection, admira- 
tion and gratitude, and who are justly entitled to the; exclusive 
enjoyment of all, that a munificent * king, and an admiring 
country can bestow. 

If therefore the independence of my family were at stake 
(vrhich thank God ! it is not) I never could consent to esta- 
blish it on an arrangement injurious to the conquerors of 
Mysore. Even the appearance of such an arrangement must 
aftect my character ; and I therefore trust, that if my services 
.should appear to merit a pecuniary reward from the Company, 
your friendship will be employed to direct their liberality 
through some channel wholly unconnected with the prize 
taken by the army. 


idea must be carried into execution ; I certainly much prefer the ways I liavc 
hinted at, because in those ways, it will come in one sum, whereas in any 
other mode it must be by instalments from tlie new acquired territories, 
which is more tedious and progressive in its eflect, and on that account less 
valuable. 
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Extract of a Letter from the Earl of Mornington to Mr. Pitt. 

Fort William, 29th April, 1800. 

The fund from which it appears that this grant is to pro- 
ceed, will render it impossible for me to accept it. 

It seems to be intended to make the sum a charge on the 
military stores taken at Seringapatain. This arrangement 
will havc^tbe appearance, if not the substance of depriving the 
army of a part of their prize for the purpose of enriching me. 
I am convinced you will at once feel the invidious and degra- 
ding situation in which this would place me towards that most 
gallant army. If the real effect of this measure be actually 
to deprive the army of a sura which would otherwise be di- 
vided amongst them, I can never consent to be rewarded at 
their expence, but even the appearance of such an arrange- 
ment would absolutely preclude my acceptance of any grant 
however otherwise acceptable. 

I hope Mr. Dundas will have perceived the force of this 
objection, and will not compel me to refuse the reward offered 
by the Company. At least, I trust, that if you have not 
already anticipated this view of the subject, you will feel the 
justice of my sentiments when stated, and you will exonerate 
me from the suspicion of caprice or fastidiousness, when I 
shall refuse the liberal grant in question.* 


No. LXXVII. 

The Earl of Mornington to the Right Hon, Lord Clive, 

My Lord, Fort William, May 3rd 1800. 

In obedience to the orders of the House of Commons, I 
have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of its 
resolutions passed on the 4th of October, 1799.f 
It is a matter of sincere satisfaction to me, to congratulate 

* For further information on this subject, see letter from Mr. Dundas, 
26th September, 1800, and Resolutions of the East India Company, 15th 
January, 1801. 
t See Vol. I. p. 633. 
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your Lordship on the just sense expressed by the House of 
Commons, of the eminent services rendered by you to your 
country in promoting the success of the late glorious war in 
Mysore. 

On this occasion, I cannot refrain from renewing to your 
Lordship, the cordial assurance of those sentiments of grati- 
tude and respect, which your zeal, honour and assiduous 
exertions impressed on my mind during the whole period of 
that arduous conjuncture. 

Entertaining the most implicit confidence in the coi^tinuance 
of the same happy spirit of unanimity and concord, which has 
animated the proceedings of Fort William and Fort St. 
George, since the hour of your Lordship $ arrival in India, 
the distinguised honour conferred on me by these resolutions 
has received an additional value in my estimation, from the 
reflection, that your Lordship’s name has been united with 
mine in the high reward bestowed by the Commons of Great 
Britain on our joint labours in the public service. Under the 
progressive operation of such an honourable union, cemented 
by a mutual sense of public duty, encouraged by the applause 
of our country, and rewarded by the highest distinctions to 
which generous ambition can aspire, I trust, that, during the 
future course of our administration, the empire founded by 
your Lordship’s illustrious Father will acquire additional sta- 
bility, prosperity and splendour. 

I have the honour to be. 

My Lord, 

with great regard and esteem, 
your Lordship’s most obedient, and faithful Servant, 

Morningxon. 
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77u' Mar(jiue^fi IVelksley io the Secret Committee of the Honourable the 
Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, 9th June, 1800. 

In the lOtli paragraph of my letter to your Honourable 
Committee of the 95th January, 1800.* I intimated my deter- 
mination to expel the Pychy Rajah from Wynaad, and event- 
ually to punish the contumacy of that chieftain in the most 
signal and exemplary manner. 

In consetpience of this necessary determination the requi- 
site military preparations were made in Mysore, with a degree 
of vigour and promptitude highly creditable to the govern- 
ment of Fort St. George, and to the oJfficer commanding in 
Mysore, .and under circumst.'inces which afford a striking 
examples of the powerful military resources of that valuable 
posse.^sion. It was judged expedient that tlic operations from 
Mysore should be combined with the movement of a respect- 
able detachment from the army of Bombay on the coast of 
Malabar. But in conseiquence of the inadequate state of 
equipment of the troops in Malabar, it w’^as found impractica- 
ble to move the proposed detachment within the period of 
the proper season. This disappointment on the side of 
M«alabar has led to the necessity of postponing the intended 
expedition ; but it will be resumed at a convenient season of 
the year, if the expected submission of the Pychy Rajah to 
the orders of the British Government should not happily 
precluhe the necessity of any measure of coercion. 

I am concerned to inform your honourable Committee that 
in consequence of the unnaccountable and criminal negligence 
of the officer stationed in the strong fortress of Jemalabad in 
Canara, that place was surprised on the of April last, 

by a body of men stated to be composed principally of deser- 
ters from the new levies in Canara. The motive of this rash 
and apparently fruitless enterprise on the part of those who 
executed it, is at present as unintelligible, as the neglect of 
our officers is incredible. The lower fortress was almost 
immediately recovered by a detachment of our troops in Ca- 
nara ; and I h.Tve no doubt, that the adventurers who have 

* Sec page 197- 
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seized the upper fortress, have ali*eacly been compelled to 
surrender at discretion. 

The disgraceful surprise of this fortress, combined with 
other circumstances in the civil and military administration of 
Malabar, has led me to a serious consideration of the necessity 
of adopting effectual means for strengthening the hands of 
your Government in that quarter. 1 most earnestly request 
3 ^our honourable Committee to adopt immediate measures for 
a formal annexation of the provinces of Canai’a and Malabar 
to the Government of Fort St. George. 

Since the date of my last letter to your honourable Com- 
mittee symptoms of a spirit of revolt have appeared among 
some of the Polygars in those parts of Mysore, which in the 
partition of that country were assigned to the Nizam and to 
the Uajah. The only insurgent in Mj^sore proper of suffice 
cient importance to be specified is the Polygar of Bullam, 
wJio has already been compelled to abandon the open country 
and to take refuge in the jungles. His complete submission 
to the authority of the Rajah cannot long be delayed. 

The disturbances which have taken place in tlie countries 
recently acquired by our ally the Nizam, are to be imputed 
principally if not exclusively to the abusive and weak admi- 
nistration of his Highness’s Government. While these dis- 
tricts remained under the temporary management of Purneah, 
(the dewan of Mysore) his prudent and conciliatory conduct 
maintained them in a state of sufficient tranquillity and order. 
'I'hc transfer of these districts to the management of his 
Highness the Nizam, had been made but a few wedKs when 
the extortion and imbecility of his officers provoked and en- 
couraged the revolt of some of the Polygars. These incon- 
siderable commotions however, cannot prove embarrassing for 
any long period of time; nor should I have called your atten- 
tion to them in the present despatch, had they not appeared 
to derive a temporary importance from the position recently 
taken by the adventurer Dhoondia Jee Waug. 

Your Honourable Committee will recollect, that this person 
escaped from destruction in August, 1799, in consequence of 
the respect manifested by the British troops to the frontier 
of the Mahratta state.* Dhoondia Jee then entered into the 
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service of the llajah of Kholapore. After some time had 
elapsed, he either abandoned the cause of the Rajah of Kho- 
laporc, or was dismissed by him from his service. Dhoondia 
Jee then assembling a few desperate followers, began to levy 
contributions on the territories of the Peishwa and of the 
Nizam. 

According to the usual progress of such predatory armies 
in Hindostan, his force has received great augmentations 
within the last two months ; and by the latest accounts he 
had a position from whence he equally menaced Shawnoor 
(Savanore) in the Pelshwa’s territories, the south-western dis- 
tricts of the Nizam, and the frontier of Mysore. 

The desperate and enterprising character of this malefactor 
renders it necessary to check his further progress, although 
his army appears to be extremely defective in regard to dis- 
cipline and to every quality of an effective force. A respect- 
able army has been assembled in Mysore for the purpose of 
observing his motions; and as the Peishwa is not less inter- 
ested than the British Government in the punishment of 
Dhoondia Jee, I have every reason to believe, that his High- 
ness will contribute to this necessary object whatever assist- 
ance the distracted state of his own afiairs will permit. 1 
have however thought it expedient under the actual state of 
circumstances, and on the gi’ound of the intimate connection 
subsisting between the two States, to authorize our troops in 
Mysore to pursue Dhoondia Jee Waug eventually into the 
territories of the Mahratta State. It is probable, that the 
PeishwJL has actually granted his formal permission for this 
purpose ; but in any event, I am satisfied that the conduct 
which I have empowered the commanding officer in Mysore 
to adopt towards the predatory force of Dhoondia Jee will 
not excite dissatisfaction at the Court of Poonah. 

In every other respect the situation of Mysore is highly 
favourable and prosperous ; the sources of revenue have been 
considerably improved under the prudent and able manage- 
ment of the Dewan, aided by the talents, zeal and experience 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Close. The young Rajah took pos- 
session of his new palace, erected on the site of that in- 
habited by his ancestors on the 15th of May last. 

In the recently conquered districts subject to the immediate 
authority of the Company, the most happy prospect appears 



1800. the secret committee. 269 

of a revenue far exceeding the amount stated in the schedules 
annexed to the treaty of Mysore.* 

The conquest of Mysore required a revision of our politi- 
cal relations with the principal powers of the Decan; this 
despatch cannot contain a detailed and connected account of 
the view which I have taken of this extensive and important 
subject, but I am desirous to avail myself of an early oppor- 
tunity, to submit to your judgment the general tenor of the 
principles by which my conduct has been regulated. The 
only native powers of importance now remaining in India, 
independent of the British protection, are the confederate 
empire of the Mahratta States, the Rajah of Berar and Scin- 
dia, considered either as distinct powers, or in their feuda- 
tory relations to that empire. The restless character of the 
Mahratta nations, the advantages presented by the local posi- 
tion of some of those states to the future intrigues of France, 
and the existing establishment of many French officers in the 
service of Scindia, concurred to render it a measure of indis- 
pensable precaution, either to acquire by ncgociation and 
arrangement, an ascendancy in the councils of the Mahratta 
empire, or to unite ourselves in a defensive alliance with those 
powers, which form a barrier between our territories and 
those of the Mahrattas; but it appeared to be still more 
desirable to frame a system of political connection which 
should combine the advantages of each altei’native, and 
which while it afforded the means of preserving a powerful 
barrier against the Mahratta States, should facilitate the 
formation of more intimate relations with that cmpjUsc, and 
should open a prospect of stability to those relations wdien 
formed. 

This system was the foundation of the policy of the treaty 
of Mysore, which contains the basis on which I proposed to 
found a further extension and improvement of our alliance 
with the I^izam, and a similar alliance with the Peishwa. My 
despatch in council to the Honourable Court of Directors, 
under date the 18th of January, 1800, f has apprized your 
Honourable Committee of the circumstances which have 
hitherto prevented the success of my proposals at the Court 
of Poonah. This disappointment enforced the expediency 


Sec page 30. 


+ See page 174. 
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of strengthening the ties which already unite us to the Nizanvs 
Government, and nearly identify the interests of his Highness 
with those of tlic British empire in India. 

A considerable proportion of tlie military establishment of 
FortSt. George is now maintained at the expense of theNizam, 
The security of the resources which supply this important 
contribution is an object of common concern to both states. 
In addition to this consideration, the Nizam’s dominions con- 
stitute the only barrier between us and the Mahrattas on the 
side either of Mysore or of the Carnatic. The conquest of 
the Nizam’s dominions by the Mahrattas would at once ele- 
vate that aspiring nation to a considerable eminence of power, 
and establish a formidable and dangerous rival in the place 
of a dependant absolutely devoted to our interests. 

With these sentiments I have recently opened a negotia- 
tion with his Highness the Nizam, and the Resident at Hy- 
derabad has actually concluded a treaty with his Highness on 
terms which not only provide for a considerable augmentation 
of the existing subsidiary force, but stipulate provisionally 
for the substitution of such territorial cessions to the Com- 
pany in place of the subsidiary payments as would giv.e us the 
complete possession of the whole of the countries held by the 
late Tippoo Sultaun previous to the peace of Seriugapatam 
in 1792, with the exception of the districts ceded on that oc- 
casion to the Peishwa. This desirable arrangement would 
establish in the Com})any’s hands a territorial revenue which 
in the course of a few years of wise and prudent management 
would'^ ’’/^nder their pecuniary and military resources in the 
Peninsula of India superior to those possessed at any time by 
Hyder Ali or Tippoo Sultaun. For the territories placed 
under the nominal sovereignty of the Rajah of Myson^, l)y 
the subsidiary treaty of Seriugapatam constitute substantially 
an integral part of our dominion. 

At the conclusion of the war it might have appeared ad- 
vantageous to have obtained such a cession of territory from 
the Nizam even at the expense of a considerable pecuniary 
compensation, or of the cession of an equivalent territory in 
some other quarter of our possessions. But in that critical 
conjuncture it w^ould have been dangerous to have opened 
any question which might have led to discussions of a deli- 
cate and difficult nature, and which might have delayed the 
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final settlement of our conquests. I was confident that the 
season could not be remote when we might obtain, with the 
goodwill of the Nizam, by a commutation of the subsidy, the 
same advantages of an augmentation of our territory and a 
completion of our boundary in Mysore without any cession of 
territory, or pecuniary payment on our part ; and with the 
additional benefit of establishing permanent security for the 
discharge of the expense of the troops employed for his 
Highness’s protection. 

The principle of the treaty concluded by the Resident at 
Hyderabad on this basis is highly advantageous, but as the 
concessions to the Company which it contains are not ex- 
pressed with sufficient accuracy ; and as some of its stipula- 
tions arc either improper or useless ; my intention is to pro- 
pose to the Nizam, instead of the treaty which he has exe- 
cuted an improved draft, which, while it shall offer to his 
Highness the full protection of the Company against any ag- 
gression, shall secure to the Company, without ambiguity, the 
just equivalent which we are entitled to demand for such a 
guarantee. For although it seems scarcely possible to ima- 
gine a case in whicli it would not be our positive interest to 
repel any attack on the dominions of the Nizam, it is equally 
the interest of his Highness to provide for the certainty of 
our aid, and to augment our means of furnishing it. On the 
other hand the abuses of his Highness’s government rendered 
those territorial possessions nearly unproductive in his hands, 
although they may be expected to prove highly valuable 
under our management. The advantages of tlie canwKiitatiou 
of the subsidy will tlierefore be considerable, if not equal, to 
both parties. 

x\s my proposed draft of a treaty will not vary essentially 
in the leading points from that already executed by the Ni- 
zam: and, as I am sjitisficd that both his Highness and Azim 
ul Omra justly appreciate the advantages of the general ba- 
sis of the engagement, I entertain sanguine expectations that 
the alterations which I mean to propose in several of the ar- 
ticles will be readily accepted by his Highness. 

Your Honourable Committee is already apprized that since 
niy arrival in India it has been an unceasing object of my 
attention to establish such a connection with the Court of 
Hoonah as should enable the British Government to influence 
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all its foreign relations. You are also informed that I origi- 
nally proposed with confident hopes of success to accomplish 
this most desirable arrangement by the restoration of the 
Peishwa’s legitimate authority, and the establishment at Poo- 
nah of a large British subsidiary force. Hitherto, either the 
capricious temper of Baajy Rao, or some remains of the cha- 
racteristic jealousy of the nation with regard to foreign rela- 
tions have frustrated my objects and views. The actual state 
of the Mahratta power appears extremely fiivourable to their 
prosecution and success, while the importance of accomplish- 
ing them is greatly increased. 

To fix the peace of India on foundations of the utmost 
stability, and to preclude any intrusion of the French, it is 
necessary only that the British Government should draw the 
Mahrjitta power under its protection. 

Under this impression, I have lately renewed my endea- 
vours to engage Baajy Rao to place himself under the 
friendship of the Company’s Government. Upon a full consi- 
deration of the practical difficulties which obstruct a direct 
interchange of confidential sentiments between the Peishwa 
and the British Resident at Poonah, I have determined to 
conduct the negotiation through the Court of Hyderabad, to 
which the Peishwa has recently made overtures of a pro- 
mising appearance. The Nizam has a deep interest in the 
success of this negotiation, and possesses facilities of commu- 
nication with Baajy Rao which we cannot acquire. 

Various important documents relative to a perfidious and 
dange*t?i?s correspondence which subsisted between the late 
Tippoo Sultaun and the Nabobs Walajali andOmdut ul Omra, 
have been brought under the view of your Honourable Com- 
mittee. An examination of those documents has taken place, 
but not to the extent, or exactly in the manner desired. It 
was found that some of the persons proposed to be examined 
were dead, or placed beyond the immediate reach of the 
Commissioners. Notwithstanding the insufficiency of the 
examination, and the gross prevarication and manifest false- 
hood of some of the witnesses examined, evidence has ap- 
peared to satisfy my judgment that an intrigue of a nature 
hostile to the British interests had been carried on between 
Tippoo Sultaun, Walajah, and Omdut ul Omra. It is also 
incontrovertibly established, that Omdut ul Omra employed 
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or framed, with a view to employ, in liis correspondence with 
the late Tippoo Sultaun, the cypher transmitted to your 
Honourable Committee. No confirmed proof yet appears 
that Omdut ul Omra carried on such a correspondence with 
Tippoo Sultaun, subsequently to the death of the Nabob 
WalJajah. His concern, however, in such a correspondence, 
during the lifetime of his fixther, constitutes, according to a 
fair and reasonable construction of the spirit of the alliance 
between the Company and the Nabob of the Carnatic, a 
violation of the treaty of 17f)2, for wdiich he is no less respon- 
sible (considering the share which he exercised in the direc- 
tion of his father s government), than he would have been 
for tlie same conduct, if pursued during his own immediate 
administration. 

My attention is now directed to the measures proper to be 
adopted with respect to the Nabob Omdut ul Omra, under 
the view in which his criminality is placed by the oral evidence 
collected. I am already satisfied that a due regard to our 
safely renders it indispensably necessary that we should obtain 
some more certain pledges of the fidelity of Omdut ul Omra 
tlian we now possess. The precise nature or extent of the 
additional security to be demanded from him will be arranged 
betw’cen Lord Clive and me, and I will advise your Honourable 
Committee of the result. 

I have great satisfaction in informing your Honourable 
Committee that the reform of the Nabob Viziers military 
establishments has proceeded in regular progress, without 
any material opposition or difficulty, althougJi wjtli^ niany 
symptoms of dissatisfaction on the part of his Excellency, and 
of the most turbulent class of his troops. The .augmentation 
of the Company’s troops in Oude has, at tlie same time, 
nearly readied tlie amount originally proposed. The addi- 
tional subsidy payable by his Excellency, when the augmen- 
tation of the troops shall be completed, will amount, in conse- 
quence, to about fifty lacs of rupees annually ; while the new 
levies raised to supply the place of the troops to be stationed 
in Oude, have been hitherto confined to two regiments of 
native cavalry, and two regiments of native infantry, including 
in the latter the Bengal volunteers wdio served in the late 
'var, and are now’ on their return to these provinces from the 
VOL, u. T 
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Carnatic. I trust that no further augmentation of your native 
troops under this Presidency will be found necessary. 

Having so far succeeded in effecting a radical reform of the 
military establishment of the Nabob of Oude, I propose to 
take into consideration, without delay, the means of intro- 
ducing such improvements into the civil administration of his 
Excellency’s affairs as have been long necessary to the security 
of our interests in that country, and to the prosperity and 
happiness of the people. The reduction of the Viziers 
troops, and the augmentation of the Company’s army, cannot 
be deemed more than partial remedies of the existing evils 
until the resources of the state shall have been improved and 
secured by the establishment of a just and vigorous system of 
government. 

My latest accounts of Zemaun Shah are perfectly favoura- 
ble to the prosecution of my views in Oude. He continued 
at Caridahar ; menaced on the one hand by the preparations 
which Baba Khan has made for advancing to Khorasan, and 
embarrassed on the other by domestic troubles, which appear 
to have amounted to formidable disturbances of his govern- 
ment. Under these circumstances it seems impossible that 
Zemaun Shah sliould be enabled to disturb the tranquillity 
of Hindostan in the course of the eiisiiing winter. After that 
period, the situation of Oude will, I trust, be so improved, as 
to place the security of that province beyond the reach of 
danger from any attempt either of Zemaun Shah, or of any 
other foreign power. 

I have the honour to inform your Honourable Coniinittce 
that the llajah of Napaul arrived at Benares on the 18th 
ultimo, having judged it necessary to seek refuge in the 
Company’s territories, from the designs which he supposed 
to be entertained by his disaffected subjects against his 
person. This llajah had formally abdicated the government 
(about eighteen months before his flight) in favour of an 
infant son ; but had continued to interfere occasionally in the 
direction of aftairs. It appears that he had ultimately resumed 
the wliolc administration of the Government, and had exer- 
cised it with a degree of rigour which had excited a general 
spirit of revolt. 

I have directed my agent at Benares to manifest to the 
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Rajah every possible mark of respect and attention ; and I 
entertain considerable expectations that I shall be enabled to 
improve this occurrence to the attainment of such a degree of 
influence in the Government of Napaul, as may open the 
prospect of establishing a commercial intercourse with that 
country, mutually beneficial to both states. 

Captain Hill returned from his mission to Aracan in the 
month of April last. He was soon after followed by an am- 
bassador from thence, in pursuance of orders from the king of 
Ava. I have lately dismissed this ambassador with such 
explanations and assurances with regard to the emigrants 
from Aracan, as I trust will satisfy the Court of Ava, and 
contribute to maintain the harmony subsisting between the 
two governments. 

1 have the honour to be, 

Honourable Sirs, 

With the greatest respect, 

Your most obedient and faithful servant, 

Wellesley.* 


No. LXXIX. 

The Marqitess IFdlvstey to the Realflent at Hffdcrahnfl. 

Si a, Fort William, June 15th, 1800. 

I have received your despatch. No, 79, dated the 20th 
ult., transmitting to me the treaty executed on the same day 
by his Highness the Nizam, and by you. I have^^lso re- 
ceived your letters, numbered and dated as noted in the 
inargimf 

The Persian translator regularly laid before me transla- 
tions of the several reports (dated and noted in the margiii)J 
which you had received from the Moonshee Azecz Oollali, 
of liis conferences with Azim ul Omra during tlie course ot 
the negotiation. 

* The Earl of Mornington was created Marquess Wellesley on the 20ih 
of Dccein ber, 1 . 

t No. 80, 2.'lrd of May ; No. 81, 25lh of May ; No. 82, 2(Jth of May ; 
No. 83, 20th of May ; No. 81, 31st of May. 

1 April 2bth, 28th, and 2J)th. May, the 3rd, 7th, 10th, 1 2th, 1 4th, 
15th, and 17th. 
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You have assigned the necessity of despatch to justify this 
mode of communicating to me the progress of the treaty; 
admitting sucli a mode of communication to have been ,the 
most expeditious, it has produced considerable inconvenience 
by leaving me in ignorance and doubt with respect to various 
important points of the negotiation. Your observations and 
explanations, transmitted in the usual manner, would have 
enabled me to form a more accurate judgment of tlie real 
temj)er of the Court of Hyderabad, with regard to the pre- 
sent treaty, than can be founded on the unconnected, incom- 
plete, and unexplained materials now before me. 

Defective as those materials are, they are sufficient to prove 
that you have not stated to the Court of Hyderabad, with 
ade(|uate force, the great advantages wliich his Highness the 
Nizam would derive from tlie proposed alliance; and that you 
have conceded to Aziiu iil Oinra with more facility than was 
prudent, a point wliich has long and justly constituted the 
object of his most anxious desire and solicitation* 

IJeing fully apprized of the importance justly attached by 
the Court of Hyderabad to a general defensive alliance with 
the Company, against all enemies, I had foreseen the earnest- 
ness of the Nizam to obtain such an engagement, and accord- 
ingly I had authorized you eventually to yield to his Higli- 
ness’s wishes. I>ut you were not empowered to concede this 
important benefit unconditionally, or without obtaining a just 
equivalent. You were empowered to concede it if the con- 
cession should appear likely to secure in return the consent 
of hisjlighness to the Avhole, or to any, of those articles, 
which, under the project of a limited guarantee, I had au- 
thorized jT>u to suspend. 

But tlie treaty which you have concluded concedes to his 
Highness the Nizam the full benefit of tlie general guarantee 
without securing to the Company any of those advantages, 
(the augmentation of the subsidiary force excepted,) the 
whole of which I had declared necessary to constitute a rea- 
sonable equivalent for a limited defensive engagement. 

It appears, by the conferences between Aziin ul Ornra and 
Moonshee Azeez Oollah, that the Court of Hyderabad sin- 
cerely intends to commute the subsidy for a territorial grant 
to the Company ; and the territory to be ceded to the Com- 
pany is generally tlescribcd in the fifth article of the treaty. 
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But the fourth article of the treaty expressly reserves to the 
Nizam the option of discharging the subsidy either from his 
treasury, or by an assignment of territory, according to his 
Highness’s pleasure: and in your letter of the 2f)th of May 
you admit, that the Court of Hyderabad actually understands 
the concluding clause of the fourth article, to empower the 
Nizam to exercise this option whenever his Highness shall 
think proper. Under such an engagement, if the ratifica- 
tions of tlie treaty had been exchanged, bis Highness would 
be at liberty to declare his determination to discharge the 
subsidy regularly in money, and tlic territorial grant might 
be at once avoided. His Highness, under the indefinite 
terms of the fourth and fifth articles, would also possess full 
])Owcr to modify the grant of territory by any qualifications 
or conditions which he might prescribe, either with respect 
to its duration, to the nature or extent of tlie authority to be 
exercistMl by tlie Company within the assigned districts, or 
lo any otlier point affecting the stability or ellicieney of tlie 
assignment. 

Tlie proposition for the territorial grant originated with 
Azim ul Omra, and was received by you with judicious re- 
serve anti caution. I’he manner in which this proposition 
was introduced by the Minister, as well as the actual state of 
the countries intenchid to be assigned, induce me to believe 
the Court of Hyderabad to be sincerely disposed, and even 
secretly anxious for a commutation of the subsidy. But my 
conjecture may be erroneous ; and in a matter of such im- 
portance nothing should be left to conjecture, or pre- 

carious will of the Court of Hyderabad. If the Nizam, upon 
the ratification of the treaty should declare his resolution to 
discharge the subsidy in money, and should refuse to eerie 
tlie countries to be assigned, in the complete and absolute 
manner indispensably necessary to their proper arrangement, 
the Company would stand pledged to the general guarantee 
without having acquired any equivalent benefit or compen- 
sation. 

It is evident, therefore, that, by this treaty, the Court of 
Hyderabad would secure all its objects, while the situation 
of the Company would be rather injured than improved. For, 
if it be admitted that the augmentation of the subsidiary 
fr>rce would add in some degree to our political consideration 
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in the Deccan, as the additional troops furnished by the Bri- 
tish Government would require to be replaced by new levies, 
the arrangement would be productive of no pecuniary relief 
or advantage to the Company ; and the security for the regu- 
lar discharge of the subsidy would become more precarious 
in proportion to the increased amount of the subsidiary pay- 
ments* The treasury of his Highness would be subjected to 
increased embarrassment; or, if territory should be assigned, 
the cession might be burthened by conditions absolutely pre- 
cluding such a system of management as must be adopted to 
render the assigned revenues equal to the maintenance of the 
troops. Any expression in the grant calculated to raise a 
doubt of its permanence, or to limit the power of the Com- 
pany's internal Government of the countries, or to fivour the 
Nizam’s right of resumption, would evidently prevent us from 
concluding any settlement worthy of our character, or advan- 
tageous to our interests. 

In paragraph four of your despatch, of the 26th of May, 
you plainly admit that the Court of Hyderabad understands 
the fourth and fifth articles to have secured to the Nizam an 
arbitrary right of resuming the districts subsequently to the 
intended assignment, and you endeavour to remove this in- 
surmountable objection to these articles by alleging your 
construction of their exposition to be different from that 
maintained by the Nizam and his Ministers* It is painful to 
me to be compelled to remark, that your argument in this 
paragraph is founded on principles incompatible with the 
maint(?na.:;:e of public faith, and exploded by the wisdom, 
justice, and integrity of the law of nations. To introduce 
ambiguous phrases into formal instruments designed to con- 
stitute the basis of public obligations between great States, 
is a practice repugnant to the policy, honour, and dignity of 
the British nation. The perspicuity of our expressions in 
all acts of obligation upon our national faith should be as 
manifest as the superiority of our power. If it were possible 
for me to afford my countenance to a contrary system, com- 
mon discretion would preclude me from such a course in the 
present case, when you distinctly avow, tluit the ambiguous 
phrases on which you propose to rest the future claim of the 
British Government against its ally, are at this moment, pre- 
viously to the ratification of the treaty, construed by that 
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ally in a sense directly contradictory to that wliicli you desire 
to maintain. Your further arguments on the article under 
consideration serve Only to prove that the Nizam might be 
embarrassed in the exercise of the right which he intended 
to reserve to himself. If your reasoning on this part of the 
question be admitted, the result would be not an amicable, 
firm alliance, founded on clear, distinct, and indisputable 
principles, but an ill defined state of perpetual jealousy, con- 
troversy, and animosity, of doubtful claims, and of incompati- 
ble rights. 

When I received Azim ul Omra's draft of a treaty, it was 
iny intention to have examined separately each article of that 
extravagant project. I have already expressed my animad- 
versions on several of his propositions ; I shall now consider 
such principles only of that project as have been adopted 
with or without modification in your treaty, upon the several 
articles of which I now proceed to state my ideas. 

The general tenour of the preamble to the treaty received 
from you is perfectly conformable to my views : the terms of 
it appear susceptible of improvement. A draft of the pre- 
amble, which I should prefer, accompanies this letter in Kng- 
lish and Persian.* 

Article 1. Tlie first article requires no remark. 

Article 2. This article is principally objectionable on ac- 
count of its unqualified spirit of hostility. If the contracting 
parties should have just grounds to apprehend an attack on 
their territories, or on tliose of their allies and dependants, 
it would be reasonable and necessary, tliat they^.sb„r>uld pre- 
pare to repel it- Put such preparations are not to be occa- 
sioned by every trivial dispute on the borders, or by every 
desultory, and perhaps unauthorized, depredation of armies, 
whose licentiousness and rapacity are the necessary conse- 
quences of defective discipline and irregular pay. Still less 
would it be either prudent or justifiable to resort to arms 
whenever (according to the w'ords of the treaty) any act shall 
he committed incompatible with friendship and good under- 
standing.” In your letter. No. 80, you have anticipated this 
objection, and endeavoured to diminish its force. 

It is the essence of a defensive alliance, that a sincere de- 
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sire to avoid an appeal to arms should constitute its most 
prominent feature. But this article is entirely silent with re- 
spect to the propriety of employing any endeavour to adjust 
subsisting differences by measures of amicable explanation 
and discussion. From the first mention of aggression, the 
article proceeds directly to stipulate for punishment and war. 

Article 3. No material objection exists to the expression, 
and none to the principle, of this article. 

Articles 4 and 5. These articles must be considered toge- 
tlier. 

It appears, by your letter. No. 80, that the amount of sub- 
sidy fixed for the cavalry belonging to the subsidiary force is 
inadequate to the expense of those troops ; it is not stated 
how this deficiency was occasioned ; but I cannot suppose 
his Highness the Nizam to be disposed to avail himself of 
any error of calculation which subjects the Company to pecu- 
niary loss. In adjusting the amount of the genenil subsidy, 
you migiit, therefore, have corrected any error of account 
which had occurred in the original settlement. This point 
will be of no consequence, under the arrangement which I 
mean to propose for the full and permanent satisfaction of 
the Company’s claims on account of subsidy. 

The further discussion of this point will be unnecessary in 
the event of the Nizam’s acquiescence in my proposed ar- 
rangement. But the considerations here suggested, as well 
as those arising from the insuflicicncy of the cavalry subsidy, 
constitute powerful arguments, and may be advantageously 
urged ii^ujjport of the main article of that arrangement, by 
whicli I have stipulated for the absolute cession in perpetuity 
of the w'liole of his Highness’s acquisitions from Mysore in 
the two last w^ars,'^ adding some modifications with relation 
to exchanges of territory for the convenience of the respec- 
tive frontiers of the two States. 

The revenues of the countries acquired by the Nizam, 
under the treaty of 1792, are acknowledged to be greatly 
injured, and I have no satisfactory grounds for believing that 
tliose of the districts, acquired by his Highness under the 
Treaty of Mysore, are now equal to the amount stated in the 

* As proposed by the Resident ; the original included only the Nizam’s 
acquisitions in I 
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schedules of that treaty. It appears to be highly probable 
that the resources of the countries in question have mate- 
rially declined since those countries came into the possession 
of his Highness. They have been ravaged by various insur- 
gents ; and it is to be feared that they have been managed 
on principles which must impair their future prosperity, 
whatever immediate advantage may have been extracted from 
those unhappy districts by their rapacious governors and 
managers. 

Article 6. Requires no remark. 

Articles 7 and 8. These articles require to be considered 
together. Notwithstanding the observations stated in your 
letter, No. 80, these articles require alteration. 

The specification of the force to be furnished by the Nizam 
at the comnii v.i cinerit of hostilities, for tlie purpose of imme- 
diate operations with the Company’s subsidiary troops, is ex- 
tremely proper and necessary ; but the terms of the seventh 
article imply, that this specification is to define the full extent 
of the Nizam’s exertions, in point of force, during the whole 
course of the supposed hostilities, wdth the single qualifica- 
tion stated in the eighth article. The seventh article is ob- 
jectionable in tliis respect. The specification of the local 
limits in the seventh article, within which his Highness shall 
be boiiiul to co-operate against the common cnemy^ is not ex- 
pi'cssed with sufficient accuracy. 

These articles })roceed on the presumption, that the Com- 
pany is as likely as the Nizam to be attacked by an enemy ; 
but this supposition is manifestly contrary to I'casqn and pro- 
bability, The Nizam, in every vjew% is more exposed to hos- 
tile aggression from various quarters, as well as less able to 
repel it than the Company. The eventual exertions of the 
Nizam against the common enemy should not in any case be 
limited, eitlier wdth respect to the amount of troops, or to the 
theatre of the war. A fair view of the nature and objects of 
f^be proposed alliance must demonstrate the justice and rea- 
son of requiring that the Nizam, in every case of war, should 
employ his utmost efforts against the enemy. The Company 
cannot in policy, and wdll not in practice, contract the scale 
of their operations in the event of hostilities, whether directed 
against their own territories, or against those of the Nizam. 
This limitation of the number of troops to be employed might 
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be reasonable if the Nizam’s interest, in the issue of any sup- 
posed contest could be deemed remote, or temporary, or 
doubtful. But no contest can occur in which the Company 
shall be deeply engaged without involving the existence of 
the Nizam’s kingdom ; the probability is, that, in every case, 
his Highness w^ould be the first object of attack. 

For these reasons, while I consider it to be proper to spe- 
cify the number and description of his Highness’s troops, 
which shall be furnished immediately, at the commencement 
of war, to act in concert with the subsidiary force, I deem it 
to be necessary that his Highness should also be bound, in 
every case of hostility, to employ his utmost efforts (if re- 
quired by the nature of the war) against the common enemy. 

It may not be useless to observe in this place, that, even if 
the scat of w^ar shoidd be on the other side, (as the treaty 
expresses it,) or to the northward of the Nurbudda, it is not 
probable that any junction of the Nizam’s forces until those 
of the Company in Hindostan proper, would ever be expe- 
dient or requisite. In such case, a powerful diversion by his 
Higliness, which would not lead his troops beyond tlie Nur- 
budda, would, perhaps, be the most useful operation in which 
they could be employed. 

Article 9. This article merits my entire approbation ; it 
requires, hoivcver, a slight alteration in the expression. You 
have rendered a considerable service to ilie Company’s inte- 
rests in India in establisliiiig, by trt?aty, a right to the use of 
the Brinjarries of the Deccan in time of war. 

Articl(ij,0. This Jirticle is likewise highly satisfactory to 
me. It is, however, necessary to observe, (and it may be 
proper to apprize the Nizam and Azirn ul Omra) that I con- 
sider the operation of this article to prohibit any correspond- 
ence with any of the dependants of the Honourable Company, 
excepting with the knowledge and consent of the British 
Government. The intercourse at present maintained by the 
Court of Hyderabad with the Rajah of Travancoro, the 
Nabob of Arcot, and other dependants of the Company, 
would necessarily cease from the period when this article 
shall take effect. But whatever may be the issue of the de- 
pending negotiation, I think it proper to direct you to insist 
on the immediate discontinuance of the correspondence occa- 
sionally maintained between his Highness the Nizam and the 
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allies or dependants of the Company, described in this para- 
graph. 

Article 11. I consider this article to be of the greatest 
value and importance ; it certainly counteracts in a consi- 
derable degree many of the objectionable parts of the treaty. 
It does not, however, remove the objections which apply to 
the 4th and 5th articles. 

Articles 12 and 13. The provisions of these articles are 
properly of a secret nature, and ought to have constituted 
separate articles. It would have been sufficient in the body 
of the treaty, if the contracting parties had declared their 
disposition to admit the Peishwa and Ragojee Bhooslah to 
the benefits of the alliance, on such conditions as might here- 
after be mutually concerted. 

Article 14. This article requires no remark. 

On the separate articles of the treaty I must generally 
remark, that you have not discussed them with Azim ul 
Omra in a manner suitable to their great importance, nor 
have you availed yourself of a proper extent of the valuable 
concessions which they convey to the Nizam. 

Article 1. The engagement comprehended in this article 
relative to the Zemindars of Shoi’apoor and Gulwal, and to 
the Nabob of Kurnool, is rendered extremely delicate by the 
tributary relation of those chieftains to the Marhattas’ go- 
vernment, as well as to the Nizam; on tliis account we have 
hitherto uniformly refused to permit the Company’s troops to 
assist the Nizam in coercing those chieftains. The proposed 
defensive alliance with the Nizam docs not reig^v^e our un- 
conditional departure from this principle. At the period of 
negotiating the Treaty of Hyderabad, Azim ul Omra laboured 
with equal assiduity to accomplisli an object so important to 
the interest of his Sovereign. At that time I refused the 
concession, not because I saw any considerable ejection to its 
principle, but because it was of too much importance to be 
granted gratuitously to his Highness, and because I wished to 
reserve so great a favour for an occasion, when 1 might be 
able to derive from it a proper return of advantage to the 
Company. This occasion is now arrived, and it is reasonable 
to require a return correspondent with the magnitude of the 
object. 

I entirely approve the clause introduced into this article, by 
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which the British Government is authorised to investigate 
and to determine the merits of all disputes arising between 
the Court of Hyderabad and the tributaries in question. 

Article 2, Nothing can be more repugnant to the true 
spirit of a defensive alliance than the terms of this article ; 
they also indicate a distrust of the justice and honour of the 
Company’s Government, which ought to have been repelled 
in the first instance. 

I entertain no views of conquest upon the territories of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, or of any other native power of India, 
I cannot, therefore, consent to a formal arrangement for the 
division of spoils which I have no wish to acquire. If Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, or any otlier power, after the conclusion of 
defensive engagements between tlie Company and the Nizam, 
should be guilty of any unprovoked aggression against either 
party, and wav sliould appear inevitable, in concerting tlie 
operations to be undertaken against the aggressor, the allied 
states may proceed with propriety to adjust the division of 
such conquests, as might appear attainable during the pro- 
gress of hostilities, and convenient to be retained at the 
conclusion of peace. 

It is evident from the 11th article of Azim ul Omras pro- 
ject, that no rational principles were consulted by him in the 
plan of partition which he had imagined. It may, therefore, 
be proper plainly to a})prize Azim iil Omra, if he should 
appear dissatified with my modification of this article, that I 
can never consent to regulate the division of our eventual 
eonqiiest&ifcfU’, acquisitions l)y any other standard, than the 
actual share of expense and exertion in military operations 
winch each contracting party shall have contributed towards 
such con(|ue.sts or acquisitions. 

Article 3. Tlie stipulations of this article belong properly to 
a separate and secret engagement. But it does not appear 
necessary that the CoiniMr.y and tlie Nizam should concert by 
any formal previous instrument, the conditions on which they 
will admit the Peishwa and the Rajah of Berar to the benefits 
of the proposed defensive alliance. My mind, however, being 
satisfied with respect to the general terms on which it would 
be expedient to admit those powers to the alliance, I am not 
unwilling to gratify the Nizam by recognizing the specific 
terms of the eventual admission of the Peishwa and the Rajah 
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of Berar to the proposed treaty in the form desired by lus 
Hi/yhness. 

The review which I have taken of the several articles of 
the treaty in question, must have convinced you that I cannot 
ratify it without departing from many leading principles of 
the policy, interest, and reputation of the British Govern- 
ment. The copy of the treaty transmitted to me is accord- 
ingly returned to you, in order that it may be regularly 
cancelled, together with the counterpart, which you have 
delivered to his Highness. 

Notwithstanding my determination not to ratify this treaty, 
the discussions which it has produced, and even your conclu- 
sion of it under all the circumstances of the case, have contri- 
buted to lay the foundation of extensive improvements in oiir 
connection with the Court of Hyderabad. In the progress of 
the negotiation, many important points have been gained for 
the Company, many inveterate pr^yndices injurious to our 
interests in the Deccan, have either been absolutely destroyed 
or considerably weakened, and the wliole scope of tlic extra- 
vagant and absurd policy of Azim ul Omra and of his Court, 
has been disclosed. In this view of the subject, 1. consider 
you to have rendered essential service to the British interests 
at the Court of the Nizam; and, although in this despatch J 
liave animadverted on some of the principles which you have 
stated, as w^ell as on some passages in the management of the 
negotiation, 1 am happy to be able to ex|)rcss my general 
approbation of your conduct in this important transaction. 
'File aniinad versions contained in this despii^ch are not 
intended to operate as a censure on your proceedings, but to 
furnish you and your successors in the Kesidency at the 
Court of the Nizam, with rules for your guidance on any 
similar occasion. 

My anxiety to conclude a general defensive alliance with 
the Nizam, on reasonable conditions, continues unabated ; 
and I now transmit to you in English and Persian the draft of 
such a treaty* with his Highness, as you are at liberty to 
execute immediately on the part of the Company. 

I entertain a sanguine expectation that tlie obversations 
which I have made on the treaty concluded by you, will 
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enable yon to reconcile the Court of Hyderabad to my reject 
tion of that treaty. I am equally confident that the expla- 
nations and remarks with which I shall now accompany the 
treaty herewith transmitted to you, will afford you the means 
of convincing the Nizam and Azirn ul Oinra, that the true 
interests of his ilighness require their immediate acceptance 
of this engagement. 

Ill the new treaty a very material object of the Court of 
Hyderabad is more distinctly and more effectually secured 
than in the treaty already executed by the Nizjiin. A long 
period of time must elapse before the territory which I require 
as a security for the subsidiary payments can become equal to 
their discharge, it is even doubtful whether the produce of the 
countries required will ever exceed, in any considerable de- 
gree, the amount of the subsidy. If the nett revenues of the 
districts specified in the new treaty, should, hereafter, exceed 
the charges of the subsidiary force, or if the present nominal 
revenue of those districts (a revenue which, under the manage- 
ment of his Highness’s officers, never has been realized, and 
under the same management never can be rendered more 
productive), should be realized under a more wise and pru- 
dent system, enforced by the abilities, experience, and integ- 
rity of the Company's officers, it would be reasonable that the 
increased resources of tliose countries, now verging to ruin, 
shoidd be turned to the advantage of that power, under wliose 
happy auspices the improvement had been carried into effect. 
The augmented revenue might justly be claimed by tlio Com- 
pany on various grounds. 

1st. Jiscausc the Company must suffer immediate pecuniary 
loss and embarrassment^ by the commutation of the subsidy 
in the actual declining condition of the districts to be ceded. 

Sndly. Because the expenses incident to the Company’s 
system of management far exceed tliose incurred by the 
Nizam’s administration; consequently, the probable amount 
of the surplus which may be realized by the Company, is not 
to be estimated by tlie standard of charges usually authorized 
by bis Highness’s Government. 

Srdly. Because an acknowledgment is due to tlie Company 
for the inestimable advantages of protection and security ac- 
quired by the Nizam, under the general guarantee. In this 
respect the benefits of the treaty cannot be deemed reciprocal. 
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The Nizam’s present hazard far exceeds that of the Company; 
and even in the event of an attack upon our possessions, his 
Highness could not assist us with means of defence bearing 
any proportion to those with which we should furnish him in 
a similar exigency. 

4thly. Because in the event of an attack being made on the 
Nizam, the expenses of the Company, over and above those 
of maintaining the subsidiary force, would far exceed any 
charge which could fall upon his Highness in the event of 
any attack being made on the Company’s dominions. 

5thly. Because this treaty grants to the Nizam without any 
specified equivalent, the new and extraordinary benefit of the 
Company’s aid in repressing the refractory spirit of such 
tributaries and dependants as owe a mixed allegiance to him 
and to the Mahrattas. In tliis view it may justly be expected 
that the resources of the territories retained in his Higlniess’s 
hands may he improved to an amount proportional to any 
excess in the produce of the countries to be ceded to the 
Company. 

But wliatever view may be taken of this subject by the 
Court of Hyderabad, it is my determination not to grant the 
Nizam the complete protection and support which he solicits, 
on any conditions less advantageous to the Company than 
tliose comprehended in the new treaty. 1 accordingly direct 
you not to admit any alteration in that treaty, which shall 
affect any of its principles ; mere verbal alterations you are at 
liberty to receive. 

You will not press the Nizam to accept this new treaty 
with any appearance of solicitude or earnestness. You will 
confine yourself to a distinct explanation of the reasons which 
have compelled me to refuse my ratification of your treaty ; 
and to such an illustration of the articles of the new engage- 
ment, as this despatch will enable you to furnish. You will 
then leave the whole subject to the calm and deliberate 
decision of the Nizam. 

In the course of the late negotiation for the j)urpose of 
undervaluing the separate and limited guarantee against 
Scindiah, Azini id Omra affected to consider the Company 
to be already engaged to protect the Nizam against any 
attack from Scindiali, because during the course of the late 
war I had declared my determination to support his High- 
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ness against such an attack. The weakness of this argument 
ought to have been instantly and plainly exposed ; for which 
purpose a distinct statement of fiicts would have been suffi- 
cient. With a similar view of depreciating the value of a 
guarantee against the Mahratta Empire, Azim ul Omra 
may aflect to suppose me to be at present prepared to force 
the arbitration of the British Government upon the Peishwji; 
any such insinuations or errors on the part of the Court of 
Hyderabad must be repelled or corrected, as being equally 
at variance with the true intent and meaning of the Treaty of 
Hyderabad, and detrimental to the favourable issue of the 
present negociation. The Court of Hyderabad must be sen- 
sible of tlie powerful advantages which it would derive from 
tlic general guarantee ; bat it is absolutely necessary to con- 
vince Azim ul Omra and bis Highness, that I am equally 
well apprised of its great importimee and value to the Nizam, 
that 1 know the precise nature and extent of our obligation 
under subsisting treaties to interpose between bis Highness 
and his enemies ; that I will not suffer that obligation to be 
stretched beyond its just extent; and that I will not wan- 
tonly sacrifice the equivalent due to the Company in return 
for the new and important concession of the general guar- 
antee. 

I now proceed to furnish you with such observations on 
the dilfercmt articles of tlie new treaty, as appear to be ne- 
cessary. 

Title and Preamble. The alterations which I have made in 
the title aijdjin’camble of your treaty are so inconsiderable as 
to require no observation. 

Article 1. This article agrees in substance with your first 
article, hut it contains the important addition which declares 
the friends and enemies of either i)arty to be the friends and 
enemies of both. This declaration is contained in a sub- 
sequent article of your treaty, but it is not quite so distinctly 
expressed nor inserted in its proper place. 

Article 2. Tliis article is substantially the same as the 2iul 
article of your treaty. The Nizam in effect acquires by this 
article all that he would gain by your treaty. The observa- 
tions contained in the 15th paragraph of this despatch will 
sufficiently explain to you the necessity of moderating the 
hostile tenor of your second article. 
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Article 3. This article requires no remark. 

Article 4 requires no remark. 

Article 5. No other effectual or satisfactory security than 
an absolute assignment of territory can he given by the Ni- 
zam for the regular payment of the subsidy. Tlie iireseiit 
resources of his country cannot be expected to improve with- 
out an entire change in the system of iiis Highness’s govern-- 
merit. Of such a change no prospect appears. The diffi- 
culty experienced in obtaining a punctual discharge of the 
existing subsidy will be grciitly increased by an augmentation 
of the subsidiary force, and the risk of fiiilure in the funds 
necessary to the punctual payment, and consequently to the 
discipline of the troops, would also be proportionately aggra^- 
vated. 

I have always desired that the sulisidy should be secured 
by a territorial assignment, although the punctuality with 
which the Court of Hyderabad has bitlierto discharged the 
subsidiary payments lias precluded any ground of serious 
com[)laiiit, and any demand from the Company's Government 
of the security stipulated by the Treaty of Hyderabad ; I am 
of opinion that until the pecuniary pay ments shall be actually 
commuted for territory, the punctual realisation of the sub- 
sidy must ever be extremely precarious. 

This consideration involves the security of an important 
branch of our resources, as well as the continuance of that 
harmony now subsisting between the British Government and 
the Nizam. No event could pi’oduco discussions of a more 
invidious nature at the Court of Hyderabad than a failure in 
the regular payment of our subsidiary troops. 'iTiese appi’e- 
hensions are so deeply impressed on my mind, that, if all 
prospect of the proposed general defensive alliance were 
closed, 1 should be disposed to ficccpt even an inadecpiate 
territory in exchange for the subsidy, rather than leave that 
resource to depend on the defective government of the Ni- 
zam, and on the fluctuating state of bis Highness’s finances. 
Adverting, however, to the great and positive benefits pre- 
sented to the Nizam by the proposed treaty, and to the in- 
crease of expense which it must necessarily bring upon the 
Company, the British Government is entitled to require such 
an equivalent as shall not only preclude any pecuniary loss 
on account of subsidy, but in some degree defray the ex- 
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traordinary charges of defending his Highness’s country 
against all enemies. 

It may be reasonably apprehended, on a just consideration 
of the nominal value of the districts required by this article, 
of the evil government under which they have so long suF- 
fered, and of the refractory spirit prevailing in a great propor- 
tion of those countries, that their actual produce, deducting 
all charges of management, will, for a long tract of time, 
prove unequal to the discharge of the ^subsidy ; and until tlie 
nett receipts from the country shall be sufficient for the pay- 
ment of the troops, the Company must provide the necessary 
funds for this purpose, a circumstance which cannot fail to 
subject their government to considerable temporary incon- 
venience.* 

The 5th article suggests no further observations whicl» 
have not been anticipated in preceding paragraphs of this 
despatch. 

It is unnecessary to state the obvious objections whicli 
exist to the extension of our frontier beyond the Toombnd- 
dra in the direction of Kopul, Gugunder Ghurr, &c. No 
reasonable objection can be made by the Nizam to the ex- 
changes stipulated by this article. It is, however, necessary 
in this place to apprize you of the full extent of my views in 
this proposition. 

If we should acquire the territory specified in the 5tli ar- 
ticle, our line of frontier and our barrier against any sudden 
incursions of hostile cavalry in that quarter will require, that 
all the country situated to the southward of the Toombiiddra 
and of the Kistna should be annexed to tlie Company’s pos- 
sessions. This cession would include, besides Kurnool, the 


* Nominal value of the territory ceded to tlie Nizam in 
eanterai pagodas 13,1(),66G, at 3 Ar<*ot rupees per cant, 
png. is . . . . . 39,50,000 

Nominal val ue of the territory acquired by the Nizam under 
the Treaty of Mysore, including the Peishciish of Kuriiool, 
cant, pagodas, 7, i 3,304, at 3 Arcot rupees per C.P. . 21,39,912 


Total . . 60,89,912 

Sudsidy umler the proposed treaty exclusive of Cavaly 
deficiency ..... .39,42,80(» 

•DiHcrcnce, Arcot rupees . . . . 21,4/31- 
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districts of Adoni and Ghazipore or Nundiaul. At present I 
am ignorant of the value of these districts, and consequently 
of the proportion which it bears to the revenue of the coun- 
tries to the northward of the Tooinhuddra. The possession 
of the whole line of country to the soutliward of the Kistna 
and Tooinhuddra is so essential to the security and compact 
Ibrm of our general frontier, that, although the districts to 
the north w'urd should be found more productive than those 
to the southward of the rivers, 1 should be willing to cede 
the former for Adoni and Ghazipore. 

The revenues of Adoni, &c, may, however, exceed those of 
the districts which I propose to offer in exchange, and the 
Court of Hyderabad may object to the cession of Adoni and 
Ghazipore, and particularly of Adoni. Whatever may be 
the difference of value between those districts it would not 
be a greater concession than the Company can justly claim 
in return for the effectual protection afforded by the general 
guarantee of the Nizam’s dominions as well as for other ad- 
vantages already enumerated in this despatch. You will 
urge this argument with the utmost assiduity, but if it should 
not be admitted, I would rather provide an equivalent for the 
amount of the differences of revenue in some other quarter 
than relinquish the proposed line of frontier. You will exert 
your utmost efforts to obtain this line on the principles al- 
ready stated. 

Article 5. This object however, is not absolutely indis- 
pensable ; if you should find that the aversion of the Court 
of Hyderabad to the arrangement now suggested, is likely to 
eiulanger the success of the whole treaty, you will reliiKpiish 
this point until a more favourable conjuncture shall arise, and 
you will content yourself wnth obtaining an e(|uivaleiit for the 
districts to the northw^ard of the Toombuddra in some other 
part of liis Highness’s country contiguous to the Company’s 
possessions. 

Article 6. You are at liberty either to agitate and decide 
the question of the exchanges previous to the conclusion of 
the treaty, or to defer that question until the treaty shall 
have been executed. My wish lioM^cver, is, to bring the 
greatest possible proportion of this extensive arrangement 
to a definite conclusion by this treaty. 

Article 7. This article requires no explanation. I have 
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already stated tlie indispensable necessity of assigning districts 
in perpetuity, to be placed under the exclusive management 
and authority of the East India Company, If the subsidy 
were a mere temporary charge upon the funds of the Nizam, 
the perpetual assignment of territory would be objectionable; 
but, as the subsidy is a fixed and permanent charge, the 
funds for its liquidation should be of tlie same Jiature ; nor 
would the honour or dignity of his Highness’s government 
be in any degree compromised by such an arrangement. 

Article 8, The principal design of this article is to close 
for ever, all questions of account between the Comjmny and 
the Nizam with regard to the subsidiary force ; and to suggest 
the solid reasons which ought to induce his Highness to con- 
sent to this arrangement. The cession will appear both 
advantageous and honourable, when his Highness shall re- 
flect, that the dominions proposed for cession were acquired 
principally by the aid of the British arms; tliat, after the 
cession, his Highness will possess the same extent of country 
which he held previous to the war of 1790-1 ; tliat he will 
be enabled, without any pressure upon his finances, to com- 
mand the services of a large liritish force ; and finally, tliat 
he will be effectually protected against all future encroach- 
ments of tlu; Mahrattas. 

Article 9. The necessity of this article is obvious ; its 
omission in your treaty proceeded from the operation of the 
objectionable clause at the close of your 4th article. If tlie 
new treaty sliould be accepted by the Nizam, you will com- 
municate a. copy of it by express to Lord Clive, and you 
will concert with his Lordship the time and mode of assuming 
on behalf of the Company, the districts to be ceded. The 
object of tlio clause at the close of tins article, is to guard tlie 
assigned countries from the depredations of the Nizam’s 
officers in the interval between the date of the treaty, and 
the actual assumption of the countries by the officers of the 
Company. 

Article 10. This article requires no explanation. It suggests 
however, an arrangement of considerable weight to strengthen 
the probability, that, deducting all necessary charges, the 
surplus revenue of the ceded districts will scarcely prove 
equivalent to the subsidy. The establishments and garrisons 
w hich it would be indispensably necessary for the Companv 
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to maintain in some of these forts, and particularly in Gur- 
rumcondah, Gooty, Ganjccottah, &c. M'ould occasion a consi- 
derable expense to the British Government* 

Article 11. It may be necessary to remark on this article, 
tbat it is not intended, in every supposable case, that the 
Nizam should continue to pay the whole of the subsidy, until 
the Company’s oflicers shall have obtained complete posses- 
sion of the ceded countries. It must necessarily happen, that 
some districts will be evacuated by his Highness’s officers at 
an earlier period than others ; audit is also possible, that some 
of the Polygars of those districts may oppose a temporary 
resistance to the introduction of the Company’s authority. In 
the former case, a regular account shall be opened with the 
Nizam ; and be shall be credited for the revenues of every 
district from the date of its actual delivery to the Company. 
In the latter case, the resistance of the Polygars shall not 
operate to the prejudice of the Nizam, and his Highness’s 
responsibility for a proportional part of the subsidy, shall 
cease from the day on winch the disturbed districts respec- 
tively shall l)e delivered to the Company by his Highness’s 
officers. 

Article 12. The first clause of this article is indispensable 
in a treaty designed, not to lay the foundation of future war, 
but to guard to the utmost extent of human precantioii, 
against the return of tliat calamity. No reasonable objection 
can be urged against this clause by the Court of Hyderabad. 

For the reasons assigned in the 26th, 27th and 28th para- 
graphs of this despatch, the unlimited exertions of the Nizam 
in the common cause must be secured, with a view to the 
case supposed. 

Article 13. This is the 9th article of your treaty, with a 
slight verbal alteration. I repeat my ajiprobation of your 
prudence in securing by treaty the riglit of the British Go- 
vernment to the exertions of the Court of Hyderabad, in points 
so essential to the success of military operations, as the timely 
collection of Brinjarries, and the establishment of magazines 
of grain. 

Article 14. Requires no remark, being nearly the same as 
the 6th article of your treaty. 

Article 15. The only observation suggested by this article 
has been anticipated in the 31st paragraph of this despatch. 
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Article 16th. This is the same as the 11th article of your 
treaty, of which I have already expressed my entire approba- 
tion. 

Article 17. In the 36th paragraph of this despatch, I have 
stated my sentiments with regard to the importance of the 
concession, required by the Nizam in the 1st of your separate 
articles ; it is reasonable that some return should be made by 
liis Highness. The stipulations of this article ought to be 
deemed unobjectionable by the Court of Hyderabad. The 
maintenance of good order and tranquillity in the ceded dis- 
tricts can never be an object of indifference to the Nizam’s 
Government ; and the present article binds the Company to 
afford his Highness similar assistance whenever he may 
retpiire it. 

It is not intended by this article, that the subsidiary force, 
or any part of it, should be permanently emjdoyed in the 
protection of the ceded countries, or permanently stationed 
in any of the forts couqmdicnded within the limits of those 
districts. In the event of any insurrection of the Polygars, 
or of the sudden incursion of an enemy, which the ordinary 
military force stationed in that part of the Company’s terri- 
tory may not be suflicient to check, it is pro])osed, that .i 
division of the subsidiary troops, althougli stationed within 
his Highness’s frontier, should be at the command of the 
Company, until tlie liritish Government may be enabled to 
dispense with its services. 

Article J 8. This article comprehends as much as appears 
to me neceeviary or proper to be stated in a public treaty, on 
the subject of your Ifith and 13th articles. 

Article 19. This article is entirely conformable to the gene- 
ral spirit of the treaty. It has no tendency to weaken any of 
the stipulations framed, with a view to the case of any ag- 
gression on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. If the Nizam 
should accept the treaty, you will ascertain as soon as possi- 
ble, and report to me the conditions on which his Highness 
would be disposed to admit Dowlut Rao Scindiah to be a 
party to the proposed alliance. At a proper season, 1 shall 
communicate to you for the iiiformatiou of his Highness, those 
conditions Avhich I should demand from Scindiah on the part 
of the Company, 

Article 20. You are authorized by this article to declare 
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the treaty to be complete, whenever it shall have been exe- 
cuted by you and the Nizam; and to act upon it accordingly 
without delay, in the same manner as if I had formally ratified 
it in council. I tliink it necessary however to repeat, that 
you are empowered to make no other than mere verbal altera- 
tions in niy ilraft, that no departure from the substance of any 
one of the articles can be admitted, and that your power of 
verbal alteration is confined strictly to cases of absolute 
necessity. 

Separate Articles. 1 have consented to annex these separate 
articles to the treaty solely with a view to the gratification of 
the Nizam’s wishes. It is necessary tliat you should signify 
these sentiments to his Highness, and inform him, that the 
conditions on which the Peishw^a and Rhagojee Bhooslali 
should be admitted to the present alliance, appear to me to 
he more proper subjects of verbal discussion and arrange- 
jiient between his Highness and the British Government, than 
of a solemn adjustment by treaty. 

Article 1. — Clause 1, The Nizam is not entitled by this 
clause to more, on the part of the Company, than a just arbi- 
tration between his Highness and the Peishw^a, founded on 
tlie basis of the treaty of Mahr. ^Vzim ul Omra has repeat- 
edly declared that nothing more is desired by his court. To 
expect more from tlie Britisli Governmeiit would be an in- 
jury to its honour and justice. The Pelshwa may possibly 
advance just claims on tlie Nizam, entirely unconnected with 
tlie provisions of the treaty of Mhar. Such claims may be 
compromised tlirough the amicable endeavours of tlie Britisli 
Government ; but if any just claim of the Courriif Poonali on 
that of Hyderabad should be clearly established, we can nei- 
ther deny, nor resist it. The Nizam d(*sires that it should 
he an express condition of the admission of tin* Peisliwa to 
the alliance, and the restoration of his authority in the 
Mahratta empire that he should previously renounce for 
ever, all claims of Choute on the territories of the Nizam, 
and should fulfil all the stipulations of the treaty of Mhar. 
But if the Peisliwa shall consent to an adjustment of all his 
claims of every description on the basis of that treaty, 
his Highness the Nizam will obtain all tliat can reasonably be 
required. 

Article 1. — Clause 2, The iJrd separate article of your treaty 



